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X H E S E fheets were penned by fome 
df the moft amiable dnd well informed fubjefts 
of thefe realms, and intended as afFeftionate le- 
gacies from thofe noble and worthy perfons to 
their amiable oiffspring/ for whom they had fo 
tender a regard^ that it is im]poffible there fliould 
be any difguife. From fiich tendency, there is 
no doubt that the head and heart were exerted 
with energy, to poinit out whatever wasilefirabie 
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John Hamilton, 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



JL HER^ cannot be a doubt that a book like 
this, ' purpofely adapted for the ufe of the Female 
Sex, by writers, whofe charafters are eftablifhed with- 

■ 

out contrbverfy, abounding with entertainment, and 

V 

inculcating the pureft principles bf morality and reli- 
gion, will not fail to contribute to the improvement of 
the rifiog generation, by infuling virtuous and liberal 
ideas into the r^inds of a clafs of readers, which muft 
add ineftimable happinefs to thoufands of worthy fami-- 
dies, by forming and training the moft beautiful part 
of the creation in the paths of virtue and true felicity j 
in filling up the various ftations of this tranfitory life in 
that rank of focicty, which Providence -in his infinite 
wifdom ajlots them, with credit'to' themfelves, and fa- 
tisfaftion to thofe, who are intercftcd in their prefent 
gnd fbturc welfare, 
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A FATHBR'SL LEGACY TO HIS 

DAUGHTERS. 



■O U had die autfiNtnne^o be deprived of your 
iliotiier at a tiine of life when jrou 'were inTenfible of. your lofi,- 
-and could lecdve litde benefit either from her inftrudion or 
her,€jamj^ Bdore this comes to younhands,^ you will like- 
mile have loft your fisher. . 

I hare had many melanchoiy refledlona.oti. the forlorn an^ 
helpkfi fituation ypu muft, be in, if it (hould.pleafe God to re-^ 
moYe me from yoii» before you arrive at dut: period of.life^ 
"^rben jou wiK be M»le. to think and aft for j^ourfdres. I know 
too we^i I know their 6Uch6oi| their diffipatidny 
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their coldnefi to all the duties of friendihip and humanity. I 
know the little attention paid to iielpl^s infancy. You will 
meet with few friends difinterefted enough to do you good b£* 
ficcs, wbd^ you 2iH iocapa^e of making^ tk^m any return, hf 
^omxiburing to. tfasic ioierflift or theii f leafiur^^ oc even to the 
gratification of tbebr vanity^ 

I have been fupported undeiF the gloom naturally arifing fron^ 
mtk reflexions, by a reliance on the goodne& of that Provi* 
dence which has bilberCo prefen^yov, airfgtveii ne the moft 
pleafing profpe£fc of the goodneft of your difpofitions ; and by 
the. tsctst boiMi' thaA vr'T aM(hei»^» Tirttitt wSt ^sutAw hUStut 
on her children. 

The anxiety I have- Am; jq^ happMiefti. im^m^iei me refetve 
to throw together my fentmfrqts. qcitalipjg to your future con-* 
du<El in life. If I live for ibihe years, you will receive them 
with much greater ^vantage, fuited to your different geniufea 
and difpofitions. If I die fooner, ytptf ttirft receive theminr 
this very imperfi& insihner,—- the laft proof of nqr affedion. 

Vott^ wUl al) reiaefliliev fdr^fMim^t fbddiiefii i^rfien perhaps 
^y0ry odier- citcumAiitde* felarttnjg t& Him is- Ibrgotten*. Thisr 
ifemeA&niiicey I'^faope^ wIlP induce- you fo grve a feriour atten* 
ftoa to th« ji^vie)is> I^ ma ftow- gpthf; to featve wfth^ you. t 
fiin-requeft this attention with the gieacer caafiS^nce, as my 
^limetics. on* Ihe mid^ tuteteAtng- poiMs^ tbar tegaiti Bfe' and 
'iMtniierS) were and f <fy correfpandenf to yeviv tnafthf!t% whofi^ 
)o^(MnS aadr^ talto' I*' ttuA^t nmcfar more Aan my owiY. 

1tmu mUlb 6Hpp0k tfta^ the* advices whidf V (balT give ybti 
ym&. bq iMy^hfi^pi^M^ a»t£lerr are nmity naimk^ delicader 

in 
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in female mannerSi of which none but a woman can judge. 
You will have one advantage by attending to what I am go-*- 
ing to leave with you ; you will hear, at leaft for once in your 
KveSy the genuine fentimentt of a man trho has no intereft in 
flattering or deceiving, you. I fliall throw my reflexions xtO'* 
gedier without any ftudied order, and (hall only, |o avoid con^ 
fitfion, range them uiriter t ft# gtneral heads. 

You win fe«. Ill a liid6 Thtatife of mine juft publiflied; iti 
frh^ ah honourable paiiif of View I have confidered your finc| 
not as dooM^klc 4rudge99 ^ At tm^ of our pleafuies, but 
as our c o sa paft i on s ^ ^tMk; as dd%nod to foftto our heartr 
and priifli i^t maimers I itid> as Tbompfon finely (kyi| 

T« raXt tlie vbtaci, tainitft the Idiftf 
Au4riwtaum <ll the wilt sf humaa life. 

I ihall not repeat what I have there (aid on this fubje£^ and 
fliaU only obf^Oi that from the view I have given of your 
mtoral cfaaraAer and pkce in (bciety, diere arifes a certain pro* 
jpriety of conduA peculiar to your fex. It is this peculiar pro- 
priety of female manners, of which I intend to give you my 
fentiments, without touching on thofe general rules of conduA 
by which men and women are equally bouild. , 

While I explain to you that (yftem of conduft which t thinfc 
srill tend moft to your honour and happinefs^ I (haD, at the 
fiune tiine^ endeavour to point 6\it thofe virtues and accom* 
pli(hment8 which render you moft refpedabic and moft ami'« 
able in die eyes of my own fez« 

A a RELt. 



THK LADIES LIBRARY; 



RELIGION. 
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HOUGH the duties of religion, ftriaiy 
ijpeakiiig, are equally binding on both fexes, yet certain dif- 
ferences in their natural diarader and education, render fone 
vices in your fex particularly odious. The natural hardnefs 
of our hearts, and ftrength of our paffions, inflamed by the 
uncontrolled licence we are too often indulged with in our 
youth, are apt to render our manners more diflblute, and mai^ 
us lefs fufceptible tjf the finer feelings of the heart. Your fu- 
perior delidacy, your modefty, and the ufual fe verity of your 
education, preferve you, in a great meafure, from any temp« 
tation to diofe vices to which we are moft iiibjeaed. The 
natural fofthefs and fenfibility of your- difpofitions particularly 
fit you for the praftice of thofe duties where the heart is chiefly 
concerned. And this, along with the natural warmth of your 
imaginttidn, renders you peculiarly fufceptible of the feelings 
of devotion. 

There are many circumftances in your fituation that pecu* 
liarly Require the fupports of religion to enable you to ad in 
then^ with fpirit and propriety. Your whole life is often a life 
of fuffering. You* cannot plunge into bufinefs, or dHIipate 
yourfeives in pleafure and riot, as men too often do, when 
Htidet the preflTure of misfortunes. You muft bear your for* 
rows io filence, unknown and unpitied. You muft often put 

on 
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th a face of.lerenity and cbeeifulnefs, when your hearts are 
^m with anguifli) or finking in defpair. Then your only re- 
fturee is in the confolations of religion. It is chiefly owing to 
thefe, that you bear domeftick misfortunes better than we do* 

* But you are fometimes in very different circumftancesy that 
equally require the reflratnts of religion. The natural viva* 
city, and perhaps the natural vanity of your fex, is very apt 
to lead you into a diffipated ftate of life, that deceives you 
under the appearance of innocent plcafure, but which in rea- 
lity waftes your fpirits,^ impairs yoqr heal:h, weakens all the 
fuperior faculties of your minds, and often fullies your repu- 
tations. Religion, by checking diis diflipation and rage for 
pleafure, enables yoci to draw more happinefe, even from tfaofe 
very fources of amufement, which, when too frequently ap- 
plied to, are often produdive of fatiety and difguft. 

Religion is rather a matter of fentiment than reafoning. 
The important and intereftjng articles of faith are fufficiently 
plain. Fix your attention on thefe, and do not meddle with 
controverfy. If you get into that, you plunge into a chaos, 
from which you will never be able to extricate yourfelves. 
It ipoils the temper, and, I fufped, has no good cSc& on 
the heart. 

• Avoid all books and all coAv^rfations that tend to fhake your 
faith on tho(e. great points of religion which (hould fcrve to 
regulate your condu£l, and on -which your hopes of future and: 
eternal happinefs depend. 

Never indulge yourfelves in ridicule on religious fiibjefts 
nor give countenance to it in others, by feeming diverted wrh. 

what 
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what dMy bfj, TbiSf tp pecfsjie ^ gcxxl-breeidiiigi will ^ be « 
fufficient check* 

V I wifii you to go po fortber than the Scrif»ture$ for your 
religious opinions, Emiirace thofo you find clearly rerealed^. 
Never perplex yourfdves about fucb a$ you <lo not underftatidf 
but treat them with fileot and becoming reference. I would, 
advife you to read only fuch raligUmf books as are addrefled 
to the heart, fuch as infplre pious and devout affe^on^ fuch' 
as are proper to dired you in your conduct, and not fiich as^- 
tend to entangle you in the ^ndlds mai&e of opinions and 
fyftems. 

Be punSual in the ftated performance of your private dc« 
votionsj morning and evening* If you have any fenftbility or 
imagination, this will eft^Uifll fuch an intercourfe betweeti 
you and the Supreme Being, as will be of infinite confequencc 
to you in life. It wiS communicate an habitual cbcerfulncfs 
to your tempers, give a firmnefs and fteadinefs to your virtue, 
and enable you to go through all the viciffitudes of human ^ 
life with propriety and dignity. 

I wifh you to be regular in your attendance on publick wor«' 
fbip, and in receiving the communion* Allow nothing to in«^ 
temipt your publick or private devotions, except the perform- 
ance of fome a£tive duty in life, to which they ihould always 
give place. In your behaviour at publick woHbip, obienre an* 
exemplary' attentiosn and gravity* 

That extreme ftri£tnefs which I recommend to you in diefe 
duties, will be confidered by many of your acquaintance as a 
fuperftitious attachment lo forms ^ but in the advices I give* 

you 



OR, PAftBHTAL FitESENt, 9 

yov toi tfah and odier fobjefb, I havd an eyp to the fpirit and 
tsaxattxt of tlie age. There is a levity and diffipation- in the 
prefent maimers^ a cdchiefs and* fiiHeifitefs in whatever relates 
fo TefigioiH whidt cannot fiiil to \xdt8t jrou, unFefs yoir pur-- 
pofelj cultivate in your minds a contmry bias, and make th^ 
devotional tafte habicdat'. 

Avoid alt grhnace and ofttntation inr your retigtous dudes. 
iTbey are ttre ufua! clo^ of hypocri(f s at leaft tbey ihew a 
weak and vain mind. 

Do not make refigtcm ar tu^tSi of common converfation in 
mix6d Cdnfipanies; When^ it is im/oduced^ rather feem to de*^ 
tYkit it. At the £tme time> tteveir foflfbr any perfen to iniult 
you by any fdfoHfh rlbaKiiry on* your religious optntons, but 
fliew the dune refefitment yotf Would naturally do on being^ 
offered any other perfonal infuh* Bat the fureft way to avoidf 
this, is by a modeff reitrve dn^ the fiib^3^, and by ufing nof 
freedom with otheis about dielr re&gk)U6 fenttments^ 

Cakivate an eiilafrged: ehiarity hr 1^^ msmkind, however the/ 
may dtiFer from you in their religious opinions* That dif-^ 
ferencfe' may pmbably arift^ f^om^ caufes kk which you had no 
itiare, and A-om which you can derive no merir. 

Shew your* regard to religion* by jrdtftidguifHirtg rei^eft to 
dt iifs mirftfters, of whatever perfualfoni who do not- by their 
Itves' difHotiour their profeffion; But never allow them thedl- 
rfe£Hoir of your eonfcienees, left they t^iitt you with the nar-' 
rtfw f^itit of their- party. 

The- beft^ eftd& of your' religion will be^ a diflfufive hutna-^ ' 
Uity eodl in diflrefi; Set zpm^z certalft- proportion of 'your^ 

income 
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income as (acred to charitable purpofes. But in this, as well 
as in the pra&ice of every other duty, carefully avoid oftea- 
tation. Vanity is always defeating her own purpofes. Fame 
is one of the natural rewards of virtue. Do not purfue her» 
and ihe will, follow you. 

Do not confine your charity to giving money. Yoii may 
have many 9ppQrtunities of (hewing a tender and compaflion* 
ate fpirit where your money i^ act waated. There is a falfo 
and unnatural refinement in ienfibility, which makes fome peo- 
ple (bun the (ight of every objeA in diftrefs. Never indulge 
this, efpecially where your friends or acquaintances are con* 
cemed. Let the -days of their misfortunes, when the world 
forgets or avoids them, be the fjpsfoa for you to exercife your 
humanity and friendfhip. The fight of human mi&ry foftens 
the heart, and makes it better: it checks the pride of health 
and prolperity; and the diflrefs it occafions is amply compen* 
fated by the confcioufhefs of doing your duty, and by the fe-n 
cret endearment which nature has annexed to all our iympaw 
thetick forrows. 

Women are greatly deceived, when they think they recom- 
mend themfelves to our fex by their indifference about religion* 
Even thcie men who are themfelves unbelievers, diflike infi- 
delity in you. Every man who knows human nature, conneda 
a religious tafte in your fex with fbfbiefs and fenfibility of hearty 
at leaft we always confider the want of it as a proof of that 
bard and mafculine fpirit, which of all your faults we diflike. 
the mofl. Befldes, men confider your religion as one of their 
princij^ fccurities for that female virtue in which they arei 

moft 
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moft interefted. If a.gentleman pretends an attachment to any 
of you, and endeavours to (hake your religious principles, be 
aiTured he is either a fool, or has defigns on you which he dares 
not openly avow. 

You will probably wonder at my having educated you in a 
church different from my own. The reafon was plainly this : 
F looked -on the differences between our churches to be of no 
real importance, and that a preference of one to (he other 
.19^ a mere matter of tafte. Your mother was educated in the 
Church of England, and had an attachment to it, and J had a 
prejudice in favour of every thing (he liked. . It never was her 
deiire that you (hould be baptized by a clergyman of the 'Church 
of England,. or be educated«in that Church. On the contrary, 
Jthe delicacy of her regard to the fmalteft circumftances that could 
affed me in the eye of the world, made her anxioufly infill it 
might be otherwlfe. But I could not yield to her in that kind 
of generofity. When I loft her, I became ftill more determined 
-to educate you in that Church, as I feel a fecret pleafure in do- 
ing every thing that appears to me to exprefs my affedion and 
veneration for her memory. I draw but a very faint and im- 
perf<$^ piAure of what your mother was, while I endeavour to 
point out what you (hould be.* 

* The reader will remember, that fuch.obfervatiooa at rcfptd equally both tlic 
Dexea, arc all along aa macb as poi&blc avoided. 
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CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOUR. 

V/ N E of the chief beaoties in a female charae* 
ter, is that modeft referve, that retiring delicacy, whidi avoids 
the public dye, and is dtlconcerted even at the gaze of admira* 
tion*^ do not wi(h you to be infenfible to apjdaufe ; if you 
were, you muft become, if not worfe, at leiaft left amiable wo** 
men : but you may be dazzled by that admif^don ivliich yet re^ 
joices your hearts. 

When a girl eeafes to Uu(b, fl^e has loft the moft powerful 
charm of beauty. That extreme (enfibility which it indicates, 
may be a weakne6 and incumbrance in our fex, as I have too 
often felt} but in yctars it is peculiarly engaging. Pedants, who 
think themfdves ' philofophers, aflc why a woman (hould blufli 
when (he is confcious of nocrime? It is a fufficient anfwer, ^at 
Nature has nmde you to blufli when you are guilty of no hnjit^ 
and has forced us to love you becaufe you do fo.«— Blufting is 
fo hr from being neceflarily an attendant on guilty that it is Ac 
ufual companion of innocence. 

This modeily, which I think (b eflential in your fex, will na- 
turally difpofe you to be rather filent in company, efpedally in 
a large one.«— People of fenfe and difcernmeht will never mif- 
(lake fuch filence for dullnefs* One may take a (hare in con* 
veriation without uttering a fyllable. The expreffion in t|ie 
countenance (hews it| and this never efcapes an obierving eye. 

I (hould 



' I ^uld \!tt |M tkut yba M in eify Agmty in jomx behtvU 
tsbx at puMic ^acts^ iMit AdI that tMfiiknt eaFe, that imabalbed 
c6un^nanc^9 wMch fdbtns to ftt lh€ company at defiance. I^ 
while a gentleman is fpeaking to you, one of fuperior rank ad* 
dreiTes ydu, do tiot let your ^^r attention and vifible prefer- 
ence betray the flutter of your hetrt : let your pride on this oc- 
tt&Kki preferve you from Aat meaontfa into ivhich your vanity 
uMAd fitdc ycKi. CoV^ider that you expofe yourTelves to the ri* 
dicu^ of ^Ihe company) and affront one gentleman only to fwell 
the trfumph of another, tl^ perhaps thinks he does yon honour 
tn /peaking to you; 

Conveffe with men^ eVenof die firft tank, with that digni* 
fied tnodefty which niay prevent the approach of the moft dif- 
tant familiarity, and confequently preveltft tbem frona feeling 
tte«ftf<flirei your fuperiors. 

Wit 4s ykA nioft dangerous taknt you can pofTeis. It muft 
be guartled with great difcretion and good nature, otherwife it 
will eresfte j^vl many enemies. Wit is perfeSly confiftent with 
ibftnefs and delicacy; yet they are ieldom found united. Wit 
h fo flattering to vanity, that they Who pofTds it become intbx- 
ioattd, knd lofe all feflf-command. 

Mnmoar is a different Ijualhy. It will make your company 
mudh iblieited} but be cautious how you indulge it. It is often 
a'{;i^at tenemy ib delicacy, and a ftill greater one to dignity of 
eh:iraAer. k msiy fometimes gain you apj^Saure, but will never 
^ocure you refpe6^. 

fie even caiitious in dJS^klytli|; your good fenfe. It will be 
though ryou oBame A^uperioiiYy o^r <the 'feft ef the •company. 
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But if you happen to. have any learning, keep it a profoimA 
fecret, eipecially from the men, who generally look with a jea- 
lous and malignant eye on a woman of great parts, and a culCi- 
vated underftanding/ 

A man of real genius and candour is far fuperior.to this 
meannefs; but fuch a one will feldom fell in your way; and if 
by accident he Chould, do not be anxious to (hew the full extent 
of your knowledge. If he has any opportunities of feeing you, 
he will foon diicover it himfelf ; and if you have any advantages 
of perfon or manner, and keep your own fecret, he wi{l proba«- 
bly give you credit for a great deal more than you poflefs. The 
great art of pleaiing in converfation confifts in making the 
company pleafed with themfelves. You will more readily heaf 
them talk yourfelves into their good graces* 

Beware of detradion, efpecially where your own fex are con- 
cerned. You are generally accufed of being particularly ad- 
dicted to this vice—I think, unjuftly. Men are fully as guilty 
of it when their interefts interfere. As your interefts more 
frequently clafli, and as your feelings are quicker than *our$, 
your temptations to it are more frequent : for this reafon be 
particularly tender of the reputation of your own. fex, efpecially 
when they happen to rival you in our regards. We look on this 
as the ftrongeft proof of dignity and true greatnefs of mind. 

Shew a compalfionate lympathy to unfortunate women, efpe« 
cially to thofe who are repdered fo by the yillany of men. In- 
dulge a fecret pleafure, I may (ay pride, in being the. friends and 
refuge of the unhappy, but without the vanity of (hewing it. 

Confider every fpecies of indelicacy in converfation, as fliame-p 

fol 
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fill in itfelf) and as highly difgufting to us. All double entendre 
is of this fort. The diiToluteneis of mea's education allows 
thorn to be diverted vrith a kind of wit, which yet they have 
delicacy enough to be (hocked at^ when it coqies from yoor 
mouths, or even when you hear it without pain and contempt. 
Virgin purity is of that delicate nature, that it cannot hear 
certain things without contamination. It is always in your 
power to avoid thefe. No man,*but a brute or a fool, will in- 
fult a wcmian with converfation which he fees gives her pain ; 
nor will he dare to do it, if £he refent the injury with a becom- 
ing ipirit.. , There is a dignity in confcious virtue which is able 
|o awe the moft fbamelefs and abandoned of men. 
. You will be reproached perhaps with prudery. By prudery 
is ufually meant an aiFe£btion of delicacy. Now I do not VfiQi 
you to ztkfk delicacy ; I wilh you to poifefs it : at any rate it 
is better to run the riik of being ,thought ridiculous than dif- 
gufting. 

The men will complain of your rcferve. They will aiTure 
you that a franker behaviour would make you mpre amiable* 
But, truft me, they are not fincere when they tell you fo. I 
acknowledge, that on.fome pccafions it .might, render you more 
agreeable a6. companions, but it would make you lefs amiable 
as women— -an important diftin<Stion, which many of your fex 
are not aware of. After all« I wifh you to have great eafe and 
opennefs in your converfation; I only point oyt fome cohfider^ 
ations which ought to regulate your behaviour in that refped. 
. ,Haye a fiicred regard to truth* Lying is. a mean and defpir 
'Cable vice. 1 have known fome women of excellent parts, who 

Wire 
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Werb To much actdided to it, that th^y cbvAi not be truftcd ih 
the rtlatioh of any ftory, tfptciMy iJT it contained "axif thing df 
the marvellous) or if they theltllHvH Hf^re tht h^roiheii of && 
tale. This wiiakMrs £d ]A9t prbtt^lMl froM a had heait, but Wai 
ijherely the efied bf vanity> i>rM UHbridl^ imagination. I 4& 
not mean t6 cenTurfe thi^t tiVely^^mbdfifliinMt 6f a h«toOurous 
ftory, which is only inteAd^d to pr^tfibth fnooceiit wSMi. 

There is a ^irtain g^l^ndfs bffj^l and marinf6r$ dftHSAiely 
fcnga^i^ Hi your fex | nbt thsft indlfeHWihiMe ^fteAtfOn, Aht 
immeaniflg fiiVi^r, which UnA^ on all alike. This arffes t^ifher 
from ail aff)i£hil$bn Of foftfteft, iolr frOm ]^fdft infipidfty. 

There is a ffi^es of ttfin^^«teht ki luxaiiryv §dft 1le|;iAnitig t^ 
l^reVaH aiftiong this fentl^fik»eil i^ this €Ji6MQ% to^l^ <dur la- 
dt^is atf!<e ]^ as great fti^iigers as My Women "tii^A fckt^i t 
hope, for the honour of tWfklc^ th^ may «var ebnrtiotit foi I 
mean ^bk luxu^ Of ealTn^. It is ^ deQ>i^ble MtXtk vice Ih 
men, but in yoiir fex it is beyond exprei&on indelicate 4nd iSC» 
|ufting. 

Every <Mt WK6 VeflS^mbeHs % feW y ears badr, '» VenCbte df i 
Very ^i^&i|; diKftge ih th^ mcHitidifi aftd ftf/ii^a^fintt^rly paid 
by die 'gehttdUen to Ihe lidi^^ ^tiir drli^fng robins a^re de« 
ferted; arid aft^ dinner aM Ap^er^ ^e gi^hUtfi^ein ate tmpati^rit 
m fhe^ t^Aps. How they came to Idk fh^s tetpea, Which na- 
kiife iM& roKteA^fs (b \MSll ehttlle thefm to, I flnll ^Ir here par» 
tkriiiirirry il^iiir^. TW i'bVliliitidill^ ctf 'M^umtfs fti ^y toimtry 
de;>end 'On'traufes VSty Vitridtts s^ Cbttiplicatad. I ibaB only 
ibbf^rve, fbftt iR-e 1>ehavfour of t)fe M^e^ tft the M age v^s Very 
teKrVSd^uia i(te%. It "li^ald liow %e >e(^^d«ed ridiciilotiirjr 
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9i|r mi &rpal. Wl^tever it ^a^, it bad q^fUipiy the cSeA 
fif o^ilcing them i^i^re r^fpe£if d. 

A fine woman, like othpr fit^p thiiirgs in najtyr^, ^s^s l^er pro- 
per poi©$ Qf YiQir, fr^m vhieh 0iq JWy bf fef n ^p jnpft silvan- 
»gf • Tq ft? this poJnj r^uires great jti^gment, and ^n inti- 
mtfiXmw^^gP of ^e hwm te**t, fiy thp prcC?nt Qdode of 
f<»m^ mnnerf 9 due Udi^s ieem to e^pei^ fbat theiy ft^U regain 
Jteir ^(pi^nde^py pv^ uf, by th<5 firflcft difplay ^f thcjr perfona} 

•jbi^nfts, by 1^1% riw^i;^ ill mr cyse at pvbliio places i by con- 
wrlwg .VI* m with «hif fiwue ^fi&rvfcl ft^ipdooj *« wc do 
fvith one 9jHrthf r I 9^ ibort> I7 re&tuhluig u9 ^ nmly 9s itbey 
{MiK^y i»i9.Trr^ 9 \Mff tim^ Mid «9y^/it9ce wiU Sm>w the 

folly of this expedatton and condu^. 

TtM? j^wr ^ « $qp WPPHap P¥f^ the hc^tS of men, of men 
srf die $Ai# |«ir»«> If f viMi Jhfyftoi what iCh^ conceives. They 
jure fef^fible pf the filing iUi^oQ, jblit they PioOPItt oor dp they 
wi^ ^ .4iCoIye it 99t if /be is deteroiined ^ iifyd the ch^rm, 
it .seiitainly ^s^ in h^ p^wer ^ Ibe m^y &M i;ifiduce thie angel to 

There is a native dignity in ingenuous modefty to be exr 
peded in your fex, which is your natural protedion from the 
familiarities of ithe men, and which you fliould feel previous to 
the refledion that it is your intereft to keep yourfelves (acred 
from all perfonal freedoms. The many namelefs charms and 
endearments of beauty (hould be referved to blefs the arms of 
the happy man to whom you give your heart, but who, if he 
has the leaft delicacy, will defpife them if he knows that they 
have been proftitutcd to fifty men before him. The fentiment, 

that 
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that a woman may aHoMr all innocent freedoms, provided her 
virtue is fecure, is both grofsly indelicate and dangerouSi and 
has proved fatal to many of your fex. 

Let me now recommend to your attention that elegance; 
which is not fo much a quality itfelf, as the high polifli of 
every other. It is what difFufes an ineffable grace over every 
look, every motion, every fentence you utter > it gives that 
charm to beauty, without which it generally fails to pkafe* It 
is partly a perfonal quality, in which refped it is the gift of na- 
tnre $ but I fpeak of it principally as a quality of die mind. In 
4 word, it is the perfection of tafte in life and manners;— ^ery 
virtue and every excellency in their niofl graceful land amiable, 
forms. 

You may perhaps think that I want to throw every fpark of 
nature out of your compofition, and to make you entirely artt- 
ficial. Far from it. I wifh you to pofTefs the moft perfeft 
fimplicity of heart and manners. I think you may pofTefs dig* 
nity without pride, aflability without meannefs, and fimple ele^ 
gance without affe^ation. Milton bad my idea, when he fays 
of Eve, 

Grace W9t in all Ker iUpt, Hetven id her cyci 
In every gefture dignity and love. 
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VERY period of life has amufements which 
arc natural and proper to it. You may indulge the variety of 
your taftes in thefe, while you keep within the bounds of thal^ 
prppriety which is fuitable to your fex. 

Some amufements are conducive to health, as various kinds 
of exercife ; fgme are conneded with qualities really ufeful, as 
different kinds of women's work, and all the domeftic con- 
cerns of a bmily ; fome are elegant accomplifliments, as drefs> 
'dancing, mufick, and drawing. Such books as improve your 
imderftanding, enlarge your knowledge, and cultivate your 
tafte, may be confidered in a higher point of view than mere 
amufements. There are a variety of others, which are neither 
ufeful nor ornamental^ fuch as plays of different kinds. 

I would particularly recommend to you thofe exercifes that 
oblige you to be Aiuch abroad in the open air> fuch as walk- 
ing, and riding on florfeback. This will give vigour to your 
conftitutions, and a bloom to your complexions. If you accuf- 
toni yourfelves to go abroad* always in chairs and carriages, 
you will foon become fo enervated, as to be unable to go out 
of doors without them. They are like moft articles of luxury^ 
ufeful and agreeable when judicioufly ufed; but when made ha-- 
bitual, they become both infipid and pernicious. 

An attention tp your health is a duty you owe to yourfelves 
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and to your friends. Bad health feldom fails to have an influ- 
ence on the fpirits and temper. The iineft geniufes, the moft 
delicate minds, have very frequently a correfpondent delicacy 
of bodily conftitutitm, which they are too apt to negled. Their 
luxuty lies in reading and late hours, equal enemies to health 
anid beauty* 

But though good health be -one of the .greateft bleffings s>f 
life, nevisr make a boaft of it^ but enjoy it in grateful iilence* 
We fo naturally aflbciate the idea of female foftnefs and deli« 
cady with a correfpondent delicacy of conftitution, that when a 
wotnan fpeaks of her great ftrength, her extraordinary appetit^ 
her ability to bear exceffive latigue, we recoil at a defcription 
in a way (he is little a^are of. 

The intention of your being taught needle-work, knitting, 
and fuch like, is not on account of the intrinfick value of all 
you can do with your hands, which i% trifiing, but to enable 
you to judge more perfeSly of that kind of work, and to di- 
TcSt the execution of it in others. Another principal end is IB 
enable you to fill up, in a tolerably agreeable way, fome of the 
many folitary hours you muft ncceflarily pafs at home. It is a 
great article in the bappinefs of life, to have your pleafures as 
independent of others as poifible. By contiitually gadding ^road 
in fearch of amufement, you lofe the rttpcSt of ^1 your ac« 
quaintances, whom you opprefs with diofe vifits, which, hyjA 
more dilcreet management, might have been courted. 

The domeftick cecoiiomy of a family is entirely a woman's 
province, and furnifbes a variety of fubje&s for the exertion 
both of good fenfe and good tafle.* If you ever come to have 

the 
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tlie ciiiarge of a feraily, it ought to engage much of your time 
and attention ; nor can you be eaceijfsd from this by any extent 
^f fortune, though, with a narrow one, the ruin that follows 
the negied of it may be more immediate. 

I am at the graateiit iofe what to advife you in regard tp 
books. There is no impropriety in your reading hiftory, or 
cultivating any art or fbience to which genius or accident lead 
"you. The wfaole volume of Nature lies open to your eye, 
and fttrai&es. an infinite variety of entertainmetit U I waiS 
fure that Nature had given you fuc^ firong principles of taile 
and feotiment as would remain with you, and influence your 
&ture conduct, with the utmoft pieafure would I endeavour 
to diced your reading in fuch a way as might forni> diat tsSje 
•to the utmoft perfeAion of truth and elegance* ^ But when 
I reflod how <afy it is to warm a girl's imagination, and bow 
' diAcuk deeply and permanently to mSeA ber .heart $ how readily 
ftf enters into every refinement x>( &ntimen£, and how eafiiy 
ihe can facrifice them to vanity or convenience,'' I think I 
may "very iprob^y do you an injury ^by artificially creating a 
lalfte, viiiich, if Nature never igave it you, would only ferve 
to<«mbarrafB your future conduift. I do not want tojriaif you 
any thing : I want tp know what Nature has made you, and 
to^perfedyou on %er plan. I do not wiih you :to have fenti^ 
ments that might perplex you -, I wi(h you to have ientlments 
that may ui^tformly and jfteadtly guide 'you, and fuch as your 
hearts 'fo thoroughly approve, 4bat you would not foriCgo tfae^n 
for any conftderation tbis^wodd could offer. 

Brsfs is itn important article in -female life* The Love «of 
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drefs U natural to you^ and therefore it is proper and reafoil* 
able^ Good feiife will regulate your expence in it, and good 
tafte will dired you to drefs in fuch a way as to Conceal any 
blemiflies, and fet off your beauties, if you have any, to the 
greateft advantage. But much delicacy and judgment are re« 
quired in the application of this rule. A fine woman fhowlB 
her charms to mod advantage, when (he feems moft to conceal 
them. The fineft bofom in nature is not fo fine as what 

r 

imagination forms, l^he moft perfe£l elegance of drefe apr 
pears always the moft eafy, and the leaft ftudied. 

Do not confine your attention to dre£s to your public ap- 
pearances. Accuftom yourfelves to an habitual neatnefs, fo 
that in the moft carelefs undrefs, in your moft unguarded hours, 
you may have no reafon to be afliamed of your appearance. 
You will not eafily believe how much we confider your dre6 
as exprefiive of yo&r charaders. Vanity, levity, flovenlinefs, 
fpUy, appear through it. An elegant fimplicity is an equal 
proof of tafte iind delicacy. 

In dancing, the principal points you are to attend to are eafe 
and grace. I would have you to dance with fpirit ; but never 
allow yourfelves to be fo £ir tranfported with mirth, as to 
forget the delicacy of your fex. Many a girl dancing in the 
gaiety and innocence of her heart, is thought to difcover a 
fpirit file little dreams of. 

I know no entertainment that gives fuch pleafure to any 
perfon of fentiment or humourj as the theatre, fiut I am 
forry to fay there are few Engliih comedies a lady can fee 
without a (bock to delicacy. You will not readily fufpe£t the 
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comments gendemea make on your behaviour on fuch occafions. 
Men are often beft acquainted with the moft worthlefs of your 
.fex» and from them too readily form their judgment of the reft. 
A virtuous girl often hears very indelicate things with a coun- 
tenance nowife embarrailedi becaufe in truth (he does not un- 
derftand them. Yet this is moft ungeneroufly afcribed to that 
command of features, and that ready prefence of mind, which 
you are thought to poflef$ in a degree far beyond us ; or, 
by ftill more o^ignant obfervers, it is afcribed to hardened 
effrontery. 

Sometimes a girl laughs with all thefimplicity of unfufpeding 
innocence^ for no other reafon but being infe&ed with odier 
people's laughing:— flie is. then believed to know more than 
Ihe (bould do. If flie does happen to underftand an improper 
thing, ihe fuffers a very complicated dtftre& : Ihe feels her mo* 
defty hurt in the nipft fenfible manner, and at the fame time is 
aflumed of appearing confcious of the injury. Tne only way to 
avoid thefe inconveniences, is never to go tol^ play that is parti- 
cularly offenfive to delicacy. Tragedy fubjefb you to no fuch 
diftrefs. Its forrows will foften and ennoble your hearts. 

1 need lay little about gaming; the ladies in this country being 
as yet almoft ftrangers to it It is a ruinous and incurable vice ; 
and as it leads to all the felfifti and turbulent paffions, is pecu- 
liarly odious in your fex. t have no objedion to your playing a 
little at any kind of game, as a variety in your amufements, pro- 
vided that what you can poffibly lofe is fuch a trifle, as pan nei- 
ther intereft you, nor hurt you. 

In this, as well as in all important points of conduct, fliow a 
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determined refolution and fteadinels. This h iiot in die feiift 
inconriftcnt widi that foftncis and gentlencfs fo amiable in your 
fex. On the contrary, it gives that fpirit to a mild and fweet 
difpofition, without which it is apt to degenerate into inli» 
pidity. It makes yoi^relpe^ble >n your owii eyes, and dignt* 
fies you in ours. 
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FRIENDSHIP, LOVE, MARRIAGE. 

J. HE luxury and dtfBpation which prevail ia 
genteel life, as it corrupts the heart in many refpe^, fo it ren* 
-dert it incapable of warm, fincere, and fteady friendlhip. A 
Jiappy choice of friends will be of the utmoft confequence to 
you, as they may affift you by their adyice and good offices. 
But the immediate gratiiication which >friendihip aflPbrds to a 
warm, open, and ingenuous heart, is of itfelf a fufficient motive 
toMurtit. 

In the choice of your friends, have your principal regard to 
foodneis of heart and fidelity. If they alfo pofleft tafte and 
genius, that will ftill make them more agreeable and ufeful 
companions. You have particular reaibti to place confidence 
4fi thole who have (hown afFe£tion for you in your early days, 
when you were incapable of making them any return. This 
is an obligation for which you cannot be too grateful. When 
you read this, you will naturally think of your motber'& friend, 
-to iriiom ypu oweTo much. 

If you h^Lve the good fortune to meet with any who deferve 

>the name of friends, unbofom yourfelves to them with the mod: 

• unfiifpicious con$dence. It is one of the world's maxims, never 

Id tnift any perfon with a fecret, the difcovery of which could 

give ]Fou any pain ; but it is the maxim of a little mind and a 

coM hearty iinle& where it isiheeffeAoCfref|uentdifappoint- 

ments 
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ments and bad ufage. An open temper, if reftrained but by to- 
lerable prudence, will make you, on the whole, much happiep 
than a refervM fufpicious one, although you may fometime» fuf- 
fer by it. Coldnefs and dillruft are but the too certain confe- 
quences of age and experience ; but they are unpleaiant feelings, 
iind need not be anticipated before their time. 

But however open you may be in talking of your ownafFairt, 
never difclofe the fecret of one friend to another* Thefe are fe^ 
cret depofits, which do not belong to you, nor have you any right 
to make ufe of th^m. 

There is another cafe, in which I fufped it is proper to be 
fecret, not fo much from motives of prudence, as delicacy— <I 
mean in love matters. Though a woman has no reafomlo be 
afhamed of an attachment to a man of merit, yet Nature, whofe 
authority is fupiirlor to philofophy, has annexed a fenfe of fliame 
to it. It is even long before a woman of delicacy dares avow to 
her own heart that ""(be loves } and wheii all the fubterfuges of 
ingenuity to conceal it from herfelf fail, (he feels a violemre done 
both to her pride and to her modefty; This, I (hould infiagine, 
muft always be the cafe where (he is not fure of a return to her 
attachment. • ^ 

In fuch a fituation, to lay the heart c/pen to any perlbii what- 
ever, does, not appear to me coniift^nt with the pefe£tioa of 
fjmale delicacy. But perhaps I am in the wrong. At the 
famt tim^ I muft tell you, that, in point of prudence, it con- 
cerns you to attend well to the confequences of fuch a dif- 
covery. Thefe fecrets, however important in your own efti- 
m^ticn, may s)>pear very trifling to your friends^ whopoffibly 

will 
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will not enter into your feelings, but may rather confider them as 
a fubjeA of pleaiantry. For this reafon, love^fecrets are of all 
others the worft kept* But the confequences to you may be 
rery ferious; as no mail of fpirit and delicacy ever valued a heart 
much hackneyed in die ways of love. 

If, therefore, you muft have a friend to pour out your heart 
to, be fure of her honour and fecreiy. Let her not be a married 
woman, efpecially if ihe lives happily with her hufband. There. 
ve certain unguarded moments, in which fUch a woman, though 
the beft and worthieft of her fex, may let hints efirape, which at 
other times, or to any other perfon than her huiband, {he would 
be incapable of $ nor mil a hufband in this cafe feel himfelf un- 
der die iame obligation of fecrefy and honour, as if you had put 
your confidence originally in himfelf; efpecially on a fubjeA 
which the world is apt to treat fo lightly* 

If all other circumftances are equals there are obvious advan* 
tages in your making friends of one anpther. The des of bloodf 
and your being fo much united in one common interefl', form 
an additional bond of union to your friendfhip. If your brothers 
fhould have the good fortune to have hearts fulceptible of friend- 
ihip, to poflefs truth, honour, fenfe, and delicacy of fentiment^ 
diey are the fitted and moft unexceptionable confidants. By 
placing^ confidence in them, you will receive every advantage 
which yott^could hope for from the friendfliip of men, without 
any of the inconvenienibes diat attend fuch connexions with our 
lex. 

Beware of making confidants of your fervants. Dignity, not 
properly ui^e^ood^ very readily degenerates into pride, which 
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ent«rf ii^O no frif^ihip^^ be^aufe it.caim«trh8jur?aii:<oqud^ vaA 
i% fo/pnd of :fla^tery, a$ tp gntf|) al£ i( eyeo froinicsry«n|s aodidogcfid-i^ 
a^itSy . The n^ft tntimgt^confiddils^ therefore,.Qf:prottd pM^iIey 
9fe, valetSrde'Ghaaafare. aod waitii^g-wotnent Shew thr. utmoftr 
humanity to your fervants ; make their fituaiKiQa.atcamforCaifato 
to thfni a$ p^b|e : but. if you.malftc th«m your cQttfidlaflts,,ybu 
fpojltbenfi, an4,debafeypurfel.vesr4 

Never zUqvu. any. p«r(ipn^ u(i4er t^. {^^efvM (^^ton . o^ 
firieii44iip, tob^^ fo fiua[^iai:a9:t9lQfe«{prppeff:ret%grd.forryQ«^ 
Never a]loW;tb^in:to te<i«^,y^ of^anyfi^'evStitlAtif di^^reeabky 
or where^ y^H;hlkVir opc^ ta]fi^}ipiatr^MbtraR». .Many wilt 
tell you, t);i^.t^isT«/t9rjif^Ji$ iofioDfifiefUiJwitlrthe fseeikMii>wbiohi 
friendfliip aUom* B.ut >.C]B^|aia -rt^^ iSiUdiifMiefiarf ia friends, 
fliypt a% in l^ve^ Withou^t iV«]^ititnt)^beJ|fae(tai>accliiM^ b»t' 
you will never be beloved $it m eqiHi4. 

1^ tempfTx aQ4:d^ritio!R^:o{ tbi: hcaafedfit^yvMnfex.niake 
y^ «(i^-.t!^^ readily. a«4 wftrody into fjteiidfltHf^.^ 
Yo^ n«tiv»l piPfiffi^y t«4t(i$ jG^dftro^g). tbatiycn&o&enjruninto^ 
i^t^a^^eswU^ yQ^fopgjif^ftA*ff^Q»!t*<wiiit0:ffepeit(ofi a^^ 
tb^ nsujc^^iaiif; firi^#iiiii»{i Uk v^ssfjBMi&m^^^ 

AnotUefg^eat-obil^gle.^^^ t^flVMriiy as^wtH afli.fosiditte&.ofi 
3^ar f];iezv)£lMP^ ia^tbf :gFM|.d^AM|gf oCyourint^^ 
pw:(uits«fiP^Ye« anri;4(i5»^, PiFrvwty, E<)r ttef^rrca&iBa^ it wouUi 
apfupar a( ficft^vi^w^im^^relifMfdiiPi you to-contiiA^ourfricfldU. 
fillip , wi^ tbfi^ n^iiH 4lxiQ^ odMr obffioiia^adbaMiCs^^ of att:. 
eaiy intercourfe between the two fexes, it occafions an emulation 
aode3(fi^V09^ine^|]^^iieyff^ftQddb^ hsiioe rtli«ir.<f e- 

J^^4xe J ^Q^^m'mz ^iffim^ti^ ctfmMn3itni»i.9xM>yukdi 

As 
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As dieir interefts in no degree interfere, diere can be no fdttn-» 
dadon for jealoufy, or fufpicionof rivalfhip. The frietidfliip of 
a man for a won^ui is always blended widi a tendernefs, which 
he never feeb for one of his own fex, even where love is in no 
degree concerned. Bcfides, we are confcious of a natural title 
you have to our protection and good ofllces, and therefore we 
ieA «n additional obligation <if honour to ferve yoU) and to Ob- 
ferve-an mviblable fecrefy, whenever you confide in us. 

But s^ply thefe obfervations with great caution. Thoufands 
of women of the btft hearts and fineft parts have been ruined by 
men who i^^tiaeh them under the l|>ecIous name of friendfliip. 
Butfiippofii^-aaumloliave the moft undoubted honour, yet 
his friendlhip to a womto is fo near akin to love, that if (he be 
very agreeable in lier pitffon, flie will probably very foon find 
a lover, where flie only wiflied to meet « friend. Let me 
here, howi^er, warn you againft that weaknefe fo conunon 
9mong vain woiiiem'--^e Imagination chat ev^ry oian who tiikea 
partiadar notioe of you is a lover. Nothhig oadi eispofe you 
arare to rUicttky tfianthe loiangiqpamanonthe fiifpicton of 
being your lover, who peihskps nevc^ir once thought of you in 
ifaat wrn^ «nd cgiving yourfelves di<tfe airs 4b <)ommoii among 
fitly WKmien on fodi oooafions. 

There is n isind of immeanii^ gallantly much praAifed by 
ibane men, whldi, if y^liave any difeernment, you will find 
FBsdIy very harmlefs. Men of this (brt wiH attend you to 
puUidc places, tiidbe ufc^ul to you by a number of litde ob* 
fervances, which tkofe of a fii)ierfor daft do not fo well under- 
ftand, or have not leifure to regard, <n jf^Ymp are too proad to 

D 2 fubn^t 
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fubmit to. Xrook on the compliments of fuch men as words df 
courfe, which they repeat to every agi^eeable woman of their 
acquaintance. There is a familiarity they are apt to aflume, 
which a proper dignity in your behaviour will be eafily able to 
check. 

There is a difFerent fpecies of men whom you may like as 
agreeable companions, men of worthy tafte, and genius, whofe 
converfation, in fome refpe£ls, may be fuperior to what you 
generally meet with among your own fex* It will be foolilh 
in you to depHve yourfelves of an ufeful and agreeable acquaint-* 
ance, merely becaufe idle people fay he is your lover. Such 
a man may like your company, without haviii^g any defign on 
your perfon. 

People whofe fentiments, and particularly whcrfe taftes cor* 
refpond, naturally like to aiTociate together, although neither 
of them have the moft diftant view of any further. conne£Uon* 
But as this fimilarity of minds often gives rife to a more tender 
attachment than friendfliip, it will be prudent to keep a watch- 
ful eye oyer yourfelves^ left your hearts become too fiur engaged 
before you are aware of it. At die fame time, I do not think 
that your lex, at loaft in this part of the world, have much of 
ihat fenfibility which difpofes to fuch attachments* What' is 
commonly called love among you is rather gratitude, and a 
partiality to the man who prefers y^ to the reft of your fex ; 
and fuch a man you often marry, with little of either perfonal 
efteem or afFe£lion* Indeed, without an unufual fhare of natu- 
ral fenfibility, and very peculiar good fortune, a woman in this 
coumry has very little probsibility of marrying for love. 

. . It 
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It hs a maxim laid down among you, and a very prudent one 
k is, That^love is not tp begin on your part, but is entirely to 
be the confequence of our attachment to you. Now, fuppofing 
a woman to have feofe and tafte, (he will not find many men 
to whom ihe can poffibly be fuppofed to bear any confidcrable 
(hare of efteem. Among thefe few, it is very great chance if 
any of them diftingujflies her particularly. Love, at leaft with 
usj is exceedingly capricious, and will not always fix where 
reafon fays it (hould. But fuppofing one of them Ihould be- 
come particularly attached to her, it is ftill extremely improbable 
that he ihould be the man in the world her heart moft ap- 
proved of* 

As, therefore, Nature has not given you that unlimited range 
in your choice which we enjoy, (be has wifely and benevolently 
afigned to you a greater flexibility of tafte on this fubje£i. 
Some agreeable qualities re;commend a gentleman to your com- 
mon good liking and frieridfhip. In the courfe of his acquaint- 
ance he contrad$ an attachment to you* When you perceive 
it, it excites your gratitude ; this gratitude rifes into a preference ; 
and this preference, perhaps^ at laft advances to fome degree cf 
attachment, efpecially if it meets with croflTes and difficulties ; for 
thefe, and a ftate of iiifpence, are very great incitements to attach- 
ment, and are the food of love in both fexes. If attachn»ent was 
not excited in your fex in this manner, there is not one of a 
million of you that could ever marry with any degree of love. 

A man of tafte and delicacy marries a woman, becaufe he . 
loves her more than any other* A woman of equal tafte and 
delicacy viarries him, becaufe (he efteems him, and becaufe he 

gi¥C» 
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gives h^ that ptreferenc^. fiut ifa man uofcttumtefy becomes 
attached to a woman whofe heart is lecredy pre*engagedy his 
attacheieftr, tnftead pf obtaining a fuitable return^ is particularly 
offeofivei and if he perfifts to teaze her> he makes ^hioifelf 
equally the ohjeSt of her (corn and averfion. 

The efFeds of love among meo-are dtverftfied by their dilGsr- 
ent teoipers. An artful man may counterfeit ^very one of 
tfaem fo as eafily to iqipafe on a youiig gh:l of an open, gene- 
rous, aad/eeltng^ieart, if ihe is not extremeljr on her guard* 
The fineft parts in fucd a gjirl may not always prove lUfficieiit 
for her fecurity. The dadc and croiofced paths of ctuining are 
unfearchable and inconceivable to an honourable and devatod 
mind. . ^ 

The fcdlowing^ I apprehend, are th^ moft genuine e&ds of 
an honoundde paffioa among the men, and the moft difficult to 
counterfeit. A man of delicacy often betrays his paffion by his 
too great anxiety to conceal ki efpecially if he has little hopes 
of fiiccefs. True love, in all its fiages, leeks eoncealnient^ and 
never expe£b fncce&. It renders a man not only re^fe&fvi^ 
but timid to liie higheft degree, io his behaviour to the wonMa 
he loves. To conceal the awe he ftands in of her, he m^ 
fometimes affe& pleaiantry, but it fits awkwardly on him, and 
he quickly rdapfes into ferioufnefs, if not into dulnds* He 
magnifies aU her real perfe&ions in his imagiaaftion, and is 
either blind to her fiulings,'Qr converts them into beauties* 
I^ke a perlbn confcious of guilty he is jealous that every eye 
ofiferves him ; and to avoid this, he Ihuns all the little. ob» 
fervances of common gadiai^y» 

His 
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Hk'keiirt and Hi»^elmradtr will be improved hi erv^ re- 
fye& by» Sis- atocfhineM; Hh manners' will become more^ 
gemley atidbis conyerHmon more agtasabk; but diflMence 
and^embarraffihentwfll always makle bim<apprar to'diiid^^antage- 
in the* company of his miftreft. If tlib ftfdnatioii continutr 
l6ng, It wiirtotaHy deprefs hi^fptritj and extingoiib^evcfy aAive, 
Vigorous^ atid-manly pritirffie of bisimind. You will find this 
flib§e£E*beatitifuIly.and pathtticaliypatht^^in Thofnfbn*^ Spring. 

When youobftrre tn a gentleman**- behaviour thfeft* marks* 
which Ihavedefcribed abovej rcfleft f6rioufly wteit.jrou are tor- 
do; If Vi^ attachment's agreeable to yow, I leave you to idn 
as natare^ good fenfe) and ddrcacylhalFdireA yoti« If you love 
him, let me advife you never to difcover to him the full extent- 
of yourlove^ no, nofdthoughyoo marryhfen* That fufSciemly 
flfews your preference, which is aS'l^ is intitled to know* If' 
He has delicacy, he wffl affefor no fth)nger* proof of'your- affetv- 
tion, fbr your Me ; iffaeh^^fenfe^ b^ wii!>rK>t aib it f<»r^Mi' 
own. This is an unpfeafent troth'v but it is my doty to let 
ytmknowit. Violent Jove carnioc fabitftj atledft cannot be-' 
expreflid, for any time togetherj on both fides^; otherwife the* 
certainconfequence, however' concefifed, is faf}ety-a«d-d?%uft# 
Nature in thts cafe has laid the referve on* yWi 

If you fee evident- proofs of a gentfeman^s altaehmewt, and- 
are detefmined^o ftrutTour -heart againft(hh», as you^ver hope»' 
to be uf^Vtth generofrty by the perfon 'wh<> ftialf engage yoor 
own'heart, tfcar htm hoitourabfjrartd humandy; Dd not let' 
him linger in a miferaUe fdrpence;^ but be- amcious'to let hint 
ktiowyout fentiments>wht» regard to hnir. 

However 
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However people's hearts may deceive them, there is firarcel/ 
a perfon that can love for any time without at lead fome diftant 
hope of fiiccefs. If you resdly wifli to undeceive a lover, you 
may do it in a variety of ways. There is a certain (pecies of 
eafy familiarity in your behaviour, which may £itisfy him^ if he 
has any diieernment left, that he has nothing to hope for. But 
perhaps yoiir particular temper may not admit of this.— -You may, 
eafily fliew that you want to avoid his company ; but if he is a 
mail whofe friendihip you wifh to preferve, you may not chufe 
this method, becauie then you lofe him in every capacity. You. 
may get a common friend to explain matters to him, or fall on 
many other devices^ if you are ferioufly anxious to put him out 
offufpencCf 

But if you are refohred againft every fuch method, at leaft d^ 
not Ihun opportunities of letting him explain himfelf. If you do 
this, you BjEt barbaroufly and unjuftly. If he brings you to an 
explanation, give him a polite, but refolute and decifive ai^wer* 
In whatever way you convey your fentiments to him, if he is a 
man of fpirit and delicacy, he will give you no further trouble, 
nor apply to your friends for their interceffion. This laft is a 
method of courtihip which every man of ipirit will difilain. He 
will never whine nor fue for your pity. That would mortify 
him almoft as much as your (corn. In (hort, you may poffibly 
break fuch a heart, but you can never bend it. Great pride al- 
ways accompanies delicacy,, however concealed under the ap« . 
pearance of the utmoft gentleneis and modefty, and is die paf- 
iion of all others the moft difficult to conquer. ^ 
There is a cafe where a woman may coquet juftifiably to the ^ 

utmoft 
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Htmoft verge which her confcfence will allow. It is where a 
gentlemain purpofely declitres to make his addrefTes^ rill fuch time 
a^ he thinks bimfetf perfet^ly fure of her confent. This at bot«* 
tctm is inteitded to force a woman to give up the undoubted pri- 
vilege of her fex, the privilege of refufing ; it is intended to 
force her to explain herfelf, in efFefl, before the gentleman 
deigns to do it) and by this means to oblige her to violate the 
modefty and delicacy of her fex,' and to invert the cleareft order 
of nature. AH this fitcrifice is propofed to be made,^ merely to 
gratify a mod: defpicable vanity in a man, who would degrade 
the very woman whom he wifhes to make his wife; 

It is of great importance to diflinguifli^' whether a gentleman^ 
who has the appearance of being your lover, delays to fpeak ex- 
plicitly, from the motive I have mentioned, or from a diffidence 
infeparable from true attachment. In the one cafe, you can 
icarely ufe him too ill 1 in the other, you ought ta ufe him 
with great kindnefs: and the greateft kindnefs you canfhew 
htm, if you ar» determined not to liften to his addrefles, is to 
let him know it as foori as poilible. 

I know the many excufes with which women endeavour to 
juftify themfelves to the world, and to their own confciences^ 
when they aS otherwife. Sometimes they plead ignorance, or 
at leaft uncertainty, of the gentleman's real fentiments. That 
may fometimes be the cafe. Sometimes they plead the decorum 
of their fex, which enjoins an equal behaviour to all men, and for- 
bids them to confider any man as a lover,, till he has dire<5Uy told 
diem fo. Perhaps few women carry their ideas of female deli- 
cacy and decorum fo far as I do. Butlmuftiay, you are not 

E intitled 
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intitkd tp plead the obligation oCthefe virtues^ in oppofkion t» 
the fuperior ones of gratitude^ jufticejandhamanicy* The mail 
h intitledto all tbefe^ who p^^efers you |^o the reft of your fex, and 
perhaps whofe greateft weaknefs is this very proference. The 
trutl) of jthe matter is, vanity, and the loye of admiration, are fa 
prev^ling a paiHon among you, that you may be confidered to 
make a yery great facrifke whenever you give up a lover^ till. 
cyery art of coguetry fails to keep him, Or till he forces you to 
an exphnatioi). You can be fond of the lore^ when youaire Ln^ 
diiFe^rent tpj or even when you defpife the lover. 

But the deepeft auid n^pft artful coquetry is emfjeyed by viro« 
mea of fuperior t^e and fenfe, to engage and fix the b^art of a 
inany whom the world and whom they d^emfelye* eSeem, air 
though they are firn^ly determjined never to marry liim» But his 
cMyerfatton ai^ufes liiem^ a^ ^is j^tt^bment is the l)igH^ft gra^* 
tification to their vani^ty i n^y, ^ey can fomettrntts be gratified 
lyith the utter nUi^ pf b^s for^e, fame, jiad bAt>piiie|iv«^«Gc4. 
fodifid^ I il^ul4 ever think fo of 2II ytmf fex ! I know nsa^y of 
them have principles, have generofity and ^nity of fouLtka^ elt^ 
y^ them above the worthleft vanity I have btett ^eakii^ oj^ 

StJu:h a woman) lam perfaaded^ mayiJwi^$^(»v«i1ta:lov«r9* 
if ^e ^n^ot give bins her aiFe&ions, into a wacmatid ftead^ 
frteiic^ prjQvided he is a man .of fenfc^ refelution, al|dcl^)dotlr•^ 
If ihfi ex|)lfiiK hecfelf £0 htm widi.a generous opennefe atni fi^ee** 
dom, he muft feel the ftf'.qke as a mail > but he will likewife 
bdar it as a man i what he (uSsrh be will fufier in filetioe* 
£ve^y fentimdnt of efteem will remain } but love^ tbongb it re<^ 
quires rtxj little food, and is eafily furfe^ted with top much^ yet 

it 



k requires tome. He will view her in the light of a married 
woman $ and thotigh paffion fubfides, ^t a man of a candid and 
generous licart always retains a tendemcfs for a woman he has 
6Rce lovedy and who has tifed hkn well, beyond what he feels 
fat «ny other of her fen. 

If he has nbt confided his own fecret to any body,^ he has an 
ttndottbted tHI( to aflc you not to divulge it. If a woman chufe 
to truft any of her companions with her own irnfbrtunate attach* 
ihents, Die may, "as it rs her awn affair alone ; but tf (he has anf 
^nerofity or gratitude^ fbe will not betray a fecret which does 
not -belong to her. 

Male coquetry tstnuchmofe inexcufable than female, .as well 
as more pernicious j but it is rare irt this country. Vei^ few 
men wiD give therafelvcs the trouble td gainf or retain any wo- 
man's afie£lions^ unlefs they have views on them either of nn 
honourable or difbonourafole kind. Men employed in the ptn-fuits 
of bu(uTe{S| ambition, of pleafure, will not give themfelves dit 
trouble to cngaige a wonian's aSedtions^ merely firom the vanity 
<HF cofiqudft, and of triumphing over the heart of an innocent 
and defencelels girl. Befides^ people never value much what is 
tntirely In their power. 

A man of parts, fentiments^ and addrei^ tf he lays aiide all 
regard So truth and bumanity, may engage the hearts of fiftjr 
wodicti at the fametime^ andmaylikewifeeondudbiscoque*' 
try with fa much art, as to pet it out of the power of any of th«t^ 
tofpedfy a fingle esqpireffion dm could be find to be direSHy cx^ 
pnsffive df love. 
This ambiguity t»fbelnntioiir, tins ^rt of keeping one mM" 
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penfe, is the great fecret of ^oquetfy in botiiTexes. It is the 
more cruel in us, t>ecaufe we can carry it what length we pleafe, 
and continue it as long as \ye pleafe, without your being fo 
much as at liberty to complain or e^cpqftulate ; whereas we cai) 
break our chain, and force you to explain, whenever we become 
impa^tient of our fitu|sitioi)« 

I have infifted the more particularly oil this fub|i£t of court* 
ihip, becaufe jt may moft readily happen to you at that early 
period of life, when you can haveiittle experience or knowledge 
•f the world i when your pafCons are warip, and your judgments 
not arrived at fuch full maturity as to be able to <;orre& them^ 
I wiih you to poflefs fuch high principles of honour and genero- 
fity, as will render you incapable of dieceiving, and at the fam^ 
time jto ppflefs that acute difcernment which may fepure yoi^ 
againft being (}e(?eiyed. 

A woman in this country^ m^y eafily p^rev^nt the Srft impref- 
fions of love, aiid every mptiye of prudence and delicacy (hould 
make her guard her he^rt againfl: them, till fuch time as (he has 
received the moft convincing proofs of the ajttachinenjt of a man 
pf fuch merit, as will jiiflify a reciprocal regard* Your hearts in« 
deed may be (hut inflexibly and permanently againft all the merit 
a man cian poflefs. That may be your misfortune, but cannot 
be your fault. In fuch a fituationi you would be ecjually tinjuft 
to yourfelf and your lover, if you gave him your haiid whenyou^ 
heart revdted againft him* But mifcrable will be your fate, if you 
allow an attachment to fteal on you before you are fure of a re- 
turn ; or, what is infinitely worfe, where there are wanting thofe 
qualities, which alone can enfure bappine^ in a married ftate« 

Jknow 
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I kaow flotUng that renders a woman more defptcaUe^ thaa 
iier thinking it eflential to happinefs to.be married. Befidesthe 
grofs indelicacy of the ientiment, it is a falfe one, as thoufiinds of 
women have experieoced* But if it was true, the belief , that it 
jsfo, and the confequent impatiipace jto ^e married, arejthemoft 
efFe£Eual ways to priey^nt ijt. ' 

You muft not think from this, that I do tiot wiih you to marry^ 
On the contrary, I am of opinion, that you may attain a fuperior 
jdegree of happinefs io a married ftate, to what you can poffibiy 
find in any other. I^know the forlorn and unproteSed iituatioo 
of an old maid, the chagrin and peevifhnefs which su-e apt tp 
ink^ their tempers, and .the great difficuhy of making a.traofii- 
tion, with dignity and cheerfulnefs, from the period of youth, 
beauty, a^micatioQ, and reaped, into the c$4m, filent, unnoticed 
retreat of declining years* 

I fee fome unmarried women, of adive, vigorous minds, and 
great vivacity of fpirits, degrading themfelves ; fometimes by 
e.ntering into a diifipated courfe of )ife unfuitable to their years, 
and j^xpofiji^g themfelves to the ridicule of giris, who might have 
been their grai;i4phildf en ; fometimes by oppreffing their ac« 
quaintances by impertinent intrufions ix)to their private affairs ^ 
arid fometimes ^y being the propagators of (candal and defama** 
tioos. Ail this i^ pwing to an exuberant activity of fpirit, which, 
if it bad foiinij er)apIoymei}t a^ home, would havfi rendere4 tfaen^ 
reCpeStzhle ^ yfefvl members ofTociety. 

I fee other women, '^^ th^ '^ui^ fituation> gende, modelf, 
ble^ed with fenie, tafte, delicacy, and every milder feminine 
virtue of the heart| but of w^k fpirits, baflxful, and timid : I fee 

fuch 



iiich Women finking htto thCcuiitf and Infignifictneef ml gra* 
ixMj io&ng eveiy ^cgtnt «ecoinplidsment j for ibis evident 
ireafon^ that tbejr ate not iiitited to a partner who has iGenfe) and 
worth, and tafte^ to icaowtheir value i ont wbo4s^able to draw 
finth tkdr concealed qualtties, and (hew tbem <o advantage | 
who can give that fupport to their feeble fpfrit^ which they fland 
fo mtfch in need .of; and who^ by his aSefiion and teadernefsy 
tnight make fucha woman happy in exerting every talent, and 
86complfifi»ng ber&Ifin every elegant art dot CDoldoontribute 
(o his amij^emeiit« 

In (hort, I am of opinion* that a married ftate, if^nftcfed into 
fcosn proper motives of eO^eem and HitFe(Slioii, will be the bap* 
pieft for yourfelves, make yt>a moft Fe^>e<£lable in. the eyes <rf 
the woridy and the moft iifeful niambers offodety. But I con«^ 
fefs, I am not enough of a patriot to wifli you lo marry for the 
good 4>f the public^ I vntti joa to marry for no other reafbn 
but tomake ytotrrfelves happier. When I aim fo particular in my 
advices about your conduct, I own tity hieart beate wifh the fond 
hope of making you wortjiy the attachment of men who will de«* 
lerve ycru, and ibevibnfibie <)f your merit. 6ut heaven forlnd, you 
fliould ettcr reihiquifli^tbe eafe and i ndependenoe ti^f a fingle lifcy 
to becomb t^et jksires of a :fool or a tyrafd t%«aprioe« 

As tbefe have laLwE^toen ni^ fentimentSy I iball do you but 
)iiftice, veben Iie»ve you in fucb Independent crrcumftanees^ as 
may lay you under no ^temptation to do from^neceffity what you 
wotfld never do from choice,—- ^This will liJiNewife feve you from 
Aat'crud mortifia*ionto«i wtxnart of fpirit, tfeeftr(picion thata 
gentleman thinks be^^foes jtoa ^n honour or a far our "vHien be afks 
you for his wife. If 
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If I Uve till you arrive al tbaC ag^t when yon ftaU be oapaUe 10: 
judge far yourfelves, and do not ftrai^gely alter my featjmenB, I 
fliall aft towards you: in a very diftereat oiaQoer to w4)at moft 
parents. do* My opinion has alway& been^ tbat^ when thafr 
period arrives^ Che parealal autfaoiity cei^* 

I hope I fhiall always treat you with that Affeftion aod eaTjr 
confidence^ whidi tw^ difpoTe ydu to look on me as your Afiend* 
la that capacity alone^ I (haU think myfclf imitled to give you 
my opiaioQ j in the dciing of wbioh^ I fliould thiidi myfelf highly 
criminal^ if I did not to like utmoft of my powei! endcavouc to 
div^ myfelf of ail perfoiyil vanity> aad d(t ptre^udicc^ in fiMrour 
of my particular tafle. If you <U4 not tfbufe to fcllovr my 
advice, I (botild nat 9n ih^ ae^uQ^t ceafe to love yoi» a^ my 
children* Though nsiy ri^l^ lo. jioutr pbedience waa expired^ 
yet I (hottld think atiijdMeg coidsi relea£» me frooa ^e ties q§ 
nature and buaaamty. 

You may perhapa imaginey<bitdieTefeni«dbehavioiir» wfaidi 
I reipoairaend to you» aad your appearing fekkm al puUie 
pIa<;eS| muft cut oiF all opportunities of your being ao{tiaintect 
with gentlemen. lam very &r from intending diis. ' I advife 
you to no re(brve» but what wiU render you more re/})e<3BA 
and beloved by our fex. I do not think public plafm filtted' 
to make peofde acquainted together^ They caa onjkjr ht JSSn^ 
tii^uifiied there by their looks and eaeteitial bcbdytour. JBisI 
it is in private companies aloqe vrixere you caa exped eaQr and^ 
agreeable converfatioo, which I flloijjld waver vrifli you to de- 
cline. H you da not al)ow gent|eipen to become acquainted 
with yo»> you- caa n^ver c^peft to marry witt^ attachment oa 

either 
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dther fide. Ltive h very feldom ptoduced at (trft fight ; at leaft 
it maft have, in that cafe, a very unjoftrfiabie foundation. 
True love is founded on efteeoi, in a torrefpondence of taftet 
^d fentiment^ and fteals on' the heart imperceptibly.' 

There is one advice I (hall leave youy to which I beg yeur 
{Articular attention. Before your aiFe£tions come to be in the 
tcaft engaged to any man, examine yout tempers, your taftesy 
and your b^rts, very Severely," ami fettk itr your o^n itiinds^ 
i^at are the requifites to your happinefs in a married ftat6 f 
and,- as it is almoft impoffible that y6u (h6uld get every thih^' 
you with, comb id a fteady determination what you are to con^ 
fider as efieiitial, and what n^ay be fabrificed. 

If you have hearts difpofed by nature for love and friendifhip^ 
and poflefs thofe feelings, which enable yoi)^ to enter into' all the 
.refinements and delicacies of thefe attachments/ confideif welly 
^ for heaven's fake, and as you value your future happinefs, be- . 
fere you give them any indolgence. If you have the misfortune 
(for a very great mfsfortune it commonly is to your kx) td 
have fuch a temper and fuch fentiments deeply rooted inyotfy. 
if you have (pirit and refolution to refifl: the folieitatfons of va- 
nity, die perfecution of friends j[ for you will have toft the only 
friend that would never perfecute you]j and can fupport the 
profpeft of the many inconveniences attefnding the ftate of an 
old maid, which I formerly pointed out, then you may indulge 
yourfelves in that kind of fentimental reading and converfation, 
which is moft correfpondent to your feelings. 

But if you find, on a ftrift felf-examination, that marriage is 
abfolutely effeatial to your happinefs, keep the fecre^ inviolable 

« 
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Uk four ewnrbofomS) for the readba I formerly mentioned ; but 
£hua as you would do the moft fatalr poifon, all that fpecies 
of reading and convor&tion, which warms the imagination, 
which engages and foftens the. heart) and raifes the tafte above 
the level of common life* If you do otherwife, confider the 
terrible conflict of paffionS, this may afterwards rai& in youc 
breads. 

If this refinement once takes deep root in your minds, andf 
you do not obey its didates^ but marry from vulgar and mer* 
cenary views,, you may never be able to eradicate it entirely, 
and then it will embitter all your married days. Inftead of 
meeting with fenfe, ^licacjr, tendernefe, a lover, a friend, an 
equal companion, in a hufhand, you may be tired with infipidity 
and dulne& i (hocked with indelicacy, or mortified by indifFer- 
ence» You wiU find none to compaf&onate, or even underftand 
your, fufferings ; for your hulbands may not ufe you cruelly, 
and Qiay give you as much money for your cloathes, perfonal 
expence^ and domeflic neceflaries, as is fuitable to their for** 
tunes* The world would therefore look on you as unreafonable 
-women, and. that did not deferve to be happy, if you were not 
fo. To avoidjhefe complicated evils, if you are determined at * 
all events to marry> I would advife you to make a]l your reading 
andaoTuiemeiits of fuch a kind, as do not afie£t the heart nor 
the jmaginaliop, except in the way of wit or huftiour, 

I have n6 view by tbefe advkes to lead your taftes; I onl^r 
want to perfuade you of the neceffity^ pf knowing your own 
minds i vHbicb) ^ though, feen\ii%ty very eafy, is what your fex 
firidooi attEun on many important occa(t6ns in life, but particu- 
larly on this of which I am fpeaking. There is not a quality I 

F more 
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more anxioufly wiih you to poflefs, than that collefled, decifire 
/pirit| which refts on itfelff which enables jou to fee where 
your true happinefs lie!^ ^^^ ^o purfue it with the moft deter*, 
mined refolution. In matters of bufineft, fdllow the advice of 
tbofe who know them better than yourfelves, and in whofe in- 
tegrity you can confide ; but in matters of feafte, that depend on 
your own feelings^ confult no one£iend whateyer> but confult 
your own hearts. 

If a gentleman males his addrefles to you, or gives you rea^ 
ibn to 'believe he will do fo, before you allow your affeAions to 
be engaged, endeavour, in the moft prudent and fecret manner^ 
to procure from your friends every necefiary piece of informa- 
tion concerning him } fuch as his chara&er for fenfe, his mo- 
rals, his temper, fortune, and family; wheAer it js tfiftinguilhed 
for parts and worthy or for foHy, knavery^ and loadifome here* 
ditary difeafes. When your friends inform you of thefe, chey 
have fulfilled their duty. If they go further, they have not that 
deference for you, Whicli a'becominjg dignity on jour part would 
cffefiuatly command. 

Whatever your views are in marrying, take every pbffible 
precaution to prevent their being diikppointed* If fortune and 
the pleafures it iirings, are your aim, it is not iuficient that the 
fettlements of a jointure and children's proviiions be ample, and 
properly fecured ; it is neceflary that you (hould enjoy -die fbn- 
tune during your own life. The principal fecurtty you c;an 
have for this will depend on your marrying a good-^naturedji ge« 
nerousmaq, who ddpifes money, and who will let you live 
where you can |>eft enjoy that pleafure^ that pomp aiid parade 
,qf life, for which you married hirtu 

From 
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Prom what I have faid, you will eafily fee that I could never 
pretend to advife whom you fliould marry ; but I can with great 
confidence advife whom you ihould not magy. 

Avoid a companion that may entail any hereditary difeafe on 
your pofterity, particularly (that moft dreadful of all human 
calamities) madnefs.. It is the height of imprudence to run into 
fuch a danger, and, in my opinion^ highly criminal. 

Do not marry a fool ; he is the nioft intrai^able of all ani^ 
ixiak ; he is led by his paffions and caprices^ and is incapable of 
hearing the voice of reafon. It may probably, too, hurt your 
vanity to have hufbands for whom you have reafon to blufh and 
tremble every time they open their lips in company. But the 
Worft circumftance that attends a fool, is his cooftant jealoufy 
of his wife being thought to govern him. This renders it im- 
{:^DffiUe to lead him, and he is continually doing abfurd and dif* 
agreeable things, for no other reafon but to (how he dares do 
thenoL 

A rake is always, a fu(picious hufband, becaufe he has only 
known the moft worthlefs of your fex. He likewife entails the 
worft difeafes on bis wife and children,, if he has the misfortune 
to have any. 

If you have a fenfe* of pelFgion yourfefves, do not think of 
huftands who have none. If they have tolerable underftandings, 
Aey will be glad- that you have religion, for their own fakes^ 
and for the frkes of their families ; but it will (ink you in their 
cfteemw If they are^ weak men, they will be eontiniialKy teazing 
and (hocking you about your principks^ If you have ehildren,. 
joo will foSki the moft bittcir diftrels, in feeing all your endea- 

F at vours 



1 



44 THE IjADIES I.IBRARY( 

yours to form thrir mtads to virtue and piety, all yoiur e&dea- 
voiifs to Tecure tbek ^efent apd eternal b^ppineis, fruftiate4 
and turned into ridicule* 

As I look on your choice of a huiband to be of the greateft 
confequence to your happinef9> I hof)e you wiH make it MPith the 
iitmoft circumipe&ion* Do not give way to a fitdden ially of 
pafSon, and dtgmfy it with the name of love* Genuine k>ve is 
not fojaoded in caprice i at is founded in nature, on honourable 
%'ie^, on virtue, on fimilarity of taftesand (ympathy of ^uk. 

If you hare thefe feiitifnents, you will never marry any one, 
when you are not in that fituation, in point of fortune, which 
is neceflary to the bappkiefs of either of you* What that cona^ 
petency may be, can only be determined by your own taftes. 
It would be ungenerous ia you to take advantage of a lover's 
attachment to plunge him into diftrefs ; ^uid if he has any 
honour, no perfonal graciiication will ever tempt bimto enter 
into any conne£^ion which wiU render you unha, py if you 
l»ve as much between ^ou as to (atisfy idl your demands, it 
is fttfficieat. 

I ftali cendode with endeavouring to remove a dURcudiff 
which muft naturally occur to any woman of refletSion on the 
£ib|e£i of marriage«T-rrWb$kt is tp beeonie of all th4><e refinements 
ef delicacy, that dignity of manners, which checked all ftmitt- 
arities, and fuQ)eoded defire io refpe^u} and awful iidaiiratiein? 
In anfwer to this, I fhall only ^^b^^ry^,. thftt if .miQ^ives of inte»- 
eft or vanijty have hsd a<iy ftiare in ypur r^f<^liiUons to jnaci^ 
none of thefe chimerical i|o<iio«as will give you any pain ; iiay> . 
ifaey will Ytry quickly appear as fidiculotts io your jown ^ce^ 

as 
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m thejr prdbobly. 4iliviiys did in the tjm ^f ymir huftands.'-^ 
Tkey bfvc been feoltiiients whkh have flosned in your imagt- 
aadons, imt have never reached jfour licasts. Sut if thtfe fen* 
timents have been truly genuine, and if you have had ihe iingti* 
lar happy fate to attach thofe who underftand them, you have 
no reaibn to be afraid. 

Marriage, indeed, will at once difpel the enchantment raifcd 
by external beauty ; but the. virtues and graces that firft warmed 
t^e heart, that referve and delicacy which always left the lover 
ibmething further to wifb, and often made him doubtful of your 
feniibility or attachment, .ipay^ an4 ought ever to remain. The 
tumult of paffion w{p nepd&ily iVbiide | but it will be fuc* 
ceeded by an endearfneni^ l})at>ffefis the heart in a more equal, 
more fenfible, an4 tender aaanner. But I muft check myfelf, 
and not indulge in de&rij^ns that may.miflead you, and that 
too fenfibly awake the iinMntuiim ■ 'if iiij happier days, which, 
perhaps, it were better for me to forget for ever. 

I have thus given you my opinion on fome of the moft im- 
portant articles of your future life, chiefly calculated for that 
period, when you are juft entering the world. I have endea- 
voured to avoid fome peculiarities of opinion, which, from their 
contradidipn to the*general pradice of the world, I might rea- 
fbnably have fufpe&ed were not fo well founded. — But, in writ« 
ing to you, I am afraid my heart h^ been too full, and too 
warmly interefted, to allow me to keep this refolution. This 
may have produced fome embarrafTment, and fome feeming 
^contradidions. What I have, written has been the amufement 
«f f<«ie folitary hours, and has ferved to divert fome melancholy 

refle£tions. 
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refledioiB. I am conlcious I undertook a talk, to which I was 
very unequal ; but 1 have difchargcd a part of my duty. You 
will at lead be plcafed with i^ » the laft mark of your &tber'i 
lore aad attention. 
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SHEPHERDESS OF YHE ALPS. 



xN the mountains of Savoy, near the road between 
Brifanfon and Modena, lies a folitary valley y the appearance 
of which ftrikes the traveller with a pleafing melancholy. Three 
hills form an amphitheatre, through which are interfperfed the 
cottoges of (hepherds. Natural cafcades, promifciious planta- 
tions of flowers and trees, and a continual verdure^ combine inr 
ornamenting &ls charming fpot* 

It was here (tat the Marquis of Fonrofe, in returning from 
France to Italy widi his lady, broke the axle-tree of his carriage ; 
and the day being far advanced, they were compelled to feek in 
dris valley a habitation for the night. As they walked towards 
the cottages, they iaw a flock take the fame road, condud:ed by 
a (heffherdefs whofe gait afl:oniihed them. They approached 
nearer, and heard her in the moft aflfe£Ung and plaindve accents 
utter thefe words : ^ The fun is now going to reft himfelf after 
^ his labour j k is thus, at the clofe of a painfiil Ufe^ die exhauft- 
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«* ed foul reunites itfelf to the pure fourccof its immortality r 
*' but, alas ! bow diftant is that timey and how long is life \" 
Saying thefe words, fhe turned into another path, and walked 
from them with an air^ which, though quite negligent, was full 
of majefty and grace. 

The Marquis and hi$ Lady, (Eruck with what they had feen^ 
and fiill more with what they had heard, doubled their ^ed u> 
overtake this (hepherdefsy whom they admired ; but what was. 
their furprize, when, under the plaineft drefs, the humbleft veft** 
ments, they (aw all the graces, all the beauties united. 

My pretty maid, faid the Marchioneis, feeing {he endeavour-^ 
cd to avoid them, fear nothing ; we are travellers, whom acci« 
dent obliges to feek in this village a lodging for a night ; will 
you be our guide ? I am forry, Madam, faid the Ihepherdefe, caft« 
ing down her eyes and blufhing, that you are put to this bardibip^ 
for thefe cottages are the habitations of the poor,^ and you will be 
badly lodged. You lodge thete yoiirfelf, without doubt, replied 
the Marchtoneis, and I can very well fupport for a night, the in» 
conveniencies which you fuffer always. I am formed for it^ faid 
the (bepherdeis, with a charming modefty. No, certainly, &id the 
Marquis, who could no longer diflemble the emotion'which fbe; 
cauibd within him ; No, you are not formed to fufter^ and fortune 
has been unjuft; Is it poffible^ lovely creature, that fo nunyr 
charms Should be concealed in this deiart, under this habit? For-^ 
t^ne, Sir, replied. Adelaide, (for that was the name ofthe (hep- 
herdefs) is not cruel when we can enjoy what {he be{lows oh us ; 
my ftate has pleafures which are unknown in any other, and ufe 
ma)ces that agreeable to us, which to you would beinfupportable.^ 

That 
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l^hat may be, faid the Marquis, with thofe whom heaven has 
ient into the world in this oblcure condition ; but you, wonder- 
ful girl^ you whom I admire, you who enchant me, was never 
born what you are now| your air, youV look, your voice, 
your language, all betray you; every word that you have 
fpoken (hows a cultivated underftanding, and a noble way of 
thinking ; tell us by what ftrange misfortune ypu are reduced 
to this low fttuation. For a man that is unfortunate, replied 
Adelaide, there are a thou(ahd ways by which he may make 
himfelf otherwife ; but for a woman, there is no honeft refource 
but fervitude : happy are they who ferve good people. If you 
will go and fee thofe I belong to, you will be charmed with the 
innocence of their lives, the candour, fimpKcity, and honefty, cf 
their manners. 

' In a (hort time they arrived at the cottage, which was fepa* 
rated by a partition from the fold where the unknown drove in 
her (beep, counting them with the moft ferious attention. Ar^ 
old man and. wbman (fuch as they -paint Philemon and Baucis) 
came to receive them with that ruftick freedom which feemed to 
recal the golden age ; We have nothing to offer you, faid the 
good woman, better than clean firaw for a bed, and milk, fruit) 
and barley bread, for noiirifliment ; but the little which heaven 
has given us we will fhare with you^ with all our hearts* 

Our travellers^ in entering the cottage, were furprized at the 
order in Which every thing* was placed ;. the table, confiding of 
oidy one plank of walnut tree, was of a ihining brown, on whicli 
were placed flowered earthen veflels defigned for milk ; and e veiy 

thing prefedted the jmage of contented poverty, by the fatisf^'^ 
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tion they cxprcflfed in the enjoyment of the necefiaries of 
life. 

It is our dear daughter, faid the old woman, who takes care of 
the houfe. In the morning, before (he drives her flock into the 
fields^ and indeed as foon as the days dawns, (he cleans and place9 
every thing in the moft decent order, fo as to leave me no 
trouble. What ! faid the Marchionefs, is this ihepherdefs your 
daughter? Ah I Madam, replied (he, I would to heavenx(b« 
vras ! but it is my heart only which gives her that name $ for 
though I feel the love of a mother for her, yet I am not fo happy 
as to have borne her : alas ! I was not worthy to bring fuch a 
giri into the world. Who is (he then ? from whence did (he 
come f and what misfortune has reduced her to this condition } 
All that is unknown to us, replied the danie. It is (our years 
fince (he came hither) dre(red like a country gir}, and offered 
I^er fervice to look after our flocks. We made no fcruple of 
faking her, and indeed would willingly have maintained her fof 
nothing ; (o much did her good looks and fweet behaviour gaiif 
upon us. We were curious to know her birth ; bi|t our quef* 
tions aflliding her, vrc diou^ it bcft tk> ieftEt. Our refpcA 
ftill cBcreafes the longer we know her ; but the more weeH'r 
deavour to fet her above ourielves, the nunc (be huo^les her<f 
felf to us. Never had daughter more teod^nefs for her r^) 
parents than (he (or vs. It is true, flie cannot obey us, hecaufe 
we never command ; but it (bems* ^s if Oie couU divipe ; ih# 
finticipates all our wifhes^ In^ted I can kok on her aS'no43dwf 
than an angel (ent to comfort our old age. 

^nd d<H»$ Afi really do ^U your o^PioQT faiifuie(s, deinaiule4 

thp 
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i&e Mat^rliioilds t Yei, madam : ihe girts freOi ftr iw to tte 
S»eep, fll^ oiilks the goate and cows^ and il (eetos as if her band 
gave new fweethefs to the milk ; for when I go to fell it in the 
toMTii) t never have enough For my cuftomers^ they find it fo deli- 
cious. This dear child is nevi^r idle ; for (he employs herleifure 
in w^ks of ftraw and twtgs^ which every body admirest I wifll 
you was to fee. how prettily fee plaits them together : every 
tiling becomes precious under her fingerls* YoU feei Madam^ 
we appear to live an eafy and tranquil life : it is (he who pro- 
eures it us ; it is this heavenly girl who rehdefs us happy. Is 
(he (o herfelf, demanded the Marquis ? She endeavours to per- 
fiiade us that (he is^ Replied the old man.; ' but I have often oh^ 
ferved to my wife, that in returning from the fields in an evenings 
ihe has had her eyes full of tears^ and a countenance the mod 
afflided in the world. When fee fees us fee afFedls to fmile ; 
but we ean plainly perceive that there i3 fome grief which cen- 
fumes her, though we dare not enquire the caufe. Ah ! Madarh^ 
rejoined the old woman, what pity is it that this girl feould be fo 
4»bftinate as to attend the flock in fpite of rain and fnow ! A bun-* 
jred times have I been on my knees^ to beg fee would let me take 
her place, but my prayers have been in vain. She rifes with the 
fun; fee goes out, and returns in the evening fliiF with cold. 
Judge, fays fee to me with tendernefs, if I would let you quit 
your (ire, and expofe your age to the rigours of the feafon, when 
I can hardly bear it my(elf. At the fame tjme fee carries undet 
her arms the wood that warms us ; andif I complain of the fa- 
tigoe fee gives herfelf^ let me alone> my good mother, fays ttxei 
it is by excrcHe that I preferve myfelf from cold ; labour is paoper 
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for my age. Li fine, Madam, (he is fogoodandlbchanningi 
that my buiband and I never fpeak of her without tears in our 
eyes. 

But fuppofe (he (hould leave you, demanded the Marchionefs ) 
We would not willingly lofe her for the whole world, interrupt* 
ed the old man ; but, if (he was to become more happy by it, we 
(hould find confolation in that, and die content. Alas, yes, re- 
plied the old woman, burfting into tears. I wi(b to heaven (he 
had a fortune more worthy of her ! I did indeed hope, that her 
dear hand might clofe my eyes ; but I love her more than 
inyfclf. 

Here the arrival of Adelaide interrupted their difcourfe. She 
appeared with a dilh of milk in one hand, and in the other a baf« 
ket of fcmt ; and after having faluted diem with an enchanting 
grace, (he began to prepare ibr fupper. 

You give yourfelf a great deal of trouble, my dear child, faid 

ft 

(he Marchione(s to her. I endegvour. Madam, replied (he, to 
fulfil the intentions of my m^flfer and miftrefs, who defire to 
receive you in the beft manner they are able. You will make 
(continued (he, ipreading a cloth on the table, which, though 
courfe, was extremely white) a frugal and ruftick meal. This 
bread is not the whiteft in the world, but it is well-tafted : thefe 
eggs are fre(h^ the milk is good, and the fruit fucl^ as the feafoii 
yields. 

The diligence, the attention, the noble and decent grace with 
which this wonderful (hepherde(s performed all the duties of 
hofpitality, the refpeA (he paid the old folks every time they 
Q)pke to bdr^ and the attention with whichihe watched their eyes 
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to know what they wogki have done, filled the Marquis and his 
hdy with aftoni(hmet)C and admiration ; from the moment they 
retired, they taliced of nothing elfe, and agreed, that in order to 
plear up this myftery, they ^ould take the bfs away with them. 

At break of day, ope of their fervants, who bad palTed the 
liight in repairing the damage done to their carriage, came to 
let them know it was ready« The Marchionefs called for the 
ibepherdefs, and addrefled her as follows ; Without dcfiring to 
penetrate into the fecret of your birth, and the caufe of your un-* 
happinefs, I find myfelf greatly interefted in your favour; I fee 
your fortitude raifes jrou above misfortune, and that you can ac- 
commodate your mind to your prefent condition. At the fame 
time that I admire your virtue, I muft think that conditon un-^ 
worthy of you ; I can, amiable unknown, give you a better fate; 
the intentions of my Lord agree perfectly with mine : I have at 
Turin a confiderable eftate, but I want a friend, and I believe I 
fiiaH be poiTefled of an iqeftima|^]e.trp»^ey if I can make one of 
you ; if ypti will live with me, fhink of this propofal, and take 
from it, I l^efeeiph you, all idea of fervitude $ 1 do not believe you 
was born in jth^t fta^e ; but if I am deceived, I had rather raife 
you above your birth th^n I^t you continue in it : I repeat it to 
you, it is a friend thajt I ly^nt ; be not concerned on account of 
thefe good people ; they (hall be no lofers by your quitting 
them, at lead they (hall have wherewithal to pafs the remainder 
pf their days ir> eaie and comfort^ ai^d ^t i$ frgrn your hands they 
ihall receive thofe benefits. 

The old people, who lyj&re prefent .^t the difcoi^rfe, threw 
(hemfclves at the feet of the Marchionefs^ and kifled her hands ^ 
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they conjured the young flbepherdefs to accept of'thefc gtntrotH 
oilers reprefenting to her, with tears m their eyes, that they 
Were on the fc^rinlc of the gfave^ and at their death flroukl Ieav<! 
her in a ftate of total folitude, in •which (he could neither te 
happy Hot fafe. The ibef^berdefs, embracing them, itihigled hef 
tears whh theirs ; Ihe rendered thanks to the bounteous Mar<{ui^ 
and MarchionefS)* whh a fenfibility that added to her charm^^ 
Though I cannot^ fays (he, accept of your bounty, becaufe heavenr 
has marked this for thy place of refidence, and the will of heaven 
tnuft be acCompK&ed ; yet your goodnefs is graven on my heart 
In charaders which can never be efllaced : the refpe£ted name of 
Fonrofe will be ever prefent iil my mind ; and let me, fays Ihey 
blufhing and caftnig down her eyes^ beg one hvour more of 
diofe who do honour to that name i it is to bury this adventure 
hi eternal filene'e, and leave the world ignorant of the fite of art 
i&nfortunate girl, who wilhcfs to Hve and die in obfcurityir 

The Marquis and Mardiiotlbfs of Fonrofe heard her with 
grief and amazement, and repeated their recjueits, butfiiewali^ 
rmmoveable ; and they at length parted, not without tears ort 
both fides. The traveller^ durrftg tbc reft of their jburneyy 
could talk of nothing but this romantick afiair ; they could icarce<« 
ly believe it real; their imaginations ^efeflill full pf itwheii 
they arrived at Turin, They doubled not but the fhepherdeflf ' 
muft have fome great reafon for fo ftrongly enjoining tbem fe- 
crefy, and what this reafon was,furniibed an irtexhauiUble fourcif 
for refledion and conjecture. 

A fon of the Marquis's, who was generally prefent at thefe 
difcourfes, loft not a circumftancc. He was at that age, wbeii 
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Che irugihation is the mdftfuiceptible of tender impr^ony. 
All that he heard recounted of th^ charms, the viitues, and the 
misfortunes of the fbepherdefe - of Savoy, raifed in his foul the 
mo& ardent defire to fee ber^ He brought her iouge conti- 
nually before him« and compstfed it with all he bad ever feen^ 
nnd Ibund tfa^ all , feU infiqieely fiiort of (he idea he had con- 
ceived of her* The ctfy of Tarin grew odious to him ; his 
Noughts were inceffimtly eioployed on that valley, which con«- 
ccalcd from the world one of its greeted ornaments. At the 
bmc tiix^ he ^carefully hid wbat pafied in bis mtod from his 
friends, fearing they flxouk) prevegilt bjs wtflie$. Tbey will 
never, Ays he, confent to my taking a jouf«ey tp fee her ; and 
0ie berieif, was (be apprized of my defign, would be fritted df 
jny puiiuit^ and would not iail to hide herfelf from me. 

In thefe refle^ons he fpent his tiaie for about three mbndis, 
when at length be took a refolution to quit ^l for ber, and to go 
difguiied like a fliepherd to ftek her in her folitude. He fud« 
denly di(appeared : his parents were filled with furprize and inr 
quietude, which every day increafed. They fearcbed for htm, 
<)nit in vain $ they were filled with defpair* A quarrel, an aflaffi^ 
nation^ every thing that was dreadful, prefefited itfelf to their 
fancy : and thefe unfortunate parents wept» without ceafing, for 
^e lo& of their fon, jtlieir only hope^ Meanwhile Fonrofe, un- 
'der the habit of a (hepherd, <^ered his fervice to the villagers^ 
vhofe iheep fed in the valley. His ^inbition was filled ; they 
conmutted a 9oak to bis care. 

At firft he let them guide bim, hoping they might ftray whens 
(the (bepberdefs kept hcr's* If} fays be, this beautiful reclufe is 
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unhappy, her heart will find fome relief in a frfend, iff tan pro^ef 
myfelf one : or if it is only a tafte for an innocent and tranq«iil 
life, which keeps her here, ihe inuft fometioies feet uneafy mcr' 
nients, in which (he would be glad of foeiety to amule her; H 
I could then render mine agreeable to her^ we {hoold in time be- 
come friends i for furely id this place we only are fitted for the 
conver&tion of each other ; and a6<|uatntanCe is not very diftant 
from friendihip^ and friendCbip is ftill nearer to love/ 

One day, as be was indidging himfelf in tbefe thoi^ghts, his 
eyes at the fame time vtrandering acrofs the ccmntry^ he heard^ 
.not far from him, the voice of her whofe charms had Been fa 
much commended. It is here, (aid the (hepherdefs iii the moft 
plaintive tone, it is here that I tafte the only pleafure which this 
world has for me ! my grief and fettled melancholy I prefer to 

* 

all the deceitful joys of life* ■ . * 

Tbefe accents wounded the terlder heart of Fonrofe. What 
can, fays be, be the caufe of this* grief which Confumes her ? ah,- 
how defiraWe it would be to give her comfort ! Abopeftiit 
more fweet flattered his wifbes. He feared to alarm the ibep-> 
herdefs by imprudently indiilgii^g 'his impatience of feeing h6fy 
and for the firft time was fetisfted with bearing only. '^ . . 

The next day he returned to the meadow, and placed btnsfelf 
at the foot of a rocky from whence oft the day before he had 
heard that melodious voice. I muft not forget to tell my reader, 
that Fonrofe, to tbe fined perfon in the world, joined thofe ta- 
lents which fo much diftinguifli the young nohiitf of Italy. He 
played on the flute Bke B^iMzzi himfelf]^ from whom be had ror 
ccived bis leiTons. 

Ado* 
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Adelaide was now refting her flock on one fide of the moun- 
tain, not far from the ihepherd. She was fo deeply funk in 
afilidion, that (he did not even give it vent by words. The 
wind and every thing was ftill ; when on a fudden this profound 
filence was interrupted by plaintive notes from the flute of Fon* 
rofe. Thefe uncommon founds excited in the foul of Adelaide 
a furprize mingled with trouble^ She had never before heard 
any from the (hepherds but the mod ruftick muiick. She ftood 
fixed in attention, looking round to fee who it was that made 
fiich fwefet harmony ; and perceived a young (hepherd fitting inr 
VL cavity of the rock, atthe foot of which his flock was feeding. 
She walked nearer, the better to hear him. Here, fays (he, is an 
inftance of what nature unaiEfted can arrive at. Had this (hep- 
herd been taught by the greateft artift, could he have exceeded 
what he does now ? What delicacy in the turns ! What variety 
in the notes ! Can it be faid that tafte is not a natural gift ? 

Since the time Adelaide had lived in folitude, this was the 
frft time that her grief had been fufpended by any pleafing emo- 
tion, and (he indulged it without reftraint. Fonrofe, who faw 
her approach without feeming to have done fo, was fitting at 
die foot of a willow tree ; he feized the moment of her re- 
treat, and led his flock fo as to meet her on the brow of the hill ; 
he looked once at her, and continued his road as if bufied only 
iKnth the carSe of his (heep, but that flight view was fufficient to 
fill him with admiration : What eyes ! What a mouth ! What 
fine features ! How lovely, though bbfcured by that fixed gloom 
which was fpread on her countenance ! It was plain that grief 
alone had faded the rofes in her cheeks ; 4nit that which ftruck 
hkn moA of all her charms, was the noble elegance of her gait, 
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the cafe of htr movements ; (he (eemed like a young ce£U| whofe 
tender ftem yielded to the foft breeze of the sepbyrs* My pa«r 
rents have not ioxjc her )uftice, kjs he j t)iey have too faintly 
delcribed this unknonrn beauty^ who merits the adorajtion of the 
world ^ and is it in thii deiart that 0ie Uvea f She wl^o is worthy 
Co have kii^s at her feet, is employed in the c^re of a flock of 
sQieep: mider what veftments does (he appear f yet flie adorns 
^very things and nothing disfigures her v but what a life is thi^ 
for &> delicate a frame \ the coarfieft food, a £ivage clim^tp, and 
^ bed of ftraw F Great God ! Yes,^ I wiU draw ber from &i» 
too wretched ftate, fo unworthy of her. 

Thefe were has refiedions the reft of fbe evening, u9tU flieep 
put an end to themi otdy ta pre&at hioi with her unage* Ade«« 
laide^ on her fide^ was fenflUy ftruck with die youth andfyeaut/ 
of Fonrofe, and could not help admiring ^e caprice of fortune ; 
How nabire, fays flie, has adorned bim with every gca^ce ! but 
alas ! in the fiate he is^ thefe gjifts are en^cefy ufeleft^ and 
would, perhaps, in a more ei^ted ooue be a nusfor^one : Wibai 
evils does not beauty caufe in the world! Fatal giftf who 
would wifh to be pK>fleiIed of d^e ? Tbcfe refie&loQS embittered 
gll the pleafure ihe had taftfsd ; (be repro^hed herfelf with 
leaving been fen&ble q( it> and reioli^ed fof ib^ futuce nojt to 
admit it. 

The next day Fomofe th<mght jQie feoned to ayoid him, an^ 
wsis filed with .concern : Does Ihe, &ys he, pecceive my di%uife t 
Have i betrayed myfelf ? Tliefe unquiet tj^ioiigbts tQ9k him VP 
^he. whole day ; and liis'flute W4^ n/sgledfed* Adel^^ was nq| 
ib diftaot but (be^Qi^ veiy veil i^xs (»ear4 ^^ ^ ^f^^^ 
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d&otklQM her : flie began herfelF to fing one of her own pIaUi« 
ti^e coQipofidonSy die words of which were thcfe ; 

- _ * 

Ail nature feeqis to flare my paini i 

The birds on t9*ty tree, 
Wfdi tender nocds, and |)laindre ftnini^ 

la cfneett joai with iiie< 

Fond echo ts my fofig r^pltety 

For me file kindly gijevds ; 
The Kephyrs intittate my fighs,- 

As rttftliftfg through th^jeavei^ 

Tlie nsunhVing brocdc, thrdi%h flow^fy ▼afelt^' 

Thie mottrolidthettiepul'ruesi 
Wfdi me it weep4 my woe bewail^ 

Which e¥*ff day rene'ws. 

FcHii^ofe beard her^ and codd not help jdinlnig wiith his duM/ 
Never was a concert more aSbAing than that of Fonrofe and 
Addaide : Oh, heavens ! fays (he, With a^nifiin^etit, I dare- 
not believe my fenfet! It i^ ndt sr (Ke^erd^ ^vtt a Ood which I 
beat J Cofitd the naturiii notion of harmony {nfpite thefe con* 
cords? As ihe ^k^diefe w^nrdsv ^ ^^^^ liidody, or rather ace- 
lefti;^ one, mkdef (ho vaBey refound ; Adelaide thbught (he (aw 
realifed all the litotiders that p^ff attributes t6 her charming 
lifter : iconfidM and fpeedHIefi, ffie'knew not whedier &e ought 
6> fly frons prdidiriprhirfelf t^ tdi^ et^haottneot. As fhe was 

Hz » 
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in -this dilemma, (he perceived the (hepherd aflemUing bis fiock 
to return home. 

He is ignorant, fays (he, of what delight he gives his hearers; 
his mind is too fimplf to be vain. Great indeed rs the power of 
mufick ! it is the only talent which can be enjoyed alone ; all 
others require witnefies. This was the grft o£ heaven to man 
i n the ftate of innocence ; it is the pureft of all pleaAires : Alas ! it 
is the-only one that I am now capable of tailing; and I look upon 
this fliephcrd as a new echo, who is come to repeat my grief. 

The following days Fonrofe affe£led to keep at a diftancein 
his turn : Adelaide was afHi£ied at it : Fate, fays fhe, feems to 
envy me this feeble confolation ; I delivered myfi^too eafily to 
it, and for my punifhment I am deprived of it. One day it hap- 
pened that they met on the brow of the hill ; Adelaide could not 
refift her defire of fpeaking ; Shepherd, fays fhc, do you keep your 
flock at any great diftance from hence ? I don't know, fays he ; 
for it is not I who conduft my flock, but they condufl me ; they 
know thefe places much better than I do, and I leave it to them 
to chufe the beft pafture. You are a'ftranger then, replied the 
(bepherdefs : Pray from whence came you ? I«was born on the 
other fid.e of the Alps, apfwers Fonrofe, Was! you born among 
*t*ie fliephcrds, purfued (he i Since I ^m one myfdf, returned he, 
cafting down his eyes, you furely muft believe I was born among 
them. Yet. that is what I much doubt, replied Adelaide^, ob- 
erving him with attention : your talents,^ your limguage, your 
air, all convince me that you was born to a better fi»te« 

You are very good, anfwered Fonrofe ; but why would you 
believe nature has denied every thing to fhepherds; is itbecaufe 

you 



OR, PARENTAL PRESENT. it . 

.A 
you was born a queen ? Adelaide bluflicd at this reply, and an- 

fwered haftily ; The other day, faid {he, your flute accompanied 

my fong with a tone, which would have been furprizing in a " 

fimple keeper of fheep. Your voice would not have been left 

ib to me, replied Fonrofe, in a iimple iEhepherdefs. But had 

you never any inftruftions, purfued fhe? Only as you have, 

returned he, the guide of my heart and my ear : you fung, I 

neard you; that which my heart felt, my flute explained » I 

breathed my foul into it: this is the whole fecret ; nothing can be 

more eafy. That is incredible, faid Adelaide* I iaid the fame 

when I heard youj replied Fonrofe ; neverthelefs we muft be-^ 

lieve it : do you think nature and love do not fometimes unite 

the moft valuable qualities with the moft humble fortune, to 

fliew that riches alone will not ennoble us ? 

While they difcourfed thus, they advanced into the valley ; 
Sind Fonrofe, animated by a ray of hope, began to fing a fprightly 
air ; but Adelaide interrupted him. Ah 1 in pity, fays (he, fpare 
my foul the image of a fentiment which it can never feel ; this 
folitude is facred to grief, her echoes are unaccu domed to re- 
]peat the profane founds of joy ; here every thing mourns with 
ine. ' I haVe enough to complain of as well as you, replied the 
young {hepherd ; and thefe words, pronounced with a deep (igh, 
were followed by a long filence ; until Adelaide firft broke it : 
You have enough to complain of, you fay, refumed fhe ; is it of 
men, or is it of fate ? I do not know, faid he ; but I am far from 
being happy ; pray enquire no farther into the caufe. 

Hear me, faid Adelaide : Heaven has certainly brought us to- 
gether to be a comfort to each other j the fecret griefs with which 

my 
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my heart is opfirefledy are too heavy for me^ I link beneath th«> 
weight x>f diem* If you know whatitis tobeunhaf^y, yon 
9ught to be comfKiffionate^ and therefore fit for my confidence i 
but promife me it (hall be mutual. 

Alas! faid Fonrofe^ my evils are of fucba nature, I fliadlper^ 
haps be condemned never to reveal them* This myfterious an^ 
fwer only redoubled the curiofity of Adelaide. Come to mor« 
lows iays fixe, to the foot of this hill, under this old bufhy oak, 
where you have heard me figh j here will I tcli you things which 
will uccite your pity. 

Fonrofe psfled the night in a dreadful agitation : his fiite de« 
qendfid on what he was to hear : a thouland fnghtfial ideas cm^ 
ployed his mind ; but what he dreaded moft was, to be made the 
confidant of an unfortunate and fiuthful amour. If ihe lovesi 
fiys be, I am loft. 

The nextday^ asfoon as he arrived at the appointed place, ht 
iaw Adelaide coming towards it. The fun was obfeured by 
clouds ; and the gloom of the morning agreed well with th« 
fubje6k of their converiation. 

When they were (bated at the foot of the oak, Adelaide {poke 
thus : You fee thefe fiones which the graft begins to cover, they 
are the tomb of the moft tender, die moft virtuous <^bmiI| 
whom my love and imprudence deprived of lile. I am of a di& 
tinguifhed ftmily in France : the Count d' Oreftan conceived 
forme the moft tender paffion^ I was fenfible of it^ I was ib to aa 
excefs ; my parents oppofed. it^ and my love, increafed by that 
ojipofidon, made me conient to a marriage, facred to yirtuoua 
^ul^ but diiallowed by the laws. Italy was^tbpn die theatre^ 

war: 
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tM»f t 917 lord HW onjei ed to JQta the eorps of which he was 
ciommaaiir; I vent with him to Bri&iif on, where my foottfli 
tendprneA ^ietained him two cby$ beyond his time. This younj 
wobl^mmit full of honpur» put off his journey with extreme re^ 
Jufbnce ; he fiucrHipcd his ^tjf to me, but what had I to facri* 
lice to him but myfelf? At. length he refifted my tears, and 
tore (iimfelf 60m ine when it was too hte ; I accompanied him 
to this valley, where I received bis laft adieu, and returned to 
Brituicon, there to wait tiU I heard from him* . A few days 
after, i^ews arrived of a battle ; I feared for d* Oreftan \ I wiili^ ^ 
ed for his glory, but feared for his iafoty \ when I received a 
letter to this effcft : I fliall be fiich a day, and fuch an hour, in 
the v^tey, and under the oak where we (Kuted ; I ihall be there 
alone, and beg that you wouh) be fo too ; I ftill live only for 
you* How great was my miftake \ I perceived in this letter 
only an impatience to fee me ; I applauded that impatience ; I 
Was puniftual to the appomtment*. D' Oreftan appeared, and 
after the mc^ tender (alute, I have oUiged you, my dear Ado» 
hide, (aid he, and in doing^b have failed in my duty to my coun^ 
try, when that duty was of more importance than my life : what 
I foared has happened % a battle has been fought ; my regiment 
€hai:ged, performed prodigies of valour, and I was not there *^ 
I am jiiftonoured, loft without refource ; I wilt not reproach 
you with my misfortune, I have but one £icrifice to make you> 
and I (hall then have finifbed. 

At this difcourfe, pale, trenMing,^ and panting for breath, I 
caught my hufl)and in my arms ; at the fanrie jdme I felt my 
Uood freeze in my veins s my knees bent under me^ and I felt 

with- 



64. THE LADIES LIBRARYr 

without motion ; he took advantage of my fwoon to tear him* 
felf from mC) and I was foon recalled to life by thenoife of the 
piftol which gave him his death : I will not endeavour to paint 
my Tituatiohy it is not to be defcribed ; and thefe tears which 
you fee me (bed, thefe figfas which ftifle my voice, can give you 
no idea of the anguiih> of my fouL 

After having pafled a whole night iighing over the corpfe in. 
fiupid grief, my firft care was to bury with ix my fhame ; my 
own hands dug his grave ; I do not endeavour to move your 
pity by what I fay ; but the moment, in which the earth feparated 
me from the fad remains of my hufband, was a thoufand timea 
more terrible than that can be, which will part my foul from my 
body : exhaufted by grief and want of nouriflimentf my weak 
hands employed two days in digging this grave with inconceiv- 
able pains ; when my (Irength failed me, I repofed myfelf on the 
livid cold bread: of my hulband: in fine, L rendered him tho 
duties of burial, and my heart promifed to wait in thijs place for 
the time wheh we Ihould be reunited. Meanwhile qruel hunr 
ger began to devour me ; I thought it a crime to refufe nature[ 
the maintenance of a life much more grievous than death. I 
changed my drefs for the (imple habit of a (bepherdefs, and em- 
braced this (late as my only refuge ; (ince that time aU my €on«> 
folation has been to weep over this grave, which (ball be my jown; 
You fee, purfued {he» with what flncerity I have opened my foul 
to you. I can with you, undifguifed, weep in freedom^ it is a 
folace I have need of.- But I wait for the fame confidence j^ora 
you : think not that I will ever abufe it. I fee clearly that the. 
ftate of a ihepherd is more new and ftrange to you than to me* 

You 
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You ara young, perhaps fenfiUe ; and if I may truft my conjec- 
tures, our evils have the fame fource, and, like me, you have 
loved ; if fo, we {hall be the more inclined to pity each other. 
I look upon you as a friend, whom heaven, touched by my mis- 
fortunes, has kindly fent me in my folitude : look upon me as 
one capable of giving, if not the beft councils, at leaft a confol-, 
ing exam^er 

You affcfl: me fenftbly, faid Fonrofe, overwhelmed with what 
he had heard; nor can you conceive the impreffion the recital 
of your misfortunes has made upon me. Alas ! it is out of my 
power to return' that confidence which you have teftified to me, 
and of which you are fo worthy : but fuch is the nature of my 
fufferings, that an eternal filehce muft bury theihin the depth 
of my heart. You are very unhappy, continued he, with a deep 
figh : I am ftill more fo. That is all I can tell you : be not of* 
fended 'at my iilencei: I am condemned to it. Allow me to be 
your conftant coti&panion;; I will endeavour to iweeten your 
labour ^ I will partake of your cares ; I will weep with you over 
this tomb 4 I will mix my tears with yours ; you fhall never re- 
pent the having tr«fted with your grief a heart, alas, but too 
fenfiUe. 

I repent it already, faid ilie, with coi^uikm ; and both with 
down cail eyes • withdrew* Adelaide, in quitting Fonrofe, 
thought t^ law on his face the-expreffion of deep forrow. I 
have renewed the ferife of his troubles, fays Qie, and with what 
muft that fill him^ fince he believes himfelf more mi&rable than 
I ! From that day Adelaide and Fonrofe neither fought nor 
avoided each other; when they met, loaks of defpair were all 
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their coiweriation ; if he fouad her we^mg on the gnvt ofher 
hufband) his heart- was (eized at once Vfith pity, j^aloufy, and 
grief; Ke contemplated her fai filence, and replied to her fobs- 
only by the moft profound figlis. 

Two months pai&d away in; this painful manner, and Adelaide 
iaw the youdi of Fonrde wither as a flower- She was the more- 
afflided at it, as (be could not find out the caufe ; for fhe w^ far 
from fufpediing it to be herfelf. Hbweverys as ft is natural when: 
two fentiments (bare die &me fi>ul^ that one muft weaken the 
*\ otjier, it is certain the regret of Adelaide^ for the death oi 

i* Oreftan, became Ictk violent every day,, in proportion as her pity 
for Fonrofe increafed. She was very fure that her pity was in* 
nocent s the objed of tins generous eoncem- was continual!/ 
prefent, and thp languifliing ftate, in which (he (aw him, made 
her think it her duty to endeavour to comfort hinu 

You die, faid (he to him, and you add to my other grief^ that 
of feeing you confume before my ey«s,. without being able to 
afford a remedy. If therecitalof the. imprudence of my youth 
has not rendered me defpicable to you ;. if die moft pure friend* 
ihip is valuable ; in fine, if you are not willing to render me 
more miferable than I was before I knew you, truft me with 
the caufe of your (brrow ; you have only me with you to 
help and comfort you. Your fecret,.fuppofihg it to be more im* 
portant than mine, you neednot fear being difcovered; The 
deathof my hufbandhas putan abyii between the world and me, 
and the confidence which I exBfiw!ll:veryfoon be buried in that 
grave, where grief is fwifdy conduAingrme. 

I hope I (hall be there fir((, faid Fonrofe ; . leave me, I befeecb 

you. 
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you, to finifh my deplorable life, withoat giving you reafon to 
reproach yourfelf for having abridged the courfe of it. 

Oh heaven ! what do I bear, cried (he, aftoniflied ! ' I ! have 
I contributed to the evils which overwhelm you ? you pierce 
my heart. What have I done ? what have I (aid ? alas, 1 
^emble ! Oh God ! haft thou fent me into the world only to 
make others wretched ? Speak, tell me ; this is not a time to 
conceal who you are ; you have diflembled too long already. 

I am then, ^lid Fonrofe, the Ion of the travellers whom you 
filled mth admiration and refped. What they recounted of 
your virtue and charms inipired me with the fatal dedgn of com* 
ing to fee you under this difguife. I have left my family to weep 
die lofi of their only fon. I have feen you ; I koovirwhat fixes 
you in this places I know the only hope I have is to die id 
adoring jkiu : (pare, I beg, your ufelefs counfels and unjuft re-^ 
proaches ; my refolution is as firm, as little to be (haken, sis 
yours. If, by betraying my fecret^ you trouble the laft moments 
c( my life, you will do me an unnec^ry wrong, which can be 
of n6 (ervice to yourfelf. 

Adelaude, touched by the calm defpalr which appeared in this 
young gentleman, began to oonfider how ibe could recal him to 
life, and reftore him to his parents. Heaven, fays (he, o(Fers 
me this opportunity of acknowledging their goodne(s. Thus, 
inftead of putting on an ill-timed rigour, all that the moft ten- 
der {uty^ all that the moft confoling friend(hip, could do to com- 
fort him> was put in pradice. 
Heavenly creature, cried Fonrofe, I am (enfible of your good-* 

nds^and how^.uiiwillipg you are to be the caufe of my unhappi- 

I % nefs ; 
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Yiefs; but fate has .decreed itfo; your heart is his who fleepsia 
that grave; I fee that nothing ean detach you. from it; you 
kindly endeavour to hide froni> me my misfortune, your goodneis 
overpowers me; but pardon me when I tell you, that though 
you look upon it as your duty nev^r talove me^ yet it is impof^ 
iible I fhould ever ceafe adoring you. 

Adelaide &id little more, but took her leave, and returned to 
her cottage. My £ither, (aid (he to the old man, do you think 
you are able to take a journey to Turin ? I want a perfon that I 
can confide in,' to go to the Marquis and Marchionefs of Fonrofe 
about a very interefting affair. The old man replied, that his 
zeal to ferve her gave him ftrength. Go then, faidihe ; you 
will find them weeping for the lofs of their only fon ; tell them 
he is living, and in this valley ; that I will conduA them to him; 
tsut that it is indifpenfably neceflary that they fhould come them- 
feJvcs to (eek himt 

The good old man fet out; he arrived at Turin, and made 
himfelf known for the old man of the valley of Savoy.. Ahy 
cried the Marchionefs ! perhaps he is come to tell lis of fome 
misfortune that has happened to our fhepherdefs. J rather 
hope, anfwered the Marquis, he is come to acquaint us that fhe 
confents to live with us. Her company, replied the Marchion- 
efs, would be the greateft alleviation of our fbrrow for the lofs of 
our fon. The old man being introduced, profirated himfelf 
before them : they raifcd him. The lofs of a fon, faid he, is now 
the obje£l of your grief; I am come to tell you he lives; ou;: 
dear child has difcovered him ; and with this agreeable news (he 
difpatched me to Turin; but fhe fays it is you alone that can 
rccal him. As 
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As he fpoke thus, furprize and joy deprived the lady of her 

fenfes : the Marquis, affrighted, called for fuccour to his wife ; 

they brought her to herfelf | and the whole houfe was acquaint- 

.ed with the joyful news. The Marchionefs, recovering her 

{piritSj faid, what (hall we do ? feizing the hands of the old man, 

and embracing them tenderly. How fhall we acknowledge the 

. goodnefs which gives us life? Every thing was prepared for 

. their journey ; and they fet out with the good man, travelling 

night and day until they arrived at the valley* which contained 

all that wa&dear to them. 

« 

The fhepherdefs was in the meadowy ; the old woman con*- 
, dis£^ed them thither ; but what was their (lirprize ! their Ton, 
their deacfon -before them under the habit of a Ample Hiepherd ! 
. their, hearts and eyes immediately acknowledged him. Ah, 
cruel child ! cried his mother, running into his arms, what an- 
guiih have you given us! why have you robbed us of yourfelf, 
whom we fo tenderly loved ? And what has brought you here ? 
Adoration of her, faid Eonrofe, whom you fa much admired. 
Pardon, Madam, faid Adelaide, pardon your being left fo long 
to weep the lofs ef your fon. If I had known iboner who he 
was, you would have been fooner comforted. 

After the firft tranfports of filial afFeftion wei^e paft, Fonrofe 
fell back into his ufua^melancholy : Come, (aid the Marquis,. 
let us go and reft ourfetfes in the cot, and forget the chagrin 
this young fimpleton has given us* I confefs with (hame, fir, 
faid Fonrofe, that I deferve thename you give me j for nothing 
but want of reafon could, for a moment, fufpend in my heart my 
tendernefs for you, could make nie forget the moft facred duties, 

andy 
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and, in fine, detach me from all that was moft dear i but this 
folly, which you gave birth to, I am fully puniihed for. I love 
.this incomparable girl $ I love her without hope. Alas ' you 
know bdt little of her ; fbe is virtue itfelf. I love her to idola- 
try. I know I can never be happy without her i and I know 
ihe can never be mine. 

Has (he trufted you vnth the fecret of her birdi, demanded 
the Marquis i I have learned enough, replied he, to afiure me 
that it is in nothing inferior to mine : flie has renounced a con* 
fiderable fortune to bury herfelf in this deiart. And know you 
what it is that engages her here ? Yes, fir, but it is afecret 
which (he only muft reveal. She is married, perhaps. No^ 
fir, (he is a widow ; but her heart, inftead of being more at 
liberty by her widowhood, is bound by links ffaronger even dian 
marriage* 

The Marquis (aid no more, but went on mufing until he 
arrived at the cottage, when he addrefled Adelaide in thefe 
[ words : My dear girl, you fee what a change you have made in 

I him who was once Fonrofe : the extravagant pa(fion of this 

I * ^ young man could be juftified only by fuch an obje^^as your(eUw 

I My wife's conftant wi(h is to have your company and friend(hip ; 

my fon cannot live without you : and I defire nodiing more 
than to call you my child: think thfm how unha[yy you will 
make us all by a refufaK Ah ! fir^ (aid (he, your goodnefs 
confounds me ; but hear, and judge for me. 

She then recited her deplorable adventure ; to which (he add* 
ed the name of her family, till then unknown to M. de Fon* 
rofe ; and concluded with a vow of inviolable fidelity to her 
huJband, ^ At 
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At thefe words a general confternation fpread itfelf over all 
their &ces. Young Fonrofe, almoft chpaked with grief, retired 
to' a comer of the cottage to give it free icope. ^ The M^^" 
chioneis preffing Adelaide in her arms, faid, Can you, my dear 
girl, leave us to weep a fecond time the lofs of our child ? The 
old maaand woman, with eyes foil of tears,. looked on Adelaide 
ia painful expectation of her aniwer i* who, softer fome deiibera* 
don,. fpoke thus:. Heaven witnefs for me ;. I would lofe my fifa 
rather than be ungrateful for your favours : nothing could add 
to my own misfoEtuhes but my being the caufe of yours ; there* 
fore I wiih thatFonrofe himfelf would be my judge ; and I beg 
you< would leave me for a moment to fpealc to him in private. 
They complied. As foon as they were alone y You knowy 
faid (he,, what iacr^d ties keep me in this place ^. if I could be 
forgetful of,, or ceafe tO'Weepfor,.ahufl)and^ whofe only fault 
was loving me toawell^I (hould.be the moft defpicable of wo- 
men : efteem, friendfliip, and gratitude,,! feelfor you y but thefe 
are feelings very, difFerent from love ; you have conceived for 
me the moft tender paffion^^it is not poflible I fliould return it ; 
at die fame time I fee you in a fituation which would melt the 
hardeft hearty it terrifies me to think myfelf the caufe, and (lilL 
more when your parents accufe me of being the author of their 
calamities :. but to convince y^u I would do all in my power to- 
make you; happy^ I put my deftiny into your hands ; chufe of ^ 
thefe two- fituations,, that which is moft defirable to you, either 
to^ renounce me, or to pollefs a woman, whofe heart is filled by, 
another objied, and whofe regi^d for you.muft he too languid to* 
(adsfy the wi(h^s of a lover* 

It 
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It is enough, (aid Fonrofe^ from a foul Hke yours friendflijp 
is an equivalent for love. I (Hall, without doubt, be jealous of 
the tears you will fhed to the momory of your former htt(band ; 
but the caufe of this jealou(y, in rendering you more worthy, 
will render you ftill dearer to me. Then leading her to his 
parents^ She is mine, (ays he, and it is to her refpe£i for you 
that I owe my felicity and my life. 

At fhis moment the Marchionefs, unable to expre(s her joy by 
words, caught Adelaide in her arms, and embraced her with the 
utmoft afFedion. Thus, in yielding to pity and to gratitude, 
the charader of Adelaide grew ftill more amiable. She was de- 
firous, before (he left the valley, of vifiting her hufbahd's grave ; 
whten looking at it with the utmoft regret, her eyes drowned in 
tears. Oh ! my dear d' Oreftan, faid ihe ! if from the bed 6f 
death thou canft read what pafles in my foul, thy ghoft will not 
be' offended at the facrifice which I make ; I owe it to this ge- 
nerous, family ; but my heart will ever remain with thee : I go 
with the de(ign of making others happy, without a hppe of being 
fo myfelf. 

They tore her from this place with a fort of violence. The 
firft thing (he did was to rai(e a monument to her deceafed huf- 
band : the cottage alfo of the old peafants, who went with her to 
Turin, was changed into a country houfe as firnple as folitary^ 
where flie refolved to come fometimes to weep the follies of her 
. youth. But time, and the tender afFe6iion of Fonrofe, with the 
fruits of a fecond marriage, have awakened in her foul (bme im« 
prefllons of a new paifion ; and (he is mentioned as a woman 
worthy of refpcfl:, even in her infidelity. 

>^ GUAL^i 
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GUALTHERUS AND GRISELDAj 

ox, 

( 
I 

HAPPINESS PROPERLY ESTIMATED. 

* 

Ji TALK 



D OWN at the foot of Vefulus the coU, 
(Thus ancient bards this moral tale unfold) 
Where firft, thro* fubterraneous caverns led^ 
The fprings of Po expand their filver bed; 
And, Italy from Italy^ divide ; 
There lies a diftriA, on the weftern fide* 
Where, rich in flock and herd,, in fruit and^graiD 
Abundant, nature fpreads an ample plain. 
Here, traveled eyes the varied fcene admire. 
The rounded turretj and the gradual fpire^ 
From towns and caftles that afpiring rife^ 
Proud of thw wealthy feats^ and claim the ikiesi 
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At once for pleafure and for plenty fam'd. 
The country all around Saluzzo nam'd. 

A Marquis rulM this happy tr^Q. of land | 
Happy in him : lie rui'd with eafy hand. 
Full ready were his fubjecSls to obey 
The mild indulgence of his gentle fway. 
Obedient to his will, he govern'd all ; 
Both orders^ the great vulgar and the fmalL 
Whether, from merit due, or lucky fate ; 
For, worth not always can secure the great. 

Well was he born, his ^nceftry to trace, 
No Lombard Prince cou'd boaft a nobler race j 
And fitir of face, his face was fair as young j 
Tho' ftrong of body, delicate tho* flrong : 
Nor was his beauty to his form confin'd, 
•His perfon was the image of his mind ; 
Where courtcfy, alike, and honour meet. 
Adlive, but wife ! indulgent, but difcreet t 
In camp or council, . equal to*prefide ! 
Direft in battle, and in law decide ! 
In this I blame Gualtieri (fuch his tiamcjj 
In this, and aim oft' this alone, to blame. • 
But free from love, from error who is free ? ' 
(The fofterfex will fure admit the plea !) 
Heirs, to fupport his name, he ne^er (bughh 
But turn'il to lighter fporthis daily thought- 
He never weigh-'d, how early or how kte 
Hc&t en matters'tbat concern^ the ftate# 



But 
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But thence released, to hawk or hunt prepares ; 
And well nigh quite neglects all better cares. 
For cares, he deemM the joys of married life : 
Fall what might fall, he wou'd not take a wife. 

This fpecious caufe new difafFefHon draws. 
And when cou'd fubje£ls find no Ipecious caufe I 
(Oft falfe}y fefgn*d, /^ut here fincerely meant!) 
^o, flocking on a day, to court they went. 
And one, in form, they chofe fron^ out the refr. 
The comfflon voke ! to titter their requeft ; 
Whether, as wtfeft, to themfelves prefer'd, 
Or deareft to their lord, and better heard. 
" Thrice nobfe Marquis!" (Thus with humble air. 
And fuppliant voice, h^ fyoke the public care.) 
^ JbF thus afittr*d we meet that honor'd face ; 
" *Tis due to thy humanity and grace. 
" Xhfife princely qualities our fears repel 5 
'* You prompt to eafe our griefs as we to tell. 
** My lowly pray'r then take not in dtfdain 5 
** For love and duty force me to complain. 

** But why Ihou'd I my «prayV, prefumptive, call 
** This univerfal fiiitf the pray'r of all ? 
'* If ftom my lips thefe words of licence break, 
** Thy faithful fubjefts diftate what I fpeak. 
** Oft have I gain'd before like audience here ! 
*' Nor wert thou.wont to give an heedlefs ear. 
** Then let me ftill find favour in thy fight, 
-** Still, pardon my .requeft, if not requite*. 

K 2 « While 
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^ While to the gen'cal good I point the way i 
^ And we but wait jour judgmenti Co obey» 
<< Such ts.tby rule, and fuch is our conteiK^ 
<< Aught to corre£i: not envy €ou*d invent* 
^<^ But ftill forgive, if here with (ad prdage 
ic We doubt the equal blifs of future age ; • 
^ And wifh thofe virtues rare, continued down 
*' To lateft times, that dignify our own. 
^ To £erve thee, in thy heirs, Ifay people want} 
^< Nor think this royal gift too much to grant. 
^ Then bow thy neck beneath the bliftful yokei 
^ The ties of wedlock are not eafy broke : 
^< But love to beauty lends a filken rein : 
^ Tis not a (ervile bond, but virtuous chata« 

^ Then, oh ! reBea, (for here the danger fies !) 
«< 9.efle<%, that time with ^afty ptnioos flies. 
^ Time, ever on the wing, time ftaysfernone; 
<< Whether we fleep or wake, or ftand or run* 
^^ Tho* blooming now thy youth, thy vigour green i 
^< Age, fileiit as the night, creeps on unfeen, 
^ And threatens ev*ry (ex, and ev'ry ftate. 
^^ No pow'r can (hun the certain doom of fate* 
^ Certain the doom that he mnft yidd his bratdi? 
<< Uncertain yet the day affign*d by dea(th. 

<( If life's a bleiGng of fo (hort a ftay ; 
<< Judge what yourfelf muft fuffer by delay ! 
^< Judge what we differ ! for in this we daim 
'^ An equal int*refts to pre&rve your vaami 
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^ Preferve jronr wocth { here «v*iy voice confpir tl^ 

<< To leave our fons as happy as ^ir ^esl 

** If never jrct we difobey'd year vwU, 

^ Accept oar offer ! beLnar parent ftiil ! 

^ OoHelves, to do diee fame, will make the choice % 

<< A worthy bride, confirm*d by public voice ! 

^ Such as deriv'd from fome exalted line, 

^ Is fit, and oidy fic, to matdi with thine ! 

^ Yot this, in fidl aflembly, we appear^ 
<< Then pardon oar weU-meant, tho' needleft fear* 
^ Better declare the grievance than conceal ; 
^ If 'tiS a forward, 'tis an honeft seal. 
*« We fear your ancient rights (which heaven defend !) 
^< May to fome new, ibme foreign lord deiceild. 
^ Our free but duteous care, dread liege, excuiet 
^ What much we value^ much we dread to lofe/*^ 

Their honeft plea, in modeft ipeech addreft, 
Touch'd with paternal care his generous breaft* 
By reafon and by duty, they were mov'd ; 
But more than life his liberty he lovM. 
That he couM eafe their grief, exalts his mind ; 
The manner only leaves a* fttx^ behmd* 
A doubtful courfe proposed, thro* which to run. 
Of rough and finooth ; a courfe he wifli'd to fliun ! 
At length the fiidier o'or the man prevails. 
And public int'reft turns the private icales. 

^ Full dear (he iaid) is future wdiare boug^tf 

^ Conftraia'd to aft the tiling I ttOfor tibought; 

J^ Forego 
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" Forego my peace ; my freedom lay afide f 
** Peace, all my pleaiure ! freedom, all my pride f 
" Freedom and peace ! in marriage rarely found t 
** Then what is to be wiv*d, but to be bound I 

*' Yet to your good my quiet I refign, 
** And yield my liberty. Your good is mine.. 
** Not born to govern for myfelf alone, 
" I ever held your int*reft as my own. 
** Then what you kindly aflc,. 1 freely give^ 
*^ And this the laft and {ureft proof receive; 
" This friend or foe ! this good, or ill of life ! 
" This fpecious charge ! this doubtful chance ! a wife ! 

^^ But for the choice ; be that our propec care i 
*' This mark of duty and afFe£Uon fpare." 
" Nor think it matters ought, whate'er (he be, . 
" Of rich or poor, of high or low degree j 
^* Ought ! to the prefent or fucceeding age« 
** What parents for their children can engage? 
'^ The fon or well or ill fupports his race, 
^* As heav'n.direfts^ the gtory or difgrace ! 
*^ Nor vice nor virtue, rightly underftood^. 
^^ Defcend like tides^ running with our blood.. 
** Was honour but entail'd upon our kind, 
" No well born prince cou'dfcew a flavifli mind. * 

Nought cou'd the feeds of infamy reclaim, . 

No vulgar progeny cou*d rife to feme. . •' 

Yet fay what houfe obferves an equal mean i . 
^* Where iix'd was vice or virtue ever fecn? 

€c View 



c< 



OR, PARENTAL PRESENT. ^ 7^ 

^ Vievir.fire and fon with various foiUs endu*d ! 

^ The polifli'd Are begets a fon as rude. 

" Yet oft the circle ends where ft begun, 

^* And the rude fire begets a polifh'd fon. 

^' No human care can deftiny controul ; 

^^ Superior is the pow'r that guides the whole. 

*^ Froin springs unknown are nat'ral talents gtv'n ; 

^ Call it the force of fate, or will of heav'n. 

*^ Our lives are fubje£b to divine decrees s 

*^ Man only adls as providence forefees. 

** Our part performed, let providence prepare 

^^ (Here all precaution fails !) the future heir; 

^< Your weal or woe to fruftrate or advance-: 

^* Sprung froni what line, you take an equal chance. 

^* I too the iame refiftlefi law obey, 

** For cv'ry happy, or unhappy day. 

^< The pains or pleafures of the married ftate, 

^ Hang on the iame necefSty of fate. 

^< Yet far as human prudence can fecure, 
^ There let your common oath my peace infure. 
^ Swear— When in form my plighted hands I bind, 
^ (Whatever the obje^ that (hall take my mind) 
<< All due obeyfance to the Chofen maid 
^ Be fully ihown ; all homage freely paid : 
^ Her right acknowledged, from the nuptial hour 
<^ As juil, as bad (be brought the woild in doVn 
^ And further ; b<^ it folemnly agreed i 
l^ That none ia thought^ or look, in word, or deed : 

<« Or 
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** Or of her fortune grieve^ or Wffb eomptsttn^ 
<^ Oppofe me here^ I hoM tbe treaty vain. 
<^. This I exad. And }u{Kce this requires.^ 
' ^^ Freedom and peace I yieM to your defiresv 
^< Refign my body : fotbe public roiee 
^ Demands : but never will refign my choice; 
*^ Whatever concerns the ftate is not withftood-f^ 
'^ Slave I* will be, with plealbre, for ber good.. 
^' Yet, as a royal flare my port maintain, 
^< And to my fency fit the fi^on.of my chain.'* 

AfTent from all tbe juft propo&l bore. 
And folemnly the tendered oath they fwore; 
Praying, ere }ret they took their fev'ral way, 
To fix. the fppufal, and affign the day : 
Still dreading that Gualtherus wou*d' not wed« 
For when cou'd (ubjeOt find no caufe of di^d ? 

To le^i^ no doubt of his deiterminM mindi 
He fix*d the fpoufiil, and the dayaffign'dv 
Term of his fiiture war, or future reff ! 
A chance incurr'd (be (aid} at thrir requeit! 
Full low they thank htm on their bended knees ; 
For vulgar minds, well-tim^d conccflfons pleait* 
And home again all merrily they tend ; 
Proud, by their conduft, to have gaui*d' their end; 

Mean tiose their^ lord (as mai?riage form rehires)' 
Appoints his: privy knights, and trufty fijuire^ 
As well for pomp as ordetr to providb^; 
To grace the^iite, and dignify, die bride; 

Strha 
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Stri£l charge, on every chief attendant, lays, 
And eager ev^ry chief the charge obeys. 
Nor ought was fparM of fervice or delight, 
To dignify the bride, or grace the rite. 

The day appointed for the nuptials came ; 
The feaft prepared : ' the Marquis fiill the fame. 
Not one the chofen confort cou'd devife ; 
Tho* what efcapes the courtierfs bufy eyes ? 
To blanie their lord the vulgar much incline; 
So clofe his fpeech, fo covert his defign ! 
And where they durft, in fecret, or alone, 
Impeach his good intent, becaufe unknown. 
<^ Slave to his eafe, (in murmurs thus they fatd) 
^^ Imagined eafe ! he ftill forbears to wed ; 
^^ Our fuit, and ev'n his word, forgot the while : 
" Why will he thus himfelf and us beguile?'* 

The morning pafs'd ; approached the noon of day ; 
The ev'ning came : and ftili the fame delay. 
No name went round ! no~ bride appear*d in fight ! 
Yet were the nuptials fix'd to crown the night. 
Ill cou'd the croud (fufpended to defpair) 
Indure fuch myft'ry, fuch delufion bear. ^ 
For ftill the palace feem'd the promised word 
To keep, and juftify its thoughtlefs lord. 
There neat in fplendour, pompous In array. 
Each fpacious hall and princely chamber lay. 
Rich furniture in coftly order plac'd ; 
Never was feat of marriage nobler grac'd. 

L Spread 
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Spread ev'ry table ; ev'ry office ftor'd 

With delicates to load the bridal board*^ 

AH that the compafs of Italian ground 

Cou'd yield) or might in foreign hands be fbufuT^^ 

But why prepar'd I no mortal cou*d decide ! 

For what was bridal pomp without a bride ? 

At length appear'd Oualtherus, richly dreft ;. 
And dawning hope revives each anxious breaft% 
So i^nd- ring trav'lers hail the bhjfliing ray. 
That iir{( forebodes the kind return of ^ay. 
And forth he rides. While all the rc^al court 
Attend I all bidden to die nuptial fport. 
With many a noble dame of beauty bright, 
And many a fprighdy peer,. and valiant knight;. 
And all the choien gentry of the land, 
Cpmmon or (quire, an honorable band^ . 
With thefe, his trufty guard, and houOiold train.. 
And manfully their foaming fteeds they rein*. 
Who, fnorting to the mufic's mingled fbund^. 
Pafs to the vales^ the neigbb'ring hills rebound. 

Rumour, the while, their clofe- attention drcw>; 
And bufily, from fide to fide, (he Jew. 
A noted dame attra<£b their ears and eyes ;. 
And mingles many truths, with many lies. 
A dame, long pradis'd in in^igues of court. 
Early in youth (he try*d the amVous fport ; 
Nor late in age cou'd wholly ^uit the trade. 
Well cou'd (he prompt the half con(enting maid 5 
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And to the wifhing yooth (age coanfel lend : 
In her, each found a moft convenient friend* 
Thrown out of {day, fhe overlooked the game ; 
True friend to love { Bauderia was her name. 
Unaflc'd^ tho' high of rank, (he join'd the throng, 
And thus flie tattled as fhe pac'd along. 

^ Well ! now ! the Marquis has reveal'd his mind# 
^< (All hear, on right, onleR, before, behind.) 
^ Soon as you pais the wood, and reach the lawn, 
** Where oft in file the marfhal'd troops are drawn ; 
" You, from your fteeds, fair ladies, muft alight, 
^ And Angle pafs review, within his fight. 
** One he wiH chufe. For tho* he feems to fly, 
*^ He loves the fex : you read it in his eye. 
^ Happy the fair, to fix his choice, affign'd I < 
^ And great his fingularity of mind ! 
^ He lays his ceown and feepter a£ her feet, 
^ For unexpeded good comes doubly fweet» 
<^ This he devis'd, for he is good as grea^ 
^ In honor to the fex> and to the ftate ; 
^ Nor fought a foreign fair to deck his throne, 
*^ Proud todifptay the luftreof hisown. 
** This, he declar'd the Caufe of his delays 
« Declar'd in council, and declar'd to-day. 
^ But *twas a fecret kept by his commands ; 
^ I know it to be £iA, and from good hands.'* 

From fair to bit the pleafing rumour fpread ; 
Hope fiUs each female heart, and female head. 

L 2 . Daugh. 
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Daughters of avarice his wealth devour ; 
Swelt the> ambitious with the thoughts of pow'r. 
Rank (Ires the proud ; and equipage the vain ; 
But felf-opinion ieizes all the train. 

Hence, h{k they fall to fcandal and furoiife ; 
As who might claim, but who muft lofe the prize. 
And ftrait each beauty evVy beauty ham'd ; 
And ev'ry beauty ftrait each beauty blam'd. 
The mart of female cienfure knows no glut ; 
Bring what you will, they tax it with a but. 
While thus, in fcrutiny, all fentence all. 
Daphne is handfome ; but (he is too tall ! 
And honeflly to judge 'twixt friend and foe, 
Silvia is pretty ; but as much too low ! 
Delia, men fay, is fa(hion'd for a wife » 
But fure it is a piece of mere ftill life ! 
And Cloe a(rable, (be knows no pride ; 
But is (he not too free, or muc\k belied ? 
Aminta has a voice, divine to hear ; 
But then a mouth that gapes from ear to ear ! 
And Amarillis has a world of (ire; 
But then a tongue that Socrates wou'd tire ! 
Plavia has beauty, but her look is mean ; 
Ah ! think, my dear, how (he wou'd ad thtf queen ! 
^ And Myra, dignity lof voice and air j 
But oh ! the color of her teeth and hair ! 
Trivia is delicate j but then too lean, 
A living corps ! half malady, half fplecn ! 
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And, fuU of health Nerina, *tis confeft ; 

But/tis a bead of burthen at the bed ! 

Nature in Phillis made not one miftake; 

But (he is young — who knows what (he may make? 

And Phoebus in Serpilla*s eyes may (hine ; 

But you will grant 'tis Phoebus in decline! 

The only charm of Sapho is her mind ; 

But to get lovers (he mufl lift the blind S 

And Delia's only merit is her (bape; 

But if you are not deaf you muft eicape [ 

Calia — (fcarce envy here a fault cou'd fpy^) 

Yes, 'tis not feeii, but Caelia is awry ! 

Not one was worthy (for the truth to own 

Each prizM herfelf) or of his bed or throne. 

And well I ween, wefe they to chufe the wife, 

Full long the prince might lead a lingle life. 

Mean time in roy^l pomp, and proud array. 
Along the dale Gualtherus (hap'd his way ; 
To where a low but cleanly village flood, 
Walh'd by a ftream, and border'd by a wood !• 
Of homely cots compos'd j for foch as kd 
The fleecy kind, or lowing oxen bred j 
For fuch as mow'd the meads, or plow'd the fields ; ' 
vAnd liy'd otl what induftrious labour yields. 

Here,_lov'd by all, an honeft ruftic dwell'd. 
Of all the poorer fwains the pooreft held. 
Bleft with a foul fuperior to his fate. 
For all his wifli was fuited to his flate. 

Here 
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Here in this narrow circle cou'd he find^ 
What not the world can give, content of mind.. 
But yet what all may on themselves beftow ; 
And here it left the high to blefs the low. 
The princely palace for the oxen ftall. 
Him, good Janicola the neighbours call^ 

A daughter crown'd his age, of fpotlefi famep 
Tho' noted form ; Grifelda was her name* 
A fairer, not the journeying fun furveys. 
Or with his riling, or bis falling rays. 
A chatter, never happy mother bore. 
In days of prefent, or in days of yore : 
StviSt in her duty, faithful to her trafl^ 
She (hun'd temptation, fpecious hire to luft. 
Yet, for as virtue may, (be fought to pleafe ; 
And honeft. toil prefer'd to dang'rous e^e. 
Of diet tempVate, cautious of excefs. 
Drank oftner of the fpring, than of the pref8« 
For wine adds fuel to the tender breaft^ 
The (prings of youth not motbn want, but reft# 
Wifely (he (hunM all adventitious heat : 
Simple her drefs, but yet tho' fimple, neat. 
Tho* bleft of face, and of a tender age. 
She wouM not be engag'd, nor wou*d engage;. 
Free from the dart of love (he kept her hearty 
Nor yet at others ftrove to throw the dart. 
Such fwains as fought her father's voice to gain^ 
In birth not foul her equals^ met difdaiii« 
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Bafe commerce with fuperiors fhe declin'd, 
For conilcious worth fat fcepter'd in her mind. 
Her aged father wa$ her tendereft- care. 
His failing nature ftudious to repair ; 
And oft. his life her diligence reprieved, 
Repaying back the breath flie had received.. 
And next to that her duty was to keep,. 
Nor great the chaiige, his fcanty flock of (heepi 
And forth (be led them, (bon as day begun, 
And home fhe drove them, with the fetting funi^ 
Then was (he wont with filial joy to bring, 
Whatever produc^d^^ the fummer, or the fpring, 
Of herbs,, or fruits ; what autumn might afford,, 
Or winter fpare to fpread the frugal board. 
In houfliold thrift (he fpent each vacant hour, 
Arm'd againft pleafure, for (he fcar'd the powV ;; 
Hence no falfe bait Cou'd her chafte heart entice :: 
For floth.ftie counted the firft ftep to vice. 

Her, as he us*d to crofs the neighboring green,, 
Giialtherus joy*d to fee, and oft had feen. 
Her matchlefs beauty took his wand'ring fight,. 
And hap'ly miniftcr'd'uriknown delight. 
*Twas the firft dawn of paffion in his breaft;, 
And neither ftttie^^ care, nor total reft. 
More frequent, came he here,, the varbus game- 
To rouie ; nor knew himfclf,. why here he came. 
*Twas thought, the near adjacence of the place, 
The country roynd commodious for the chace ; , 
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Still to this rpotrbis Courfe inclines ;ind draws ^ 
Or any thing befides the real caufe. 
Yet hither when he led the fportive train, 
A fccret pleafure thrill'd in ev'ry vein j 
But if averfe, he turn'd the flying prey; 
Tedious the courfe, and joylefs was the day. 
. Next, as (he charm'd his eye, (he charm'd his ear, 
'Twas fv^eet delight her modeft voice to hear i 
The native language of an artlefs mind, 
Unpraftis'd in the trains of womankind. 
Oft, by de(ign, he frpm the crowd wou'd firay. 
And oft pretend occafions of delay ; 
Lofs of the.fport ! or failure of his horfe ! 
And tempt her to more free, but chafte difcourle. 
Still pleas'd (whatever (he faid, whate'er declin'd) 
In humble (late exalted worth to find. 
And note each decent look, and juft reply. 
With glad attention, but with watchful eye. 
Watchful ! left ev'n to diftant view betray'd. 
Envy might wrong the inoiFenfive maid. 
Prudential cares the beft afiedion prove ; 
No vanity he knew, nor yet knew love. 
Sincere regard proteSls the fair from blame ; 
Hence what he priz'd^ he dreaded to de&me. 
Then, home as he returns^ his thoughts retrace^ 
Her winning Innocence! her bafhful grace ! 
Her pious care ! her unafFeded mien ! 
(Beauties in courtly dames too rarely feen;) 
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RerfonxH not fpoSM by art, by nature wrought ( 

And far abov^. her fita; her nianly &ought ! . 

No poverty of language to exprefi ! 

No ! nought of porerty biit m her drefs. *l 

Thus homeward inufing Vras he wont to ride i 

And thus himielf, himfelf unknowing, try'd. 

^ Bleft is the fwain, that to his faithful bread 

^^ This virgin joins, cou'd matrriage make him bleft. 

" Yes, I will own, was J reduc'd to wed, 

*< Or fear'd not, more than death, that bondage bed; 

** None, but Grifelda, wou'd I chufe for wife : 

^^ £ut ah ! what woman anfwers ilaviih life ? 

<^ Not for the caufe, the many may mifguide, 

^^ That in our ancient anceftry I pride ; 

*' And radier than their dignity difgrace, 

^< . Wou'd torture nature, than demean my race. . 

^^ Tho^ this be common fenfe, 'tis without ground ; 

^^ Senfe is by truth, not by opinion bound. 

^^ Much fafhionM vice from falfe opinion fprings; 

" Biit lafling virtue from the truth of things. 

^< Let vulgac fouls the worldly worth define, 

^^ Of. hoarded wealth, or long continued line : 

" With me, to be well bom, is to be good ; 

^^ And merit, the pure ftream of noble blood. 

" But whither wou'd thefe wild conclufions drive f 

" Tq where I neither tend nor can arrive. 

** Full, happy may the maid (where'er her fete 

^^ Beilows her) make, and find.tbat cafual fta^e ! 

M <* A bli& 
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^ A blim fo dear die price, by nie uttfoi^ht r . 
^ An idle queftioii ! and a wandVii^ diought I*^ 

Thus wou'd he war,, to ftrong miftruft iodiiiMy 
'Twixt fenfe of love, and prejudice of miod. 
But notir, to quit his boailed peace, conftraia'd. 
Now, that no hope of liberty remainM ; 
Thefe barriers of his paffion c»Ke remov'dy 
With rapture he refle£b on her he lov'd. 
Then the fair objeA, rooted in his breafi-, 
Stood forth, in all the pow'r of fiuicy dreft. 
So th« pent ftream, obftniAed in his coorft. 
The dams overthrown, pours with redoubled fbrce« 
So the tam'd fte^d with fury (cours the {daia. 
When from the corbang hand he (haps the rein. 

Meantime the maid, lull icmocent of mind^ 
Nor knew the fmother'd flame, nor grace :de%n'd. 
With fnow white piul (he fought the filver ^r!og> 
Thence, nature's pure -munificence to bring. 
Or for her ol^n, or for her Other's need ; 
V And home returned with more than wonted i^ed. 
For now^ Ae heard her ruftic neighbours iay. 
Her lord wouM wtd, and this the promised day. 
And tho* gay Q>ort was tiot her fond delight. 
Full fain wou-d iht have feeii this courdy fight* 

Fot this, with hafte (he bears die limpid freight. 
Nor dreamt, how near (he verg'd on bettor (kte: 
How (bon to change her cottage Tot a throne; 
And ctldbrate no nuptial but her own» 
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She but propos'd to end without delay 
The houlhold labours of the (hort'ning dajr; 
Then, at her homely gate refolv*d to ftand. 
And with her equals view the royal band, 
While l» the lawn their fplendid courfe they hold. 
As fwains returning from Saluzzo told. 

Yet fomething here (he found, nor yet cou'd find 
The caufe, that painM her heart, and griev'd her mind ; 
Something, that feem'd to trouble and perplex : 
Envy (you'll fay), ii^p'rate from the fex. 
A virtuous envy ftill, and well refin'd ! 
Corre&ed vice, uncommon to the kind ! 
*Twas not, that other's pleafure gave her pain } 
'Twas not, that his regard had made her vain ; 
Nor nuflice to the bride, to her unknown ) 
Yet cou'd (be wilh her any other throne* 
Gualtherus too, her innocjsnce confefs'd. 
She cou'd not wi(h debas'd, to have pofiefs'd. 
But had, Tevers'd, their diftance been as great; ^ 
His lowi» her*s, and high as his^her ftate; 
His worth, flie inly thought, had fix'd her choice ^ 
No pow'r, or wealth had brib'd her partial voice. 

His fteed, Gusdtherus quitting at the gate. 
Gave to a fqutrc, and bade di' attendance wait* 
Scarce had he enter'd, when Grifelda came. 
At diflance known : he cali'd her by her name* 
She down her pail, befide^e oxen ffall, 
Haftes to iifpok^ and on her knees to biJL 

M 2 And 
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And thus in humble guife continues- Ail]| 
As one that waits to hear the royal will. 

Tho' fix'd all fign of paffion to withftand. 
Forward he ftep'd, and raised her with his hand* 
While all, that of her innocence or truth 
He fram'd, or of her beauty felt or youth, 
Fell fhort, to what his prefent thoughts admire ; 
Her eyes, fo full of modefty yet fire ! 
The difcompofure of her face and frame, 
Blufhing, and trembling, with ingenuous (bame ! 
*^ Say— is-— Janicola — " His tongue affords 
Uneafy utterance to thefe cafy words. 
And, cover'd with confufion as (he ftands, 
** He — is (flhe cries), he waits — ^his lord's commands*'^ 

Within the homely cot not long (he fought. 
And to his lord her ancient father brought. 
Him, by th^ hand he takes, and leads aftde ; 
Then thus : " In me, Janicola, confide., 
*' My faithful vailal wert thou wont to reft; y 
" Nor let the father with the prince conteft. 
** No longer will I boafl the pow*r or art, 
*' To check my will, or to difguife my heart ; 
•' Thy daughter, chafte of fame as fair of fight, 
•* I claim, but wou'd not claim by force but right/*' 

On earth the honeft rufl-ic fix'd his eyes, 
Shocked with miftruft, afionifb'd "with furprize* 
At length he rais'd ; unable ta cohtroul 
The pow'r of virtue working in his fouK 

tc My 
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** My fovereign Liege, oh ! pardon (he rcply'd)— 
" To ferve you, was my joy 5 to pleafe, my pride » 
" To pleafe you, and to ferve you, as I ought. 
*^ But furcy my ignorance miftakes your thought ! 
** If my Grifelda may fome merit claim, 
'^ She fhou'd not pafs thro' infamy to fame. 
** Not fuch my early care, not fuch appears 
** Her cautious youth ; Ihe will not wrong my years, 
** Nor wrong her own. Tho' daughter of a fwain, 
^< And bred in want, (he lives without a ftain. 
^* And may I, of thy flaves, the meaneft flave, 
" Ere virtue fhe forfak;e, prepare her grave. 
" Here, in this narrow compafs, fortune grants 
<^ Sufficient for her wiflies and my wants. 

** Sufficient yields our flock, tho' fmali our fold, N 

** To guard both her and me from heat and cold, ^, 

" The ftream gives liquor, and the foreft, fire. 
** Poflefs we little ? little we defire. 
** Ev'n this to your benevolence we owe $ 
*' But rather re-afTume what you beftow, 
** Than we from fimple honefty depart, 
" And know a mind corrupt, or vicious heart. 
** Still may we live, in innocence and eafe, 
^* Pleas*d with our charge, nor bafely feek to pleafe, 
*' And, if fo far a father may prefume, 
" Bear her to court, you bear her co her tomb.** 
The pleafure that from virtuous aftion flowSj^ 

The man of virtue only feels and knows* 

Gual-^ 
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Oualcheriis own'd a joy that rofe to pain. 

To find fo worthy, yet fo poor a (wain. 

He fmiTd s and to himfelf in fecret (port : 

^^ Few had retum'd this negative at court." 

Then to Janicola. <^ My fair defign 

^ Miftake not, friend. By right I claim her mine > 

<< With me (confent but thou) to load her life, 

^ Not, as you wrong my fenfe, but as my wife/' 

Mute with ama^e, and with confiifion red, 
<^ Thy will be mine," was all the fether &id« 

Gualtherus ftrait, purfuing his intent. 
Within the loWly cot full humbly went ; 
The bafliful maid he bade approach him nigh ;' 
(All this he will'd beneath the father's eye.) 
Surprised fhe flood with wonder and delight, . 
For never had fhe feen fo fair a fight. 
And unaccuftom'd to fo great a gueft. 
Pale grew her cheeks, and much dtfturb'd her breall* 

He mark'd the fweet diforder of the maid. 
And thus completes the plan, maturely laid. 

'^ Grifelda, know my purpofe is to wed, 
^< And make thee partner of my throne and bed. 
" Thy father yields confent our hands to join s 
*' What more remains but to folicit thine ? 
" Ought need I add ? the offer fhows my love ; 
" And time, I hope, thy conftancy will prove. 
^' All that I a(k is quietly to live ; 
f* Then freely give, what only you can give. 

«Tbe 
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^< The match, 'tis true, too much of hafte requires} ^ 

*^ Your thoughts I know not, tho* I feel my fires* 

*^ To (peak my paffion, or thy truth to try, 

^ TiiQie fauU ; then let me add this further tic. 

*' Swear, that with ready will, and hoxieft he^^ 

<< Like or diflike, without regret or art, 

^ In prefence, or alone, by night or day, 

^* AH that I will, you fail not to obey ; 

^< All I intend, to forward diat you ieek, 

^* Nor ever once object to what I Q>eak ; 

^' Nor yet, is part alone, my with fulfil ; 

•" Nor tho' you do it, do it with ill-will. 

^* Nor with a forced compliance half refufe^ 

^< And (bowing duty, all the merit lofe. 

<* To ttriA obedience add a willing grace, 

^ And let your foul be painted on your face. 

^ No reafons giv'n» and no pretences (ought, 

^^ To fwerye in deed or word, in look or thought.'^ 

Hard terms, I doubt, may judge the modern maid. 
Marriage dear boug^it f and grandeur overpaid t 
Not fo G-rifeUa. And ob(ef ve her Jife ; 
AH that ^ maid propos'd, performed the wife. 

*< How much thy vaflal falls below thy care, 
tXhb juft reply (he made with modeft air) 
*^ I own ; in indigence begot and bred : 
^< Stain to thy race, diflionour to thy bed ! 
^* This knowit, was neither oath nor vow to bind, 
^ What honeft heart coo'd (Iray, what virtuous mind t 

"Had 



9^ THE LADIES LIBRAHYj 

" Had fortune join'd me to the meaneft fwain, 

«« That tends your lowing herd, or bleating train j 

** Him to obey, had been my choice in life, 

" The meaneft fwain had found a faithfiil wife, 

^« Thus honour'd, ill I merited to live, 

« Gave I not that, which only I can give : 

** What evVy flave might claim. But if thofe eyes 

*' Have found ought here to prize, myfelf I prize ; 

** Mindful to whom I owe my happier fete j 

" Nor yet forgetful of my former ftate. 

*' Senfe of your worth, and gratitude conipire 

** To fix this bond ; I fwear, as you require : 

«* Still to remain obfervant of your will, 

" Your ev*ry charge religioufly fulfil ; 

** By that fole rule my future life to lead : 

*' Nor fwerve in thought or look, in word or deed." 

*' No other dow*r I afk (Gualtherus cried); 
" The world fhou'd tempt me to no other bride*** 
Then led her to the door : and thus aloud 
Accofts the menial and the noble crowd. 
'' Here, on this feat of hope, Lreft my life, 
^^ This maid, and none but her, I take no wife* 
** To this, my better part, that homage {how, 
*' All that you owe your prince, or think you owe«^ 

The ladies then he bade reform her drefs, 
(Retir'd within the cot's remote recefs) ' 

And richly deck, as princely rites require, 
,Nor leave one remnant of her old attire s 

Re- 
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Refolv'd, that e'er (he reach'd the royal gate. 
Her bridal pomp (houM fuit her wifely ilate i 
Her mind fo noble, and her form fo fair, 
Firft fix'd Ills choice ; and laft required his care* 

In flock the fair, to dre(s the rural maid. 
On nuptials pleas'd to lend their ufeful aid* 
Some mov'd by duty ; by good-nature fome : 
Some meditating marriages to come ; 
And ruminating fome on pleafures pad : 
Some curious, and fome envious : moQ:, the lad. 
But all, on entrance, loud furprife exprefs'd. 
To fee the courtly bride, fo country drefs*d. 

For nobly born, and delicately bred, 

Her rude appard rais'd a gen'ral dread. 

Such linen, never felt ! feen, garments fuch ! 

So rough I fo courfe ! they almoft fwoon to touch l! 

Deep-principI'd' in vain aSefled airs. 

Of framing fears, and counterfeiting cares ; 

Of feigning woe, where they rejoice at heart; 

And pain diilembling, where they feel no fmart ; 

Not one lefs horror witnefs'd than the reft. 

Not one fo low, as not to feem diftreft. 

Each, as the painful office they purfue. 

Oft gave her injur'd hand,' and oft withdrew; 

Oft turn'd her head, ev'n in Grifelda's fight. 

Left other dames might think her lefs polite $ 

Unlefs fome (bow of cenfure (he had fhown. 

That any thing, fo dre(s'd, (bou'd mount a throne. 

N Then 
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Then^ (ends the fpeedy embaflage of ejeSy ' 

To prove her tafte, and witnefs her furprife ; 

Then, ftarting back^ her fujpple body bendf , 

As if infe£tion the vile work attends. 

For foftei: taiks their polifli'd limbs were made ; 

This was mere drudgery! mere mechanic trade f 

111 cou'd their whiter fingers bear the foil ; 

Or weaker, arms fupport the grievous toil. 

** But this the prince-- *and he is free to chufe, 

^^ And none in common manners can refitfe/* 

This vaft fatigue, with mighty pain, fubdued i 
More eafy was the charge that next enfued. 
The fight of rich apparel glads the fair. 
Fond to admire, tho • deftinM not to wear ! 
For now, more fumpt'ous cloaths th' attendants brought. 
In fecrety by their lord's direction, wrought s 
Shap'd to the (aireft maiden of the court : 
(The meafure gayly taken as in fport)' 
Caelia the maid ; alike her turn and fize* 
Such juft obfervers ftill are lovers eyes ! 
Full- well each iaihionM dame performs her part ; 
Skiird in the myft'ries of the toilet art. 
By each tome happy mafter-ftroke was fhown,* 
The flowing robe adjufling by her own. 
Rich was the robe, and glorious to behold, 
Befet with coftly ilones incas'd in gold ; 
The plainer ground of pure cerulean dye ; 
"And oft the hand was ftop'd to feaft the eye* 

.Her 
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Her hair they comb'd, that rudely lay untreft. 
But foon reclaimed, and in new order drefs'd ; 
And ftore they add of adventitious charms. 
Rings for the hands and bracelets for the arms ; . 
With pearly rows, with golden bands was grac*d 
The riHng bofom, and the falling waift ; 
And laft a crown was plac'd upon her head, 
That prominent with gems a mingled luftre (bed. 

Patient, beneath their hands, Grifelda fits. 
And to their various wills her limbs fubmits ; 
But fecret wifli'd, lefs pomp had been preparM, 
And much of their polite exa£lnefs fpar'd. 
The vain with fudden change are foon "elate, 
The ftu[Hd have no relilh of their fate ; 
The two extremes (he wifely fteer'd between; 
Her rule of zGdon was the golden mean. 
She nor with idiot-laugh her blifi proclaims. 
Nor with vain triumph treats the courtly dames ; 
Not tho' ihe (aw her fortune inly vex : 
She mild forgave the failure of the fex; 
And yet not fenfeleis of her good remains ; 
But rifing pleafure prudently reftrains. 
The wife their blifs in contemplation find ; 
Joy is not of the tongue but of the mind ! 
Yet oft with quicker throbs her bofom rofe. 
And oft her face with warmer blulhes glows ; 
And fofter fmiles to paint her lips arife. 
And brighter rays to animate her eyes« 
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The fair thomfelves that joint affiftance lend, ^ | 

Not apt the charms of others to commend^ 

With looks of filent praife, alternate thrown, { 

Well nigh prefer her beauty to their own* \ 

Who ((HIl improv'd beneath their forming hands) , | 

At once their love and their refped commands. \ 

But loud applaufe (produced in public view)' 
The vulgar add, ft ill fond of what is new ! 
Transformed (they thought) a new Grifelda (hown : 
Slaves to appearance, not transformed but known ! 
Not fuch material change their lord confefs'd, 
Who bore her fairer imag^ in his breaft; 
Who, not by o utward (how her form furvey*d, 
And more her merit than her beauty weigh'd. 
Yet, for he knew that drefs improves the iFace, 
(As eloquence to fenfe adds better grace) 
• Her juft adornment gratify'd his fight, 
Pleased to behold her in the faireft light. 
He on her hands, uprais'd with decent fliarae, 
Affix'd the ring, that binds the nuptial claim. 
Then, on a fnow- white fteed, the virgin placed, 
With crirnfon rerns and filver trappings grac'd. 
Loud (bout the coming and returning throngs 
As to the royal court they pafs along ; 
I n revel there the finifhM day he fpends ; 
Till down the weftem fteeps the fun defcends. 

Biit not on things minute to dwell too long-* 
"(For copious is the remnant of our fong. ) 

The 
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The new-made bride with fuch true merit (hone, 

She gave (not borrowed) luftre from the throne. 

So form'd her fpeech, fo httHon'd was her mien $ 

So juft but mild ! fo awful but ferene ! 

Not envy in her look or foul cou*d trace. 

Her low condition or ignoble race. 

In nought (he feem'd by ruftic parents fed. 

In meannefs nurtured, or in rudenefs bred ; 

No daughter of a cottage humbly born. 

But fprung a princely palace to adorn ; 

Nor only to &dorn, but to fupport, * 

Not only fill, Hut dignify a court. 

Her fpreading time the crowd with wonder hears 
(Who knew her birth) and fcarce believe their ears ; 
Gaze the nobility with like furprife. 
And doubt the nearer evidence of eyes. 
For tho- her lowly virtue was the fame. 
Exalted thus it (how'd a brighter flame. 
Virtue lies undifcover*d when confined, 
Unfelt the will, unlefs the power be join'd. 
Her known example may this truth declare. 
So witty, yet fo wife, fo chafte, yet fair ! 
So ftriftly merciful, fo humbly great ! 
Such winning grace, and fuch complying ftate ! 
Her looks their love, her words their wonder won, 
DifFus'd on all, indulgent as the fun! 

Not only thro* Saluzzo fpread her fame. 
But diftant regions heard her bounteous name ; 

And 
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And ever lavifh on her praifes dvrell : 
Well as one fpokei another fpoke as we!* 
And thoulandf camei alike the young as old. 
Women as men, to hear her and behold. 

Thus honefty for once and honor wed. 
And humble fortune decks a princely bed. 
The difbelieving lord himfelf confefs'd, 
'Twas poffibie in marriage to be bleft. 
At home his peace preferv'd the prudent wife. 
Abroad his weddi fupply'd the wants of life : 
And more than life requires. For kept from wafte^ 
Enough remains for elegance of tafte. 
And for that worth , thro' poverty's difguife, 
Difcern'd their lord, the people held him wife. 
This as no common incident be told ; 
'Tis what the people are not apt to hold. 

Yet not in houfehold cares (tho' thefe alone 
Are worthy praife) her excellence was (hown; 
Abfent her lord, full wifely cou'd (he guide 
The public ftate, the common good provide t - ' 
In judgment equal, eafy of accefs. 
Complaints to hear, or errors to redrefs. 
And ready, as fuccefsful, to aflfuage. 
Or private discontent, or public rage. 
Of counfel prudent^ fteady to her truft. 
Strong in perfuafton, in difcernment juft. 
And when at fhrife (for ftrife all ftates affbrdj^ 
She reconcii'd the people to their lord. 
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So fought his peace, and fo their welfare fough^ 

Urg'd with fiich pow'r of fpeech, and ftrength of thought; 

That rarely was her judgment found to fail : 

And if he held the fword, (he held the icale. 

Hence all degrees, the fenate and the crowd. 

Her juftice own*d, her clemency allow'd i 

A gift of heaven, their fortune to attend. 

Not only to preferve the ftate, but mend. 

Bleft was the fubjefl, and the fov'reign Ueft ! 
All (har'd her worth, he all her worth poflefi'd. 
Nor yet the fun had fiU'd his annual round, 
E*er a new pledge of love the nuptials crown'd. 
A daughter crown'd ! whofe fweetly-op'ning (ace ^ 
Adgrn'd the bed with near-refembling grace. 
And tho' (the better to reward her care) 
The anxious mother wifli'd a manly heir; 
Pleas'd was Gualthems, nor dtfpleasM the ftate> 
To find their wiflies half indulged by fate. 
For, from that fample of inferior kind. 
The promife of a nobler— they divin'd. 

The charge Grifelda, miftrefs of a throne, 
Intrufted to no care, befide her own. 
Gualtherus long opposed, at length compIyM, 
Diflenting moft from love, but much from pride» 
Ko matrimonial jar ! for here tlie ftrife 
Was not to burthen, but to fpare the wife. 
He prefs'd their common dignity and ea(e, 
And yielded btt( to humour, and topleafe» 

Yet 
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Yet (he cnaintainM, (her argument was ftrong) 
** Whole nature biafs'd to prefervc their young, 
** Of all the habitants of earth and air, 
<' Shall human kind take lefs than favage care i 
*^ I own ((he faid) this feems a country ftrain, 
^ The language of the daughter of a fwain i 
^^ What to the crowd may furniih mirth and (port^' 
^* And give diftafte and wonder to the court. 
^^*Yet will I (ay, {for this you taught my youth) 
^' Truft not to (how of things, but to the truth* 
^* Be truth the rule ; polite or impolite, 
^* I weigh not what is thought, but what is right. 
^^ The point Iet<:ourtIy dames with leave contefty 
^< This lovely child (hall never quit my breaft. 
** 'Tis vice of fa(hion ! 'tis negle£l of kind ! 
« 'Tis indolence ! 'tis cruelty of mind !*' 
To fuch a hufband added fuch a wife ; 
What fairer fcene cou'd yield domeftic life ? 
Each feems of each the fortune to controul. 
Each worthy each in body as in foul. 
So fair the road, and fo diredi to blifs. 
Their way a pair fo form'd cou'd hardly mifs* 
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LOVJ^ AND JEALOUSY. 



A VAL S. 



W^HAT ftate of life can be fo Weft 

* 

As Love, chat warms a lover's breaft i 
Two fouls in one the fame de&re, 
To grant the blifs, and to require : 
But if in heav*n a hell we find, 
'Tis all from thee, 
♦ O Jealoufy, 

Thou tyrant, tyrant Jealoufy, 
Thou tyrant of the mind ! 

All other ills, th6* (harp they prove^ 
Serve tp refine and perfefi love ; 
In abfence, or unkind difdain. 
Sweet hope rdieves the lover^s pain^ 
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But^ Oh 1 no cure but death we &nd^ 

To fet us free 

From Jealoufyi 

O Jealoufy, 

Thou tyrant, tyrant Jcaloufy, 
Thou tyrant of the mind ! 



Falfe in thy glafs all objefts are, 
Some fet too near, and fome too far^ 
Thou art the fire of endlefs night. 
The fire that burns, and gives no light. 
All torments of the damn'd we find 
In only thee, 
O Jealoufy, 

Thou tyrant, tyrant JealoaQT) 
.Thou I tyrant of the mind ! 
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UNFORTUNATE MOTHER*S ADVICE 



T O 



HER DAUGHTER. 



MT DEAR yENNr, 

W A S there any probability that a letter from 
me would be permitted to reach your hand alone, I (hould not 
have chofen this leaft eligible method of writing to yod. The 
public is no way concerned in iamily aflfairs, nor ought to be 
made a party in them ; but my circumftances are fuch, as laf 
me under a neceffity of either communicating my fentiments to 
the world, or concealing them from you ; the latter would, I 
think, be the breach of ah indifpenfible duty, which obliges 
me to wave the impropriety of the former* 

O 2 A long 



A fong train ot events^ of a mod extraordinary nahirC) con» 
^ired to remove yoii^ very early, fiom the tender care of ati» 
aiFe£i;ionate mother; you was then too young to be able to- 
lorm any rightjudgment of faercoiiduft; and iince that time it 
is very probable that it has been reprefented to you in the moife 
tuifavourable lights The general prejudice againft me I never^ 
gave myfelf the ufelel^ trouble of any endeavour to. remove.— ^ 
I do not mean to infer from hencC) that the opinion of others is. 
of no- matenal oonfequence v on the contrary^ I would advifer 
you always to remember, that, next to the confcioufnefs of aft*- 
ing right, the public voice (hould be regarded, and to endea-*- 
vour, by a prudent behaviour,,, (even in the ilioft trifling in*- 
ftances) to fecure it in your favour.. 'Twas my misfortune to be- 
educated in a diiFerent opinion : I was early and; wifely taught^ 
that virtue was the one thing neceifarj^ and .without it no hap-^ 
pinefs. could be expelled either in this,, or in any Aiture flate o^ 
exigence ; but with this good:pntidple,;a miftakeu) one was at 
the fame time inculcated; namely,, that the felfvapprobatioa^ 
arifing from confcious virtue was alone fiiffiticTnl, . and thecen- 
fures of an ill riatured worJd, ever r^ad'y to Calumniate,, when^ 
not founded on truths vvefe beneath the concern of a peifbii^^ 
whofe actions were guided^by tlie fuperior motive of obedience 
to the Ivill of heaven : this hbtloh, ftrongly imbibed before, 
reafon liad gained fuiEcient ftrength to difcover its falJacy,,was^ 
thq caute of an inconfiderate conduft in my Tiibftquent Kfe^ 
which ttamped my charaflier with a dHadvahtageous impreffion. 
To you 1 fpealc with the utmoft fincerity, nor will conceal a 
fault that you may profit by the luidwiedge of; and therefore 

^eely 
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ftecly own, that, in my ybuhger years^ latisfied with keeping 
^n£^ly within, the bounds of virtue, I took a fooliih pleafure in 
exceeding thoTe of prudt^nce, and. was ridiculoufly vain of in- 
dulging 3L latitude of behaviour, that others of my age were 
afraid of launching into: but then,, in juftice to myfdf, I muft 
mt the fame, time declare, that this freedom was only taken iiv 
public CQtnpznfi and fo extremely cautious was I of giving,, 
ndiat to, me appeared, any juft ground for cenAire, that I call 
'^alrea to wJtfiefs, your-.papa was the firft man I ever made any 
j^rivate affignation with, or met in a room alone, nor with him^ 
tilLafter the mod folemn. mutual engagement, that of the matri- 
tnontal ceremony^ had bound us to each other. My behaviour 
then> was fuch,. as,, he has frequently fince acknowledged, fully 
eonvincediiia) that I Was not only innocent of any criminal a^^i^ 
'Imt'oE every vicious thought;, and that the outward freedom of 
.'my deportment pr6ceeded iiierely from great gaiety of temper,, 
and^ar very high flow of fpirits,, never broke (if the expreffioa. 
may be allowed) into the. formal^ rules of decorum*. To funv^ 
up the whole m a.few wx>rds,. my, priviite condu£l. wais what the- 
ft vsereft: pmde could not cotid^n;. my public,, fuck as the 
Bidft finifll^d coquet alone would have ventured:uponJ! the latt- 
ter^ only could i)e kxio^n to. the worlds and^. confequently, from^ 
thence muft their opinipn'^^be taken,:.* which, you will eafily iee,. 
Qotdd'not* be fiivdurfibki to me,, but,, on the coi^trary, gave a; 
^getiersU prejudice, that has- finoe been made; an argument to> 
. gain credit *for tfa^ m^icious^ fiilflioods laid to^y icliarge:: forr 
difs ieafoti> (convinced: by long experience that dxe greater^ part 
arcifo apt to^receive, and.fo.wtlling.to retain^,a bad; 

im^ 
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impreffion of others, that when fucth prepofleffions are once effa^ 
blifbed, there is hardly a poffibility through life of removing 
them), I have, for fome years paft, filently acquiefced in the 
difpenfations of providence, without attempting any juftification 
of myfeif ; and being confcious that the infamous afperfions caft 
on my chara£ler were not founded on truth, have fet dow^n 
content with the certainty of an open and perfed acquittal of 
all vicious difpofitions, or criminal condud, at that great day, 
when all things fhall appear a|i they really are, and both our 
a<5lions and the mod fecret motives of them, be made manifeft 
to men and angels. 

Had your papa been amongft the number of thofe who were 
deceived by appearances, I (hould have thought it my duty to 
leave no method uneflayed to clear myfeif in his opinion ;--4>ut 
that was not the cafe : he knows that many of thofe appear- 
atices, urged againft me, were given, not only under his diredion, 
but by his abfolute command, (which, contrary to reafon and 
my own intereft> I was, for more than twelve years, weak 
enough implicitly to obey) and that others, even fince our fe- 
paration, were occafloned by fome particular inftances of his 
behaviofir, which rendered it impoffible for me to aft with iafety 
in any other manner ; to him I appeal for the truth of this af« 
fertion, who is confcious of the meaning, that may hereafter 
be explained to you. Perfe£Uy acquainted with my principles 
and natural difpoiition, his heart, I am convinced, never here 
condemned me. Being greatly incenfed that my father's will 
gave to me an independant fortune, which will, he imagined, I 
was acceflary to, or at leaft, could have prevented; he was 

thereby 
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thereby laid open to the arts of defigning men, who (having 
their own intereft folely in view) worked him up into a defirc 
of revenge, and from^^bence, upon probable circumftances^ 
into a public accuiation; though that was fupported only by 
the fingle teftimony of a peribn, whofe known faUhoQ.d had made 
bin! a thoufand times declare, that be would not credit her oath 
ia the moft trifling incident ; yet, when he was difappointed of 
the additional evidence he might have been flatteredwtth the 
hope of obtaining, 'twas too late to recede. This I fincerely 
believe to be the truth of the cafe, tho' too well know his te- 
nacious temper to txpcSt a prefent juftification ^ but whenever 
he arrives on the verge of eternity, if reafon holds her place to 
that awful moment, and religion has any power on his heart, I 
make no doubt, he will then acquit me to his children, and 
with truth confefs, that no part of my behaviour to him ever 
deferved the treatment I have met with.— Sorry am I to be un- 
der the neceffity of pointing out faults in the condu£l of anc«^ 
tber, which are perhaps long fmce repented of, and ought then 
to be as much forgot as they arenvoft truly forgiven : heaven 
knows, that (o far from retaining any degree of refentment in 
my heart, the perfon breathes not whom I wiih to hurt, or to 
whom I would i\ot this moment render every fcrvice in my 
^wer. The injuries by me fufiained, had I no children,, 
ihould contehtedly be buried in filence till the great day of re- 
tribution; but the falfe imprei&ons which, by fuch filence,. 
might be fixed on your mind> and thofe of your brothers and 
fitters, whom I include with you, 'tis incumbent on me, in 
jufUce to you> to tbem^ and to myfelf, as far as pofilble, to ef-^- 

iace» 
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^&ce. To this end it will be neceflfary to enter into a circitm* 
ftantial hiftory of near fifteen years, full of tncidents, of a nature 
&i uncommon as to be fcarcely credible, which I aih convinced 
i^ill effe£tua% clear me, in your opinions, of the tmputationa I 
now lie under, and prove, sdmoft to a demctiftration, the true 
caufe of thofe proceedings againft me, 4hat were couched under 
pretended motives, as injurious to my reputation as they were 
falfe in themfdves. But this muft be deferred (bme time long- 
er ; you are all yet too young to enter into things of this kindt 
or to judge properly of them. When a fcw years fliall, by 
ripening your underftandings, remove this objedton^ you fliali 
be infornfed of the lyhole truth, without difguife or partiality,-*-* 
till then fufpend your belief of all that tnay have reached your ears 
with Tegard to me, and w^it the knowledge of thofe &£ts my 
future letter will reveal for your information. 

Thus much I thought it neceiTary to premife concerning mf^ 
felf, tho^ foreign to the deflgn of this epiftle, which id only ta 
remind you, that you have ft. H an affei^onatejnother, anxious 
foi' your welfare, to. give you feme advice with regard to your 
condu£b in life, and to lay down a few precepts, that, rf attended- 
to, will in the beft manner in my power fetpply the deprivation of 
a conftant tender maternal care : the addrefs is to you in parti* 
cular, your fifters being yet too yoqng to receive it; but my 
intention for the equal fer%ice of you alh 

You are juft entering, my dear girl, into a world full ofde* 
ceit :^nd falfliood, where few perfons or things appear as- they^ 
really are: vice hides her deformi^ty with the borrowed garb of 
irirtue; and though difcernable, by the unbecoming aukward* 
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nefs of her deportment under it, paflfes on thoufands undeteded: 
every prefent pleafure ufurps the name of happinefs, and to fuch 
deceives die unwary purfuer ; thus one general made difguires 
the whole, and it requires a long experience, and a penetrating 
judgment, to dircover the trurii. — ^Tfirice happy thofe, whofe do- 
cile tempers improve the inllru£lions of maturer age, and there- 
by attain fome degree of this neceflary knowledge^ while it may 
be chiefly ufeful in diredtng their condud ! 

The turn your mind now takes, fixes the happinefs or mifery 
of your whole future life ; and I am too nearly concerned for 
your welfare not to be moft folicitouiy anxious that you muy 
early be led into fo jtift a way of thinking, as will be ptodu&ivc 
of a prudent, rational behaviour, and fecure to yourfelf a laftiag 
felicity* Yoii v^ old enough, before our reparation, to con« 
vince me that heaven had not denied you a good natural under- 
ftanding, which^ properly cultivated, will fet you above that 
trifling difpofidon,, too common among the female world, that 
makes youth ridiculous, maturity infignificant, and old age con- 
temptible ; it is therefore needlefs to enlarge on that bead, fincc 
good fenie is there the beft advifer, and without it all admoni* 
tions or directions on the fubjed would be' as fruitlefs, as to lay 
down rules 'for an idiot not toaift fooKfhIy. 

There is no room to doubt but that fuffici^nt care will be 
taken to give you a pofite education ; but a religious one is of 
ftill greater coniequence ; neceflary as the former is toward 
JouT making i {n'oper figure in the world, and being well ac- 
cepted in it, the latter is yet more fo, as that only can fecure to 
you die approbation of the greateft and beft of Beings, on 
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whofe fiivour depends your everlafting bappiaefi : let, there* 
forci your duty to God be ever the firft and principal obje6l of 
yoxir care ; as your creator and governor».he claima adoration 
and obedience i as your fiither and friend^ fubmiffive duty and 
aiFedkion : remember , that from this common parent of the uni- 
verfe you received your life ; that to his general providence you 
owe the continuance of it; and to his bounty, 9II the health, eafe, 
advantages, or enjoyments, which help to make that life agree* 
able* A fenfe of benefits received naturally infpires a grateful 
dirpo(ition„ witk a defirfi of making, ibme fuitable returns ; all 
that can here^ be made9 for innumerable favours every moment 
beftowed^ is a thankful acknowledgment, and a willing obe«» 
dience ; in thefe be aever wanting : make it an invariable rule 
to begin and end the day with a folemn addrcfs to the deity. I 
mean not by this, what is commonly with too much propriety 
called faying of pn^ers, viz. a cuftomary repetition of a few 
good words, without either devotion or attention, than which, 
nothing is more inexcuiable and aScontive^ it is the homage of 
the heart that can alone be accepted. Expreffions of our 7h(b^ 
lute dependence and entire refignation„ thankfgiving fi>r the 
mercies already received^ petitions br tbofe bleffings it is fit for 
ti^ to pray for, and interceffions for all our felloW-creatures, 
compofe the principal parts of this duty ; which may be comprtf^ 
cd in very few words, or nK>re enlarged upon, as the circum* 
fiances of time and difpofition may render moft fuitable } for it 
is not the length, but the (incerity and attention of our praycES 
that will make them efficacious: a good heart, joined to a toIer« 
able underflanding, will feldon be at a lois for proper words 
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Hfitb Wkftch to tJoathe thefe (endments ; and all perfons being 

l>eft ac(|aainted with their own particular circumftanceSy may 

reafonably be fuppofed beft qualified for adapting dieir petitions 

and acknowledgments to them ; but for thdfe who are of a dif- 

{€rent opinion, there are many excellent forms of prayer idready 

compofed i amongft thefe none, thaic I know of, are equal to 

jyoAar Hoadiy's (the prefent bifliop of Winchefter), which I 

recommend to yolir penifal andufe; in the prefiice to which, 

jbu win find better inftru^ons on this head, than I amciq>aUe 

of giving, and to thofe I refer you. 

» It is acknowledged, that our petitions cannot tn any degree 

aker the intention of a being, who is in himfelf invariablei and 

without a poffibility of change ; all that can be expeAed from 

them * is, that by bettering ourfdves, they will render us more 

proper objefts -cf bis favourable regard ; . and this muft neceflari- 

ly be the I'eiult of aferious, regular^ and conftant dticharge of 

this branch of our doty ; for it is fcarcely poffiUe to offer up our 

fincere and fervent devotions to heaven, every morning and 

evening, without leaving on our minds fuch ufefiil impreffions, 

as- will naturadly difpofe us to a ready and chearM obedience, 

and infpire a filial fear of lending,— -the beft (ecuriqr virtue can 

have ; therefore^ as you value your own happineis, let not the 

force of bad examples ever lead you into an habitual difufe of 

fecret prayer i or an unpardonable negligence (o fiir previMl, as 

to reft fatisfied wi& a formal, caftomary, inattentive repetition « 

of fome well chofeh words ; let your heart and attention always go 

with your lips, and experience will foon convince you, that this 

permiffion of addreffing the fupreme being, is the moft valuable 

P 2 pre- 
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prerogative of human nature ; the chief, nay, the only fopport, 
under all the diftrefles and calamities tbia ftate of fin and inifepj^ 
is. liable to; the higheft rational fiuisfaAioA. die mind is €;apaU^ 
of, on this fide the grave, and the beft prefMtrative for everlaft*^ 
ing happiriefa beyond it. Thia is a duty ever in your own 
power, and therefore you oidy will be culpable by the omiffion ; 
public worfliip may not always he io, but whenever it is, do 
not wilfiilly nt^cA At fervice of the cbureh, at leaft on Sun- 
days, and let your behaviour there be adapted to the fderonity 
of the place, and the intention of the meeting. Regard neither 
the aAions or di^eft of odien ; let not your eyes rove in iearch 
of acquaintance ; but in the time of divine fervice avoid, as 
much as pOffible, all complimental civilities, of which there are 
top great an intercourfe in^moft of our churches ; remember, 
^hat your only bufinefii there is to pay a folemn zA of devotion 
to idmighty God, and let every part of your conduct be fuitable 
to this grtet end* If you hear a good fermon, treafure it in 
your memory, that you may reap all the benefit it was capable of 
iiyparting i if but an indifferent onc,-*-there muft bb ibme good 
thji^s in it} retsun thofe, and let the remainder be buried in ob« 
livioo> ridicule not the preacher, who no doubt has done his 
lieft, and is rather the objeA ot pity, than contempt, for having 
been {daced in a fituation of lUe, which his talents were not 
equal to, and may pefhaps*be a good man tho' no great orator. 
i would aUo recommend to you the early arid freqfuent partici- 
pation of die tbmmunion (or, what is commonly called re- 
ceiving the laciameot}, as the inHfytofMc duty of every cbrif- 
tiani there is no infiiihttion of our religion more £mple, plain^ 

and 



OR, PARENTAL PRESENT. 117 

•ttd tnteiligtble than this is^ as delivered Co us by our Saviour ; 
and mdft of the elaborate treatifes vrrote, fince his time, on the 
fubjed^ hiive fervcd onljr to puzzle and dtfturb we^^minds, hf 
throwing the dark veil of fuperftition and human invention over 
a jphin pofittve command, given by Jiim in fo explicit a manner, 
as to be eafily comprehended by the meaneft capacity^ and 
which, it is dolibtleft in the power of all his fincere followers, ta 
pay an acceptable obedience to. Nothing has more contribut* 
ed to the negle^ of this duty, than the'numerous welKmeaning 
.bof>ks that have been wrote, to enjoin a month's or a week's 
fjreparation, as previoufly neceffiu'y to the due performance of it ; 
by this means, filling the minds of many with needleis terror, 
putting it even out of the power of feme to receive it at all, and 
inducing great numbers to reft latisfied with doing it only once 
or twice in a year, on feme high feftival, whereas it was cer* 
tainly the conflant cuftom of the apoftles, and primitive chrt^ 
tiaai^ oh every Sunday ; and ought tp be received by us as often 
as it is adminiftered in the church we frequent (which in mofir 
places is but once in a month); nor do I think it excu&bie, at 
any time, to turn our backs upon the table we fee prepared for 
tl\at purpofe^ oi| pretence erf* not btin^ fit to partake worthily of 
it : the befl", the oniy true preparation fer this, an4 every other 
part of religious duty, is a good and virtuous life, by which the 
niad is conftantly kept in fuch a devotional frame, as to require 
but- a littlr r^dieAion, to be fuited to any particular ad of 
wtirfhi^ or obedience that mfty occaTionaBy happen -, and with* 
out* that, there cannot be a greater, or more fatal miftake, than 
to fuppofei durt « felHT days ot weeks i^ient in humifiiition and 

^ prayer, 
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prayori wH render us «t^ die more ac cq ita M c fb the idtf^ or 
the better fitted for any one inflance of that duty, which muft 
be unireriall/ paid, to be either approved by him, or advantage- 
ous to corTdves : I would not therefore advife you to read any 
of thofe weekly preparatives, which are too apt to lead the mind 
into error, by teaching it to reft in a mere fliadow of piety, 
wherein th^e is nodiing ratTonally iatisfiidory. The beft book 
1 have ever met with on the fubjed is the bifliop of Winchef- 
ter*s plain account of die nature and end of the iacrament of 
the Lord's fupper (to which the prayers before*mentioned are 
annexed) : this is well worth your careful perulal $ the defign of 
the inftitution is diere fuUy explained, agreeable both to Icrip- 
ture and reaibn, ftript of all that veil of rayftery, which has been 
induftrioufly thrown over it, by defigning or miftaken men, and 
laid as plainly open (to every capacity, as it was at firft left us by 
our great maftcr. Read this book with due attention; you will 
there find every neceflary inftruSion concerning diexite, and 
every reafonable inducement tq the. confiant and confcaendous 
performance of it. - ,^ 

The fincere pradice of thefe ripligiojxs dudes naturally leads 
to the proper clifcharge of the focisd ones, wi|ich may be all 
comprehended in that one great general ruk, of doing unto 
others as you would diey (hould do .unto you |«*4)ut of diefe 
more pardcularly hereafter. I (hall firft. give you-myadvice 
concerning employment; it faei^g of great nuu^entto 6t out in 
life in fuch a method, as may be ufeful to yourfelf and beoeficial 
to others. Time is invaluable, its lofs irretriovahleJ the re* 
membrance of bavV^g made an iU ufe x>f it muft be one <rf' die 

(harpeft 
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ftarpsft tortures to thofe who are on tbe brink of eternity ! and 
n^at can yield a more unpleaiing retrofpeA, than whole years 
idled away in an irrational infigniiicant manner: examples of 
urtiich are continually before our eyes. Look on every day as 
a blank (heet of paper put into your hands to be filled up ; re<* 
member the cbaraders will remain to endlefs ages, and can 
never be expunged ; be careful therefore not to write any thing 
but what you may read witli pleafure a thoufand years hence : I 
would not be underftood in a fenfe fo ftrid as might debar you 
from any innocent amufement fuitaUe Co your age, andagree* 
able to your inclination ; diverfions, properly regulated, are not 
only allowable, they are abfolutely neceflary to youth, and are 
Aevor criminal, but when taken to excefs ; that is, when they 
cngrofs the whole thought, are made the chief bufinefs of life^ 
give a diftafte to every vsAiable employment ; and by a fort of 
infotuation, lisave the mind in a ftate of reilleis impatience, froni 
the conclufion of one till the commencement of another : this 
is the unfortunate di^x^fition of many : guard mo!l carefully 
againft tt; for nothing can be attended with more pernicious 
coniequences: a little obfervation will convince you, that there 
is not, amongft the human fpectes, a fct of more miferable 
beings, than thofe who cannot live out of a cdnilant fucceffioh of 
diverfions : thefe people have no comprehenfion of the more 
fitisfiiAory pleafores to be found in retirement ; thought is in* 
fupportabte to diem, and confequently folitude muft be intoler- 
^e ; they are a burthen to themfelves, anil a peft to their 
acqoatntanee, by vainly feeking for happinefi ki company^ where 
Aey are feUom accq^taUe (I % vaunly> for true happincfi exifts 

only 
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only in the mind; nothing forergn can giye it e tho'iitiitoftiorli*^ 
attained by what is called a gay life, is a flmrc liBHrgetfiiloefii «f 
mifery, to be felt with accuomtated angutfli in e?ery inttmld of- 
reflei^ion). This reftlefs temper is frequently Ae prodtift of a tO0 
eager purfuit of pleafure in the early part of life, tm the oegteA 
of thofe valuable improvements, which would lay die fosndattM 
of a more folid and permanent felicity. Yoadi it diefealbo far 
di verfions ; but it is alfo the feafon for acquiring k n owle dg e^ fer 
fixing ufeful habits, and laying in a ftock of fuch weD chofim 
materials, as may grow info a ferene happinefir, that will encimfe 
with 'Cvery added year of life, and bloom in the fulleft perfeAion^ 
at the decline of it. The great ait of education OMififtt ia al^ 
figning to each its proper place, in fuch t manner, tintlhc 
diall never become irkfome by intrenching on the tDthtr: 
feparation having taken fromniethe|rieafifig taftof eadeavoui^ 
tng, to the beft of my ability, to fuit them occafiomdiy as oM^kc 
moft conducive both to your profit and pleafiine, it onlytemaiaa 
to give you general rules, which accidents may make it oeeefftfy 
fometimes ta vary;— that muft be left to yoo,r own difieretilm i 
and I am convinced you have a fiifficient ihare of u n de rfta ndmgt 
* to be very capable of making fuch cafual r^ulationa advantage^ 
oufly to yourfetf, if Ithe inclination is not wanting. 

It is an excellent method to appropriate the mcrmng wMiyf 
to improvement ; the afternoon may then be alfaiwed to diveT'^ 
iions ; under the laft head I place company, books of the hi*^ 
mourous kind, and entertaining produAions of the needte, as 
well as plays, balls, cards, iic. which more eommatdf go^ bjr 
that name; from diimer till fupper may be vario^f-by-thelt 

em- 
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emplbyed, with innocence and propriety; but let none of them- 
^*ver be fuffered-to' intrude on the former part of the day, which- 
fhould be always devoted "to more ufeful employments. One 
half hour eidier before^ or immediately after breakfaftj I would< 
have you ijonflantly give to^the attentive perufil of fome ratio« 
naHy' piou&^UthdF^ or feme part of the new teftament (which 
laft, and indeell the^whole fcriptare, you ought to make your- 
felf petfeSdy acquainted with, as diefoafis on which your reli« 
gron^ Is founded) ; this pra£kice yoa will reap m^ft real benefit 
from-, thdn t!an "be fiippofed by thefe wbo4iave never made the 
experiment. The ether hours may -be divided amongfttthofe 
Aeceflaty and polite acquifitions^ which are fuitahle to your fex^ 
9gCj and'fanlc'in life. Study your own language thoroughly, that 
yott may^eak cbfre6llyi and write^rammatically ; do not con- 
tent ^^tniHblf witl^ the common ufe of words, which cul^qm has 
taught you froifi the cradle, but learn from wh^ice they- are de* 
rived, and what are their proper fignifications. French you 
ought to be as well acquainted with as Englifli;; and Italian 
mighty without much diffiouky, be added. i\cquirie a good 
knowledge of hiftory s diat of^yotir own country firft,. then of 
the other European nations; read^ them, npt with. a view to 
amufe, but to improve your mind4 and to that end niake re<« 
fledions-on what you have-read, which may be ufeful to your- 

felf^ and Tender your converfation.iQreeab]e to others : learn fo 
fiiuch *0f geography, as to form a juft idea.of thofe places you 
read-ctf"^- diis will makehiftory more entertaining to you. 
■ It is neceflary for yoii to be perfed: in the fpur firft rules 
of ari(^eiiC4 more you can neyer have occafion for ; and thp 
\ ^ Q^ mind. 
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mind fliould not not be bttrtheftad with needidk ap{4i€atioiu 
Mufic and drawii^ are dccomfrfiflnBents well worth the 
trouble of attaifting^ if your HKUoaitioa and genius lead to 
rithcr i if not, do not. atteoUpt them, for it wiH be only mwcb 
time aAd graat labour mprofitably thrown aws^ ; it being next 
to iinpoflSWe to arrive at any degree of perfeftion in thofe arts, 
by the dint of preieverance only^ if a good ear, and a native ge-* 
niu8 are wanting. The ftudy of nabina pbilofophy you wiH 
find both piecing and inftniaive a (leafing from the continual 
new difeoverIe$ to be n!iade of the innumembly various beauties 
of nature (a rftoft agrceaUe gratificaltion of thatdefire of know* 
ledge wHely implanted in the human mni) } and inftniaive, as 
thofe difcQv«ries lead to the contemplation of the gi?eat author 
of nature, whofc wifiJom and goodnefs fo confpicuoufly ihine 
through all his works^ that it is impoffible to reflet ftrioufly oa 
them, without admiratiorir and gratitude. 

Thefe, my dear, are but a few of tbo(b mental improvements 
I would recommend to youi indeed there is no branch of know* 
ledge tfas^ your capacity is e<}ua} to, and you have an opportuni- 
ty of acquiring, which I think ought to be negleded^ It has 
been objected againft all fenaale leaf niiig, beyond that of houfe* 
bdd o^ononty, that it tends only tO'fiU the minds of the fex 
with a con<^eited vanity, which iets them abovne their proper 
bufinefs, oecafiond an indifference to, if not a total negleft' of, 
their famUy^alT^irs, and ferves only to render them ufeheft wive^i 
and inlpertinent companipfis* It niuft be cdnfellbd^ that fomf 
reading ladies hai^ given but tod much cautefor this (AJ€^^ion| 
and could it be* proved to. hold good ihroii^boufi' the- fes^jtvirouid 

certainly 
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oettuiiiy he right to oonfiiie dieir improvcmeotfr wUfain. the 
aarrow lioaits of the narfery^ the kitchen, atid ttie coafeftionarjr ; 
bttt I bdieve it will upon examinaitioa be feond, that fuch ill 
coofeqaeaces proceed chiefly from too great mi imbecility of 
laijid to he capable of much enlargeineat, or from a mere afFec«> 
tadon of knowledge^ void of all reality. Vanity is never tho 
tefult of underftaa£ng ; a fenfible woman will foon be convince 
cd) fshat ^I the learning her utmoft application can make her mif- 
tM& of will be, from the dtfFereace of education, in many points 
inleiior to that of a fchool^boy ; this reflexion wiU keep her 
dways humble, and be an effe^ai check to that loquacity, which 
wwlefs Iboie women fuch infupportdrfe companions. 

The iwuiagement of all domeftic afimrs is certainly the prd- 
p«r bjMfiiM6 of woman $ and unMiionably niftid as fuch an af« 
fi^rdimniiy be dioug^t^ it is certainly not beneath the dignity of 
toy bdy, how^ever high her lank) to know how to educate her 
tbSdrea, to govern her fenrants, tP order an elegant table with 
(ceooomy, and to msinage her wdide fiunily with prudence, re« 
glAarif^r^ andmeldhodi if iodiefeihe is ^efedlve, whatever may 
be her at^nments in any <^er kinds of knowledge, flie will a£t 
out of charafter ; and, by not moving in her proper fphere, be- 
come rather the cbjdEk of ridicule than approbation : - but I be- 
lieve it may with trudi be affirmed, that the negled of thefe do- 
meftic eoBcerns has orach more frequently proceeded from 
an emrbiAant love of diverfions, a ridiculous Amdnefs for 
drefs md ^Hmtry, or a miftaken pride, that has placed them in 
a iervile light (fit only for the empbyment of dependants, and 
hekw the attcltfton of a fiae lady)> than from too great an at- 

Q^a tachmcnt 
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tachmMt -to tnentad iraprovements ; yet^ from wfaatfiyevtk: bftttfe 
fticb a negled |)r6ceeds, it is equally unjdlifiaUe. li^^an^ 
tiling can be Urged iti rindicatioa of a cuftooi, unknown to our 
sncedors, which the* prevalence of £ilhion hasmade fo{;enerai 
amongfl: the modern ladies, I mean, that of -oommitting to the 
' care and dilcretiooary power of differentfervants, the fole mana<^ 
gement of their famtly^afiairs ; ndthingcertakily can beralkgcd 
in defertce of ftrch an rgndrance ifi things of>tliis natare, asr fen- 
ders a lady incapable of giving proper dtredions bnaU'loocafions^i 
an ignorance, which, in ever fo exalted -a- ftationy^-will^fend^ her 
contemptible even to thofe fervants, on whofe iinderftan(Hng and 
fidelity (he, in fadb, becomes dependent for the regolarftyoShef- 
houfe, the propriety, elegance, and frugality ofher table ; wbicfi 
'laft article is ieldomrreg^rded by fuch fort of people,' wb«430offe^ 
* ^uently-ihiipdfe on^bofe, by whom they are thus trnplicitly truftedv 
Make yoUrfelf,' therefore, fo thoroughly acquainted < with the moft 
^prope^ 'method of conducing a&mily, and-theneceflafy e^^ence 
which ev^ry article, rh proportion to their number^'WiU'ooeaffdi)) 
t4)at you may come to a reafonable certainty of not bein^tnAreridHy 
deceived, without the ridiculous drudgery of following your/er- 
vants at the heels, and meanly peeping into every obfcure corner 
of yoiur iiottfe ; nor is- this at all difficult to attain, it requiring 
nothing mortf than an attentive obfervation. ^ 

. It is. t>{ late, in ihoft great families, become tootnuch the 
ouftom to be long upon the books of every tradeOnan they em- 
ploy: to affigna reafcn for this is foreign to my purpofe; but 
am certain it would in general be better, both for tbebifelves, ahd 
tbe people they deal with, never to be onihexh atall ; and wWar 

difficulty 



""^iSciJIly or inconvemence can arife, in a wdl-regufatechfiuniljri 
• from ^amil!^]ffiDmf% the ftcward-or;hciufek«epcr to pay for erery 
Ai^g at the time of its b«ing^bit)aght in ^ This obfolete prac- 
tree fthdiigH- in itfelf very;laaaable) is not arpreftnt, ihd pdr- 
baps never teftf tfgaiit, be authotifed by fafhion j however, let 
it -be a^^Rile With you to cohtrad as few debts as pofBble; moft 
' thii^ sTrie -fo be, purchafed,* both bettisr ^h their kindand at a 
lower price, by paying' for Aetji at ^tiietime of ptirchafing*;; 
Ibut, if to aVbid the! fupp<Jfe«f- trouble of 'frequent trffling dif-' 
burfoment^ - youncbeofe^ to ' haVe the lefler articles thrown- to^ 
gvtber-iln a bill) let a note of the quantity and price be brought 
With'eveiy fuch parcel; nl^ thefe notes, compare them with' 
'the bill when -^eliveredi in, and let fuch bills be reguhriy paid"^ 
tverf ^quaMert ftrsit^s.WotrfeaftmaWt to eKpcarthata'tradeftn^' 
fhoM give Ibhg^r* credtt> wifltoi^'making up- the intcfreft of his 
money by an advan^Dtd^ pf io&^ *what he fells ; and, be alTured,' 
if you find jt incokivenieht to pay atthe^nd ^three months, 
ibat ijiciQnvcfHenec^ t^^tft arife-ftbiti living sft tdo great an ex«- 
pencie, and wiff^conftquefttiyincreaTe in ux mehths, and groi^ 
&M1 greats at-Ac chd.oTtWdj^at't'by mafclng'ih^ 
you will' become IfteYooriei^enfibie' of ifa^^^ mM^ice, arid firfd^ 
it at iSrfl 4nore eafy to retriAch any-'^Kpernumerarrics,' than after* 
' having^de»l0flg.habituated^d^dn. 
.' If your ji^ufeis fuperintendea by, and*3rour^fervarits account- 
able to, an houfekeeper, let iier b^<^<?Puntable to'youtfMf, and' 
'dkitrrcl/^av»»fted'^*y7dai^''*i6at8n*;^cairtfttlfy cbcatninfe^ her 
>bills,.aiid {tfSet i«9-txti*ayjagah<iies or Unr^ceflafy articles fo pa3' 
^ttnnotiirG^s Iet'4ibtfe-tHU$ be bi'oi^ght %cryoa ever^ morning )^^ 
i.-i - what 
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whait ihey. can coi^t^ip will thejp be tsS^j rapolie^edt •^(hrot' 

burthening your inem<^ i y^m^ ^cog^^offh h^mg dmt^ wiU bO 

sidjufted with left troirf)^ and fnf>r« c^fd&nfifs, ^konjXi jo^ J^i 

anj time have ^ upper fervant^ wbofi^ ^ui^ly j^ edmcati^iA 

were fuperior to that |Utje of ibbje^ioiR, wbidli Cn^cc^ng 

misfbrtimes may havie reduced her u^ ^ch PHgbt tp hfi treated 

with peculiar iadulgepce ^ if ibe bas unchiffi^diog ;e9<Hi^ |t9» 

be cooveriable, and humility enough ^w^ t^ l^p ^ {Mr^f^jT 

diil^ncc, Icflen, ;^ OHicjii as poffi^^ every p^ui^f^I |5Wi«ipbrap«/e 

of former pro^£U, by Xookifig on h^f as j^n ^ug^e.^rkl^ ami 

making b^ a^ p^cafipnal copipoi^a ^ ^i^t iieVj^r <)^feieod t9» 

converie with thoicy whoie birtl^ ef}^c^tK>fi, ^i^ jg^vlf mm ia 

Iffe, were not fuperior to a {)^t of ienrit^de i lybfir 9^ii|49 «3^ 

fpitcd to their ftation ; intoxicated bjy a^y dfjgre^ ffftpil'VltX^ 

they become u&leis and ii?af>ertineat.'-«T^e babi( v^ry gvwy" 

ladies have contraded of talking to, ^d ci^f^^nt^v^^j fbeir 

women» has fo4>oile<i that fet of fuyiifpt^ tl^t few of t^fri.fr^ 

to be met witb^ who do not coofinienqe iheir %vicf, )»yffym^ 

tbejr unalked opinion of your perfon, dreis, or .9u$ci^cp^ci^ 

artfully conveyed in the too ^generally acq^f^tod vehicle tf 

flattery > and if aUowfii m tliis, wiU ^fixt prcjceed 4p qS^r dw 

cidiculous advice on any occaiion, that n^y hap^n to iJUcom*' 

pofe or ruffle your temper ; chec^ the firft appearance of iudi. 

impertinence, by a reprimand ftiflScientty fcvcrc tQ prevent a 

repetition of it. 

Pive your orders in ^ pj^^ ^Jifti©^ OMOoef, with good 
nature, joined to z &ed4ifi^^ thgt will fbfim ibtsy nuft be 
pundiually obeyed ^ tr^ ^1 ypiy: d^qpifffiics witb^fiicjiintldnefr 

and 



iSii i^VAtfy thsit j(M im/de ferred mitKt cmt of a^eftion 
thaii fea¥ ; |eC tfaienfi Hve tep^lf nnekr you 3 giir^ thi&m kifurer 
far t^ek owif beifii4efs^ ttrfi^ fi>r iflfMMr^nt recreistiofi^ and tniyxH 
hfptchSXj fbr attoAdirtg thfe public fe/vicc of the chufeh, tc^ 
l>e mftftttStefif iri their duty to God $ widlout which you havd 
i^ fight to expe£t tlife diicharge (4 tha<^ oiling to yourfelf : 
^^if wt^^, tdl thalM c^aily of thi^ir fiults } if they amend 
yiot after two or three (ucR rebukes^ difrni^ them ; But rievei^ 
itic€fii to pafBori afld* fcoMingi wHkh is incoilfitfefit vl^ith a 
good tiildelrfiaTidthg, tfnd lie^^&lh th^ dignify of a- g^nfldli^ohfia^. 
Bb vefy i^i^ i^ your hours^ without' ^hich tifere c^cl be no 
order in yout family 5 1 Aieah Ctefe of rifiAg, eating, kt. Require 
ftoiBf your fen^ts piihftuaKfy iii thefi*, and never be ybtirfelf 
ffiecatifeof ISfreakiitg through the f uks you ha^ laid down^ 
by deferring Breaki^ft^ piitfing back the dinner, or letting it 
grow cold oil the table, to v^t y<yfit dreffing | a ctittofh by 
wUkfa manly ladies infroduc^fif coflfufiOrf) and bring thdir orders 
Wto rtfegjea; Be alvlrays drefled, at leatft, Half an hour before 
dtnikr.-^kaving tnerkliohecF this important article, I muft be 
allowed a little digreflion oii the fubjed; 

VftMiv^ tiittfe is titteen up in ifc^y beyond Whaf is neceflary 
tb d^en^yiind cleahli^dS, ni^y Gie looked upoh (to fay n6 
Wdrtfe) as a Vatiittm in Kfc, entir^l/ Idft : by decency, I meanV 
6idl an habit as ii JTuitable f^ ybuf ranlL ar^d foftune ; an ill-- 
|^ae%Sd fifteiy, irtcfonfiftent with^ either, is not orniimental, but 
ridiculobs : a cofmpltance with fkdAbiiy ib fai^ as to avoid th(& 
affe£hitlon of fingularity, h hdceifet^y; biir to run into the 
iKttmti of Mxkimi mort cfpeciaBy tWe Which ajTe ineon^ 

vcnicnt^ 
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Tenieiit, is the certain proof of a weak mind v have flH>ettef 
epinion of yourfelf, than to fuppofe you'.can receive anjr addi* 
tional merit from the adventitious ornaments of' drefs ^ leavo 
the ftudy of the toilet Uy Aoft adapted to it, I mean^ to that 
inlignificant fet of females, whofe whole life, from the cradle 
to the coffin, is but a varied (bene of trifling, and whole intel-- 
lefiuals fit them not for any thing :beyond it; fuch maybe 
allowed to paft whple morning3 at their looking^glafs^ in the 
important .bufinels of fitting a fct of ribbons, adjuftiiig ^a few 
curls, or determining the pofition of a patch,'^— onef perhaps, 
of theif* nnoft iimocent ways of idling. ; but let as flnall a portion 
of your time as poffibk, be taken up in dreffing; be always 
perfe£^ly clean and neat, both in your perfon and cloaths^ 
equally fo when alone, as in company ; look upon all beyond 
this, as immaterial in itfelf, any farther than as the different 
ranks of mankind have made fome diftindtion in habit, generally 
efteemed neceflary ; and remember^ that 4t is never ^be dre(% 
however fumptuous, which refte<^ dignity and honour on the 
perfon^ it is the rank and merit of the perfon that gives confab 
quence to the drels.— -But to return. 

.. It is your own fteadinefe and example of reguhri^^hat alone 
«an preferve uninterrupted-crrder in your fandly ; if^^ by forget- 
fulnefs or inattention, you at any timefuffcr your commands to 
be difobeyed with impunity, -your fervants will grow upon fuch 
ncgleft into,an habit^of.carclefihcf8, till repeated faults, of 
.which this.is prpperiy.the fource, roufe you into anger, which 
M even hand would never have made neceflary. Be not whimt* 
ileal or capricious .in your likings; approve with. judgmen«| 

< and 
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as^caniem widvffeafon ; thalraAiiig^ right map Wtteiftakilf 
ttacjueans of ahtmia^ jrour fi|VOHr». s. the cottnf]^ of incscrrns 
your difpfeafure* 

Ff on what hat been laid: yoa wHl ^, that ia ofd^ to tlic 
proper difehnrge of your domtftic duiiet^ it is aUbhitB^jr aecef'- 
iary £afr you to kawe a perfed knowledge of every btancb oi 
lifpuffhokl oeconom^ wkhout which you can neinher corveft 
friiat is wrong, approre what i^ right, or give diivAieiis. witk 
proprie^. It is die want of this knowle«^ that reduees uimf 
afine lady's fimily to a flate of the utnoft^oolurioa and didder 
oa the fttdd^ removid of a inonagNig ftpvant^ ttH the place io 
fappfed faf a foccdEir of e^ual ability : bow amcfa out of cha** 
rafier, how ridkutoiif miift the imftrtft of a family appoaa^ yukm 
is entirely incapable of giving pradical orders on fuch an occa« 
iion ! let that never be your cafe ; retnember, my dear, this is 
the only proper temporal bufinefs alSgned you by providence ; 
andrio a thing fo indiipcnfibly needful, fo eaTiIy attained, and 
where Co little ftudy or apfJication is neceflitry, t^ arrive at the 
moft ^commendable degree of it, the want even of perfe^on is 
almoft inexcu(able ; make yourfelf miftf?f& of the tiieory, diat 
you may be able, the more readily, to reduce it into praftice^- 
and when you have, a fimiily to command, let the care of that 
always Employ your principal attention, and every part of it be 
fubjeded to your own inipedion. If you rife early fa cuftom 
I hope you have not left off fince you was with me), wafte no 
unnrceflary time in dreffingt and condud. ycAir houie in a re- 
gular method, you will fiiid mai^ vacant honas unfilled up by 
this material bufinefei and no oi]]e6fcion can lay againft eroploy- 
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ing diofe in Aich improvemeiifs of die mind as are moft fuitable^ 
to your genius and inclination. I bdieve no man of under*' 
ftanding will think, that under fuch regulations, a woman will 
either make a left agreeable companion, a lefs ufefitl wife, a . 
leis carefiif mother, or a worfe mi&reb of a family, for all th& 
additional knowledge her induftry and application can acquire. 

The morning being always thus advantageoufly engaged, the 
latter part 6f the day may, as I before £ud, be given to relaxation 
and amufement ^ fome of thefe hours may be very agreeably,^ 
and not unufefuUy, eoif^yed by entertaining bocrfcs ;. a few of 
which, together with fome of a religious and in(lruSive kindy 
are annexed, as a fpecimen of the fort I would recommend to; 
your peruial K Novels and romances ^ever give yourfelf the 

* Tillotfon*! ^ Leonidatf 

fioadly's i Fope^s ^(Tay on Man, 

Sherlock's \ Sermoai ; Rapin's Hifiory of England, 

Clarke's L Hook's or Ecbard's Roman HiAory> 

Seed's J Uolverfal Hiftory^ 

Locke, Woollafiofl, Potter's ADtiquitics, 

Mafon on Self-Knowledge, Kcnnet's Aniiqultiesy 

Voung'^i' Night Thoughts^ The Speaators, 

Seneca's Morals, The Guardians^ 

Cicero's Works^ Thorn fon's Sea fons, 

Collier's Antoninus^ Pope's Tranflation of Hornet's Iliad andt 

Epiaetus, OdylTey, &'c. 

By thefe you may form a judgment of that fort of reading that wrill be both- 
uTcful and entertaining to you* In the fermons, the pra^ical ones of each author 
are meant. Our rule of faith (bould be taken from the fcripture alone, which we 
nittft underftand for ourfelves ; therefore the controverted opiaions of others ferve 
in. general rather to puzzle than improve the mind. 
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^rouUe of reading ; though many of them contain fome few 
good morals, they are not worth picking out of the rubbi(h 
intermixed; it is like fearcbing for a few ftnall diamonds 
amongft mountains of dirt and traih, which when found, are 
too inconfiderable to anfwer ^the 'pains of coming at them; 
ridiculous as thefe fiditious tales generally are, they are fo art- 
fully managed, as to excite an idle citriofity to fee the conclufion ; 
by which means the reader is drawn on, through a tirefome 
length of fo«li(h adventures, to the common cataftropbe of 
a wedding, or ibmetimes a funeral ; from which ufelefs know* 
Jedge neither pleafure or profit accrues : the beft I have met 
with of thefe kind of writings, to fay no worfe, it is little better 
<han the lofs of time to perufe ; but ibme of them have more 
pernicious confequences ; for by drawing charaflers that never 
exift in life, by reprefenting perfons and things in a falfe and 
extravagant light, and by a feries of improbable caufes bringing 
on impoilible events, they are apt to give a romantic turn to 
the mind, that is often produdlive of great errors in judgment, 
and fatal miftakes in condu£l 4 of this I have feen frequent 
inftances, and therefore advife you never to meddle with this 
tribe of fcribblers* 

Works of the needle, that employ the fancy, may, if they fuit 
your inclination, be fometimes a pretty amufement ; but let 
this employment never extend to large pieces, beyond what 
can be accomplifbed by yourfdf without affiftance. There is 
not a greater extravagance under the fpeeious name of good 
lioufetwifery, than the fumifhing of houfes in this mannej^ ; 
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Whbk apinwssntB kaine txaen fisen thus ornanwnted bjr cbe (np^ 
poki Wdiit of a kdy,.wlio, partnps, never flnikd tvro kaves m 
the artiilicial foreft, but Iru paiil four times cbs ralus^ to the 
feveial^peopie employed in.bringriiig it to ptxbS&on: 'the ex« 
{>enGe'0f^hefe<tedioii9 pieces of wosk I ^eak of oqasrimentaUy $ 
having iMiiy years paft JunieTtakea evie of theoi^ vHhtGb^'urfafiii 
£tiifliiiid, *was not yioith fifteen pouaib; asd, Imt a coinpii« 
Utkm finee nwde^ did not coft lefs than fifiy, in thelhice.and 
maintfioaifee of tlie|ieople employed in it; this indeed vvas at 
theage*of fevvntven^ the thoughtkfs iaexperieoce of youtb 
4n>ald done exoufe fiich a piece of loUy. Embroideries in gold^ 
AWer^ or^ftades of ftlk, come within a nacrower cos^pafe : wofk 
of tiait kiod^wWdi ony:^ without. calling in cscpenflve affift^ce^ 
W tiring the £uicf, be ifinifflied ia a fiinimer> will be a weU 
lefaofeniiiange of amufeoitftity and may (as there are three of 
yoi() :1k.' maieixmchnioie agreeable by one ^alternately reading 
olood, while the ^thcr Uvoare tbuseoiployed. Ail Jciads of 
Aiidixt is called pkiio nBoik '(though no veiy polite accon^plifli* 
inene) you sauft be fo well vecfed in, as to ibe able- to cut ou^ 
malice, jormeiid^ .your own linen. : ibme^fatbers and fooiebuf- 
bands choofe to have their daughters and thetr- wives duis at^ 
tired^in^the labourxif'tkctr .own^hairids^ «nd, <froair a laiftaken 
n^tioii, believe tim to bcJtks great- criterion df fn^gal osconomy i 
wbcre that-Jhappens to- be (he iiKitnaiioQ> or Of^kMon of eitbery 
it ought always to be veadily ctimpliedwitbi 'bat exclufire.of 
fech» a; motive, I tee no other ihat makes the pra^eal part at 
aHiateefiajfy'toany fedy.; execgd^g, indeed, ikdi a oarrowatis 
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offoftunc as admits not conveniently the teeping of an Abigail, 
to whom futh exercHcs of the needle much more properly 
appertain. 

The theatre, which, By the indefatigable -labour of the inimi«^ 
table Mr. Garridc, is now brought to very great perfedton^ 
will afford you, when in town, an equally rational and improving 
entertainment: at his houfe your judgment is not called ia 
qttftion, or your underflanding affronted, by the impertinent 
Teprefentatioh of ridiculous pantomimes ; nor your moMty 
offended 4>y the indecent ribaldry of thole authors, who, to their 
dcfeSt in wit, liave added the want 6f good fenfe and good 
manners : faults of this kind (that from a blameab}^ compliance 
with a corrupted tafte» have fometimes crept inio the works of 
%etter writers) are, by his prudent dhreftion, generally rcftrfied, 
or omitted on the ftage; you may there fee the beft plays 
performed in the beft manner : da not, however, go to any riiat 
you have not before heard the chara£ter ©f ; be prefent only at 
thdfe which are approved hy perfdns of underftanding and^ 
virtue, as calctdated to anfwer the proper ends of the theatre^ 
viz. that pf conveying inftnti^on in the moft pleafing mcr 
thod,*-Attend to the fenthnent, apply the moral, and then you 
cannot, I think, pafs an evening in a more nfeful, or a more 
entertaining diveffion. « 

'Dancing' may alfo take its tarn as an healthful exercife, and 
genendlyfaitableto the taifte and gaiety ^f yotmg minds. 

Part of thofe hours appropriated to relaxation, muftof necef«« 
'€ty be iefs agreeably- taken up tn the paying and receiving vifits 
v( txicre ceremony and ctviKtyi a^tribnte^ *^by c«ftom aiithorifed^ 
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by good manners enjoined : in thefe, when the conver&tion is 
only infignificant, join in it with an apparent fatisfa^on; talk 
of the elegance of a birth-day fuit, the pattern of a lace, the 
judicious affortment of Jewels, the cut of a ruffle, or the fet of a ^ 
ileeve, with an unafFe<5fced eafe ; not according to the rank they 
Hold in your eftimation, but proportioned to the confequence 
they may be of in the opinion of thofe you are converfing with: 
the great art of pleafing is to appear pleaTed with others ; fofrr 
not an ill-bred abfenqe of thought, or a contemptuous fneef^ 
£ver to betray a confciousfupej^iority of underftanding, always 
productive of ill-nature and diflike ; fuit yourfelf to the capa- 
city and tafte of your company, when that tafte is confined to 
harmlefs trifles^ /but where it is fo far depraved, as to delight 
in prueL farcafnas on the abfent, to be pleafed with difcovering 
the bkmiOies in a good chara&er, or repeating the greater 
faults of a bad one, here religion and humanity forbid the lead: 
degree of aiTent : if you have not any knowledge of the perfons 
thus unhappily facrificed to envy or malice, and confequently 
are ignorant as to. tire truth or falfhood of fuch afperfions, always 
fufpe£l them to be ill grounded, or, at leaft, greatly exagge- 
rated : ihew your difapprohation by a filent gravity, and by 
taking the firft opportunity to change the fubjed) ; but where 
any acquaintance with the charader in queition, gives room for 
defending it, let tioc an ill-timed -complaifance prevail over 
juftice} vindicate injured innocence with all the freedom and 
warmth of an unredrained benevolence ; and, where the feults 
^fthe guilty will admit of palliation, urge all that truth can 
;aUow in mitigation of errofi from this > method, befides the 
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pleafure arifing from the confcioufncfs of a ftri£l conformity to , 
the great rule of dofng. as you would be done by, you will alfo 
reap to yourfelf the benefit of being lefs frcquentlypeftered with . 
themes ever painful to a humane diipofition. If unfortunately 
you have fome acquaintance, whofe malevolence of heart, no ^ 
fentiment of virtue, no check of good manners, can reftraia 
from thefe malicious (allies of ill-nature, to them let your vifits . 
be made as feldom, and as (hort, as decency will permit^ there 
being neither benefit or fatisfadtion to be found in fuch com* . 
panyi amongft whom only cardsmay be introduced with any 
advaJitage ^ on this account it will be proper for you to know 
how ta play at tbofe games, mod ia ufe> becaufe it is an argu- 
ment of great' folly to engage in any thing without doing it well ^ 
but this is a diverfion that I hope you will have no fondnefs 
for, as it is^in itfelf, to fay no worfe,. a very infignificant one. 

With per(bns for whom you can have noefteem, good-breed- 
ii^ may oblige you to keep up an intercourfe of ceremonious 
vifits, but politenefs enjoins not the length or frequency of them ;. 
here inclination ii^ay be followed without a breach of civilitj; 
there is no tax upon intimacy, but from choice,, and that choice 
Ihould ever be founded on merit, the certainty whereof you can- 
not be too careful in prcvioufly examining ; great caution is ne- . 
cefiary not to be deceived by fpecious appearances ; a plaufible 
behaviour, often, upon a fuperficial knowledge, creates a pre- 
pofieifion in favour of perfons, who^ upon a nearer view, may 
be found to have no claim to efteem ; the forming a precipitant 
judgment fometimes leads into an unwary intimacy, which it 
may ptrove abfolutely neceflary to break off, and yet that breach 
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he attended #itlt inAumemU^ incotivMi^iflcte^y Mf» ptfrtM^ 
ividi very nflaci^rid end lafting iH canfequenees^: prudcrtcifi^ 
therefore, here enjoins Che greatdt eireumrpeftkm, ttw peopte 
are capable of frtendfliip> and ftiB fewer have ali the qmiiiicatioifi 
otic would choofe in a friend; the fandamentd point is a vif* 
tubus dirpofition ; but to that flxodd be addec^ a good luider^ 
Handing, foh'd judg;mient^ fwtttnch of temper, fteadinefs ^ 
mind, freedom of behavionry and ftnterity tf heart ; feKbm s^ 
thefe are to be found united, never make a bolbnl friend of a 
perfon gv&Lilf deficient in eh!her. Be flow in coittraftfaig 
friendlhip, and invariably conflant in maTntaimng it : exped Mt 
many friends but think yourf^f happy,^ if, through Sfe, yM 
meet with one or two wfab defbrve Aat itakne^ and have M die 
requifites for (he valuable relatioii. TMs may juftly be deemeit 
the higheft bleffing of mortality ; uninterrupted heaMi faa» thfr 
general voice ; but, in my opinion, fuch a friend as much de« 
ferves the prtference, as the mental plestftires, both in nature and 
degree, exceed the corpof esd : the wealriiefres, the pains tf tke 
body, may be Tnexpreflibly afteviated by tbeconver&tiondfa 
perfon, by aflfedion endeared, by reafon approved; wfaofb ten^ 
dcr fymi^ithy partakes your afftidrons, and ftares your enjey^ 
m'ents ; Wfad h fteady in the corredi oh, but mild in theteprodf 
of your faults ; ttke 1 guaj^dran angd, ever watehfnl to wsrn 
you of unfofefeen danger, and, by timely admomcrons, prevent 
the niiflakes ihcideift to ftdrttan fn^, and Ifeff-partlality. TM$ 
is the ti*'ue 6<llce of friendthtp ; Whh fuch a frrend, no ibt« of 
life can be abfolutely unhappy ; but deflitute of feme futh cM« 
nedion, Heaveii h^s fo (omtd our fl^tows Ibrthis dddmate kf^ 

ciety. 



/ • 



' OR, PARENTAL PRESENT. 137 

ciety, that, amidft the affluence of fortune, and the flow of un- 
interrupted health, there will be an aching avoid in tbefolitary 
breaft, that can never know a plenitude of happinefs. Should 
the fupreme difpofer of all events beftow on you this fuperlative 
gift, to fuch a friend let your heart be ever unrcfervedly open ; 
conceal no fecret thought, difgulfe no latent weaknefs, but bare 
your bofom to the faithful probe of honeft friendfhip, atid Ihrink 
not, if it fmart beneath the touch ; nor with tenacious pride dif- 
nke the perfon that freely dares condemn fome favourite foible ; 
but, ever open to convidtion, hear with attention, and receive 
with gratitude, the kind reproof that flows froin tendernefs : 
when fenfible of a fault, be ingenuous in the confefiion, fincere 
and fteady in the correction of it. 

Happy is her lot, who in an hu(band finds this invaluable 
friehd ! yet fo great is the hazard, fo difproportioned the chances, 
that I could almoft wifh the dangerous die was never to be 
thrown for any of you ! but as moft probably it may, let me 
conjure ye all, my dear girls, if ev6r any of you take this moft 
itnportant ftep in life, to proceed with the utmoft care, and de- 
liberate circumfpeftion. Fortune and femily it is the fole pro- 
vince 'of your papa to direft in, who certainly has always an un- 
doubted right to a negative voice, though not to a compulflve 
one; as a child is very juftifiable in the refufal of heir hand, even 
to the abfolute command of a father, where her heart cannot go 
with it; fo is (he extremely culpable, by giving it contrary to 
his af^robation.— -Here I muft takefliame to myfelf ! and for 
^his unpardonable fault, do juftly acknowledge, the fubfequent 
ill coniequences of a moft unhappy marriage were the proper 
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pu!it(h:nent : this and every other error in my own conduSk, 
I do, and fiiall, with the utnioft candour^ lay open to you» 
fincerely prayings that you may reap the benefit of my ex— 
perience, and avoid thofe rocks, I have, either by carelefrnefs, 
or fometimes, alas ! by too much caution, iplit againft^ But 
to return.— » 

The chief point to be regarded in the cbmce of a companion 
for lifl', is a real virtuous principle^ an unaiFe£led gopdnefs of 
heart ; without this you will be continually ibocked by inde* 
cency,' and pained by impietya Sa numerous have been the 
unhappy viiSlims to the ridiculous opinion, that a reformed 
libertine makes the befthu(band,.that^ did not experience daily 
evince the contrary, one would believe it impoffible for a girl,, 
who has a tolerable degree of common underftanding, to be 
made, the dupe of fo erroneous a pofition, that has not the leaft 
fhadow of reafon for its foundation, and which a fmall ihare of 
obfervation will prove to be fylk in fk^. A man who has 
been long converiant with the worft fort of women, is very apt 
to contra^ a bad opinion of, and a conten^pt for the fex in 
general ; incapable of efteeming any, be is fufpicious of all i 
jealous Without caufe, angry without provocation, and his own 
difturbed imagination is a continual fource of ill humour ; ta 
diis is frequently joined a bad habit of body, the natural con<^ 
fequence of an irregular life ; which gives an additional four- 
nefs to the temper. What rational profped of happineis can 
there be with fuch a companion i And that this is the general 
charader of thofe who are called reformed rakes, obfervation 
will certify : but admit there may be ibme exceptions^ it is a 
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liazard that no conflderate woman would venturf 4ie peace of 
her whole future life upon. iPhe vanity of thiife girls, whQ 
believe themfelves capable of working miracles of this kind, and 
give up their perfons to a man of libertine principles, upon the 
wild expe£bition of reclaiming him, juftly deferve the difap-^- 
pointment they will generally meet with ; for, believe me, ^ 
wife is, of all others, the leaft 4ikely to fucceed in fuch an 
attempt.-— Be it your care to find that virtue in a lover, which 
you muft never hope to form in an hujfband. Good fenfe and 
good nature are almoft equally requifite; if the former is 
wanting, it wiH be next to impoffible for you to efteem the 
peribn, of whofe behaviour you may bive caufe to be iflMuned i 
(and mutual efteem is as necefiary to happiAels in the married 
Hate, as mutual affection) ; without the latter, every day will 
bting with it ibme frefh caufe of vexatim ; till repeated quarrels 
produce a coldnefs, that will iettle into an irrecoacileable aver« 
iion ; and you not only become each other^s Corment, but die 
dbjtSt of contempt to your fiunily and acquaintance. 

This quality of good nature, is, of all odiers, ^e moft tliffi^ 
cult to be afcertained ; which proceeds from the general miftake 
of blending it with good humour, as in themfdves the iame, 
though, in f»%, no two principles •of H^Hon are more eflenttally 
different ; ^his may require Come explaRatioA.*— *By good natureg 
then, I mean, diat true benevolence, which partakes the felicity 
of all mankind, that promotes the (atis&dron of every individual 
within the reach of its ability, chat. relieves tbe4iftrefled, com-* 
Ibrts Ac affiided, diffiafes bleiBngs, and commiiaicates happi^ 
•e(S) as &r a$ its %bere of aSion can extend i and, in th6 
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private fcenes of life^ vrill fhine conipicuous in the dutiful (otiy 
the affectionate hufband^ the indulgent father, the faithful friend, 
and the compaflionate mafler, both to man and beaft ; whilft 
good humour is nothing more than a chearful, pleafing deport^* 

4 

menty arifing either from a natural gaiety of mind, or an 
affeCtadon of popularity, joined to an afiabilityx^f behaviour, 
the refult of gopd breeding, and a ready compliance with the 
tafte of every company. This kind of mere good humour, is, 
by far, the moft ftriking quality ; it is frequently miftaken for, 
and complimented wkh, the fuperior name of real good nature ; 
a man, by this fpecious appearance, has often acquired that appel- 
lation, who, in all the adions of his private life, has been ^ 
morofe, cruel, irevengeful, fuUen, haughty tyrant.-^Let them 
put on the cap, whofe temples fit the {;alling wreath !*-^n the 
contrary, a man of a true benevolent diipofition, and formed to 
promote the t^appinefs of all around bim, may fometimes, per^ 
haps, from an ill habit of body, an accidental vexation, or a 
commendable opennefs of heart, above the mcannefs of difguife, 
be guilty of little fallies pf peevifhnefs, or ill humour, that may 
carry the appearance pf, and be uhjtiflly thoi^ht to proceed 
from ill nature, by perfons w|;io are unacquainted with his true 
character, and take them fpr fynonymoas terms ; tjiough, in. 
reality, they bear not the lei^ft analogy to each other. In order 
40 the forming a right judgment, it is abfokrtdy neccffary to 
pbferve this diftiniftion, which will ^ffc&iasily fecure you from 
the dangarous error of taking the (badow for the fubftance ; ^a 
irretrievable miftake, pregnant with innumerable confequent 
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From what has been laid, it plainly appears, that the criterion 
H(>f this amiable virtue, is not to be taken from, the general 
j^imon^ m^fve good hunsour being, to all intents and purpofes^ 
fufficient, in this particular, to eftabliih the. public voice in 
rfavour of a man, utterly devoid of every humane and benevolent 
jaffe£lion of heart. It is only from the lefs coxifpicuoos fcenes 
\t>f life, the more retired fphere of a£tion, the ar clefs tenor of 
.^omeftic conduct, that the real chara<5ier can, with any cer- 
tainty, be dravi^n ; thefe undifguifed proclaim the man j but as 
'they ihun the glare of light, nor court the noife of popular 
applaufe, obfcure, they pafs unnotecl, and are feldom known 
.till after an intimate acquaintance ; the bed method, therefore, 
< Co avpid deception in this cafe, is to lay no ftrefs on outward 
appearances, too often fallacious,. but to take the rule of judging 
Irom the ftmple, unpolilhedfent^ments of thofe, whofe dependent 
connexions give them an umieniable certainty ; who not only 
fee, bat hourly feel, the good or bad eiFe£ts of that difpofition 
they are fubjeded to ; by this I mean, that if a man is equally 
refpe&ed, efteemed, and beloved by bis tenants, his dependants 
and domeflks, froih the fubft^niial farmer to the -laborions 
peaf^t, 'from the profcid l|eward^0:the fid^tpviSv^. wretch, who, 
^^diankful for employment huniibly obeys the .menial tribe ; you 
may juftLy conclude, he has that true good nature, that real 
'Jbenevoience, which .delights in communicating felicity, and 
r-enjoys the iattsfa£{ion ix difiitfes ; Ip^ut if by thefe he is defpifed 
and hated, fervdl oaerely from a f^rinciple of ;jear, devpid of 
affiidiqn, which is veryeafilydifooverable} whatever maybe 
his pob^c chaxafier, howerer Snvxmnhlc the general opinion> 
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be afRired, his diTpofhion is fuch, ^s can never be produftiTe of 
•dotneftic happinefs. I have been the more particular on diis 
head, as it is one of the moft eflential tjuaiifications (o be re* 
garded, and of alhothers die moft liable to be Qiiftaken. 

Never be prevailed with, my dear, to give your hand to at 
perfon defe6Hve in thefe material points ; fecure of virtue, good 
nature,^ and underftanding, in an hu(band, you may be fecure of 
happinefs ; vf^ithout the two former it is unattainable $ without 
the latter, m a tolerable degree, it muft be very imperfe^ 

Remember, infallibility is not the property of man, or you 
may entail dkappointment on yourfelf, by expeAing what b 
never to be found ; the bed of men are fometimes inconfiftent 
with diemfelves ; they are liable to be hurried, by fuddeo ftarts 
of paffion, into expreffions^nd a£liotis, which their cooler reafon 
will condemn ; they may have fome oddities of behaviour, fome 
peculiarities of temper, be fubje£l to accidental ill humour, or 
whimfical complaints; Uemiibes of this kind often llhade the 
brighteft charader, but are never ^kftni£tive of mutual felicity, 
unlefs made fo by an improper refentment, or an ilUjudged 
oppofition. Reafon can never be heard by paffion ; the offer 
of it tends only to enilame the more ; when cooled, in his ufual 
temper, if wrong, the man of underftanding will fiiggeft to 
himfelf all that can be urged againft him .; the man •f good 
nature will, unupbraided, own an error : contradiction at the 
time is, therefore, whotly tmferviceable, and highly tmpntdent; 
an after repetition, equaiUy unnecellary and tnjucKcious. Any 
peculiarities in the temper cr behaviour ought to be property 
^eprefented in the tendcctft and moft friendly manner ; and, if 
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ion9 dticreetly^ will be geaeral weQ taken.; but if they are la 
habixual, as not eafily to be altered^ ftrtke not too often upon the 
unharmonious ftring, leather let them pais as unobferved ; fuck 
a chearful compliance will bettercement your union; and they 
may be made eafy to yourfelf^ by refle£ijng on the fuperlor good' 
qualities, by which* thefe trifling &ults are fo greatly overba- 
lanced. You. nuift remember, my dear,, thefe rules are laid 
(k>wn only on the fuppofition. of your bemg united to a perfon,. 
who poilefles the three eilential qu\lihcadoiis for bappinefs be- 
fbse. mentioned ; in this cafe, no farther dire£Uon is neceiTary, 
but that you« ftrit^y perform the; du.y of a wife, viz. to love^ 
honour, and obey ; the two firft are a tribute fo indifpenfibly* 
due torment, that it mult naturallybe paidby. ind nation ; th^fe 
lead ta the laft,. which will not only be an eafy, but a pleafin^ 
tafk, (ince nothing ever am by him. be enjoined,, that is in itfelf 
improper V and few things will, that, with, any reafon, can -be to» 
you difiigreeable. Here ibould this fubje^l end, were it not 
m^re than p(^})Ie for you, after all thiat ba$ been urged, to be: 
led by fome inferior motiy>e,. to the neg]ed of the primary cau«> 
tion ;. and' either fromiaaopinion too haftily entertained^ an un*» 
accountable partiality,, or the powerful. prevalciice of perfuaGon^ 
be unfortunately induced t6 give your hand, where a bad hearty 
and amorofe temper, concealed by a welt:pra(Slifeddii&muIation^ 
may render: every flattering hope of happinefs abonti vec. Heaven^ 
in mercyguai:d]iK>u>from this fatal. error.! Such. a companion i& 
the worft <^ all temporal ilk ;, a deadly portion, that, imbitters 
every focial icene of life, damps every rifing joyj^.and bani(he& 
that cbearAd. temper, which alone can give a truefeliih to the 
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hici&ng of mbrtality. Moft fincerely do I pray this ma]f never b^ 
your lot ! and hope your prudent circumTpe^Uon will be fufficienC. 
to guard you friiin ttie danger : but the bare poffibility of fuch an. 
event, makes it not unnecefTary to lay down a few rules, for the 
maintaining fome degree of eafe, under the deprivation of hap'*, 
pinefs. This is by far the mod: difficult part of my prefent un-r 
dertaking ; it is hard to advife here, auid fiill harder to pr^&iSc 
tbe advice: the fubjefb alfo is too extenfive to be minutely 
treated within the compafe of a letter, which muft confine me. 
to the moft material points only ; in tfaefe, ihall give yoa the beft 
dire£tions in my power, ardently wifliing you may never luwe 
occafion to make ufe of them. 

The being united to a man of irreligious principles, makes it 
impoffible to difcharge a great pan of the proper duty of a wife | 
to name but one inftance $ that of obedience wiU be rendered 
impra£bicable, by frtquent inJAindions inconiiftent with, and 
contrary to the higher obligations of morality* This is not 
mere fuppofition, but /poke from fafts I have often fren^ and 
can atceft. Where this happens, tiie reafons for non^om* 
pliance ought to be offered in a plain, firong, good-natured man« 
ner ; there is 'at leaft tbe chance of fuccefs from ^eing heard % 
but fhouid tbofe reafons be rtje&^^i^ er the hearing of ^bem be 
refufed, and (ilenee on the fubje£^ enjoined (which is moft pro* 
bable, a few people caring to hear what they know to be right, 
when determined not to appear convinced by it}*s in diis obey, 
nor farther urge the argument, tiut keep fteady to your prin^ 
ciples, and neither by perfuafion or threats be prevanled witb to 
^ contrary to tbem i aU commands repugnant to tbe hwsof 
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^hriftianltyv it is your indifpenfible duty to difobey ; all requefts 
that are inconiiftent with prudence, incompatible with that rank 
and chara(3er you ought to maintain in life, it is your intereft to 
refufe ; a compliance with the former would be criminal, aeon- 
fent to the latter highly indifcreet, and fubj eft you to general 
cenfdre $ for a man capable of requiring from his wife what he 
knows to be in itfelf wrong, is equally capable of throwing the 
whole blame of fuch mifconduft on her^ and afterwards upbraid- 
ing her for a behaviour he will, upon the fame principle, difown 
his having been acceflary to. Many fimilar inftances have 
cooae within the compafsof my own obfervation. In things of 
a lefs material nature, that are neither criminal in themfelves, 
nor pernicious in their confequences, always acquiefce, if infiftcd 
on, however difagreeable they may be to your own temper and 
Inclination ^ fuch a compliance will evidently prove that your re« 
fufal in the other cafe proceeds not from a'fpirit of contradiftion, 
but merely from a juft regard to that fuperior duty, which can 
never be infringed with impunity : paffion may refent, but rea- 
ibn muft approve this conduft; and therefore, it is the mod: • 
likely method, in time, to make a favourable imprelGon; but 
£dling there, you will at leafl enjoy that fatisfaftory felf-appro« 
bation, which is the infeparable attendant of a truly religious 
and rationed deportment. 

Should the painful taflc of dealing with a morofe tyrannical 
temper be affigned you, there is little more to be recommended 
than a patient fubmiffion to an evil, which admits not of a re« 
■oedy. Ill nature is encreafed, obftinacy confirhied by oppofition ; 
&e lefs fuch a temper is contradifted, the more fupportable will 

T it 



t^ THE LADIES LISRARVi 

it be to thofe who are ui»der its baneful infiuence* When all 
endeavours to pleafe are ineffefluaH and a man feemsdeter*- 
mined to find -fiiult with every things as if his chief pleafure 
confifted in tormenting Ibok about him, it requires a more tbaa 
common degree of patience and refolution> to forbear uttering 
thole reproaches, which fuch a behaviour may be juftty allowed tO' 
deferve ; yet it is abfolutely neceflary to the maintaining any to« 
lerable degree of eafeV not only to reftnun all expreffions of rtf^ 
, fentment, but even thofe difdainful looks^ which are apt to ac« 
company a contemptuous filence, both equally tending to eti^ 
creafe the malady. This diabolical delight in giving pain, is 
moft unwearied in the iearch of matter for its gratificatioo, and 
can either find, or unaccountably form it, inalmoft all the oc<« 
currences of life ; but when fufFered, unobilru£ted, unregarded, to 
run its malicious courfe, will quickly vent its blunted arrows, 
^nd die of difappointment ; whilft all endeavours to appeafe, all 
complaints of unkindneis, fharpen againft yourfelf the weapon's 
edge ; and by proving your ienfibility of the wt>und, gives the 
wiihed fatisfaflion to him w,bo infltAs it. Prudence hfre 
dire£ls more than ordinary circutnfpedtton ; that every part of 
your behaviour may be as blameless as pol&ble, even to the ab« 
Gaining from the leaft appearance of evil ; and. after havjng, to 
the utmoft of your power, ftrove to merit approbation, expedl 
not to meet with it; by this means you wiU eicape^the morti- 
fication of being difappointed, which, often repeated, isapt to 
give a gloomy fourneis to the tecoper, incompatible with. any. de» 
gree of contentment: you muft alfo learn to be fiitisfied witk 
the coafciouihefs of acting right, according; to your 'beft abi« 
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IkleSy and look with an unconcerned indifference onthe recep« 
tioii every fuccefslefs attempt to pfeafe may meet with* 

TMs, it muft be: owned, is a- hard lefibn of philolbpby) i^ 
requires no 2ief» than an abfolute command' over th^ paffionss 
1>ut let it be remembered) thatiiich a command, will itfelf moft 
smply recompeafe 'every difficulty, every pain the obtaining it 
may coft \ befides, it is^ . I believe^ the only way to pre&rve an/ 
tranquility of mind under fo diiagreeable a conne&ion. 

As' th^ want of und^rftanding. is by no art to be conceded, by 
so addrefs to be difguifed| it might be fuppofed impoffible for a^ 
woman of fenfe ta unite herfelf to a perfon, whofe defed in this 
Lind, muft render that fort of rational ibciety, which conftitutes 
Ac chief bappinbfs'offuch an linioh, impofiible. Yet here how 
often has llie weakrieis' of feniale judgment been confptcuous! 
The advantages ofgreat fuperiority in rank or fortune, have fre- 
quentty proved (6 ifrefiftiUe a temptation, as in opinion, to out« 
weigh not only th^ fdly, but even the vices of its pofleilbr; 
a grand miftake ! ever tacitly acknowledged by a fubfequent 
repentance, when -the expe£led pleafures of affluence, equipage, 
and all the glittcrmg pomp of ufelefs pageantry, are experimen*- 
ta&y found infufficient to balance the deprivation of that con- 
flant (atis&<5tion, refulting from the focial joy of converfing with 
ai:eafonable friend. Weak as this motive muft be acknowledge 
cd, it is yet more excufable than one, which, it may be feared, 
has fomedmes prevailed; I mean, fo great a love of fway, as to* 
give the preference to a perfon of weak ihtellediuals, in hopes 
thereby of holding uncontrouled the reigns of government : the ' 
cxpc f ta t i og it ia fivft- iU^grounded % obflinaGy and pride being 
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generally the companions of folly, . the fiUieft people are ufuall/ 
the moft tenacious of their opinions ; and, coofequently, the 
Jhardeft of all others to be managed y — but admit the contrary ; 
this principle is in itfelf bad, tends to invert the order of nature^ 
and counteract the defign of providence. 

A woman can never be feen in a more ridiculoys light, than 
when ibe appears to govern her hufband ; if unfortunately, the 
fuperiority of underftanding is on her fide, the apparent con* 
fcioufnefs of that fuperiority betrays a weaknefs, that renders hctf 
contemptible in the fight of every confiderate perfon, and may,' 
very probably, fix in his mind a difiike never to be eradicated. 
Left it (hould ever be to you necefTary, remember, that, in this 
cafe, fome degree of difCmulation is commendable, fo far as to 
let the dcfeft feem unobferved. When he judges wrong, never 
flatly contradict, but lead him infenfibly into another opinion, 
in fo difcreet a manner, that it may feem entirely his own, and 
let the whole credit of every prudent determination reft on him, 
without indulging the foolifh vanity of claiming any merit to 
yourfelf ; thus a perfon of but an indifferent capacity, may be 
fo affifted as, in many inftances, to ihine with a borrowed luftre^ 
fcarce diftinguifhable from the native ; and by degrees be brought 
into a kind of mechanical method of adihg properly. In all the 
common occurrences of life : odd as this pofition may feem, it 
Is founded in fad, and I have feen the method fuccefsfully prac- 
tifed by more than one perfon $ where a weak mind, on the 
governing fide, has been fo prudently fet ofi^, as to appear the 
fole director ^ like the ftatue of the Delphic God, which was 
thought to give forth its own oracles, whilft the humUe prje^, 
'^ who 
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who lent his voice, was by the {hrinc concealed, nor fought 2^ 
higher glory than a (uppofed obedience to- the power he would 
be thought to ferve. 

From hence it may be inferred, that by a perfeft propriety 
of behaviour, eafe and contentment are, at leaft, attainable with' 
a companion, who hasnot the moft exalted underftandtng ; but 
then virtue and' good nature are prefuppofed, or there will be 
nothing to work upon ; a vicious, ill-natured fool, being fo 
untra<9able and tormenting an aflbciate, that there needs only 
to add' jealbufy to the compofition, to make the curfe complete. 

Thiis paflTon once differed* tO' get footing in the heart, is 
hardly ever to be extirpated'; it is a conftant fource of torment 
to the breaft* that gives it reception, and an ihexhauftable fund" 
of vexation to the objeft of it :* with a perfon of this unfortunate* 
difpofitibn, it is prudent to avoid the leaft' appearance of con- 
cealmentj a whifper in a mixed company, a meflage given in a- 
low voice to a ffitvant, has, by the power of a dlfturbed ima-- 
gination, been magnified into a material injury; whatever has" 
the air of fecrefy, raifes terror in a mind naturally diftruftful ;. 
a perfe6l: unreferved' opennefs. Both in converfation and be- 
haviour,, ffiarves the anxious expeftation of difcovery, and may- 
very probably lead into an habitual' confidence, the only anti- 
dote againft the polfbn of fiifpicion : it is eafier to prevent, than' 
to remove, a received'ill' impreffion ; and'confequently, much' 
wifer to be fometimes deficient in Httk points of civility, which, 
however indifferent in themfelires, may happen unaccountably 
to claQi with the eafe of ar perfon, whoft repofe it is both your 
duty and intereft to promote— much more commendible con- 
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tentedly to- incur the cenfure of a trifling difpofition, hj a cir* 
<umftantial, unaiked relation of iniignificant incidents, than ta 
give any room for apprehending the leaft degree of reierve* 
Such a canfbuit method of proceeding, together with a xeaibn- 
able compliance, is the mod likely to cure this painful turn of > 
mind; for, by witb-holding. every fupport that could give- 
firength to it, the want of matter to feed on, may, probably^i 
in time, caufe its extia£lion : if, unh^pily, it is fo confiicutionaly, 
fo interwoven with the foul, as to become, in a manner, in« 
feparaUy united with it,' nothing renuins but a patient fubmiffion» 
to the win of heaven, under the preflure of an unalterable evil** 
to guard carefully agaioft the natural confequence of repeated r 
undeferved fufpicions, viz. a growing indifference, that too* 
frequently terminates in averfion ; and, by confidering fuch a, 
iituatioa as a trial of- obedience and refignation, receive the. 
comfort that muft arife from properly exercifing one of thev^ 
moft exalted pf chrif^ian virtues.— I cannot difmifs this {uhjoSt- 
without adding a particular caution to yourfelf concerning it. 

Jealoufy is, on feveral accounts, ftill more inexcufable ina^ 
woman; there is not anything that fo niuch expofes her to> 
ridicule, or fo much fubjecb her to tlie infult of afFrontive ad« 
drefTes: it is an inlet to almoft every poffibie evil, the fatal > 
Iburce of innumerable indifcretions, the fure deftruAion of her 
own peace, and frequently proves the banc of her hufband'& 
afFedion. Give not a momentary harbour to its fhadow ia. 
your heart ; fly from it as from the face of a fiend, that would : 
lead your unwary fteps into a gulph of unalterable mifery^ r 
When once embarked ia the matrimonial, voyage, the fewer > 

faults; 
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Smlts foa di&over in your partner, the better ; never i*earcb 
gfter what it will give j^ou no pleafure to find ; never deflre ta 
bear what you will not like to be told } therefore avoid that 
tribe of ioipertinents, who, either from- a malicious love of dif«- 
<:ord, or the meaner, though lefs criminal, motive of ingratiating; 
^emfelves, by gratifying the blamelefs curioflty of others, fow 
jiflTention wherever they gain admittance, by telling unwelcome- 
truth^ or, . more fre^entiy, by insinuating invented falflioods^ 
injure innocent people, difturb domeftic union, and deftroy the 
peace of families. Treat thefe emiilaries of Satan with the 
contempt they deferve ; hear not what they ofFer to eommuni-^ 
oate,, but give them at once to underftand,, that you can/iever 
look on thofe as your friends, who fpeak in a difadvantageous^ 
manner of that peribn,. lyhom you would always choofe to fee'ia 
the -moft favourable light : if not eiFe£tual!y ftlenfed by fuchi 
rebuke8>.be inacceflibk to their vint9, and break off all ac- 
quaintance with fuch incorrigible pefis of fociety, who will ba 
ever upo;i the watch ta kizt an unguarded opportunity of diC» 
t^rinng your repofe. 

Should the companion of your life be guilty of fome fecret 
indtfcretions, run not the hazsard of being told by thefe malicious* 
meddlers,. what> in fa£):>,it is better for you never to know ; butj, 
if fofne unavoidable accident betrays an imprudent corre« 
^ndence, take it for a mark of efleem, that he endeavours to> 
conceal from you^ what be knows you muft, upon a principle. 
<tf reafon and religion, diiapprove; and do hot, by difcovering 
your .acquaintance with it, take off the reftraint which your 
£ippofcd ^orance lays him) under, and.diereby, perhaps, give a. 
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latitude to undirguifed irregularities. Be aiTured (vehatever^ 
accidental (allies the gaiety of iuconiidcrrate youth may lead him 
into)^ he can never be indifFerent to you, whilft he is careful ta 
preferve your peace, by concealing what he imagines might be 
an infringement of it : reft fatisfied, that time and reafon willy 
moft certainly, get the better of all faults, which proceed not 
from a bad heart s and, that by maintaining the firft place in 
his efteem, your happinefe will be built on too firm a foundatk>a 
to be eafily (haken. 

I have been thus particular on the choice of an hufband, and 
the material parts of condud in a married life, as thereon de** 
pends not only the temporal, but often the eternal felicity of 
thofe who enter into that ftate $ a conftant fcene of difagree<- 
ment, ill nature, and quarrels, necefiarily unfitting the mind for 
every religious and focial duty, by keeping it in a difpofition 
diametrically oppofite to that chriftian piety, that practical be-*^ 
nevolence and rational <:ompQfure} which alone can prepare it 
for everlafting happinefs^ 

Inftrudlions on this head, confi^ering your tender age, majf 
ieem premature, and Chould have been deferred till occafioa 
called for them, had our fituation allowed me frequent oppor* 
tunities of communicating my fentiments to you ; but that not 
being the cafe, I choofe, in this epiftle, at once, to offer you 
my befl: advice in evdry circumftance of great moment to your 
well being both here and hereafter 5 left,, at a more proper fea- 
fon, it may not happen to be in my power. This part you may 
defer the confideration of, till the deftgn of entering into a new 
(bene of life may make it ufeful to you i which J hope will not 
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be yet fome years; an unhappy marriage being generally the 
confequence of a too early engagement, before reallbn has gained 
Efficient ftrengdi to form a folid judgment, on which only a 
{>r9per choice can be determined.* Great is fhe hazard of a 
tniftake, and in^etrievable the effe£l& of it [ Many are the de- 
grees between happiness and mifery : abfolute mifery, I will 
venture to affirm, is to be avoided by a proper behairiour9 even 
under all die complicated ills of human life ; but to arrive at 
that proper J^efaavisur, requires the higheft degree of chriftian 
philofophy ; and who would voluntarily put theoifelves upon a - 
fiate of trial, fo fevere, that not onein a dioufand h^velieen 
found able to come off viflbrious ? Betwixt this and pofltive 
bappinefs, there are innumerable fteps of comparative evil ; 
each has its feparate conflid, varioufly difficult, differently 
painful, under all which a patient fubmiffion, and a confcious 
propriety of behaviour, is the onlv attainable good : far (hort 
of poffible temporal felicity, is the eafe arifing from bence! 
Reft not content with the prbfpefl of fuch eafe, bat fix on a 
more eligible point of view, by arming at true happinefs ; and, 
take my word, that can never be found in a married ftate, 
without the three efTential qualifications already mentioned, 
virtue, good nature, and good fenfe^ in an hufband : remember, 
dierefbre, my dear girl, this repeated caution ; if you ever refolve 
on marriage, never to give your hand to a man who wants 
either of them, whatever other advantages he may be poiTefled 
of $ fo (hall you not only efcape all thofe venations, which thou- 
fands of unthinking mortals hourly repent the having brought 
u^n themfelves i but m^ ^uredly, if it is not your own 
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fault, enjoy that uninterrupted 4pnie{lic harmony, in the aSec* 
tionate fociety of a virtuous companion, that conftitutes the 
faigheft fatisfa£tion of human life. Such an union, founded 
on reafon and religion, cemented by mutual efteem and ten- 
dernefs, is a kind of faint emblem (if the comparifon may be 
allowed) of the promifed reward of virtue in a future ftatej 
and, moft certainly, an excellent preparative for it, by, keeping 
the mind in a cbndant equanimity, a regular compofure, that 
naturally leads to the proper Jifcharge of all the religious zni 
focial duties of life ; the unerring road to everlafting peace. 
The firft have been already fpoken to y it remains only to men- 
tion fome few of the latter. 

Amongft thefe ceconomy may, perhaps, be thought impro* 
perly placed ; yet, as many of the duties we owe to fociety are 
often rendered impradicable by the want of it, there is not fo 
much impropriety in rankii3g it under this head, as may at firft 
be imagined : for inftance ; a man, vvho lives at an expence 
beyond what his income will fupport, lays himfelf under a 
neceffity of being unjuiV, by with*holding from his creditors 
what they have a right to demsmd from him, as their due, by 
all laws both human and divine} and thereby often entailsTuIn 
on an innocent family, who, but for the lofs fuftained by his 
extravagance, might have comfortably fubfifted on the profits 
of their induftry ; he likewife puts it out of his own pow^r to 
give that relief to the indigent, which, by the laws of humanity, 
they have a right to exped ; the goods of fortune being given 
(as a. great divine excellently obferves) for the ufe and fupport 
of others, as well as the perfon on whom they are beftowed. 

Thefe 
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. Thefc are furely great breaches of that duty we owe to our 
fdlow- creatures, and are the fubfequent cffeSs produced by 
the want of ceconomy^ * 

You wiH find it a very good method^ fo to regulate your 
ftated expences, as to bring them always one-fourth part within 
your certain annual income; by this means you will avoid 
being at any time diftrefled by unforefeen accidents, and have 
it more eaiily in your power materially to reh'eve thofa who 
deferve ai&ftance. The giving triflifig fums, indifcriminatdy, 
to fuch as appear neceffitous, Js fo far from being commendable^ 
chat itts a real injury to fociety ; an encouragement to idlenefs ; 
and helps to fill the ftreets with lazy beggars, that live upon 
miiapplied bounty, to the prejudice of the induftrious poor, who 
are ufeful members of the common-wealth ; and on whom fuch 
beneiadiohs might be ferviceably beftowed : be very fparing in 
this kind of donations ; they are an infignificant relief to the 
receivers, fuppofing them really in want, and, frequently re- 
peated, amount to a confiderable fam in the year's account. 
The proper objeAs of charity are, thofe who, by unavoidable 
^ mtsfbttunes, have fallen from affluent circumfiances into a (late 
of ^verty and diftrefs; thofe alfo, who, by unexpected difap« 
• fiointments in trade, are on the point of being reduced to aa 
\ impoffibility of carrying on that bufinefs, on which their pre-r 
fent fubfiftence, and future profpe£b in life depend, from the 
incapacity of raiiing an immediate fum to furmount the diffi* 
culty ; and thofe who, by their utmoft induftry, can hardly fup-f 
port their families above the miferies of want ; or, who, by age 
or illnefs, are rendered incapable of 4abour. Appropriate . % 
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certain part oi your income to the rdief of thcfe real diftieffies. 
To the firft, give ais lacgelj sis your ckvruoiftafioci wiU ^Ho^* 
To the fecoiid (after the example of an ^it^^lUat prelate of our 
09m church) lend, if it is in your pov9er» a (itfficient fum to 
prevent the threatene^l ruin, on condition of bek^ rep^i^ the 
loan, without intereft, if providence enables Ibem, by ftilure 
iuccefs, to do it with convenience. The £M»e method m^ be 
uTed where indigence renders induftry unavailaUe, by depriving 
it of the means to lay in a finall original ftock^ to be improved 
upon. Never take a note of hand, or any acknowledgment of 
fuch' loan, left what you intended for a benefit, fliould.he after* 
wards mado the inftnmient of ruin to the receiver^ by a Affi:r«Qt 
di(pofition in your &icceilbr. Such afiftance ought not ta he 
given to any, without a thorough knowledge of their charaAer, 
and having good reafon to believe them not only induftrious, 
but ftriSIy honeft ; which will be a fiifficient obligadtion on 
them for the repyment : and the fums fo repaid ougfat tol>e 
laid by,< till an opportunity agata offers of making them, in like 
manner, ferviceable to others. The htter/ort, who are able to 
work, may, by a imall addition to the profits of their own. iabour, 
be refcued from mifery, and put into a comfontable way of fubfift* 
cnce. Thofe who, by age or infifiiiity, are rendered utterly 
incapaMe of fupporting themfelves, have an- undiDubted rights 
not oply to the neceflaries, but even to fdma>of the c€»ve«< 
niences of life, from* aH whom providence Jias jjhced in the 
more happy ftate of afBuence and independance. 

As your fortune and fituation are yet undetermined, I havt 
purpoiely Idid down fiKh* rules as may be adapted to every 

fiation. 
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fiation* A lu^ fbitiHie gives grealer opportunky of 

godd) and cwnmiHiicjiliiig happiftefe in a more extenfive degree ', 

but a fciatt onr Is no •xcufe for witb*holdtng a proportionate 

relttf to fcal and deferving €^e<£b of- cotnpafion y to afift 

tiMm is zot indii^u&Vk dutj of ehriflktnity. The firft and 

great comsiaiidaient is to Ioyo God with aU your heart) the 

feQond,. to love your neighbour as yourfeltl /n^ fn^k bis 

trtiihtr m mfii and flmtHtb m^ hh bowek of cmpt^fim^ how 

dweUeth^ tke troo of God in him ^— Or kdw the love of hts 

neighbour t If deficient in tbeie primarjr dii^es> vain are the 

hopes of aceeptancoy biiHt en a pvtial obedience to the \ttkv 

branches of die law t Inability is oftea.pleaded as an excttfe for 

die Want of charity, by perfoas wbo make no fcruple of daily 

laviflmi^ on their pleaferes, what> better applied,, might have 

made an indigent hmWf happy dirongh life ^ thefe lojfe fight 

of real felicity,, by the mifiaken purfiiit of its fhadow: fiiclL 

pleafttres die in the enjoyment^ are often fiicceeded by reaaorfe^ 

and always by iadety $. whereas the true jpy, the fweet com-^ 

placency, reftiking from benevolent aftions^ encreafr bj reftec*- 

tlon, and muft be ioimortal as the ibuL. So exactly, fo Icrndiy,, 

is our duty made to coincide with, our prefenti as well as future- 

intercft, that incomparably mote fetisfeftion wiH accrue to a; 

confiderate mind, from denying itfelf even fome of the agreeables* 

of life, in ordei* the more elFcdually to reSeve the unfortunate,, 

than a full indulgence of every- temporal; gratification: could; 

beftow. 

However fmall your income may be,, remember that a part of* 
itis-dueto fnerit in diftrtfs^ fet. by^ an* annual' fiim fer this- 

purpofej 
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{Mupofey tvw tbougk k flioidd obH^e ymi to abate fome «dne'^ 
ce0ary expence Co raife the fund c by ibis method^ perfons of 
Header fortune have been enabled to do Biuch good, and give 
bappinefs to. many. If your fund will not admit of frequent 
draughts upon it,, be the more circumfpe£l with regard to the 
merit of thofe you relieve^ that bounties not in your power to 
repeat often, may not be mifapplied : but if providence^ by a 
more ample fortune^ (hould ble(s you with a larger ability cS 
being ferviceaUe to your fellow-creatures^ prove yourfelfwor« 
thy of the txuft repofed in you^ by making a proper ufe of it; 
Wide as ypur influence can extend, turn the cry of dtftrefs and 
danger into the fong of joy and fafety ; feed the hungry, cloath 
the naked, comfort the afflicted, give medicine to the fick^ and 
with it, all the alleviation their unfortunate circumftances can 
admit oi. Thus may you truly make a friend of the unrighteous 
Mammon, thus turn the perilhable goods of fortune into ever- 
lafting bleflings. — ^Upon earth you will partake that happinefi 
you impart to others, and lay up for yourfelf tr^afures in heaven^ 
wkfTi mither moth nor ruft can corrupt^ nor thieves break through 
anijleal. 

A perfon who has once experienced the advantages of right 
adion, will be led by the motive of prefent felf-interefl:, as well 
as future expeSation, to the continuance of it. There is no 
injundlion of chriftianity, that a fincere chriftian will not, by 
obedience, find is fo calculated, as to be dire£Uy, in fome mea« 
fure, its own reward. 

The forgivenefs of injuries (to which alone is -annexed the 
promife of pardon for our own offences, and required by the 

gofpel, 
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gol^l, not only fo ftr ay to forbear all kinds of retaliation, but alib 
to render you equally difj>ofed to fenre,. with your iitmoft powers 
thofc peribns who have wilfully rnjured you, as if no fuch injury 
had been received from them) has by fome- been^ accounted a 
hard precept ; yet the difficulty of it arifes merely from, and is 
proportionable toj the badhefs of the heart by which it is fo 
eileemed : a eood diipofition finds a fuperlative pleafure in re- 
turning good. for evil ; and, by an ioexpreffible fattsfaAion of 
mind, in fo doing feels the.prefent reward of obedience ; whereas 
a fpirit of revenge isincompatibie with happtnefs, an implacable 
temper being a conftant torment to its pofleiTor ; and the man 
who returns an injury, ferls more real mifer^ firom the rsnt^ 
cour of his^ own hearty than it is in his power to inflict upon> 
another. 

Should' a friend wound you in the moft tender part, by be*^ 
traying a confidence repofed, prudence forbids the ex^ofing*. 
yourfelf to a ffecond deception, by placing any future- tiruft in» 
fuch a perfonj but though* here all obligations of intimacy 
ceafe, thofe of benevolence and humanity remain fltll* in full 
force, and are equally binding as to. every, ad- of fervice and 
ai&i(ance, even to the fuiFering a lefTer evil yOurfelf, in order to 
procure a^much greater good, to the perfbn by whom you have 
been thus iil-ufed : this is in general allowed to be the doty of 
every individual to alH as a member of fociety ; but i» particu-** 
larly indanced in the prefent cafe, tp^ (hew, that not even a 
breach of friendOiip, the higheft of all provocations, will cancell 
the (|u^} at all times equally and unalterably obligatory^ of'pro^'^ 

moting 
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moting both the temfxxil, and eternal hafipinefi of all four 
fellQW'Crej^ureS| by every method in yottr power. 

It lias been by many thought impertinetit at any time to offer 
ilnafked advice ^ the reafon of which may be chiefly owing td 
its being too frequency tendered with a fupercilious air» tiM 
implies a conceited confcioufiiefs of fuperior wifiiom : it is 
the manner, therefore, more dian the thing itfelf, that gives 
difguft. 

If ^tboie, with whom you have any degree of iatttnacy, are 
guilty of what to you appears either wrong or indifcreet, fpeak 
your opinion to them with freedonii though you ihoold even 
lofe a friend by fo deing : filenoe mdces ydk, in fome mea&re^. 
an acceflary to the fault ; but having thus once difcharged your 
duty, reft there ; they are to judge for themfelves } to repeat 
fudi admonitions, is both ufelefs and itDperlin^at ; and will be 
thought to proceed rather from pride than good nature : to the 
perfons concerned only, are you to fpeak your difapprobation of 
their conda£l; when cenfured by others, fay all that truth or 
probability will permit in their jufiification* 

" It often happens, that, upon an accidental quarrel between 
friends, they feparately appeal to a jthird perfon : in fnch cafe, 
alternately take the oppofite fide ; dleging every »rgument in 
&vour of the abfent party, and placing the miftakes of tte conw 
plainer in the ftrongeft light : ibis method may, probably, at 
firft difpleafe, but is always right, as the moft likely to procure 
a reconciliation : if that takes place, each, equalfy obliged, will' 
thankfully approve your condudt i if not, you will have the 

latit^ 
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iati$&(9ao%oft:a( leafty endeavoujufig to be tbe reftorer of peace, - 
A. contrary behaviour, which generally proceeds from the mean^ 
deiire o(.pleafing by flattery, at the expence of truth^. often 
widens a trifling breach, into open and irreconcileable enmity. 
People ef this difpofuion are the worft ibrt of incendiaries ; the 
greateft plague of human fociety; beGmfe the moftdifficytto 
be .guarded againft, from their always wearing the fpecious di& ' 
guife of pretended approbation and friendfhip to the prefent^ 
and equally deceitful refentment againft Uie abfent perfon or 
company* 

To enumerate all die focial duties would lead me too &r ; 
fuffice it, therefore, my dear, in few words, to funi up whs^ re*» 
mains. Let truth ever dwell upon your tongue ; fcorn to flat** 
ter any, and defpife the perfon who would pra£kife fo bafe an 
art upon yourfelf. Be honeftly open in every part of your be* 
haviour and converfatiom All with whom you have any Inter- 
^eourfe, even down to the meaneft ftation, have a right to civility 
and good humour from you« A fuperiority of rank or fortune h 
no licence for a proud, fupercillous behaviour ; the difadvants^es 
of a dependent ftate are alone fuflicient to labour under ; it is 
both unjuft and cruel to encreafe thenv either.by an haughty 
deportment, or by the unwarrantable exercife of a capricious 
temper* 

Examine every part of your cpndu£l towards others by the 
unerring rule of fuppofing a change of places ; this will cer- 
tainly lead to an impartial judgment; do then what appears to 
you right, or, in other words, what you would they (hould do 
unto you s which comprehends every duty relative to fociety. 

X " ' ' Aim 
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Aim at perfedion, or jpoa will nerer reach to an attainable 
height of virtue. Be religious without h3rpocrifyy pious with* 
CNit enthi^fm. Endeavour to merit the favour of God, by a 
fincere and uniform obedience to whatever you know, or be« 
Iteve, to be his will : and fhould affliAive evils be permitted to 
cloud the fimfliine of your brighteft days, receive them with 
fubmiffion ; Ctisfied that a being, equally wifei omnifcient, and be* 
fieficeht, at once fees, and intends the good of his whole cre^ 
ation s and that every general or particular difpenfiition of his 
providence towards the rational, part of it, is fo calculated as to 
be produAive of ultimate happineft, which nothing but the mi£* 
behaviour of individuals can prevent to themfelves. This truth 
' is furdy an unanfweraUe argument for abfolute refignation to 
the wiH of God ; and fud^ a refignation, found upon reafon and 
choice, not enforced by neceSty, is unalterable peace of mind, 
fixed on too firm a bafis to be (baleen by adverfity : pain, po« 
verty, ingratitude, calumny, and even the loft of thofe we hold 
moft dear, may each tranfiently afied, but united cannot mor- 
tally wound it. Upon this principle you will find it poffible 
not ^only lo be content, but chearfiil, under all the diiagreeable 
circumftances this ftate of probation is ItMt to ; and by mak- 
' ing a proper ufe of theii^ efledually 'remove the garb of terror 
from the laft of all temporal evils ; and learn, with gratefiil plea- 
Aire, to meet approaiehing death as the kindremover of every 
painful ftnlatSMi, the friendly guide to perfeft and everlafting 
happiiieft* 

Believe me, dila is nc^ mere theory ; my own experience 
every moraeitt proves ifae b& undeniably true s my conduft (in 

all 
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ill (faofe relations^ wliich ftill with me (ubfift, \feu\y as human 
iflipededton will allow) is gov«nied by die rul^ bere laids 
<b wn for you $ wbich produces the ccOiftant ratiojial tooi* , 
pofure^ that conftituteai^ moft perfeft felicity of humto Ufe^ 
and mthjtim$kl<2n arer^ that I daily feel incomtandily more . 
Ted fctisfailion, more true contentmeoti in my prefent redre« 
ifeien^ than the gayeft feenes of feftive mirth ever afforded me i 
am pleafed with this life» without an anxious diought for the 
continuance of it^ and happy in the hope of hereafter ex- 
changing it for an infinitely better* My (bul» unftained by 
die crimes unjuftly imputed lo me^ moft iincerely forgives the^ 
malicious authors of diefe imputattons». anticipates the 6iture 
pleafure of an open acquittal, and in diat expefhttion lofes the 
pain of prefent undeferved cenfure : by this i^ meant, the iu'- 
ftance that was made the fuiqx>fed foundadon for die laft of 
innnmendile injuries received through him, from whom I am 
conicious qf having deferved the Undeft treatment: other 
&ults, no doubt, I might have many, to him had very fow ^ 
iay, for feveral* years cannot^ upon redeStion, accufe myfelf of 
any thing, but too abfolute, too unrelerved an obedience ta 
every injundion, even where they were , plainly contrary to the; 
didates of my own reafon,-— How wrong fuch a compliance 
was clearly evinced by many inftances of it ; having been iince 
moft ungeneroufly, and moft ungratefully urged as ^rcum-* 
ftantial arguments againft myfelf. 

It muft indeed be owned, that f6r the two or three laft years^ 
dred with a long feries of repeated infults, of a nature almoft 
heyond the power of imagination to conceive, my temper hcf, 

X % came 
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came foured ; . a conftant fniiders endeavour to oblige, vrai^ 

changed into an abfolute indifference about it ; and ill humour^ 

occafioned by frequent dilappointment (a cohfequence I have 

experimentally warned you againft), was, perhaps, fometime^' 

too much indulged j how fax the unequalled provocations may 

be allowed as an excufe for this, heaven only muft determine, 

whofe goodnefs has thought fit to releate me from the painful * 

fituation, though by a method, at prefent, not the moft eligible, 

as it is the caufe of a leparation from my children alfo, and' 

thereby has put it out of my power to attend, in the manner I 

could have wi(hed, to their education ; a duty that inclination 

would have led me with equal care and [pleafure, more amply 

to fulfil, had they continued under my jurifdidion»— -But as 

providence has thought fit dtherways to determine, contented I 

fubmit to every difpenfation, convinced that all things are 

ordered for the befl<, and will, in the end, work together for 

good to them that fear God, and fincerely endeavour to keep 

his commandments. If in thefe I err, I am certain it is owing 

to a miftake in the judgment, not a dcfeSt of the will. 

Thus have I endeavoured, my dear girl, in fome meafure, to 
compeniate both to you and your fifters, the deprivation of a 
conflant maternal care, by advifing you, according^ to my beft 
ability, in the moft material parts of your condu£t through life, 
as particularly as the compafs of a letter would^ allow. May 
thefe few inftrudions be as ferviceable to you, as my wifhes 
would make them ! and may that Almighty Being, to whom 
my daily prayers afcehd for your prefervation, grant you his' 
heavenly benediction; keep you from all moral evil, lead you 

into 
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Into the p:^s of righteoufnefs and peace, and give u$ all an 
happy meeting in thofe regions of unalterable felicity, prepared 
for thofe^ who^ by patient continuance in well-doing j feek after 
glory and immortality. 

Should any of you, when at liberty to follow your own in- 
dinatlons, choofe to write to me, a direftion to be left at' 
Mr. Clutterbuck% attorney at law, at the Bath, will always 
.£ifely convey a letter to my hand. 

So many have been the inftances of falfhood and deceit I 
have met with,^ where they were leaft expelled, th^t it may 
juftiiy a precaution againft my name being hereafter made ufe 
of, without my knowIe(%e ; efpecially as my promife of a future 
letter may lay a foundation for fuch an attempt. That future 
letter muft contain the relation of many events, which, for the 
fake of the perfons concerned in them, I could wifh (my heart 
heing really void of all angry refentment) there was no necef- 
lity of making public ; if, therefore, I can find a certain means 
of conveying the narrative to your brothers, fifters, and yourfelf 
only, when you are all arrived at a proper age to receive and 
underftand it, that method will be preferred ; if not, mud again 
have recourfe to this channel : fliould I, before that intended 
period, be removed from this ftate of exiftence ; fo neceflary 
does it appear to me to undeceive the minds of my children, 
and juftify to them, who are fo nearly concerned, my injured 
charader ; that the manufcript is depofited in the hands of a 
friend, on whom I can fafely depend for the publication, at the 
time prefixed ; and, who has alfo fome original letters, together 
with an order from me^ which will be latisfa^ory vouchers of its 
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beuif wrote bjr myfdSi this precaution mB efflefiuany fecHre 
you from the poflibilitjr of bang impoTed upoilt by any pretended 
pc^uooeus letter of mine ; and* whilft I Hve, fltall writt my 
name to Miatever ii by me addrefled to any of you. 

Depend upon it, tfaeiefare, my dear* molt certainly, diat Z 
am not the author of aay e^fll^ which bean not the maoiul 
iigoof 

Yourafiefiiooate Modier, 

8. PENNINGTON. 
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AULD ROBIN GRAY. 



A NEW SON 6. 
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vV HEN the fheep are in.the <auM and jAe ky at hornet 
And all the world to fleep are gane^ 
The waes af my heart fall in (Cowers from mj ee> 
When my gude man lies found by me« 

X < 

Yoang Jamie~(btight me lang to be bis bride| 

But (aving a crown he had naught befide) 

And to m^ke the qrown a pound my Jamie gad to fea^ 

And the crown and the pound were both for me* 

He had. na been; awa ^ week but twa^ 
When my mother fell fick^ and the cow flonna awa^ 
My Either broke his arm| and my Jamie's at the fea^ 
And AuM Robin Gray came a courting to me« 

My £itber could na work, nor my mother fpin, 
I toilM day and night but their bread cou*d na win, 
Auld Robin fed them baith, and with tears in his eCf 

&iM> Jw»yt f^^ ^^ &ke$j pray marry me* 

My 
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My heart it faid na, for I hop^d Jamie back. 
But the wind it blew high, the fhip was a wreck ; 
The (hip was a wreck, why did na Jamie dee i 
And why do I live Co (ay, wa's me i 

My father arguM (air, tfao* my mother did na fpeak. 
She lookM in my face till my heart was like to break i 
So they gid him my hand, tho' my heart was at fea^ 
And Auld Robin Gray is a gude man to me* 

I had na been a wife a week but four. 

When fitting right woeful at the door, 

I faw my Jainie*^ wereatlu for I could na think it h^ 

Till belaid. Via come back to marry thee. 



'■. ' 

Is > 



O ! (ai did we greeti and muckle did we (ay^ 
We took a kifs, and tore ourfelves away ; 
I wi(h I were dead, but Pm na like to dee, 
And why do I live to (ay, wae*s me ? 

I gang like a ghaift, and care na to Ipin, 
I dare na think on Jamie, for that would be a (mj 
But I will do my bed a gude wife for to be. 
For Auld Robin Gray is kind to me« 
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ADVICE OF A MOTHER 



' TO HEK 



DAUGHTER, 



s^« 



X He world has in lall ages been very negligent 
5n the education of daughters ; all their care is laid out entirely 
aipon the men ; and* as if the women were a diftin£l fpecies^ 
.they leave them to themfelves without any helps, without 
^thinking that they compofe one half of the world ; that the two 
fexes are neceflarily united together by jalliances ; that the 
-women make either the happinefs or mifery of the men, who 
idways feel the want of havkig them reafonable ; that they are 
a great means of the rife aad ri^in of families; that they are 
•entrufted with the education of the (phlldren in their ea^ly youth, 
41 feafon of life, in which they receive the livelieft and deepefl: 
ampreffions. What would they have them infpire into their 
children, when, from their very infancy, they are left themfelves 

Y in 
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in the bands of governantes, who^ as tbej are generally taken 
out of the low world) inipire them with low fentiments^ encou* 
rage all the timorous paffions, and form them^ to fuperftition 
inftead of religion ? It would be a fuhjeft worthier of their 
thoughts, to contrive how to make certain vices hereditary to 
their families, by conveying them dovm from the mother to 
the children, than how to fecure their eflates by entails. No- 
things therefore, is fo much miftaken as the education which 
they give to young women : they deilgn them to pleafe } they 
give them no inftrudions but for the ornament and graces of 
the body $ they flatter their felf-love ; they give them up to 
ciFeminacy, to the world, and to falfe opinions -, they give them 
no lefiures of virtue and fortitude : furely it is unreafonable, or 
rather, downright madnefs, to imagine that fuch ^ education 
fliould not turn to their prejudice* 

It may fte necefiary, my daughter, to obiSirve all the oiitvt^ard 
rules of decorum ; but this is not enough to gain you the efteent 
of the world; it is the fentiments of the mind that form the 
chara£^er of a perfon ; that lead the underftanding ; that govern 
the will ; that fecure the reality and duration of all our virtues ; 
but religion ffiould be the principle and foundation of theft 
fentiments* When religion is once engraven on our hear^ 
all the virtues will naturally flow from that fource ; all the du« 
ties of life will be regularly pra£tifed in their refpedive order. 
It is not enough for the condu£l of young perfons, to oblige 
them to do their duty ; they muft be brought to love it» Au« 
fhority is a tyrant only over the outward behaviour; it h^s no 
fway over the inward fentiments. When one prefcribes a 

cwdud^ 
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CondufSl^) we (hoald reprefent the reafons and the mptites of iv 
and give fhem a relifh for what we advife theoi. 

It is ib iQuch for our intereft to pra6life virtue^ that we fhould 
never confider it as our enemy, but rather, aa» the fource of hap« 
t>ineis, of glory> and of peace* 

You are juft coming into the world ; entcf ity my daughte*^ 
with ibme principles ; you cannot fortify yourfelf toa much 
againft what yoju will meet with there : bring along with you 
all your religion : nourifli it in your heart by your fentiments ( 
confirm it in yonr mind by proper reflections, and by reading 
adapted to encourage it. 

'Diere is nothing more neceflary, and, indeed, more happjr 
for us, dian to keep up a fentlment that madces us love and 
bope ; that gives us a profped of an i^reeable futurity ; that 
reconciles all times ; that infures all the duties of life ; that 
anfwers for us to ourfelves ; and is our guarantee with regard 
fo others. . What ^ a fupport will you find from religion under 
Ae mi$fortunes that threaten you ! for a certain number of 
misfortunes muft fall to your fiiare. It was a £iying of one of 
the ancients, ^ That he wrapt himfeif up in die mande of his 
virtue :^ Wrap yourfelf up in that of your religion ; it will be 
a great help to you againft die wea^coefi of youth, and a fure 
jrefuge in your riper years. 

Women that have cultivated all dieir underftanding with 

Siodiing but the maxims of the worid, are prefented at laft with 

' 'an univer&l blank, and find diemfdves in a terrible want of 

ti^ought and employment, the moft irkfome lituation in life. 

^ they advance jn age die world quits tbemi and reafon tells 
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them they fliould quit the world ; but where muft the/ go for 
relief? The time paft furnkhcs us with regrets, the prefeni' 
with inquietudes, and the time to come with fears. •Reiigion- 
alone calms all oar uoealiii«fs> and comforts n9 under aH misfor- 
tunes^ by uniting you to God^ it ireconciles you with the 
world, and yourfelf too.. 

A young perfon, when fee comes into the wotld, frames to* 
herfelf zn high notion of the happinefs referred for her. She 
fets herfelf to. obtain it ; it is the fource of alt -her cares.- Shqt 
is always on the hunt after her notion, and in hopes of findings 
a perfect happinefs : this is the occafioaof lightneis and incon«^ 
flancy. 

The pleafiircs oftfie world' are'deceWurj they promife moit? 
than they perform ; the queft of them is full of anxiety : theii? 
enj.oyment is fee from^ yielding any true.'iatisfa£tion, and. their 
lofs is attended with vexation* 

To fix your defires, think that no (olid or laffing* happineft 
is to be found any where but in^ your own breaft. Honours 
and riches have, no charms, that are laftirig for ^any length of 
time; dieix, poflefQon^ extends our view, and'gives us new 
dcfu-es. Pleafures,. when 'they grow familiar,. Ipfe • theift relifb* 
' Before you have talted them, you may do' without them ;. whereas 
enjoyment makes that neceffary to yoa, which, was once fuper#» 
fiuousy and yoiiar^ worfe at your eafe than you> were before; 
by enjoying them, you, grow ufed to them,, and when you lofe 
them, they leave- you nothing but. emptinefs and'wanti. What 
afFeds us fenfibly is the paflage from one circumftance- of life 
to another ; the interval between a miferable feafon and a happy 

oi>ec 
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ffnc. The fenfe of pleafure wears off as foon as we grow ha- 
bituated to it. It would be a great advantage, if reafon could- 
tit once lay before us all that is neceflary for our happinefs*. 
Experience brings us bade to ourfelves ;: fpare yourfelf that 
expence ; and lay it early down for a maxim,, with^ a firmnefs 
and refolution tO' determine your conduct, that ^' true felicity 
confifls in peace of mind> in reafon, and in the difcharge of our 
duty,'* Let us not fancy ourfelves happy, my daughter, till wa 
fee! our pfcafures of this fort flow from the bottom of our foul, 

Thefc' reflexions feem too ftrong foe a young perfon, and. 
are proper for a riper ag^ r however, 1 believe you capable of 
them ; and befides, I am inftrufting myfclf. We cannot en- 
grave the precepts of wifdom too deeply in our hearts^, th& 
hnpreflions that they make zre always too light ; but it cannot 
be deniedv that fuch as ufe themfelves to make reflections, and^ 
fortify their hearts with principles,, are in ^ fairer way to virtue 
than fuch as negle£l them. If w-e are unhappy enough to be 
defeSive in the pr-a£tice of our duty,, let us, at lead,, not be^ 
wanting in our affedlions to it: let us thep,.my daughter, make 
ttfe of tbefe precepts foe a. continual help to our virtue. 

It is common!}^ faid thiere are two prejudices with which. 
every body muft comply : religion and honour. It is a wrong 
expreflioHito call religion a prejudice. A prejudice is an opi- 
nion, that may be fubfervient to error as well as truth j the: 
term ought never to be applied but to things that arfi uncertain j, 
and religion is not fo.. 

Honour is, indeed, an invention merely human ; yet nothing, 
is more real than the evils that people fuffer, who would get rid: 
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of It ; it vfoyAi be dangerous to &ake it off; we fliould ratker 
do all we can to fortify a fentiment thaf ought to be a rule to^ 
our condud^ fince nothing is more deftruf^ive of our quiet^ or 
makes our life more une<}ual, than to think one way and a£fc 
another. Poflefs your heart as much aa is poffihle with fenti- 
ments for the condu<9: that you ought to obferve ; fortify dus 
prejudice of honour in your mind : you cannot be too fcrupu-» 
loufly nice on this fubje£(. 

Never warp in the leaft from thefe principles j never enter* 
tain a notion, as if the virtue of women was a virtue only cn« 
joined by cuftom ; nor allow jrourfelf to think you have fuffi* 
ciently difirharged your obligations, if you can but efiKipe the 
eyes of the world. There are two courts before which you 
muft inevitably appear in judgment ; your confirience and thf 
world : you may poffibly get clear of the world, but you caa 
never get clear of confcience. Secure her teftimony in favour 
of your honefly ; ^it is what you owe to yourfelf ; but withal^ 
do not negleft the approbation of the puUrc ; for a contempt 

» 

of reputation naturally leads to a contempt of virtue. 

When you are a little acquainted with the world, you will 
find that there is no need of the fan£Hons and terror of laws to 
keep you within the bounds of }rour duty ; the example of fucb 
as have deviated from it, and the calamities that have ever at-, 
tended them, is enough to flop any inclination in the midft of 
its career ; for there is no coquet but mnft own, if fhe would 
be (incere, that it is the greateft misfortune in the world to be 
forgot ana neglected. 

Shame is a paffion that might be of excellent advantage to issV 

if 
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;if we managed it well: I do not mean that falfe (hamc, which 
only fcrves to difturb our quiet, without being of any fcrvice to 
our behaviour ; I fpeak of that which keeps us from evil out of 
4ezr of dfflionour : we muft confefe this (bame is fometimes the 
fureft guard of the women's virtue j there are very few virtuous 
for virtue itfelf» 

There are foroe great virtues, which, when they are carrlecf 
to a certain degree, make a great many defeats be overlooked ; 
fucb as extraordinary valour in the men, and extreme modefty in 
the women. Agrippina, the wifeofGermanicus, wasexcufed 
o( aQ her faults on account of herchaftity. This prineeis was 
ambitious and haughty ; but, iays Tacitu8> ^ all her pafSons 
** were con&crated by her cfaaftity*** 

If you are fenfibie and nice in the point of reputation, if yoir 
are apprehenfive of being attacked as to efiential virtues, there is 
lone fure means to calm your fears and fatisfy your nicety ; iris 
to be virtuous. Be fure always ta keep weft with yourfelf ; it is 
a fiire income of pteaAires ^ and win gain you praife, and a goo4 
reputation to boot ; in a word, be but truly virtuous, and yoit 
wiU find admirers enough* 

The virtues that make a figure m the world, do not fell to the 
women's (hare s their virtues are of a fimple and peaceable na-^ 
ture : fame wifi have nothing to do with us^ It was a faying: 
of one of the ancients, that ^ the great virtues are for the men !'^ 
lie allows the women nothing but die fingle merit of being un» 
known ; and *^ (uch as are mofE praifed (fiys he),.are not always the 
perfbns that deferve it beft^ but ntfher fiich as are not talked of 
at alL'^ The notion feems to me to be wrong ; but^. to reduce 

this 
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this maxim into pradiice, I think it beft to avoid the world, and 
making a figure, which always ftrike at modefty, and be con«^ 
tented. with being one's own fpe^tor. 

The virtues of the women are difficult, becaufe they have no 
help from glory to praftife them. To live at home ; to meddle 
with nothing but one's felf and family; to be Ample, juft, and 
modeft; are painful virtues, becaufe they are obfcu(e. One mud: 
have a great deal of merit to fhun making a figure, and a great 
deal of courage to bring, one's felf to be virtuous only to one's 
own eyes. Grandeur and reputation ferve for fupports to our 
weaknefs, for fuch in reality is our dedre to diftinguifli and raife 
ourfelves. I'be mind reils in the public approbation, but true 
glory confifts in being fatisfied without it. Let it. not enter 
then into the motives of your actions \ it is enough that it is the 
recompence of them. %. ' 

Be aflured, my daughter, that perfection and happinefs cling 
together ; that you can never be happy but by virtue, and fcarce 
ever unhappy but by ill conduit. Whoever examines them- 
felves ftri6Hy,,will find that they never had any grievous afflic- 
tion, but they occafioned it themfelvcs by fome fault, or by 
being wanting in fome duty. Anxiety always follows the lofs 
of innocence \ but virtue is ever attended with an inward fatis« 
fadion, that is a conftant fpring of felicity to all its votaries. 

Do not however imagine that your only virtue is modefty^ 
there are abundance of women, that have no notion of any other, 
and fancy, that by pradtifing it, they difcharge all the duties of 
fociety : they think they have a right to negle<a all the reft, and 
to be as proud and cenforious as they pleafe* Anne pf Ere- 

tagne. 
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^agnC) a prou4 an4 iniperiQii; princefs, made l^ewis XIL fufFer 
.exceedingly ; and t)\e gopd prince lyas ufed to fay, \yhen hp fub- 
micted to her hunoour, ** tye muft p^y dear for the women's 
.cbaftity." ' Make noboi^y pay for yours; think rather that it 
is a yirtae which rcgairds only yo^rfelf^ ^ and ]o(es its greatefl 
luftre, if it be notatt^nde<| ^ith the other vijtues* 

We ihould be very tender in our mqdefty ; inward corrup- 
tion pafles from the heart t^ the tpouth, and occadons loofe dif- 
courfe. The moft violent pail^ons h?iv^e need of modedy to (hevir 
.themfelves in a Reducing, form i it ^ould diftinguifh itfelf in all 
.your a£Hon ; it (hould fet off and embeliilh all youc perfon. 

They fay that when Jove formed the paflions, he afligned 

^.eyery ope of them its di&inSt abode. Mpdefty was forgot ; and 

when {he was introduced to him, he could not tell where to 

.place her: (he was therefore allowed to confort with all the 

TelU ^ver fince that time (he is infeparabfe from ihem ; (he is 

the. fiiend of truth, and betrays the lie that dares attack it ; (he 

,is in a ttriSt and intimate union \yith love ; (he always attends, 

and frequently difcovers and proclajn^s it: love, in a word, lofes 

.bis charmsj whenever he appears without her; there is not a 

,inore glorious ornament for a young lady, than rppdefty. 

Let the chief part of your finery then be modefly ; it has great 
advantages ; it fets off" beauty, and ferves for a veil to uglinefs : 
modefty is the fupplement of beauty. The great misfortune of 
^gl/nefs i§, that it fmoth^us ai^ Ipuries the merit of women. 
JPeiPpIe do not go to lopjc in a fqrbidding figure for the engaging 
.quaiitjies of the mind and hearty it is a very difficult affair \yhen 
pierit wuft maltc its waX| ^njifhine through a difagreeable out- 
fide, Z '^ You 
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You do not want graces Co make you agreeable, but youare 
no beauty : this obliges you- to fay up a ffock o^ merit : the 
world, will compTiment you with nothing. Beauty has- great 
advantages. One of the antient^ faid of ft, that it was *^ a (hort 
tyranny, and the greatefF privilege in nature ; thathandfome 
perfons carry Tetters of recommendation in their looks.*' 

Beauty fnfpires a pFeafrng fentiment which prepofleiTes' people 
in its favour. If you have made no fuch impreffions, you muf^ 
expert to be taken to pieces. Take care that there be nothing 
m your air or manners to make any body think that you da not 
know youffelf:. an air of confidence in an ordinary figure is 
(hocking enough; Let nothing in your dffcourfe or drefs look 
like arty at leaft let it not be eafy to find it out ^ the moft refined 
art never lets itfelf Be feen:. 

You are not to negte£l the accompli Qiments and ornaments 
proper to make you agreeable, for women: are deiigned to 
pleafe ; but you fhould' rather think of acquiring a folid merit, 
than ofemplbying youTfelfintrifling things^^ , Nothing is (borter 
than the reign of beauty ; nothing is more melancholy thaii the 
latter part of the fives of women,^who never knew any tlririg but 
that they were handfbme. If any body makes their court to 
you for the &ke of your agreeable accomplifhments, make their 
regards centre in friendlhip, and fecure die continuance of that 
friendfhip by your merits^ * 

It is a difficult matter to lay dbwn any fure ruh*s to pleafe* 
The graces without merit cannot pleafe long j and merit with- 
out the graces may Command the efteem of men, but can' never 
mQvc them. Women therefore mufl have an amiable merit, 

"and 
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and join the graces to the virtues. I do oot confine Ae merit 
of women mereljr to modefty ; I give it a much larger extent, 
A valuable woman exerts the manly virtues of friendfhi^ pro- 
bity, and honour, in the pun£lttal discharge of all her obtigations. 
An amiable woman (hould not «nly have the exterior graces, . 
but all the gracesof the heart, and fine fentiments of the mind. 
There Js nothing fo hard as to pleafe without being fo intent 
vpon it, that it (ball look a Jittle like coquetry. Women ge- 
nerally pleafe 4he men of the world more by their faults than 
their good qualities. The men are for making their advantages 
of the weakneiles of amiable women : they would have nothing 
to do with their virtues ; they do not care to efteem them ; they 
had -much rather -be amufed by perfons of Jittle orno merit,, 
dian be forced to admire fuch as are virtuous. 

One muft know human nature if one defigns to pleafe. The 
men are much more afFe£ted with what is new, than with ^hac 
IS excellent : but the flower of novelty foon fades ; what pleafed 
when it was new, foon difpleafes when it grows common. To 
keep up this tafte of novelty, we muft have a great many re- 
iburces and vacioiis kinds of merit within ourfelves; we muft« 
not ftick only at the agreeable accomplifhments : we muft ftrike 
their fancy with a variety of graces and merits to keep up tKdr 
inclinations, and make the fame objeft aflFord them all -the {dea- 
fures of inconftancy. 

Women are born with a violent defire to pleafe; as they find 
themfelves barred from a31 the ways that lead to glory and autho- 
rity, they take • another road to Arrive at them, and make them- 
lelves amends by their agreeablenefs. Beauty impofes on the 
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peffon that has it, ind itifetuates the to^l ; yet remember, tfia^ 
there is But a very fihdl tiucnBer of fears AiFurenee between » 
fhle wo&ian and one that is no longer fow Get over tbb exceffivft 
defire to pleafe ; at leaft keep from Slewing it; We niuft not 
he extravagant in our dfefs, or let it tsdce up alt our time ^ die 
real graces do not depend oh a fhidied finery ^ we muft fubmit 
tb the mode as 1 trouUefome fort of flaverjr, but comply with 
it no more than we are obliged in decency^* The mode would 
be reafonable, if it could be fixed to a point of pierfe£libn, 'Cfn« 
venience> and gracefulnefs ; but to be always changing is uicon'i? 
ftancy, rather than pditenefs and a gdod taftd. 

A good tafte avoids aU exceffive nicenefs 5 it treats little thing$» 
9fi little ones, ar)d gives itfelf very little trouble about them*' 
Neatnefs is indeed agreeable, and deferves to be ranked aiDong 
things that ate graceful ; but k commences littlenefs,' when it is 
carried to an exce& ; it is a much better temper to be carelefs 
in things of little coi^fequence than to h^ too nice about 
them. 

Yonng perfons are rery fubje£l to the fpleen j as tb^y are 
quite deftitute of knowledge, they run vtrith eagernefs towards^ 
feniible objeds ; the fpleen, however^ is the leaft evrl they have 
to dread \ exceffive joys are no part of the train of virtue^ All 
violent and moving . pleafiires are dangerous. Though one is 
difcreet enough not to break through the rules of decency, and 
tb keep within tht bounds of modefty ; yet when the heart is 
once moved with the pkafure it feek, a fort of foftnefs^diffufta 
itfelf over the Ibulj and takes away itsreliib for every thing that 
i$ called virtue : it ftops and makes you cool in the pra£kice of 

your 
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j&ir ^ixiy.' A ybUng jierfen 4ofcs not (fee the if6hfe(i|iiiiHtei of 
AiS JSatteHiig pbifori, the leaft iiiirctfief ot w is to difturV 
<fie qufet' (rf life, to dcfiravc the tafte, arid render all fimple plea- 
(urfe iiitipid. W hcii one fees a yoiiiig perlbn happy ieinough noi 
to nave had h^er heart touched (ais there is a natural dilpofitron in 
lis to a lihion, and this di^bdtlon has not beeti exercifed), (he 
is^iVy cotiipMiSy ahd gives herfelf naturally to the perfon defigned 
for hei. 

Be very cautfdus oh the article of pTays, and the like jiublid 
diverllbnil. There is ho dignity in (bevving one's Llf cofitinuallyj. 
nor is it an eafy matter to preferve a ftri;^ niddetl'y in a coriftatil 
Riirry of diveffions. It is miftakirig one's interett to frequent 
theih : iJT you have beauty, you muif not wear out the tafte ot 
tfte world by liiewing youVfclf continually i you muft be ffilt 
fnbre feferved if you want graces to fetyouolF; befides^ thd. 
c6h({aiit life of dLverHoris lefiens ttie reU(h of them» 

When all your life has been fpent in pteafures> and they come 
to leave you, either becaufe your ufte Hjt diem is over, or be-^ 
caufe your realbn forbids you the enjoyment of them, your tnlnd 
finds itielf in a inoft aheaiy fituation for want of employment^ 
If you would therefore have your pleafures and amusements laK^ 
iife them only as diverdons to relieve you after more ferious oc* 
cupations. Entertain yourfelf with your own reafon ; keep up 
that correfpondence ; and the abfence of pleafures will not leave 
^u any time upon your hands^ nor any hankering after them. 

It behoves us therefore to hufband our taftes ; there is no re^ 
Jifliing life wfthout them, but inritxrence only can preferve them^ 
in their integrity { irregularity is fure to deprave tbem^ 
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When we have found a heart, we make an advantage ofevety. 
«thmg, and turn it into a fource ofpleafure. We come frequentl/. 
to pleafures with a fick man's palate: we fancy ourfelves nice*, 
when we are only fucfeited and out of tafte. When we have, 
not fpoiled our mind and heart by (entiments that feduce the 
fancy, or by any flaming pai&on, it is ea(y to find delight.: health, 
and innocence are the true fountains of joy. But when w6 
have had the misfortune to habituate ourfelves to vehement plea- 
fures, we become infenfible to moderate ones. We (poil our 
tafte by diverfions, and ufe ourfelves fo much to violent pleafures» 
that we cannot take up with fuch as are iimple and regular- 

.We (boiild always dread fuch great emotions of the foul as 
leave us flat and out of forts. Young peribns have the greater, 
reafon to fear them, in that they are lefs capable of refifting wha( 
flatters their fenfe. "Temperance/' faid one of the ancients, 
^' is the beft caterer for luxurj.^' With this temperance^ which 
makes the health 1>otb of mind and body, one has always a 
pleafing and an equal joy; one has no need of diverfions and 
expence ; reading, work, and conv^erfation, aiFard a purer joy 
than all the train of the greateft pleafures. In a word, innocent 
delijghts are of moft advantage -, they are always ready at hand ; 
they are beneficent, and are never purchafed at too dear a rate. 
Other pleafures flatter, 1)ut they do mifchief : they alter the 
conftttution of the mind^ and (poil it like that of the body. 

Be regular in all your views and in all your a£lions ; it woula 
be happy if our fortune was fuch as to make computations of 
our income unnecefiary ; but as yours is narrow, it obliges u$ 
to be regular. Be difcreet id Vtxc ardcle of your expences i if 
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- you do notobferve a moderation in them, you will foon fee your 
i slf&ifs in diforder; -as ibon as you lay ahde ceconomy, you caa 

anftver for nothing. 
• - Pompous living is the high rdhd to ruin, and the ruin of 

< people's fortune is almoft always followed with .corruption of 
^ manners: l)ut in order to be regular, it is no way neceflary to 
' be covetous. Remember that avarice is of little fervice, and 

difhonours a perfon infinitely. * All that one (hould aim ^t infat 

regukr matiilgement, is to avoid the (hame and mjuftke'that 

always attend an irregular cdriduft. We muft retrench (upcr-- 

> fhious expences only to be jh a better condition to afford fuch' 

» as decency^ friendfhip, and charity engage us to make. 

It is good order, and not thf looking into little matters, th^t 
turns to any great account. Pliny, whence feht his friend back 
: a bond for a coni}derable fum w4>ich his father owed him,' with a 
. general acquittance, told him, ^I have but- a fmall eftate, and 
' am obliged, to be at great expences; but my frugality fcrves> 
; for a fond to- fupply me wherewith to *do the fervice that I 
/render to my friends*" • Borrow- from your fancies and diver- 
<ifionS) that'you may have femething to gratify th=e fentiments of- 
generofity, which every perfon of a genteel fpiri t- ought to have,. 

< • Never mind the wants that vanity creates* "We muft be,'*' 
they fay, "like others ;" this //i^ goesav^ft way. Haveano- 

: bier enmlation, and allow nobody to have more honour; probity,, 
i and integrity than yourfelfi Be always fenfibk of the necefHty/ 
of v4rtue : poornefe of foul is worfe than pdverfy of fortune; 

Whilft you are youngj form your reputation, raife your • ere- - 
*dit: put your affairs in order: you .wouW have more trouble 
- - about 
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^out it In appOi^r (ea(Qa of \i(^ Charles tfaf Fifth ^fdl t(? |G^; 

. Jhat ^5 Fortune Ipy.pcf young fcjlks.'? In Ac jtimc of piitb, ^U 

« the world offer themfelves to you, and lend yqu a hp^ing b^XM} : 

yp^ing peo{>le goverp withoi^t t))inking pf ft. Bat in 0^cM:e ad- 

yanp^d age, yq\i have no t^e)p$ fro,m any qi^art^r ; yo^ Imye ^o 

, )o/)ger that bewitching charm ^hich bs\s ao i^^p.^jicp pp ^yiery 

: Mjf ' ypu haye nothi,ng for you \?jdt r^afoii aiyl tr\ith, ij^bicfe 4o 

jjipt ^rdin^rjly goveri) the ^yorld. 

«' You ^rfi goingi" fa|d Mo?itagQe to^ (pi^e yf>mg ppppk, 
f« to\y^rds r^puMtipn a^d credit ; b,ut I ^ni tefurniQg hai?k." 
, Wh^.n you c^^fe to b^ young> ypu havp no acquiiition left you 
to make, but i/i point of virtue;. In ajl ypur undertglcings and 
aSipAs, 2iwAys^m ?,t thj? bigheft per/e^tjpp j fo/m no pcojed, 
. ^nd fot gbput np.tbiog wUbq^^ frying to yjQqrff?y; << Could no« I 
, do better ?" By this mean$ you will infenCbly contrafl; a habit 
of jufticc and virtue, vrfiich will make the pra.<Sice thereof caficr 
to you. Do what Seneca advifed his friend Lucilius : " Choofe,** 
fald- he to him, " ait)T>ng great men, fpme one that you think is 
moft to be admired :» do nothing hut in his prefence ; give him 
aa account of all your a£tipn§.-^ H^ppy the man |hat is 
efteeroed enough tp be.pitched pu for diis purpofe t This is t^e 
9^Qre eafy* becaufi? ypuag fplk;s h^ve a natural difpofition to 
imit tion- They run lefs hazard when th^y chpQfe their patterns 
fropi J^ntiquilyj, \vbere Mfe genprally meet wjth npo,^ but great 
examples. Among ^hp pioderns it may have i|§ incpnyeQi^pe^^ 
th^ copies of them very rarely fucc^?d» It ha^ been laid .Ipxig 
agp, that every copy ought to trenible before its orIgi(^.; they 
iiev.^r fol^p V it but at a diilajicei a^^d yet it Jakjcs a^ay ypgr 

natural 
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Katttr^t charafier, which is generally the trueft and die moft 
fimple. You ai;e apt to grow negligent as to yourfelf^ when 
you fix yourfelf to atnodel; befides, a great |>art of our faults 
come from imitation. .Learn then to reverence and ftand in awe 
«f youffelf : let your fcrupuloufnefs be your own cenfor. 

Ufe all your application to make yourfelf happy in your da^ 
tion of life} improve aP the means. you have ; you lofe a thou- 
£ind advantages for want of it. It is our^attention and comparing^ 
of things, that make us happy* 

Tlie more addre& and capacity you have, the more will you| 
make of your^^iroumftances, and the mor^ will you extend your, 
^eafures* Xt is not pofleffion that maJw us happy« it is enjoy-; 
nent, and enjc^ment lies in attention. 

' If people knew hov^ to hug and enjoy themfeUres in their con- 
dition, they would not be troubled either with ambition or envy^ 
and would be blefled with a perfe£t tranquillity ; but we do not 
live enough in the prefent moment, our defires and hopes are 
always pulhing us on towards futurity. 

There are two forts of madmen in the world ; the one al« 
ways iive upon futurity^ and feed themfelves with nothing but 
hopes ; and as they are not wife enough to calculate them rightly, 
liiey pa(s their lives in a continual miftake. Reafonable perfons 
are never taken up with any defire$, but fuch as are within their 
reach4 they often gain their point; and though they fbould b^ 
miftaken, they would eafil^ confole th'emfelves under the difap* 
pointment; they Icnow Hkewife that our fohdnefs for things 
wears off upon the poilei&on of them, or ceafes upon feeing 
the in^poffibility of obtsuning what vtc defire : wife men always 

A A make 
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make themfekcs cafy with futh i^fle£tbns» There k another 
fort of madmen^ that make t»am«ch of th^ prrfent, and take n<^ 
manner of care for fiiturity: they, ruin theit fortune^, their re-. 
putation^ and their taftef of Ufe, by not managing; ih€in dlfcreetly^. 
Men of fenfe joki theft two times together ; tiiej enjoy thet 
prefenty and yet do not negle€lf the fiitttl«. 

It 19 a duty, my daughter, to employ our. time^ biit/what ufe: 
do we make of it ? ' Few people know how to value it: as k de* 
ferve$. •'^ Account tayourfelf," ia]zs one of the ancients, "for 
every moment of your time ; that aftec making a jpft uk of 
the prefent, you may have left occafion for the future/' Timer 
flies with rapidity: learn, to Hvess that is,, to make a good ufe of 
your time ; but life is Q>ent too oftexi tavain hopes, in queft oS 
fortune^ or in waiting for it. AU^ mankind feel- the vanity c^- 
their cbnditron^ always taken up without being ever fati$fied« 
Remember that life -does not confift iathe fpace of ^ime that you 
liv^ but in the ufe you fhould make of it : confider that you 
have a mind to cultivate and feed wttiv truth s a hear^ to purify 
and regulate } and a religious worfliip^ tapay to the Deity*. 

As the firft years of life are precious^ remember^ daughter,, 
to make an advantageous ufe of them.^ Whilft the mind eafily 
receives impreflions, embellifli your memoi^ with valuable 
things, and confider that you are laying in a provifion for your 
whole life. The memory is formed and imps oved by exercifing 
it. 

Curiofity is a fentiment tdat you ihouhl not ftifle; if wants 
only to be managed, and placed on a right 6bje(%. Curiofity is 
a knowledge begun, which makes you advance farther and 

quicker 
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Quicker in the road cf trudi ; ft is a nattirsil difpofitioa, that meets 
jnftrudion half-way : k fltotdd not he ftopped by lazincfs and 
love cf «afc. 

' It IS irety ufdful for yoong perfons to eoifiloy thdr time in (b- 
lid fctences ; the Greek and Roman hiflory devjates the mind^ 
and raifes die courage by the great a^ons that we fee there 
Telated* We ought to know the hiftory of France: ndboiy 
ftottid be jgnormt of theUftory of their own country. I fhould 
ix>t even btame a little- phfidrophy^ eipecially the new, if one 
fcasacapaci^fiDr it: it helps to give you a clear judgment; to 
^ftinguifh.your ideas, and teach you to think juftly, I would 
likewife have a little morality: by the bare reading of Cicero, 
Pliny, and others, one gets a tafte for virtue : it makes an in- 
fcnfiUe JmpreflkMi oa us, that is of great advantage to our 
norals. The ladination to vice is correded by the example of 
fo many virtues ; and yoo w31 rarely find- an evil difpofition have 
any refifli for this fort of reading. We do not love to fee what 
is always upbraiding and condemning us« 

As for languages, thoi^ a woman ought to be fatisfied with 
ipeakii^ that of her awn coimtry, I fhould not thwart the in« 
dination one m^t have for Latin. It is the language of the 
church : it opens j^oa a gate to all the fciences ; it lets you into 
€onvc!l£uion with the beft paft of the world in all ages. Wo- 
men are ready enough to learn Italian, but I think it dangerous i 
it is the language of love : the Italian writers are not very cor* 
ro&i you fee in all their works a gingle of words, and a loofe 
imagination, inconfiitent with a juft way of thinking. 

Poetry may produce fome inconveniences ; I ihould however 
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be loath to forbid the reading of ihe fine tn^e£es of Cbmeflie f • 
but the beft of them often give yoa IcStmet of virtue^ and 
leave ybu an impreffion of vice. 

The reading of roman<^ is ftHi moiae dangerous r I would 
not have them much afed ; tliey inure the mind to falflioods. 
Romances havrng no foundation of trudi to fupport them, warm 
the imagination, impair modeft/) put tbe heart in diforder, and 
let a young perfon have but the leaft didpofition to tenderneft^ 
they hurry on and fire her inclination. One tboM not kiereafe 
the charms and delufions of love; the more il is feftened^. and 
tbe more modeft rt s^>peafSj the more dangerous it is. I would 
not forbid them ; all .prohibitions intrench upon> liberty, and. 
raife the defire : but we fhould, as much- as we are able, ufe 
ourielves to folid readings, whitth improve the underftanding 
and fortify the heart: we cannot too carefully avoid GtcU as 
leave impreffions hard to be effacedr 

Moderate your fondnefs for extraordinary fciences ; tbey are 
dangerous, and generallyv teach one nothing but a vafl deal of 
vanity : jtbey deprefs tbe adlivity of the foul. If you have a 
very warm and' adive imagination, and a curlofity which non 
thing can ftop, it is much better to employ thefe difpofitions. 
in the fciences^ than to run the hazard of their being turned to 
ferve your paflions : but remember, that a young lady iboukl 
have almoft as nice a mpdefty in the article of fciences, as ihe 
has with regard to vice. . 

Guard yourfelf, therefore, againft the inclinatfoq of fetling np 
for a virtuofo ; do not amufe yourfelf in running after vain 
IcicQceSj and fuch as are above your reach. Our foul is much 

better 
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better qualified for enjoyment than it is fi>r knowledge ; we 
bave all the knowledge that is proper and neceflary for ouc well 
being; but we will not Hick there, we are ftill running after 
truths that were not defigned for us. 

Before we engage in enqMiries that are above our capacities). 
we (hould know the jyufi extent of our underftanding, and what 
rule we (hould have for determining our perfuaAon : we (hould 
learn to diftlngui(h* between opinion and knowledge i and (hould 
have refolutron enough to 4oubt,, when we have no' clear no-^ 
tion of things,, as well as courage to be ignorant of what fur* 
pafles us« 

The better to- prevent a vaia opinion of our capacity, and 
abate a confidence in our underftanding^ let us confider that 
the twa principles of all 0^v knowledge,, reafbn and the fenfesy 
want fincerity, and often deceive us. The fenfes impofe oa 
reafon, and reafon mifleads them in. its turn. Thefe are 
our two guides, and both of them lead us out of the way*. 
Such, reflexions (hould naturally put us out of conceit withi 
abftraded ficiences i it is much, better for us to employ o^r. 
time in. udeful points of knowledge.. 

Docility is a quality very nece(Iary for a young. per(bh, who* 
fliould never have much confidence in^herfelf : but this docility 
muft not be carried too far*. In point of religion, indeed, it. 
muft fubmit to authority ;. but on any other fubjed itmufl re-> 
ceive nothing but from rea(bn and evidence* By carrying 
docility too far, you- do an^ injury to your rea(bn ; you make no. 
ufe of your ow4i judgment and underftanding, which are im- 
paired for want of exercife*. You fet too narrow bounds to. 

youc 



S9« ^HS LADIES LIBRARTi 

your iileas^ when you confine them to tbofe of other people* 
The tefticnony of men onlj deferves credit in pr<^)ortion to the 
degree of certainty which they have acquired by examinir^ into 
fads. There lies no prefcription againft truth: it is for aS 
perfons and of all times* In a word, as a groit man fiiys^ *^ To 
he a chriflian, one muft believe implicitly : but to be « wife 
man, one muft fee clearly." 

Accuftom yourfelf to exerciic your underftanding, and make 
more ufe of it than of your memory. We filt our heads with 
the notions of other people, and take no care to form any of 
our own. We fancy that we have made a great progrefs, 
when we load our memory with hiftories and hSts ; but this is 
of very little fervice to perfed our underftanding. The under- 
. ftanding extends and improves itfelf *y exercife; yet few per* 
fons take care to exert it. 

Among our fex the art of thinking is a fort of dormant tafent. 
Hiftorical fads, and the opinions of philofophers, will not de- 
fend you againft a calamity that prelSes you : you will not find 
yourfelf much the ftronger for them. When an afi9t£lion comes 
upon you, you have recourfe to Seneca and Epidetus : Is it 
for their reafon to give you confolation ? Is it not rather the 
bufinefs of your own ? Make ufe of your own ftock j in the 
calm of life make a proper provifion againft the time of afflic* 
tion, which you are furd to meet with : you will find yourfelf 
much better fupported by your own reafoa than by that of other 
people. 

If you can govern your imagination, and make it fubmit to 
reafon and truth, it will be a great ftep towards your perfedion 

and 
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jmd h^pipmcb. Women are generally governed by their ima* 
gioation;. as they are not employed in any thing folid, and are 
not ia the co^urfe of their lives trouUied either widi the care of 
their fortune, or the management, of their affairs, they give 
diemMves up entirely to their pleafures^ Plays, drefs, ro« 
mancesy and inclinations, aU depend upon imagination. I 
know well enough, that if you keep it within due bounds, you. 
take fo much, off from your pleafures ;, for imagination' is the- 
fource of them y and the things that pleafe us moil, derive 
from her thecharm. and illufion in which alt their agreeablene& 
confifts: but for one pleafure of her creating, what evils doth> 
file not make us fuffer. I She ftands continually between truthi 
and ua : reaibn. daves^ not (hew herfelf where imagination bears^ 
the fway. We fee only as (hepleafes ;. and,, thofe that are led: 
by her, kno<;r what they fuffer from her by woeful experience. 
It would be si very happy compofition to make with her,, to give 
her back alli her pleafures, on condition that (he made you feeli 
none of her pains : in a. word, there is nothing fo inconfiftent. 
with happioe&y as a fine, lively, and too heated imagination. 

Poffcfs yourfelf with a true notion of things, and take notr 
up- with the fentiments of the people: form your own judg- 
ment, without giving into received opinions, and get over the- 
prejudices of your^ infancy. When you feel yourfelf; under any 
uneafinefs, take the following method ;. I have found! the ufer 
^f It: examine into the occafion of your trouble ;, ftrip it of 
all the difguife that is about it, and of all the embroidery of:' 
imagination,, and you will find that it is generally nothfng at 
all, or, at leaft, great allowances are to.be made. Value things, 
cnly according to their, real worth. We have a great deal; 

more: 
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more reii6n to complain of our fitfe aodons iktn of -mi^ for^ 
tune ; it is very frequendy not fo much things diat hiirt us,' as 
the opinion that we have of tbeni. 

In order to be happy, we muft think rightly: we owe « 
great rdfpeft to the common opinions, when they concern re- 
ligion ; but we ought to think very differendy from the vulgw 
in what regards morality and the haj^inels of life. By the 
vulgar, I mean every body that has a low and vulgar Wxf of 
thinking ; the court is filled with fuch fort of creatures i and 
the world talks of nothing but fortune and credit : all the ciy 
there is, <* Go on, make hafte. forwards/' whereas wifiiom 
lays, ^< Take up with fimple things ; choole an obicure but 
quiet yfe ; get out of . the huny of the world $ avoid a croud.'' 
Fame is not all the recompence of virt«e; the main part of ft 
lies in the teftimony of your own confi:ience# A great nrtne 
is furely enough to conifort you for the lo6 of a little gbrf* 

Be aflured, that the greateft fineoce is to know how to be 
independant. <^ I have learnt,*' laid 009 of the jmciecus^ ^ to 
be my own friend, fo I Ihall never be alon6." Yoa miA 
provide yourfelf ibme refources againft the inquietudes of life, 
and fome equivalent for the goods you had depended on*. £e«' 
cure yourfelf « retreat and place of refuge in your own hrei^; 
you can always return thidier, and be fure to &a^ pmritiS 
again. When the world is iefs necellary to you, it will bifoj^ 
left power over you: when you do not, by fome folid iih 
clinations, place your depeodance on yourfelf, you depend upon 
every thing dfe. : ; 

UfejyourMfl to folitpdc ; there is. Jiothiqg. pore iifefuV^ 
iieccliary to vcakea the impreffion that fenfible obje^ make 
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us* Yoii fliould) therefore, from time to time, retire 
^m^he world, to beakme. Affign foipe hours in the day 
4br reading, *and 4or making your own refle£Kons. ^ Refiec* 
niony* ^ays 4i ^fth6rt>f the church, ^ is the eye of the foul ; 
'it lets light and iruth into it.*'— ^ I williead him into foli« 
"tude,** fays wifdom, <^ and there I will fpeak to his iieart.'^ 
•k is tfaere^ indeed, where tmth gives her inflndions^; where 
fprejudiccs vamfh} where ^piepoflfeffion wears off, mi where 
opinion, ^t governs all, begii» to 4ofe its influence. When 
4me confiders the ufeleifiids and infignificancy of life, <one is 
forced to iagr with I^ny, << It4S much belter to pafs <«ne's life 
ifi doing nothing at all, -than in doing^'trifles of nothing.** 

I have told you^abcady, ^ughtor, that 'happinefs <onfifls m 
ipeace of mind : you cannot <onjoy the pleafures of the mind 
without healdi of mind : every thiiq; almoft is a pleafure to a 
rfound mind. If you would live with tranquHlity^ thefe are the 
Tules you are to obfinrve. The firftis, not to give yourfelf up 
<o things <hat pleafe«i ^ ufe theni only decafionaVly} not to 
XxpcStto^ much ftom ^the men, for fear of being diCippointed ; 
to be yoiir own principal friend. Solitude, too, will enfure ypu 
tranquillity, and jaa^fiiend to wifdom : «t ts within you that 
-fieace and truth take up their abode. Avoid the great world ; 
jdiere is no4ecurttyin it; k always awakens-fomefentiment or 
other that we had almoft cruflied; diere are bmt too many 
-people in 4t that encourage 4oofenefs ; the more one converfes 
widi it, the more anthoii^ do one's paffions gain ; it is hard to 
refift the attack oif vice when it comes fo well attended ; in a 
vordy onecomes backfrom k much weaker) left mode^ and 
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more uajtift, for hafjng Ibden MAong thtf ineif* Th^ woAi eafitjr 
jpftiUs its poifon inlotdii<ier foiils* . We iHouid likewife flmt tttii 
allthe:ayeniies to dfepaffionsf it is itmeh^Oer to keep therti 
off, than Vanquifli thein'i ini though one ^ovld Be hapfi|f 
enough ipbftniih th^^ ^efffrtim the^itnie that ihey'tnkd^ their 
Impreffioh) tbejr mki'.tnpzy^dtt lor fheir iffiode. TheSrft 
motions of tliem ts what cannot be refitft^ to -flblilr^) Vdt (he 
often cirrtesjber influence too fariund vriien.jbtfcconie to jbom 
fcif flgain^ you Bnil abunttrinc'reafon to repents 

One ffiouM always lisre 6kvk refetarcJb'ahd kft flrifts : ^Ictfb 
laCe jroor jbengthr ^tad jbnr coiria^ y-aaS. Sift tbis^end^ in-^A 
cafes ^here.jloirRave ^tby appr^henfioni^ ifonndef 'c^eiy ihtn^ at 
the worfl* Watt for the, '8lisfer6ine 'that in^r hiftien iosfovk 
with futariefe ; kMs: Itbra^eijr ift.the hco i >Tiew: ii'walHtaimift 
terrible cffcumftihces^ and -do^aot-let jroirrfe^iiM-iuider'it. 

AfavDurite ralHedtoiii^ heigM! of' giaiafeii r nfras^Wewih;^ b1» 

riches; to^' fr iendr. As'ho tobic* aiH )i boXy ke hid tabani;' ^^ Here 

it is that vtiy tiiafttre lies." His friend pMBkd iuin io -fhcW 

if*him> -and lie alkiWM faiA td(op«Tthe^foe(r;i'tiiere'WBrdbtfatag 

'in^t but ani oU fagged cokt.. Hia'fitbJid;reeiBed*fitcpflxc«)st he 

tUe fevouiticiiiidta*hiiti^,.^< When iattMerOiUfcfeniiaRiibHrfe'ai 

ifo; original coridiUonyl aoi^re&djrlfi^ hJ' Wliifc^<'noUe-re>^ 

foaree^ is. if'tpTobfider'cTerjp^ib^ at tl^eiWi^iArafHhfirel £(|rtitn^ 

'«fiatigirtn.'oifeVfe]£ to'ilanAtk.ihoA^ • . 

* "How'ftroBgiy'ibevet^you wUb^ftr anj^thingc begin* Wtth^ev* 

<nnkiitibg tbe/danng^ jotf wiflisr fetM»eG9re!ijF9(tr' c^esr'tlm ^M 

wMich it promlfes'yoil,.and)'thB eviis.tb8lii5lb#^it:':re^cftibar 

%e jfAfft af1^ais^,<^FksfifliefMli»fiitfre70Q, bo^^^ 
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ifiT r^tiiiite mt of %hK"- Vtiu win o^ttp fe% fts.fooa a^ 
tv^r you cisafe to dciire.4 Rpji^nd upoo it, ^ wife ropadq^.nPl 
run afti^r f<3licify> b^( mal^e^ bis oi^.b^ppj^^fss it n^^il b^ yout; 
QWp doingj ^oi it i% 19 yiwW QMW.po^^n Ri?aij??»bQr that ^ 
very fmaU inatf «r. iv.ilKf|r\ee for. attiJi^ re^l 1^^^ of life, but 
ttere muft b« an infinite jsfeai: to &ti$fy the im^iiv^ry nf^edt of 
opUiion; and that you wiil m«|[Cli.£>qQer reduce your.ddirc^t ta 
ikc leirel 06 }$o\ir fpclune, than nufe your, fortune to the level of 
your defirea. If honours undtcicbes could fatiate.us, we might 
iieap them 14) i hitt the tbicft^ of. them increafes by acquiring 
dheiai be t^ d^nea mofl^ is certainiy the moft incfigent. 
s:JYoung|>eribn»live upon hope; M. de.la &odiefi>ucault£Ly$, 
akal H caifci^ <>fie' m agreeable road^ to the end of lifck" ' It 
it^otild iMS.tiideedifiioct etiougb, i£ hope, did hot. lengthen it: it 
hk^ srecy.cooifer^le lentimeiit, but mayptoye dangerous, by 
^ocafioning you off en a greatinaoy dj&pgointments. The Itat^ 
evil^d^t happens from it is, that we often, lofe wha£ we ^JK^fsi 
bjr >wai6ag. for, what . we. defire, 

", Qupr fel^^iovemakea us blind to oiirfelves, and^dhniniifhes aH 
ouruiefipffakr tWie |lve with them as we do with the perfumes 
that. we- wear,' wie do not fineU them; they only incommodd' 
others : to £efi them ia Aei£ rirght light, we muft fee them ik 
ocher people* Vtettr youJE^ ow|i tmperfe^ons with the fame 
^^yes^widi which you view thofeof pthersv be aljieays exa£l in 
Icesping to. thia rule ; it wf U acc^ftom you to equity. Examine 
}KMff ofvn nabise^ and make the heft of your defines : there is 
oooe o£them but may fab tacked tofeme virtues, arid be made to 
te^urdiem* Mondit^'doea not pitopoie to deftroy natuce^ but 
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to perftd ift Are you vain-glorioas ? Make nib of tiiair (Sriv 
timent to raife TOuiielf j^ve die weaknefl^ oF jour t6xy vadA 
to avoM the faults diat abaib^ift Svery wirul^ paffiDR^faat^a^paiti 
and Ihame annexed to-it, whieb (bIicft7ou*to^uit it^ Are ytm 
timonDiiw h Turn that weakneft kito prudence s- kt ir keep you 
from expofing yourfelf* Are you lavUb'r Do you love to give ^ 
It is eafy toturi^prodigality-intof enerofity. Give 'with dfoicb 
and Judgment, but do not negIeA«iiidiffmfit people : lend whira 
it is necoflaryj butgive to fudiju^oannot return. your kindntft: 
by to doing you ftrike xn>with>your inclinationy andr^do-' good 
adiens : there is no weaknds,. but,, if you^ jdeafe,- virtae can 
make a good ufo 6f iU 

In- the affli&ions whteb> befall you^. and^whieh ra^^e you fed* 
fibleofiyour little ftookjof^merit^ inftead oE^ttiiig^ and oppofing 
the opinion^that.you*haveof yourftlf to^die tnjuftice which you 
pretend has been done joa rconfiderfhat^lhe perfens who are the 
authors of it are better-able to judge of yott«thai»youare yourfidf ; 
that yottibould fooner believe then thanMf^love,.whiebtdWays 
flattere;- and^that- with regard: to wfaat»coneerns yourftlf,< your 
enemy is nearer truth thamyou are ; ihat you < &ouM have no 
merit in youir own eyes, but what jmmi have-in other pec^te'i* 
One hastdo great' a* difpofitioh to flatter 6ni^»fel^ and men ate 
too near themielves to judge impartially tn the cafe» . 

Thefe are general- preeept^fiMr oppofing the viees 6f the mind*'; 
but your firft care fhould be to perfeft^ your heart*and<*your fen-- 
timents: it depends on your Heart to»niake year virtue fiird and 
laftitigs iti^ properly that iMncbforms your chani^r; atidto 
oiake yourfelf miftrefe of it, obfervci this method. . Wheir you 

feel 
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iirelTOttrfeilf' agiu$ed'with^a ftrpng and violent paffion, deCre it 
teallpw you a little time* . and compouod with your weakn^fs,; 
it withput bearing, i( a- monnenty yjott are for fiicriiiciag every- 
^thing to your nsafon and your duty,i there is room to fear that 
jDOur paffion may rebels and grow ftrooger than ever^- You are 
under its command, and muft manage.it with addrefs : you will 
feceiv^morehelp than you think of from fuch a conduct: you- 
vill find fome fure remedies even from your paifion. If it bo 
^M of'hatr^di^yoU'Will fee that you hayo. not akogether fo much 
Ecaiba, to. hate and revenge yourfel^ as you at^firft imagined* 
If. bjr, misfortune it be the contrary fentiment that has* feized 
]K>U| there is no- pai£on which furniflies ji^u furer . rem^ies-^ 

againft itielf** 
If your hearthas thembfortune to-be attacked by love^ thefe- 

are the remedies to ftop its progrefs : think that its pleafure^ 
. are noither fohd nor conftantit they quit you^^ and- if this was^ 
all the bym they .would do you>. it is enough.^ In paffions thet 
feuVpfopofes iiftIf<an«o^ediy«and Is more. intimately united to^ 
k either by«defire or enjoyment, than it is to its pwn being ; it^ 
plages all its felicity inpefTeffiony and all- its mifery-in the lofs 
of the objed; Yet- this felicity of the imagination^, this good- 
of the foul!s cboioefis neither folidnor lading :• it dfspends upon 
others^ it.depends«upen yonrfelf^aiulyo^ cannot s^nfwer either 
lor otbers< or^for ypurfelf*- 

Love in the beginning offers^ yoi| nothing Uit-flowers,^ and 
liides: all^ the danger from you ;> it imp^fes on ypu ',^ it always 
takes ibme form wUch is not.its own ;- the heart being in fecret 
jfitelligeace- with,it|, conceals its inclii^tion from youj .. for fear 
. ■ ■ . ■ ^ of. 
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of alarming youc reafi>n and modcfty* Ypa fjfiicy. it4 
iunufement ; it is only the proa's wit or goodlcnkA^t^lts^^ 
US* In. a word, love is^ almpft always^ unknown tiU.lie.bas |fot> 
the maftery. As foon as h« comes to be felc, % that infl^mt^ 
and hearken not to the compkint^ of-yourhe^t: love^lsnot: 
rooted Qut of the foul with ordinary cffbrt^^; itbastoomaay'' 
partizan» within us : as foon as- it has^fiif prized )kou9 everjptfak^: 
is on its fide agaitift yoy, and nothing will ferveyou^agaiiift.lo?ei' 
It is the moft cruel fituation. a rational perfon can be in j 
"vriiere there is nothing to fupport you ; where you have no^ 
^>e^tor but^yourfeif* Yqu muft fammon up your couFageiim^ 
mediately, aiid' remember that ]rou mufb mak«^ a much QK>re foiK 
rowful ufe of it, if you yield to your paflion in the le»ft« 

R^fled^ upon the &tal confequences^ of- paffions, and yoii wiU 
find but too many examples ^o ipflvu^ yo»s but we^uv often 
convinced of our miftaki^, without being cured'of our paffioiu* 
Reckon up, if pofibl^, the evils tha(; flow from love : itimpo(ee« 
on die reaibn ; it fills [the foul ani the fenfes with tro^bk ; « U> 
takes away the flower of innocence y i| ftuns^ virtue^ it bbfte 
the reputation, (hsune being almoft always the confequence 06 
love« Nothing debafes yoii to fuch a degree, andfinks you fd 
much below yourfelf, as the paffipt^s : <faey degrade you : tfaere 
is nothing bi^t -reafontbat can maintain your dignity. It is far 
more unhappy to ftand in need of one*^ courage to bear a mis-^ 
fortune, than to avoid it:* the pleafiire of doing one's du^ is ft 
comfort to you ; but never applaud yourfelf^ for /ear of being 
humbled. Remember that you carry your enemy about widt 
you; ftick flrifUy to a conduA that mzji anfwer for you to 

your- 



retinue of fenfua) pleafure. Ufe yourfelf to reading on folht ftlt^* 

•ffo "Wbt tJdWfirfe with ydiir Im**ff»tteii ; It tiffll piiht lote t<k 
^tt^^Hf ffllfs (HiarAs ; ItH alKdiU^tdh and tlhlftoh, >«fneh iHe 
ffiMMi' liSe i^dj^a^ifiltidh : tNefe H itw^y% U great dra^bkdl^ 
-iftkri f<fvL ^quithet fo'ttki^ tb the reaMff , St. Au|<fflln6 Wi 
^i^^fi iis U dtfferlptioh oflilr^orff^idii, tifNen (le 1;Wfe mthdfed t6 
^dtt-^cf^e Md ^«fafiiiie^. fi^ ^, ^at iirt&t be loifed prefefht«i 
iiftrftbhff^'tttltfjfr'^ Ui9mfin^ figuheihe refilrelbtits xvMtpstf!^ 
te ms'tffeaj^'in ftteh ttWvil% ftfnii^ th^ thct^e & h6 re^diiig it 
^tftc^it'ddli^;. Orfe nlWft *pafe %htfy over the ^piaiifes oF 
.{*^ii(f%'V Ae l^'tfU^s' tb be reif^ft/fc^eni at th^ ^Srj Irme^-t^ 
*^ «kfhg iffi«\!ifes'«gs!rt(l Ker $ ISid ^1ieh We ^^ foJKft offKb 
4lfijft^s <II6' ftjte l^rb^i^nM,' ^ ^e 'ffll talv^{rh/ft o&YfeN^^^ 
The^jkflWh i^ apt tb get gffiWW'By tHfe ejtfifhMft^ (yf-ftie*s^^3fF; 
tW^gecftAiefe is tHe 6i>Iy ft€\irIfy^tbBe«lkeh a^alnft'Ic^er: y6ib 
muft call yourfelf ferioufly to account, and faf,'^ WHitiStii 
Htem^W do;witH the ItftUti^idh'imismz^'mi Are hot 

nOiihim^i^mns left. Avm mi^- mk •«> -mtSe «r mi 

. . ^ arc 
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are as ftrong as we refolve to be. Diverfion and fiflO|deafinif0« 
ments are neccflaiys boC we nuift fliiin all jrieafiires that zScSt 
the heart. 

It is not always our fiudts tiut min us, but die manner of our 
condttft after we have coaunitted them* An humble acknow- 
ledgment of our faults difiurms refentment, and ftops die violence 
of anger. Women that have had the misfortune to deviate 
from their duty, to break dirough deconua, to {art with their 
virtue and modefty, owe fe much regard to cuftom, and ought to 
have Cuch a fenfe of their breach of chatty, as to appear widi a 
mortified airs it is a fort of fatisfisidion that the public expeds 
from them ; it is fure to remember your faults uriienever you 
appear to forget them. Repentance iofiires a change of your 
condud ; prevent the malignity which is natural to mankind $ 
put yourfelf in the place that their pride allots you, they would 
have you humbled;, and when you have made yourfdf fe to 
their hands, they will have no more to (ay to you : but die that 
is proud after commitdng faults, calls them to mind and makes- 
diemimmoctaL 

Let U9 now pals, my daugbter, to the focial duties. I diought 
I was in die firft place to draw you out of the common education 
and the prejudices of childhood, and that it was neceflary to for« 
tify your reafon, and give you fome folid princifdes to fupport 
you. I thought moft of the diforders of life were owing to falfc 
opinions; that £dfe opinions produced loofe fentiments; and 
that when the underftanding is not enlightened, the heart is ex« 
pofed to paflions: that there mifft be iome truths fixed in the 
flund to preferve us from error ; and that one muft have feme 

fcntiments 
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fMaamM in the li«irt to keep oat th« poffionl* Wben ycui. 
bive once a knowledge of trtiA^ and a lore for JuSioCi there is 
no danger of ail the other virtues, 

iTiie firft dutv of civil life is to take care of others} fuch as 
live only for tfaemfelves fall into contempt, and are negleded bjr 
every body. If you are. for re<|uiring too much from odiers» 
they will refufe you every tbingi their friendfliip^ thM* affedioiiSy 
aAd theib fervices. . Civi^ life is a mutual interoourfe of good 
offices: the nioft valuable part of mankind go ftill further: by 
promodog die happineis of others, you infure your owai U is . 
the tnaefir politics to think in diis manner* 
J, }f odung xan be more odious than people that make every 
hod^ fee tjhat they live only for diemfelves. An extravagant^ 
fclfflove is llie fource of great crimes i fome degrees lower it 
occafions vices ; but let there be never fo litde a fplce of it in 
acperfon, it impairs all die virtues and charms of fociety. 

It is impoffible to make a friendifhip with perfons wlio have a 
fndoininantielf'love, and take care to ihew it ; andyet we can 
never drip ourfelves of it entirely ; 8S long as we are attached 
to^K£^ vire ihall be attached to ourfdves. 

But there is a qualified felf4ove, that is not exerdfed at tho 
eq>ence of others. 

Wr iancy we eialt ourfelves by depreffing our equals : this 
iSakes us cenforious and envious. Good*hature turns to more. 

ft ^^^ , 

account than malignity. Do good when it is in your power ; 
ipeak well of all the world, and never judge with rigour. Such 
wBk of goodnels and generofity frequently repeated will gain you 
at faft a ^gctift and idccellent ieputatioo« All the world is en« 
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gaged tQ comn)«iMl you, to extenuate your^cfedls, and enhanfe 
your gppd qualities. You ibould foMiyl your reputation iii;>oa you r 
own virtues, and not upon the deinerk of others; confider that their 
good qualities take nothing at ali b^m yau, and.thia the dimixMitioa 
of your reputation can be imputed t^ no body but yonrfelf • 

One of the. tbingstbat contributes moftito make us unhappy 
is^ that we depend too much upon the men } it is the fimrce too 
of our injuftjce. We pick quarrels with them, not on account 
of what they owe us^ or of what they have promiftd us^ but on 
account of wha( we have hoped from them* We depend abfo* 
lutely upon our hopes, which occafion us abundance of dif« 
appointments* 

Be not rafii in your judgments^ and give no ear tocalumnies : 
never give in to the firft appearance of things, nor be in hafte to 
condemn any body* Remember that there are things probable 
which are not true, as- there are things true which are not pro* 
bable* 

We (hould, in our private judgments, imitate the equity 6f 
folemn judgments. Judges never decide without having ex* 
amined, heard, and confronted the witn^cs with the parties con- 
cerned ; but we, without any commiffion, fet up for umpires of 
reputation ; and every proof is fufEcient^ every aul^ritjr appears 
good, when thebufinefs is tQ condemn. Pfempted by our na- 
tural malignity, we fancy that wegive^ourfi^ves ^at we take 
away frpm others.: hence arUe anktibiit^es and enmities* ; for 
evesy. thing is fuire to be knowiK- 

Be equitable- therefore in your judgments ; the fainejuftice 

that > you . do ta otherS|». tbey^ wiU relum €0 you. - Wolild you 

I have 
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&re them tbink and fpeak well of yoU| never Ipeak ill of any 
body. 

^ Civility, wkich k an imitation of charity, is another of the 
fecial virtues : it pvts you above others, when you have it in a 
more eminent degree ; but it is praAifed and maintained at the 
^xpence of felf*love. Civility is always borrowing fomething . 
from yourfel^ and turning it to the advantage of others. It is 
one of die great bonds of fociety^ and the only quality that 
makes enelafe and ea(y in the intercourfe of life. 

We naturally love to govetn i it is an utijuft iriclination; 
Whence have we our right to pretend to ekalt ourfelves abovd 
others ? There is but one juft and allowaMe fbperiority ; it is 
tiiat which virtue gives you : have more gdddnefs and genero* 
fity than others ; be beforehand with them, ihore in fervices 
than benefits ; it is the way to raife yourfelf. A great difin-^ 
tereftednefs makes yon as independent^ and raifes you higher 
than, the ampleft fortune : nothing finks us fo nmch as a fbnd« 
nefs for our own intereft* 

The qualities of the heart, have the greateft concern in the 
commerce of life : the underftanding does not endear uSl to 
others, and you frequently fee men very odious with grea( 
^arts i they are for giving you a good opinion of themfelves i 
they are foi^ gating an afcendant over and depreffing others. 

Though hwnilky has only been considered as a chriftian 
tirtae, it muft be owttcd to be a fecial virtue j and fo neceflary 
a one, that, without it, it is a very ticklifli matter to have tO' 
4& widi you* . It is the conceit that you have of yourfelf which 
*' Cc a makes \ 






M4 THE LADIES LlBRAl^Ts 

makes you maintain your rights mth fo niuch arrogance, anJt 
intrench on thole of other people. « 

We muft never be ftrid in. catHng any body to account* 
^ ExaA civility does not infift on all that is due to you. Do not 
be afraid of being beforehand with your friends : if you have 
a mind to be a true friend, never infift on any thing too ftiffly ; 
but that your behaviour may not be inconfiftent, as it expreilcs 
your inward difpofition,. mal^e ofton ferious rele^ons oa your 
weaknefles, and take yourfelf to pieces. This examiaatioa 
will make you entertain fentiments of humility for yourfelf and 
of indulgence with reg^ird to others. 

Be humUci witbouSkbeing baOiful. Shaitie b a fecret pride i 
and pride is an error with regard to one's own worth, and an 
injttftice with regard to what one has a mind to aj^ear to 
others. 

Reputation is an advantage very deCrable ; but it is a wtak-^ 
Xktb td court it with too much ardor, and do nodiing but with 
a view^ to it ; we ought to content ourfelves with deierving it» 
We ihould not difcourage fenfibiltty for glory i it is the fureft 
help we have tQ virtue ; but the builneik is to make choice of 
true glory. 

Accuftom yourtelf to lee what is above you witbput either 
adoration or envy ', and what is below you Vithout contempt. 
po not let the pomp of greatnefs impole on ygu ; none but 
little fouls fell down and worfhip grandeur | admiration is» orif 
due to virtue. 

To afe yourfdf to vaUie men by their proper qualities^ eonr^ 

fider 
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fider the condition of a perfon loaded with honours, dignities^ 
^and riches ; who Teems to want nothing at all, but really wants 
tvery thing, by being deftitute of true goods, of thofe internal 
qualities, that are neceiTary to the enjoyment and ufe of them : 
he TuiFers as much as if his poverty was real, fo long as he has 
the fenfe of poverty, and is wishing for more. ** There is 
nothing worfe,^' fays ohe of the ancients, " than poverty in 
die midft of riches, becaufe the evil lies in the mind/' The 
man that is in this fituation,* feels all the evils of opinion, with^ 
\out enjoying the goods of fortune } he is blinded by error, and 
tormented by his paflions : whilft a reafonable perfon, who has 
nothing at all, but fubftitutes wife and folfd re(!e£Hons to fupply 
the place of riches and honours, enjojrs a tranquillity which 
nothing' can equal : the happtiiefs of the one, and the mifery of 
die other, come only from their different manner of thinking; 

If you find yourfelf difpofed to refe;itment and revenge, ftrive 
to keep down that fentiment ; there is nothing fo mean as to 
revenge one^ felf/ If you meet with ill-treatment from any 
body, you owe them only contempt ; it is a debt eafy to be 
paid. If they have offended you only in flight matters, you 
owe diem indulgence ; but there are certain feafons in life 
when you muft meet with injuries ; feafons when the friends 
for whom you have done moft, fall foul upon and condemn 
you : in fuch a cafe, after having done all yoo can to unde- 
ceive them, do not be obfttoate in difputing with them* One 
ought to court the efteem of^ one's friends ; but when you find 
people that will only view you through their prejudices ; when 
tou have difputes with fuch hot and fiery imaginations as will 

admit 
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admit of nothing but what favours their injufticc^ 70a iofW 
nothing to do but retire, and fet your heart at reft. Oo wbs^ 
you will, you will get nothing from them* but dtlcontent. Whea 
you thus fuffer from their ill uCige and ihame of recanting^ 
comfort yourfelf in your innocence, and the afiimnce tharyoU 
have not offended. Think that if your wcnrdi was not greater 
at the time they raifed you, it is not at all Itts now they are for 
crufliing you : you ihould, without being more mortified at tt^ 
pity them^ and not be exafperated if poffihle, but lay, '^ They 
fee in a wrong light/' Confider that with good qualities 
one may at laft get over refentment and envy. Let the hopes 
you draw from virtue keep up your courage, wi be yoiu: con* 
folation. 

Do not think of revenging yourfelf any way but by ufing 
more moderation in your cdndud, than thofe that attack yoii 
have malice. None but fublime fonts are touched with die 
glory of pardoning injuries. 

Set yourfelf to deferve your own efteem, the better to confole 
yourfelf for the efteem which others deny you. You can ailovi^ 
yourfelf but one fort of vengeance ; it is that of doing good to 
fuch as have ofFended you : it is the moft exquifite revenge^ 
and the only one that is allowable : you gratify your paffion, 
and you intrench upon no virtue; Caefar has fet us an example 
of it I his lieutenant, Labienus, deferted from him at .a time 
that he ftood in moft need of him, and went over to Pcnnpey, 
leaving great riches in Caefar's camp. ^ Csefar fent diem after 
him, with a mef&ge to tell him, ^ that was the manner of 
Cafar's revenge,'* 

It 
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<^ It is prudent to make a good ufe of other people's faults, 
even when they do us mifchief ^ but very often they only begin 
the wrongSy and we finifh them ; they give us, indeed, a right 
againfl* theixifelves, but we make an ill uie of it : we arc for 
tiking too much advantage of their faults. This is an injuftice 
and a~ violence that makes the flanders-by againft us. If we 
ftf&red with moderation, all the world would be for us } and 
the faults of thofe that attack us would be doubled by oar 
patience. 

'" When you know that your friends have not treated you as 
they ought, take no notice of it ; as foon as ever you (hew that 
you perceive it, their..malignity increafes, and you give a loofe 
to their hatred: whereas, by dilTembling it, you flatter their 
fdf-love ; they enjoy the pleafure of impofing on you ; they 
f4ncy themfelves your fupcriors, as long as they are not difco* 
vered^ they triumph in your mifblce^ and feel another pleafure 
in not ruining you quite. By not letting them fee that you 
know them, you give them time to repent and come to them- 
fdves ; and there needs nothing but a feafonable piece of fer* 
vice, and a different mranner of taking things, to make them 
more attatfaed to you than ever. 

Be inviolable in your word'; but, to gain it an entire confi-* 
d^ce, remember that you muft be extremely fcrupdlous in 
keeping it. Shew your regard to truth even in things indif- 
ferent ; and confider that there is nothing fo defpicablc as to 
deviate froni it. It is ^-common faying, that lying (hews that' 
people defpife God, and ftand in fear of man ', and that the man 
wha-'fpeaks truth' and-d^es g<»od refcmbles the Deity. We' 

(hould 
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Jbould IdatvriSk avoid fwearing; the bare word of an honeft 
peribn fliould have all the credit and aodioritj of an oadi. 

P<^teiie6 is a defire of jdcafing : nature gives it, educadoa 
and the worid improve it* PoIi(ene(s is a fiipplcment to-¥irtue. . 
Tliey &j it came into the world when that daughter of heaven 
abandoned it.' In ruder times, when virtue bore a greater fway, • 
they knew left of politeneft ; it came in with v<duptuoufiiefi ; 
it is the daughter of luxurjr and delicacy. It has been difputed, 
whether it approaches neareft to vice or virtue. Without pre- 
tending to decide the queftion, or define politenels, may I be 
allowed to fpeak my fentiments of it ? I take it to be one of the , 
grealeft bonds of fociety, as it contributes moft to the peace of 
it ; it is a^reparadon to charity, and an i(nitation too of humi- 
lity. True poIitene& is modeft ; and as it aims to pleafe, it 
knows that the way to carry its point, is, to fliew that we do 
not prefer ourfidves to others, but give them the firft rank in . 
our e&ecttu. 

Pride keeps us ofF.from fociety: our felf-love gives us a 
peculiar rank, which is always difpofed . with us. Such a high 
efteem of ourfdves as makes others feel it, is almoft always 
punilbed with an univerial contempt. Politenefi is the art of 
reconciling agreeably what we owe to others, and wbdt one 
owes to one's felf ; for thefe duties have their bounds, which, ' i 

when they exceed,'it is flattery with regard to others, and pride 
with regard to yburfelf s it is the moft feducing quality in 
nature. 

The moft polite perfons have generally a good deal of fweet* 

neft in their converiationi and engaging qualities : it is the gir- 

^ die 
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die of Venus ; it fets o(F, and gives graces and charms to all 
that wear it ; and with it you cannot fail to pleafe. 

There are feveral degrees of politenefs. You carry it to a 
higher point, in proportion to the delicacy of your way of 
thinking : it diftinguiQies^ itfielf in all* your behaviour,, in your 
converfation, and even in your fdence. 

Perfect; poTitenefs forbids us to difplay our parts and talents* 
with afiurance ;. it even borders upon cruelty ; to (hew one's 
felf happy, when, we have certain misfortunes before our eyes. 
Converiation ra the worrd is enough to polifh our outward 
behaviour >. but there muft be a good deal of delicacy to form 
a politenefs of mind. A nice politenefs, formed with art and 
tafte, will make the world excufe you a great many filings, and 
improve your gpod qualities. Such as are defective in point 
of behaviour, have the greater need of folid qualities, and make 
flow advances in .gaining a reputation. la a word, politeneis 
cofls but little, and is of vaft advantage. 

Silence always becomes a young perfon ; there fs a modeffjr 
and dignity ia keeping it ;. you fit in judjgment upon others^ 
and run no hazard yourfelf : but guard yourfelf againft a proud 
and inlultiag fifence; itfliould be the refult of your prudence,, 
and not the confequence of your pride, fiut as there is na 
holding our peace always,, it is fit for us to know that the pvitif^ 
cipal rule fo^ fpeaking well is to think welL 

When your notions are clear and diftin£(, your difcourfe wilt 
he fo too i let a proper dbcorum and modefty run through them. 
In aU your difcourfes pay a regard to received cuftoms and 

D d pre* 
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prejudices; expreffions declare the fentiments of the heart, and 
the fentiments form the behaviour. 
' Be particularly careful not to fet up for a joker ; it is an ill 
part to a£l| and, by making others laugh, we feldom make our« 
felves efteemed. Pay a great deal more attention to others 
than to yourfelf, and think how to fet them out rather thaa to 
ihine yourfelf: we (bould learn how to liften to other people's 
difcourfe, and not betray, an abfence of mind either by our eyes 
or our manner. Never dwell upon Tories : if you thatlce to 
tell any, do it in a genteel and dofe manner ; let what you &y 
be new, or at leaft give a dew turn. The world is full of 
people, that are dinnirfg things into your ears, without fayirtg 
any thing to entertaiii the mind. Whenever we (peak^ we 
0iould take care either to pleale or inflrud ; whtn you call for 
ibe attention of the company, jrou {hduld make them amends 
hj the agrebablenefi of what you iay : an faldiiTerent diibourfe 
cannot be too fhort« 

You may approve what you hear, but flioiild very feldom 
iidmire it : admiratibn is proper to blockheads. Never let your 
difcourie have an air of art and cunning ; the greateft prudence 
lies in fpbakin^ little, and (hewing more diffidence of one's felf 
than of other people. An upright conduct, and a reputation 
lor probity, gain more confidence and efteem, and, at the long*, 
run, more advantages too in point of fortune, than any by-ways» 
Nothing makes you to worthy of the greateft matter*, and raifes 
you to much above others, as an exa^ probity. 

Ute yourfelf to treat your fervancs with kindhefi add huma- 
nity. 



mtfi R.-is.a %ing of om of die^aacieoU) ^^ that we ought ta 
,fau£4» ^tam 9» Moh^^y fri^^nds/' Remember Uuut the kaQ: 
diffcmce faeeiiicpQ yi9^ md them is owing^ merely to chance ; 
never make them uneaiy in tbeir ftMe of Ufp, or add weight to 
^b^:^m\^^<f it. Tjhere is n(3^ng fo jptoorand mean ;iS't9 be 
hn^gftty'tf^my body, that.is ia ypur femce. 

a^fim u& any bftf Ai iangjc^ge.; it fliould never cpme out of 
Ae; nmtffb of a delicate, and polite perfon. Servitude being 
ftttM-ifttf^pp^fi^Wi to the. natund eqi^ality of mankind^ it ba- 
Mcan» us t& fef^ it, Wl^t right haue we to expe^ ourXery' 
itfitdf fiKmid .he withpujt faults, when- we. are giving thom in- 
fiances every day of our own ? Let us rather bear with theqi. 
Ififhm ypfiibfiiW-ycmr&if in'aU,ypiir hupiqurs.and fits of paffioii 
Cfqr'«W^tQft^;]ay;.oiUrftlve^;opfin before.our f^rvants}) how do 
. fm^(6»g^ yQvfelf (p tbemJ Gan ypu have any rigjxt after- 
WUtdSi^ fyfVfimaM thetn? Ajneao famibarity with them jfi^ 
iiidfifid^ eyerto. }^;avoi€|ed ; h^t you ower them afffl^nccjadvice^ 
apdrfai^QtieS} fiiilable.toitbeir Qpnditionand wants. 

Qnftflwwld^keepwp.aHtbwty.inonets family, vbut it fhould 
be a mild authority. We fhould not, indeed, always threaten 
without punifhing, for fear of bringing our threats into con- 
tempt ; but we fhould not cdl in authority till perilisrfion has 
failed. Remember ^that hitniamty^aad chrifli^ity put all the 
world on the faoi^^fooil;: 7|^rimpQ||9nce and heat of youth, 
joined to the falfe no^iAii t^i«^ ^^ve .ywjat yourfelf, make yoa 
look upon your /ervaots aSi.ore^lsa^s^of a different (peciess 
but how contrary AcedbdhliMacipients to the modefty that ypu 
owe. to yourfelf, and the humanity you pwe toothers. 

D d 2 Nettr 
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Never relith or encourage the flattery of fervantfi ; and, H 
prevent the impreffion which their Owning fpeeches, ffcquently 
repeated, aay make upon you, conlider that they are ilireliags 
paid to fetve your wcakncfles and pride. 

If, by misfortuoe, daughter, you fliould not Ibittic fit to follow 
my advice and precepts, though they be loft upon you, thoy 
will fliil be afefxA to myfcdf, as laying me under new obligations. 
TheTc reflexions are ircfh engagements to me to exert myMf 
in the way of virtue* I fortify my reafon even againft myCeVi 
for I am now under a neceffity of following ity or elfe I expofe 
myfelf to the {iame of baving known i^ and yet been 61fe 
to it. 

. There is nothing, xny daughter, more morti^ng than to 
write upon fubjefh ihat put me in mind of all my £uilts : ^ 
laying ibem open to you, I give up my right to reprimand ysq ; 
I furniOi you with arms againft myfelf. And I allow you freely 
to ufe them, if you fee any vices in me inconfillcnt with the 
virtues that I rec(»nmend to ycfu ; for all advice and precepts 
tnat authority, when they are not fupported by sample;. 
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LOVE AND HONaUR, 



A PASTORAL^ 



1 .' . 



By WILLIAM SHENSTONE, Efq. 



1 TOLD my nymph^ I told her true^ 
My fieldsi were, fmall, my flocks were feW| 
While faultVlng accents (poke my fear9 
That Flavia majj^ not prove fmcere* 



n. 



Of crops deftroyM by vernal cold. 
And vagrant Iheep, that left miy fold ; 
Of the(e ihe heard, yet bore to hear ^ 
And is not Flavia, then, fincere i 



How 



•H 



TWb lA^imt i,iint.AiLri 



« 

H0W9 diatig'd by fortune's fickle windr 
The firiendf I lov'd becape mikta^ ; 
She heard, and (bed a genVous tear 1 
And is noc Fhyk^ thcot fincere i 

IV. 

HoWf If (he deign'd my love to blefi. 
My Flavia muft.not hope for drefe ; 
This, too, (he heard, and fnurd to hear 1 
And Flavia fure muft be fincere* 



V. 



Gc^ (hear ypur flocks, ye Jovidiwabti 
Go, reap the plenty of your plains : 
Defpoird of all which you revere, ^ 
I know my Fkivia's love incere. ' 
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THE BAOLS AHO^TBErAS&£JtfBLY:il>iF:iMRD8# 



TO HER |tOY4I« HIGHNESS 

THE PRINCESS *O^F WAI/ES. 



«> 
# > 



JL HE moial lay^ to boautjr d|i^ 
I write, fair rxnrAr nr/i to you ; 
Well pleased to hope ny vaomthoinrs 
Have been employed to Arccten yours. 

Be 



Truth 
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Truth under BStion I impart. 
To weed out folly from the heart. 
And fhew the paths, that lead aftray 
The wand'ring nymph from wifdom's way. 

I flatter none* The great and good 
Are by their a£lions underftood ; 
Your monument, if adiions raife, 
Shall I deface by idle praife ? 
I echo not the voice of fame. 
That dwells delighted on your name ; 
Her friendly tale, however true, 
Were flatt'ry, if 1 4o\d it you. 

The proud, the envious, and the vain, 
The jiltj the prude, demand my ftrain i 
To thefe, detefting praife, I write. 
And vent, in charity, my fpite i 
With friendly hand I hold the glafs 
To all, promifcuous as they pafs ; 
Should folly there her likenefs view, 
I fret not that the mirror's true ; 
If the fantaftic form ofltrnd, 
I made it not, hut would amend. 

Virtue, in every clime and age. 
Spurns at the folly-foothing page ; 
While fatife, that oiFend^ the. ear 
Of vice and paiBoo^ pleafes b^r,' . 

Premifmg this, your anger :ipare. 
And claim the fabk, y0U| who dare. 

The 
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^he birds in^place, by fadions prcfs'd. 
To Jupiter their pray'rs addrefs'd 5 
By fpecious Kes the ftate was vex'd. 
Their cotiniels libellers perplexed ; 
They begg'd (to flop feditious tongues} 
A gn^rious hearing of their wrongs. 
Jove grants their fuit. The eagle fate. 
Decider" of the grand debate. 

The pye, to truft and ppwV preferr'd. 
Demands permiffion to be heard. 
Says he, prolixity of phrafe ^ 
You know I hate. This libel (ays, 
^ Some birds there are, who, prone to noife, 
^ Are hir'd to filence wifdom*s voice; 
<< And fkiird to chatter out the hour, 
*• Rife by their emptine(s to pow'r.** 
That this is aim'd direft at me. 
No doubts you'll readily agree ; 
Yet ^ell this fage aflembly knows, 
By parts to government I rofe ; 
My prudent counfels prop the ftate ; 
Magpies were never known to prate* 

The kite rofe up. His honeft heart 
In virtue's fufPrings bore a part. 
Th^t there were birds of prey he knew ; 
So fiur the libeller iaid true. 
** Voracious, bold, to rapine prone, 
*< Who knew no int'reft but their own ; 

E c 2 « Who, 
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« Wh6i h^vVing: o'er the fewriwr*^ yaidj 
" Nor pfgcon, chick, n<W chickling fjttrMr' 
This might b«-trtie, but if appfyM 
To him, rntfothi thefflafndVtff Ij^U 
Sinde Ignorance dldn mfght bt mUed, 
Such things, ht thdughty vv^fe befr ufifiid* 
The crow was vex'd. Ai jeR^r-^orH 
He flew acrofs the neW fown cdrn, 
A fcreaming boy WiS fbt for payj 
He knew, fo drive' the cf bwS aW»jr : 
Scandal bad found hffri odt in ttTf n^ 
And bua^z'd abroad, that crdWs iov6'c6rty«^ 

The oWl afr6fe, with foJettm face. 
And thus hafangu'd upoh tbecaifc. 
That fnagpies prate, it triiijr be ti^ue$ 
A kite niay be vbracious tdb; 
Crows fometimes deal in newfoWn p^tk^ 
He libels not, who ftrikeS atf thtfe ) 
The flandePs h^it*-^ Blit thef«aWMi*y 
<< Whofe wifdoTti lies ill la#k«, iUJt W#ld9 1 
« Bluna*i-ert, Who level in tlW'dafky 
« And'alW^yirihbbtbfcnaeihdWftrk/^ 
He narriey ndt me 5 but, thefe arlShinl^ 
Which martiftft at whom hi? ftjtttrtti | ♦ 
I wfere ind^d thatt blund'rirtg fbvrt> 
, To queftion if he meanf aA-'oi*4» 

Ye w^tfchiisi heftc6'! th(«-liagte'Ci4M | • 
^Tis totifcicttcei cohftlertt^v <l««-«i>piles/j . 



The 
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The virtuous mmd takes no alartn, 
Secur'd by innocence from harm ; 
While guilt, and his aflbciate feari 
Are ftaitled at the paiEng air. , 
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F A B X E n. 



THE PANTHE&i THE HOESEy AND OTHEE BEASTS^ 



X HE man, who fecks to win the fair, 

(So cuftom fays) muft truth forbear 4 

Muft fawn and^fiatter*. cringe zhiiiep 

And raife the goddefs to the flcy ; 

For truth is hateful to her ear, 

A rti4ehefs which file cannot bfear— — 

A rudenefs ?— Yes— I fpeak my thoughts 5 \ 

For trutl^ upbraids her with her feults. 

How wretched, Cloe, then am I, 
Who love you, and yet cannot lie ; 
And ftill, to make you lefs my friend, 
I ftrive your errors to amend i 
But (hall the fenfelefs fop impart 
The fofteft paffion to your heart; 
While he, who tells you honeft truth. 
And points to happinefs your youth. 
Determines, by his care, his lot. 
And lives negledled, and forgot ? 

Truft me, my dear, with greater eafe, 
Your tafte for flatt'ry I could pleafe i 



1 



And 



i 

J 
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And fimitres in each dull line, 

Like glow-worms in the dark, (hould (hinc. 

What, if I fay your lips difclofe 

The frelhnefi of the opening rofe ? 

Or that your cheeks are beds of iIow^rs> ' 

Enripen'd by refrefhing fhow'rs? 

Yet certain as thefe fiow'rs (hall fade. 

Time ev*ry beatuty will invade. 

The butterfly of various hue. 

More than the flower refembles yoos ' 

Fair, fluttering, fickle, bufy thing, 

To pleafure ever on the wing ; . 

Gayly coquetting for an hour, 

To die, and ne'er be thought of more. 

• • • # • 

Would you the bloom of youth {hould laft ? 

*Tis virtue that muft bind it faft s 

An eafy carrialge, wholly free 

From four refervei or levity ; 

Good«natur'd mirth, an open heart. 

And looks uhfkiird in any art ; 

HumiIity,"enough to own 

The frailties, which a friend makes known. 

And decent pi-ide, enough to know 

The worth that virtue can beftow. 

Thefe are the charms which ne'er decay,' 
Tho* youth and beauty fade away j 
And time, which all things elfe removes, 
Still heightens virtue, and imjpro ves. 

You'll 
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You'll frown, and aik to what intenty 
This blui)t addrdis to yon is fent I 1 

I'll fpare the queftion, and confeis 
I'd praife you, if I lov'd you lefs | 
But rail, be angryy or complaiiif 
I will be rude,' while you are rain. 

Beneath a lion's peaceful reign^ 
When beafts met friendly on the plaiOf 

A fianther, of majeftic -port, ' 

(The vsiatA^ feoale.of the court) 
With fpotted iki% and eyes of fire^ 
Fill'd ev'ry botbm with defire ; 
Where'er (he mov^d, afervile croud 
Of fawning creaturescrujig'd and J)Ow^<) ; 
Aflemblies^v'ry weeL ibe lield, 
( Like modern belles) t with coxoppabs: filled. 
Where noife, and nonien(e, and grimace. 
And lies and fcandal,ffill'd thc^place. 

Behold . tb^ gay,^ iaotaftic thi^g, 
Encircled by theipacions nog ; 
Low bowing, with important look. 
As firft in rank, the monkey fpoke* 
^ Gad take me, madam, but I fweaty 

^ No angel ever look'd fo fair-—* \ 

^ ^^ Foigive my rudeneis, bi^t I vow, i 

^^ You were not quite divine till now, i 

<< Thofe limbs ! thatihape ! and then diofc eyes^ \ 

^ O clQfe thciPi ot the^gascr dies P^ 

?Nay,^ 
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« Niy^ gentlcppug; for goodtfefi, hufhV 
*« I vowi ^d fw€*r, yOU'iiiake me" filufl! ; 
" I fliall be angry at ttiiS*riiie^aA«-a. 
« *Tis fo liMe ftatf ry, vrhicH r Hate/' 

The fa*j in deeper ctfnttJng iJ^ehMi- 
The beauties- oF hrer mind reSiekrs*d, 
And talkM of tatowtetlgei fiffe, atidiShfe, 
To whicfcf tHe fkhr hkVe nfidft pretence 5 
Yet well be kttfeiv th«m'alwfffs*^^airt 
Of what^tfifey ftriv^e iwr fb^tkfrt^ 
And play'd fa^cBntfin^ly hir patt^ 
That pugcwas! rrv^ird ift his att. 

Tfargf6iaravo^*d'Mjf atft'rbufirflafitfey 
. And burnt— for vfrhar hriiarft n6t fl^trte ; 
Yet hop'xf d^ttteeiifrgj iln elite' wood' 
Miglk iaAk^ii{rit6fliiSag^undetdx)dd^ 

Half angry at the bold addrefs, 
She frown'd ; but yet (he muft confefS)' 
Such beauties might inflame his blood, 
But ftill his phrafe wa^ foqiewhat rude. 

The hog he^n^lt^l'1hdM:h admir'd ; 
The formal a«P H^ (*«ttfcfi ft 'd J 
While all toYccd hcrfdHf ftrove, 
Aod by their prail^s (hSl^dPli'er love. 

The horfe, whofe glKn'rotes heart difdain'd 
Applaufe, by fervile flatt'ry gain'd. 
With graceful courage, filence brokey 
And thus with indignation (poke. 

F f When 
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When fiatt'ring monlceys hwn and prate, 
They juftly raife contempt, or hate j 
For merit's turn'd to ridicule, 
Applauded bj the grinning fo<^ 
The artful fox your wit commends. 
To lure you to his fel&lh ends i 
From the vile flatt'rer turn awa^ 
For knaves mslce friendfhipfi to betray. 
Difmifs the train of fope and fooli. 
And learn to live by wifdom's rules. 
Such beauts might the lion vfmatj 
Did not your folly break the charm ; 
For who would court that lovely flupC) 
To be the rival of an ape ? 

He laid ; and fiwrtjog in difdain, 
Spurn'd at the croud, and Ibught the pUk.- 
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F A B L E m. 

The kiohtinoale and glow-worm. 



X H E prudent nymph, whofe cheeks difclpre 
The i'liyy and die blulhing rofe, 
From public view her charms will fcreen, . 
And rardy in the croud be feeni 
This fimple tniA Ihall keep her wife, 
« The &ircft fruits attraft the flies." 

One night, a glow-worm, proud and vain, 
Contemplating h«r glttt'ring train> 
Cry*d, Ture there never was in nature 
So elegaot. To fine a creature i 
AU Mher iarc£b that I fee, 
The fhig^ ant, indufliious bee. 
Or elk-worm, with contempt I view i 
With all that leWy mechanic crew. 
Who fcryilely tbcic lives emploj 
In buliiie&, enemy "to joy. 
Mean, vulgar herd ! ye are ray fcorn. 
For grandeur only I was bom ; 
Or fure am ffvung from race divine. 
And plac*d on eanb to live and fliine. 
Fft 
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Thofe lights, that fparkle Co on high. 
Arc but the glow-worms of the flcy, 
And Icings on C9rth their gems admire, 
Becaufe they imitate my tire. 

She rpoke. Attentive on a fpray, 
A nightingale forbore his lay ; 
' He faw ,the fluning mor fel near^ 
And flew, dire£led by the glare ; 
Awhile he gaz'd withfobcr loo|c. 
And thus the trembling pr^y be(pokc. 

Deluded fool, with pride elate, 
Know, 'tis thy beau,tjr brings thy htfi ; 
Lcfs dazzling, long (h(ju piight'ft hav^Iajij 
Unheeded oq the velvet plain j 
Pride, foon or late, degr^^ mourns, 
'And beauty wrecks, w^om Qie adorns. 
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FABLE TV. 



HYMEW AN1> DEATH. 



Sixteen, d> % ? Nay, then ^tls time— _ 

Another year deftroys your prime. 

But ftay— The fettlement ! « That's mack.'^ 

Why then's my fimple girl afraid ? 

Yet hold a moment, if you cany 

And heedfully the fa)>Ie fcan* 

The i&fades were fled^ the morning bluih'd^ 
The winds were in their caverns huflx'd, 
When Hymen, penfive and fedate. 
Held o'er the fields his mufing gait» 
Behind him, through the greenwood lhade> 
Death's meagre form the god furvey'd y 
Who quickly with gigantic ftride. 
Outwent his pace, and join'd his fide.^ 
The chat on various fubjeds ran. 
Till angry Hymen thus began^ 

Relentle(s Death, whofe iron fway 
Mortals relu£bnt muft obey ;. 
Still of thy pow'r (hall T complain,. 
And thy too partial hand arraign i 

When 
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When Cupid brings a pair of hearts. 
All over ftuck with equal darts. 
Thy cruel fliafts my hopes deride. 
And cut the knot, that Hymen ty'd* 

Shall not the bloody, aod-the bold, 
The mifer, hoarding i|p his gold. 
The harlot, reeking frdm the ftew^ 
Alone thy fell revenge purfue i 
But muft the gentle and the kind. 
Thy fury, undiflinguifli'd, find ? 
The monarch calmly thus reply'd ; 
Weigh well the caufe, and then decide. 
That friend of yours, you lately nam*ci, 
Cupid, alone is to be blam'd ; 
Then let the charge be juftly laid ; 
That idle boy neglects his trade^ 
And hardly once in twenty years, 
A couple to your temple bears. . 
The wretches, whom your office blends, 
Silenus now, or Phitus fends ; 
Hence care, and bitternefs, and ftrife, 
Are common to the nuptial life. 

Believe me ; more than all mankind. 
Your vot'ries my compaifion find ; 
Yet cruel am I call'd, and bafe. 
Who feek the wretched to releafe j 
The captive from his bonds to free^ 
Indiuoluble, but for me. 



Tk 
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'Tis I entice him to the yolce j 
By mc your crouded altars fmoke ; 
For mortals boldly dare the noofe, 
Secure diatpcath will fettben loofe. 



FA- 
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FABLE V. 



THE POET AND HIS PATRON. 



Why, Cclia, is your fprcading waift 
So loofe, fo negligently lacM ? 
Why muft the wrapping bed-gown hide 
Your fnowy bofom's fwclling pride ? 
How ill that dre($ adorns your head, 
Di&z\n%^3ni Tvmfftd frtab, ihe bed ! 
Thofe clouds, ttetilttde yiMir blooming face, 
A little water mighttd^plat^ 
As nature cv'ry morn btftows 
The cryftal dew to cleanfe the rofc. 
Thofe treflfes, as the raven b]ack. 
That wav'd in ringlets down your back, 
Uncomb'd, and injured by negled, 
Deftroy the face, which once they deck'd* 

Whence this forgctfulnefs of drefs ? 
Pray, madam, are you marry'd ? Yes, 
Nay, then indeed the wonder ceafes. 
No matter now how loofe your drefs is ; 
The end is won, your fortune's made, 
Your fifter now may take the trade. 



Alas! 
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Alas ! what pity 'tis to find 
This fault in half the female kind ! 
From hence proceed ayerfion, ftrife^ 
And all that fours the wedded life. 
Beauty can only point the dart, 
'Tis neatnefs guides it to the heart ; 
Let neatnefs then, and beauty flrive . 
To keep a wav'ring flame alive. . 

'Tis harder far (you'll find it true) 
To keep the conqueft, than fubdue % 
Admit us once behind the fcreen^ 
What is there farther to be feen ? 
A newer face may raife the flame, 
But ev'ry woman is the fame. 

Then ftudy chiefly to improve 
The charm, that fix'd your hufband's love ; 
Weigh well his humour. Was it drefs. 
That gave your beauty pow*r to blefs ? 
Purfue it ftiU ; be neater feen j 
'Tis always frugal to be clean % 
So (hall you keep alive defire, 
JVnd time's fwift wing Oiall 6n the fire. 

In garret high (as fiories fay) 
A poet fung his tuneful lay ; 
So foft, fo fmooth his verfe, you'd fwear^ 
Apollo, and the Mufes there ; 
Thro' all the town his praifes rung. 
His fonuets at the playhoi^fe fung ; , 

^ G g High 
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High waving o'er bis labVing head, 
The godde6 Want her pinions ipread, 
And with poetic furj fir'd 
What Phcebus hintly had inipir'd. 

A noble youth, of tafte and wit, 
Approv'd the fprightlj things be writ. 
And fought him in his cobweb dome, 
Dlfcharged his rent, and brought him homeV 

Behold him at the ftately board. 
Who, but the poet, and my lord ! 
Each day delicioufly he dines. 
And greedy quaffs the gen'rous wines \ 
His fides were plump, his (kin was fleek. 
And plenty wanton'd on his cheek ; 
Aftoniih'd at the change fo new. 
Away th' infptring goddcfs flew. 

Now, dropt for politics and news, 
Neglefled lay the drooping mufe ; 
Unmindful whence his fortune came. 
He ftifled. the poetic flame ; 
Nor tale, nor fonnet, for my lady, 
Lampoon, nor epigram was ready. 

' With juft contempt his patron (aws 
(Refolv'd his bounty to withdraw) 
And thus, with anger in his look. 
The late-repenting fool .befpoke. 

Blind to the good that courts thee grown^ i 

Whence has the fan of favour ihone ? ' 

' . Delighte4 ' 
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Delighted with diy tuneful art, 
Kfteem was growing in my heart, - ■ 
But idly thou reje£t'ft the charm, 
That gave it t»rth> and kept it warm. 

Unthinking tooia alone dcfpife 
The arts, that taught them firft to rife. 



Gg a 
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FABLE VI. 

THE WOLF, THE SH££P> AND THE LAMB. 

-L'UT Y demands, the parent's voice 
Should bn&ify the daughter's choices 
In that is due obedience ihewn -, 
To choofe belongs to her alone. 

May horror feize hisemidnight hour. 
Who builds Dpon a parent's pow'r,' 
And claims, by purchafe vile and bafe. 
The loadilng maid for his embrace ; 
Hence virtue fickens ; and the breaft. 
Where peace had built her downy neft. 
Becomes the troubled feat of care. 
And pines with anguifb and deipair. 

A wolf, rapacious, rough, and bold, 
Whofe nightly plunders thin'd the fold, 
Contemplating bis ill-fpent life. 
And cloy'd with thefts, would take a wife. 
His purpofe known, the (avage race. 
In numerous crouds, attend the place i 
For why ? a mighty wolf he was. 
And held dominion in his jaws. 



Her 
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Her fav'rite whelp each mother brought^ 
And humbly his alliance fought ;^ 
But cold by age, or elfc too nice, 
None found acceptance in his eye$« 

It happen'd^ as at early dawn, 
He folitary crofs'd the lawn, 
Stray'd from the fold, a fportive lamb 
Skip'd wanton by her fleecy dam ; 
When Cupid, foe to man and bcaft, 
Difcharg'd an arrow at his breaft. 
The timVous breed the robber knew, 
And trembling o*er the meadow flew 5 ^ 

Their nimbleft fpeed the wolf overtook. 
And courteous, thus the dam befpoke. 
Stay, faireft, and fufpend your fear, 
Truft me, npenemyis near; 
Thefe jaws, in flaughtcr oft imbru'd, 
At length have known enough of blood. 
And kinder buflnefs brings me now, 
Vanquifli'd at beauty's feet to bow. 

You have a daughter Sweet, fergivc 

A wolfs addrefs— — In her I live j 
Love from her eye like lightning came. 
And fet my marrow all on flame ; 
Let your confent confirm my choice, 
Aod ratify our nuptial joys. 
Me ample wealth and powV attend, 
Wide o'er the plains my realms extend; 

Wbat 
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What midnight robbor dare invade 
The fold, if I the guard aa made ? 
At home the ihepherd's cur ipay flee()^ 
While I fecure his mailer's (beep. 
Diicourfe like this attention cls^m'd ; 
Grandeur the mother's breaft inflam'd I 
Now fearleds bj.his fide (he walk'd, 
Of fettlements and jointures talk'd i 
Fropos'dy and doubled her demands 
Of flow'ry fieldS) and turnip-lands. 
The wolf agrees. Her bofom fwells ; 
To mifi. her happy fate (he tells. 
And of the grand alliance vain, 
Contemns her kindred of the plain. 

The loathing lamb with horror heafSj 
And wearies out her dam with pray'rs ^ 
But all IB vain i mama beft knew. 
What unexperienced girls ihpuld do ; 
So, to the neighb'ring meadow carry'dj 
A formal afs the couple marry'd. 

Torn from the tyrant mother's fide^ 
The trembler goes, a vi£tim-bride, 
Reludant meets the rude enibrace,^ 
And bleata aniong the howling r^gi?. 
With horror oft her eye^b^old 
Her murder'd kindred of ^ fold i 
Each day a fifter-Iamb is ferv'd. 
And at the gluttpn's table carv'd i 
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The craflbing bpne be grinds for food, 
And flakes bis tbirft with ftreaming bIoo4. 
X-ove, who the cruel mind detefts, 
And lodges but in gentle breafts, 
Was now no more. Enjoyment paft, 
The favagc hungered for the fcaftj 
But (as we find in human race, 
A ma(k cpnceajs the villain's face) 
Juftice mufl authorise the treat ; 
Till then he long'd, but durfl not eat, 
, As forth he waik'd, in queft of prey,- 
The hunters met him on the way ; 
Fear wings his flight ; the n^arfh he fought, 
The fnufEng do^s are fet at fatilt. 
Jlis flomach baulk'd, now banger gnaws. 
Howling he grinds his empty jaws; , 
Food mufl be hadr-^— and lamb is nigh i 
His maw invokes the fraudful lye» 
Is this (diiTembling rage, he cry'd^ 
The gentle virtue of a bride ? 
That, leagu'd with man's deftroying races, 
She fets her bufband for t^ chace i 
By treach'ry prompts the noify hound. 
To fcent his footftq}s on Hie ground I 
Thou trait'refs vile I for this thy blood 
{Shall glut thy rage, and dye the wood I 

So faying^ on the lan^ be flies, 
Pen^b bis jaws the Y'fSdm djei* 
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FABLE VIL 



THE GOOSE AND THE SWAKS. 



I HATE the face, however fair. 
That carries an aflFeded ^r j 
The lifping tone^ the Ihape conftrainM, 
The ftudy'd look, the paffion feign'd. 
Are fopperies, which only tend 
To injure what they ftrive to mend. 
With what fuperior grace enchants 
The face which nature's pencil paints ! 
Where eyes, unexercis'd in art, 
Glow with the meaning of the heart I 
Where freedom and good humour fit. 
And eafy gaiety and wit ! 
Tho' perfe<Sk beauty be not there. 
The matter lines, the finifli'd air. 
We catch from ev'ry look delight. 
And grow enamour'd at the fight ; 
For beauty, tho* we all approve. 
Excites our wonder, more than love. 
While the agreeable ftrikes fure. 
And gives the wounds, we cannot cure* 
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Why then, my Ainoret, this care. 
That forms you, in effect, lefs fair ? 
If nature on your cheek beflows 
A bloom, that emulates the rofe. 
Or from fome heav'niy image drew 
A form, Apelles never knew. 
Your ill-judg*d aid will you impart^ 
And fpoil by meretricious art? 
Or Tiad you, nature's error, come 
Abortive from the ihother's womb, 
' Your forming care (he ftill rejedls. 
Which only heightens her defefts. 
When fuch of glittVing jewels proud. 
Still prefs the foremoft in the croud. 
At ev'ry public fliow are feen. 
With look awry, and aukward mien. 
The gaudy drefs attraSs the eye. 
And magnifies deformity. . 

Nature may underdo her part, 
But feldom wants the help of art ; 
Truft her, (he is your fureft friend. 
Nor made your form for you to mend. 

A goofe, affedled, empty, vain, 
The fbrilleft of the cackling train. 
With proud and elevated creft. 
Precedence claimM above the reft* 

Says (he, I laugh at human race. 
Who fay, geefe hobble in their pace ; 

Hh Look 
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Look here !— rthe (land'rous lie dete£t ; . 
Not h;(ughty man is fo eredt. 
That peacock yonder ! lord, how vain 
The creature's of his gaudy train ! 
If both were ftript^ Pd pawn my wor(j>> 
A goofe would be the finer bird^ 
Nature, to hide her own defecSts, 
Her bungled work with fin'ry decks ; 
Were geefe fet ofF with half that (boW| 
Would men admire the peacock ? No. 

Thus vaunting, crofs the mead (he ftallpn 
The cackling breed attend her walks. 
The fun 0)ot down his noon tide beams, 
The fwans were fporting in the ftreams i 
Their fnowy plumes, and ftately pride 
Provok'd her fplecn. Why, there, fl^c c^:y*(J 
Again, what arrogance we fee ! 
Thofe creatures ! how they mimic me ! 
Shall ev'ry fowl the waters flcim, • 
Becaufe we geefe are known to fwim j 
Humility they foon (hall learn, 
And their own emptinefs difcern. 

So faying, with extended ^ings, 
Lightly upon the waves flic fprings, 
Her bofom fwells, (he fpreads her plumes,. 
And the fwan's ftately creft afliimes. 
Contempt and mockery enfu'd, 
^nd burfts of laughter (hook the floods 
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A fwah, fuperior to the reft, 
Sprung forth, and thus the fool addrefs'd* 
Conceited thing ! date with pride. 
Thy affeflition all deride J 
Thefe airs thy aukwardnefs impart. 
And Ihow thee plainly is diou art< 
Among thy equals of the flock. 
Thou hadft efcap'd the public mock^ 
And as thy parts to good conduce, 
Been deem'd an honeft hobbling goofe. 

Learn hence, to ftudy wifdom's rules j 
Know, foppery's the pride of foolsf 
And flriving nature to conceal. 
You only her defers reveal. 
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FABLE yill. 

THE LAWYER AND JUSTICE, 

Ju O V E ! thou di vineft good below. 
Thy pure delights few mortals know. 
Our rebel hearts thjj fway difown, 
While tyrant luft ufurps thy throne J 
The*bounteous god of nature made 
The fcxes for each other's aid ; 
Their mutual talents to employ, 
To leffen ills, and heighten joy. 
To weaker womtn he aflign'd 
That foft'Aiiig gehtlenefs of mind, 
That caa with fympathy impart 
Its likenefe to the rougheft heart s 
Her eyes with magic pow'r endu*d. 
To fire the dull, and awe the rude. 
His rofy fingers on her face 
She'd lavifh ev'ry blooming grace j 
And ftanip'd (perfection to difplay) 
His mildeft image on her clay. 

Man, a£tive, refolute, and bold, 
jEIe fafhion'd in a diff'rent mould. 
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With ufeful arts his mind informed, 
His bread with iiobler paffiom wana'd ; 
He gave him knowledge^ tafte, and fede. 
And courage for the fair's delence* 
Her frame, refifUdls to each wrong* 
Demands protedion from the ftrong ; 
To man (be flies when fear alarms. 
And claims the temple of his arm9. 
By nature's author thus declared 
The woman's fov'reign and her'guard. 
Shall man, by treach'roas wile, invade 
The weakneis, he was meant to aid i 
While beauty, given to infpire 
Proteding love, and (oft deiire. 
Lights up a wild fire in the heart, 
And to its own breaft points the dart. 
Becomes the fpoiler's bafe pretence 
To triumph over innocence ? 

The wolf, diat tears the timVous flieep. 
Was never fct the fold to keep j 
Nor was the tyger, or the pard. 
Meant the benighted trav'lers guard $ 
But man, the wildeft.beaft of prejc, 
Wears friendibip's femblance to betray ; 
His ftrength againft tho weak employs. 
And where he fhould protect, deftroys* 

Kaft twdve o'clock, the watchman cry'd, 
(lis brief the ftudious lawyer ply 'd i 

The 
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The sdl-prevailing fee lay nigh^ 
The earaeft of to morrow's lie; 
Sudden the furious winds arife. 
The jarring cafement (hatter'd flies $ 
The doors admit a hollow found. 
And rattling from their hinges bound; 
When Juftice in a blaze of light 
Reveal'd her radiant form to fight. 

The wretch with thrilling horror (hook, 
Loofe ev'ry joint, and pale his look j 
Not having ieen her in the courts^ 
Or found her mentioned in reports. 
He aflc'd, with fault'ring tongue, her name'. 
Her errand there,- and whence (he came? * 

Sternly the white-fob*d (hade replfig 
(A crimfon glow her viiage dy'd) 
Can'ft thou be doubtful who I am ? 
Is Juftice grown (b ftrange a name ? 
Were not your courts for Juftice rais'd ? 
'Twas there of old my altars Uaz'd. 
My guardian thee did I cleSt^ 

My iacred temple to proted, 

* 

That thou and all thy venal tribe 
^Should fpurn the gpddefs for a bribe i 
Aloud the ruin'd cUent cries, 
Juftice has neither ears, nor eyes ! 
In foul alliance with the bar^ 
'Gainft me tl\e judge denounces war^ 
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And rarely ifiues his decree. 
But with* intent to baffle me. 

She paused. Her breaft with fury burnM^ 
The trembling lawyer thus returned. 
I own the charge is juftly laid, 
And weak tb* excufe that can be made | \ 

Yet fearch die ipacious globe, and fee 
If all mankind are not like me. 
The gQwn^nian fkill'd in Romifli lies^ 
By faith's ialfe glafs deludes our eyes. 
O'er condcience rides widiout controul) 
And robs the man, to fave his foul. 

The dodlor, with important facei 
By fly defipn, miftakes the cAfe^ 
Prefcribes, and fpjns out the difeafe^ 
To trick the patient of his fees. 
The foldier, rough with many a (car. 
And red with flaughter, leads the war } 
If he a nation's truft betrky, 
The foe has oiFer'd double p.iy. 

When vice o'er all mankind prevails^ 
And weighty int'reft turns the fcales, 
Muft I be better than the reft, 
And harbour Juftice in my breaft I 
On one fide only take the fee. 
Content with poverty and thee ? 

Thou blind to fenfe, and vile of mind| 
Th' exafperated ihade rejoin'd. 

If 
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If virtue from the world is flown, 
Will others feulM cxcufc thy own? 
For fickly fouls the pried was ma4^ 
Pbyficians for the body's aid. 
The foldier guarded liberty, 
Man woman, and the lawyer mt. 
If all are faithlefs to their truft, 
They leave not thee the lefs unjuft, 
Henctforth your pleadings I difcluni. 
And bar the liu)£Hon (^ my name ; 
Wi^in your courts it {hall be read. 
That Juftice from the law is fied. 

She rpoke; and hid in fliades her l^e, 
!Till Hardwick ibotb'd her into grace. 
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THE ^A1tlitSR> THE SPAN1£1> AMD THE CAT« 



W H Y knits itty dear ber angry brow I 
What rude oiFence alarms you now t 
t laid, that Delia's fiiir, 'tis true ; 
But did I fay^ (he equalled you f 
Can*t I ailocher's fiice commend. 
Or to her virtues be a friend, 
But inftandy your forehead lours, 
As if her merit leileifd yours ? 
From female envy never free. 
All muft be bliiid, because you fee; 
Survey the gardens, iiiilds, ^nd bow'rs?. 
The buds, die Uoflbms, and the flowers. 
Then tell me where the woodbine. grows> 
That'vies in fweetnefi with the tote^ 
Or where the lily's fnowy white, 
That throws fuch beauties on the^^ghti 
Yet folly is it to declare. 
That thefe are neither fweet, nor fiiir* 
The cfaryftd (hines with fainter rays. 
Before tbe diamond's brightef blaic ; ' 

ii 
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And fops will by the diamond dies 
Before the )uftre of your eyes ; ' 
But f , who deal in truth, deny 
That neither (bine when yiouareby. 

When zephyrs o'er the bloflbms ftray. 
And fweets along the air convey, 
Sha*n*t I the fragrant breeze inhale, 
Becaufe you breathe a fweeter gale ? 

Sweet ai-e the flow'rs that de^rk the fields 
Sweet i$ the fmell the blo0bni$ yield. 
Sweet is the fummer gale thait blows. 
And fweet, tho' fweeter you, the rofe* 
Shall envy then torment your breaft» 
If you are lovelier than the reft 1 
For whjle I give to each her dnej^ 
By praifing tbem, I flatter you^ 
And praifing moft, I ft|U d^lare 
You faireft, where the reft are bkf 

As at his board a brmtr iat(% 
Replemfb'^d by his homely treat. 
His fav 'rite ^nniel near him ftood. 
And wkh Jiijf maL&pr ihar'd the food|- 
The crackling bones M< jpws devour*^ 
His Jappif^gtoQgue'die trenchers fcomr^fl | 
Till fitted now, fupiae he lay. 
And fnorkl the ciifng fumes awny;. 

The hungry caf^ in xiira, drew n^tr. 
And hunoibJ/ <usur -d a ^QTKi^'f j^^ 
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Her modcft worth die mafier knew. 
And ftratt die fat'ning morfel direw i 
Enrag'd, die fnarUng cur awoke. 
And dius, with fpiteful envy» fpoke. 
. They only claim a right to eat. 
Who earn by fervices their meat ; 
Me, seal and induftry inflame • , 
To fcour the fields and (pring the games 
Or, ptunged in the wintry wave. 
For man the wounded bird to iave ; 
With watchful diligence I keep 
From prowling olvcs his fleecy (heep ; 
At home, his midnight hours fecure. 
And drive the robbfer from the door. ^ 
For this, his breaft with kindncfe glows j 
For tills, his hand the food beftows j 
And (hall thy indolence impart, 
A warmer friendQiip to his heart,- 
That thurhe robs me of my diie. 
To pamper fuch vile things as you ? 

I ovun (with meeknefs puf$ reply'd) 
Superior merit on your fide $ 
Nor does my breaft with envy fwdl. 
To find it recompensed fo well i 
Yet I, in what my nature ca% 
Contribute to the good of man. 
Whofe claws deftrby the pilf Ving moufe t 
Who drives the vermin firon^ the houfe I 

lia a 
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Or, watchful for the lab'ring fwain. 
From larking rats fccure the grain ? 
From hence, if he rewards beftow. 
Why fhould your heart frith gill o'erflow i 
Whjpinemybappinefs to tee, 
Since there's enough for jwi and me i 

Thy words are jull, the Gumer cty'd, 
Aipi fpurn'd the liiarler from hit ftdet 
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FABLE X, 

THE SPIDS& AKD tHE Bit. 

1 HE nymirii, ik4io walks the public ftrcets. 
And fets her cap at all fhe nii^ti. 
May catch the fool, who turns to ftare, 
Sut men of fenfe avoid the fnare. 

'As oi^ the margin of the floods 
^ith fiUpen line, my Lydia ftood, 
I fmilM to fee the pains you todc^ 
To cover o'er the fraudfiil hook. 
Along the foreft as we ftray'd. 
You faw the boy his lime tvirigs fpread i 
GueisM you the reafon of his fear. 
Led, heedtels, we approached to near? 
For as behind the bulb we lays 
The linnet fluttered on the fpray. 

Needs there fuch caution to delude 
The fcaly fry, and feather'd brood i 
And think you, with inferior art» 
To captivate thei human heart i 
The maid, v/bo modeftly conceals 
Her beauttesi^-whik (he hides, reveals* 
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Give but a glimpfe, and fancy draws^ 
Whatever die Grecian Venus was. 
From Eve's firft fig-lfcaf to brocade^ 
All dreft was meant tor fkAcy*% aid^ 
Which evermore delighted dwells 
On what Ae bafliful nym^ coneealf * 

When Celia ftruts in man's attire^ 
She (hews too much to raife defire. 
But from the hoop% bewitching round 
Her very (hoe has pow*r to wotmd. 
The roving eye, the bofom faare^ 
The forward laugh, the wanton air. 
May catch the fop ; for gudgeons flralct 
At the bare hook, and batt^ aI3cc^ 
W[>.Ie fajmon play ttegardiefs^by, 
^iil art, like nature, forms the fly. 

Beneath a peafant's homely thatdi^ 
A fpider long had held her waftcb ; 
From mom to night, with refibfe ciff^ 
She ipua ker weh, and wove her fiiar?* 
Within the limits of her mgn 
Lay m^ny a heedliofs captive jhin^ 
Or fluttering (Iruggled in the^taBs^ 
To burft the 'Chains, and Ann ker wile^. ' 
A (Graying bee, that porch'd h«rd by» 
Beheld her with difibunfiil tje^ 
And thus began* Mean thing, .give p*tti 
And iay tbgr ^nder (direads np more i 
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A thougdefs fly, or two at moif, 
Is all the conqueft thou can' ft boaft ; 
For bees of fenfe thy arts evade, 
We fee fo plain the nets arf Uid* 
The gaudy tulip, that difplays 
Her f,.' reading foliage to the gazet 
That points her charms at a)l (he fees. 
And yields to evVy wantt n breexe, 
Attnids npt 0)9* Where bMhing gr^ws^ 
Guarded with tbpros, the mojeft rgf^ 
Enamoured, roun4 and romid I fl/y 
Or on her fra|nin^ boToiii lie ^ 
Reludant, (be my ardor nH^^s, , 
And bsJhfvi renders iip her fweets. 

To wifer beads attention lend, 
And learn this leflbn from a fri^nd^ 
She, who with Qiodefty r^tlres^ 
Adds fe wel to her lover's fires : 
While fuch incautious jilts as ypU| 

Py folly yoiir pwp jfehcn^?? «nd9» 
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TABLE XL 
THC Y«trv9 uon-Xnd tbc Art. 

X I S true, I Uame^cnir fover's cftoice, 
Tho* flatterM by the public voice ; 
And peevifli grdw, and fick to hear 
His exclamations, O hov^ fair ! 
I liften not to wild delights, 
And trahfports of expelled nights ; 
What is to me your hoard of charms, 
The whitenefs of your neck and arms i 
Needs there no acqiiifition more. 
To keep contention from the door ? 
Yes ! pals a fortnight, and you'll find. 
All beauty cloys, but of the niind. 

Senfe and good humour ever prove 
The fureft cords to faften love* 
Yc^ Phillis (fimpleft of your fex). 
You never think, but to ^rple'x. 
Coquetting it with cv^ry ape. 
That ftruts abroad in human lliape i , 
Not that the coxcomb is your tafte, 
But that it ftings your lover's breaft ; 

T#. 
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To-morrow ydu refign the fway, 
Prcpar'd to honour, and obey, 
The t3n'aiit miftrefs change for life, 
To the fubmiffion of a wife. 
Your follies, if you can, fufpend, 
And learn inftni<SKon from a friend. 
Relu£bnt hear the'firft addrefs, 
Think often, ere you anfwer, yes 5 
But once refolv'd, throw oiF difguife. 
And wear your wilhes in your eyes. . 
With caution cv'ry look forbear. 
That might create one jealous fear ; 
A lover's rip'ning hopes confound ; 
Or give the genVous breaft a wound.* 
Contemn the girliih'arts to teaze, 
Kor ufc your pow^r,* unlefi to pleafe; 
For fools alone with rigour fway. 
When, foon or late, they muft obey. 

The king of brutes, in life's decline, 
Refolv'd dominibn to refign ; 
The bcafts Were fummon'd to appear, 
And bend before the royal heir. 
They came ; a day Was iix'd ; the croud 
Before their future monarch bowM. 

.A dapper monkey, proud and vain, 
Step'd forth, and thus addrefs'd the train. 

cIVhy cringe, my friends, with flavifh awe, 
Before thjsitegeant-fciiig df nraw i 
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Shall we aDtiqip^t^ tbp l^Qur, 
And, ere we kpl k, own his pow'r ? 
The cou):^els of cxperienqe prize^ 
I know the maxims qF the wtk i 
Subjeftion Ut us. c^ft ^^tray. 
And live the n^pnarph^ of ta^di^; 
^Tis ours the vacant hand to ipurQ| 
And plajr the ^rant e^h in turn. 
So fhall he r^^t frpfp yr^fig ^i^qifci 
* And mtrcy frop Q{)p^effi|CUQ |£arfi» 
At others jffQps l|e jt^ght ^Q tqdfji 
And Icatbe tjbe i}Is hifpfeJf 1k» felt; 

He ffipfce > bU:,l?yf9W fwell'd witjj Sfl^i 
The youthful lio^ tj^$ reply'd- 

What m^dnfis pi;9ixipts th^ee to ^f>yo^e 
My wratb^ apd dar/^ fh' impendinjg ftrojkje | 
Thou wretchfid /ocl ! c^ wrongs }fpp^ 
Compaifion to the feeliog heart ? 
Or tC9^ th|e grateful bripaft to glowj 
The hand to give^ or ey/e to &qw i 
J/eara'd up. the prai^ice of their fcbool$| 
From women thou haft drawn t^y n4^| 
To fixcm return^ in £uch a caufe, 
From only ^ch expe63b appUufe ; 
The p^tial kx. I don't condeoin^ 
Fo^ lining thqlfey yidvQ fropy them. 

Wnuld'i^ jljhou t^ geaVoj^s lioj^ ^Aa/i^ 



tjobd offices their lik^nefs get^ 
And payment leflens not the debt; 

« 

With multiplying band he gives 
^The go6d ff&tti 'other§ hii receives ; 
Or for the bad makes fair return^ 
And piyt with yit'rtft) fcord for tc6T% 
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FABLE XII. 



THE XOLT AKD THE- FARMER* 



JL £ L L me, Corinna, if you can. 
Why fo averfe, fo coy to man ? 
Did nature, lavifh of her care, 
From her beft pattern.form you fair. 
That you, ungrate/ul -^ her caufe. 
Should mock^her gifts and/purn her laws ? 
And mifer4ike> with*hbld that ftori^ 
Which, by Imparting, bleiles more i 
Beauty's a gift, by hea^t^'g affign'd. 
The portion of the female kind ; 
For this the yielding maid demands 
Prote£lion at her lover's bands i 
And tho' by wafting years it fade. 
Remembrance tells him, once 'twas paid« 
And will you then this wealth conceal, 
For age to ruft, or time to fteal ? 
The fummer of your youth to rove, 
A ftranger to the joys of love ? 
Then, when life's winter haftens on, 
And youth's fair heritage is gone. 



^ A -1 



Dow'r- 



> . • i A k 



0% PARENTAI, PRESENT. tf^. 

Dow'rlefs to court fome peaiant's arms. 
To guard your withered age from barms ? 
No gratitude to warm his breaft, 
For blooming beauty, once poflefs'd s 
How will you curfe that ftubborn pridC) 
Which drove your bark acrofs the tide^ . 
And (ailing before folly's windj^ 
Left fenfe and happinefs behind i 

Corinna, left thefe whims prevsul| 
To fuch as you, I write my tale. 

A colt) for blood and mettled ipeed^ 
The choiceft of the running breed. 
Of youthful ftreqgth and beauty vainj 
Refus'd fubjeAion to the rein^ 
In vain the groom's officious (ki^ 
Oppos'd his pride, and check'd his will; 
In vain the matter's forming care 
Reftrain'd with threats, orfooth'd with pray'r; 
Of freedom proud, and fcorning man. 
Wild o'er the fpacious plains he ran. 
Wheree'^r luxuriant nature fpread 
Her flow'ry carpet o'er the mead, 
Or bubbling ftreams, foft-gliding, pafs, 
To cool and fre(hen up the grafs, 
Difdaining bounds, he crop'd the blade. 
And wanton'd in the fpoil be niade. 

In plenty thus the fummer pafs'd. 
Revolving winter came at laft i 

The 
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The trees no m6re a meiter yieUi 
The veridure withers from the field j 
Perpetual (hows inveft the ground. 
In icy dhaiiis the ftreams are bound i 
Cbid, nipi:iing wiiids, atid rattling hail^ 
His lanlc, iihflielterM fides aflail. 

As round he c'ait his riieful eyefs. 
He faw the thatch- roof 'd cottage rife ; 
The proli)ea touch'd His heart with cheery 
And promisli kind delivVancc neir. 
A ftable, etft his fcorn arid hate. 
Was now becoirie His wiffa'cl retjceat ; 
His pai&on cool, his pride forgot, 
A f«rmer*$ welcome yard he fought. 

The mafter law his woeful pT^hl^ 
His limfis, tliat totter'd with his weigfit^ 
And friendly to the ftaBle led. 
And faw hini Ktter'd, drefs*d, arid fed^ 
In ilothful eafe, all night He lay ^ 
The ferVants rofe at break of ^day ; 
The market calls. Along the roaq ' 
His back muft bear the pondVous lpa4 J, 
In vain he ftruggles, or complaiits, 
Incefliant blows reward his pains* 
To-morrow varies but fefs toil j , 

Chained to the plough, he breaks theTeiI| 
While jfcanty meals at night repay 
The painful hCours of the day. 
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Gubdu'd by toil, with anguiOi rent, 
|Iis rdf-upbraidings found a vent. 
Wretch that I am ! he, llghing, faiJ, 
S7 arrogance and folly led ; 
Had but my reftiye youth been brought 
To lesrn the leiToii ria.tufe tauebf^ 
Then had I, tike my fires of yore. 
The prize from cv'ry courfcr bore ; 
Wbile man beftow'd rewards and piailj;. 
And females crown'd my latter ^?ys. ' 

Now lafting fervitude's my lot. 
My birth contemn'd, my fpecd fbrgo^ 
Doont'd am I, for my prijlc, to bear 
A liviog death} frooijear tp year. 
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F A B L fe Xni. 

tHE oVtL AN1> the KIGHTINGALE. 

X O know the miflrefs' humour right. 
See if her maids are clean and tight ; 
If Betty waits without her ftays. 
She copies but her lady's ways. 
When mifs comes in with boift'rous (hout^ 
And drops no court'fey, going ou^ 
Depend upon't, mama is one. 
Who reads, or drinks too much alone. 

If bottled beer her thirft afluage. 
She feels enthufiaftic rage. 
And burns with ardor to inherit 
The gifts and workings of the ^irit. 
If learning crack her giddy brains. 
No remedy but death remains. 
Sum up the various ills of life. 
And all are fweet to fuch a wife. 
At home, fuperior wit (he vaunts. 
And twits her hufband with his wants; 
Her ragged offspring all around. 
Like pigs, are wallowing on the ground* 
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Impatient ever of controul, 
And kiiows no order but of foul ; 
With books hei; littter'd floor is fpread 
Of nameiefs authors^ never read ) 
Foul linen, petticoats^ and lace^ 
Fill up the intermediate fpace; 
Abroad, at vidtings, her tongud. 
Is never ftill, and always wrong ; 
All meaning (he defines away. 
And ftands, with truth and fenfe, at bay. 

IJF e'er (he meets a gentle hearty 
SkilPd in the houfewife's ufeful art^ 
Who makes her family her care^ 
And builds contentment's temple there^ 
She (tarts at fuch miftakes in nature, 
And.cries, lord help us !— -what a creature ! 
Meliila, if the moral ftr ike. 
You'll find the fable not unlike. 

An owl, puflF'd up with felf-conceit^ 
Lov'd learning better than his meat } 
Old manufcripts he treafur'd up, 
And rumms^'d ev'ry grocer's (hop ; 
At pafiry-cooks was known to piy^ 
And ftrip, for fcience, every pye. 
For modern poetry and wit 
He had read all that Blackmore wrih 
So intimate with Curl was grown^ 
His learned tr^afures were his own« 
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To all his authors bad accefs. 

And Cmetimes would corred the prcfi. 

In logic he acquired fuch knowledge^ 

You'd fvircar him fellow of a college. 

Alike to evVy art and fctence. 

His daring genius bid defiance ; 

And rwallow*d wildooH with diat hafte^ 

That cits do cuftard at a feaft. 

Within the (belter of a wood. 
One ev'ning, as he mufing ftood. 
Hard by, upon a leafy fpray, 
A nightingale began his lay. 
Sudden he ftarts, with anger flung. 
And fcreeching interrupts the fong. 

Pert, bufy thing, thy airs give o*er. 
And let my contemplations foar.. 
What is the mufic of thy voice. 
But jarring diffonance and noife ? 
Be wife. True harmony thou'lt find. 
Not in the throat, .but in the minds 
By empty chifping not attained. 
But by laborious ftudy gainfd* 
Go, read (he authors, Pc^.^xplode^ 
Fathom the depth of •Cjbta^r** <idcp. 
With modern plays iirapfoverAywHi 
Read all the learning, Henkiy wrHi 
And if thou'iieeds muft fing, &ig i^Mflt 
Aa4 emu}«le ilie jmifs.^(:wm ; 
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So thalt thou grow, like me, refin'd. 
And bring i hi pro vement to thy kind. 

Thou wretch^ the little warbler QTy% 
Made up of ignorance and pride, 
Afk sdl the birds, and they'll declare, 
A greater blockflead wings not air. . 
Read o'er thyrdf, thy talents fcan. 
Science was only meant for man. 
No fenrelefs authors me moleft> 
I miiid [he duties of my nefl ; 
With careful wing protc^ my young. 
And cbear their ev'nings with a fong j 
Make ftiort the weary trav'Ier's way. 
And warble in the poet's lay. 

Thus, fullotfrtng nature, and her hw^- 
From men and birds I claim applaufe j 
While nurs'd in pedantry and fladi^ 
AAottl is (coia'd alike by both. 



L^ 



*(t T0E LADIES LIBRARVi 



FABLE XrV. 

THE SFI^KKOVr AlfD THE DOVK, 

At was, as learn'd traditions fay. 
Upon an April's blithfome day. 
When pleafure, ever on the wing, 
Return'd, companion of the (pring. 
And chear'd the birds with am'rous heat, 
Inftrufting little hearts to beat ; 
A fparrow, frolick, gay, and young. 
Of bold addrefs, and flippant tonguQ, 
Juft left his lady of a night, 
J^ike him, to follow new delight 

The youth, of many a conqueft vaJn, 
Flew ofF to feek the chirping train 5 
The chirping train he quickly found, 
And with a iaucy eafe, bow'd roundt 

For ev^ry (he his bofom burm, ' 
And this, and that he woes by turjis ; 
^nd here a (igh, and there a bill, 

And here thofe eyes ! fo form'd to kill f 

/Vnd now with ready tpngue, he firings 
ypmeaning, foft, rcfiftlefs things; 

With 
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With vows, and demme's (killM to woo^ 

As other pretty fellows do, 

Npt that he thought this (hbrt eflay ' ' ^ 

A prologue, needful to his playj ' ' ^ 

No, truff me, fays our learned letter. 

He knew the virtuous fcx much betters V 

But thefe he held as fpecious arts. 

To fliew his own fuperior parts, 

The form of decency to Ihield, ; 

And give a juft pretei)ce to yield. 

Thus finiihirig his courtly play. 
He marked the fav'rite of a day ; . 
With carelefs impudence drew nesir. 
And whifp'er'd Hebrew in her ear'; * 
A hint, which like the mafon's fign^ .' * ' 
The confcious pan alone divine. 

The flujt'ring nymph, expert at feigning, 
Cry*d, ' Sjr!— pray Sir, explain your meaning-^* 
Go, prate to^hofe that may endure ye— ^ 
To me this rudenefs ! , ■ Til aflfure ye!'-^-^-^ 
Then ofF (he glided, like a fwallovv, 
^s fayir^— -^you guefs where to'follov^* 

To fucH as know the party fet, 
*Tis need}efs to declare they met ; 
The parfon's barn, as authors mention, 
Confefs'd the fair had appreheniion. 
Her hgnour there fecure from ftain, 
$he' held all farther trjifliiig vain j 
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' Ko more zfftOtcd to be coy. 
But rufliM, licentious, on the joy. 

Hift, love ! the male companion cry*^ 
Retire awhile, I fear we're fpy*d j 
Nor was die caution vain i hh (aw 
A turtle, ruftling in the ftraw, 
While oVr her callow brood /he hung^ 
And fondly thus addrefs'd her young. 

Ye tender objeds of my care f ' 

Peace, peace, ye little helplefe pairi 
' Anon he cooles, your gentle fire. 

And brings you all your hearts require* 
For us, his infents and hi^ bride. 
For us, with only love to guide. 
Our lord aiTumes an eagle's ipeed. 
And like a lion, dares to bleed* 
Nor yet by wint'ry ftie^ C(nifin^<f| 
He mounts upon tlie rudeft windtj 
From danger tears the vital fpoil, 
And with afFe£lion iweetens toil. . 
Ah coafe, too vent'roys ! c^afe to dare^ 
In thine, our dearer fafety fpare^. 
From hini, ye cruel falcons ftray. 
And turn, ye fowlers, far away f 
Should I furvive to fee the day,. 
That tears me frohi myfelif away^ 
That cancels all that heav'n could give. 
The life> hy ^htch aloncf^ I lives 

Alas^ 
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/^lasy how more than loil were T, 
Who, in the thought, already dij: ! 

Ye pow'rs^ whom men and birds ob^^ 
Great rvlers of your creatures, fay. 
Why mourning comes, by blifs conve/di 
And ev'n the fweets of love allay'd I 
Where grows enjoyment^ tall, and fair^ 
Around it twines entangling care ; 
While fear, for what our fouls ppiTef^ 
Enervates evVy pow'r to blefs ; * 

Yet friendfliip forms the blifs above. 
And life! what art thou, withoutipY<^? . 
Our hero, who had heard ^Pfirt, 
Felt fomething moving in his heart. 
But quickly, with difdaia fupprefs'4 
The virtue, rifing in his breaft $ 
Apd firft he feign'd to laugh. alpud. 
And next,' approaching, fmil'd and bow'^d» 
■ Madam, you muft not think me rude ^ 
Good manners never can intrude ; 
I vow I came^^hro' pure gopd,nature ! 
(Upon my foul a charming creature^ 
Are thefe the coixiforts of ^ wife i 
This careful, cloifter'd, mpaping life t 
l^o doubt, that odious thing, .qdl'd dM^^f 
Is a fweet provin<pe for a beauty. 
Thou pretty ignorarKe! thy wijl 
Is n>eafm^d to .thy w^pt of .ftijl^ 

' ' That 
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That good old-faOiion*d dame, thy mother^ 
Has taught thy infant years no other— 
The grcateft ill in the creation - 
Is fure the want of education. 

But, think ye, — tell me, without feigning^ 
Have all thefe charms no farther meaning \ . 
r Dafihe nature, if you don't forget her, 

Might teach your ladyfliip much better. 
For (hame, rejeft this mean employment, 
Enter the world, and tafte 'enjoyment ; 
WKetc time, by circling blifsj We meafure ; 
Beauty was formM alone for pleafure ; 
Come, prove the bleffing,' follow me, 
Be wife, be happy, and be free. 

Kind Sir, reply*d our matron chafte. 
Your zeal feems pretty much in haffc j 
I own, the fondnefs to be blefs'd; 
Is a deep thirft in ev'ry breaft; 
Of bleffings, too, I have my ftore. 
Yet quarrel not, fliould heav'n give more j 
Then prove the change to be expedient. 
And think me. Sir, your mod obedient. 
Here turning, aS to one infefior, 
Our gallant fpoke, and fmil'd fuperior. 
Methinks, to quit your boafted ftation 
Requires a world of hefitatlon, • 
Where brats and bonds are held a bleffing, . 
The cafe, I doubt, is p^ redrcffing % * 
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Why) childj fuppofe the joys I mention. 
Were the. mere fruits of my invention. 
You've caufe fufficient for your carriage. 
In flying from the curfe of marriage i 
That fly decoy, with vary'd fnares, 
That takbs youi: widgeons in by pairs | 
Alike to hu(band, and to wife, 
The cure of love^ and bane of life i 
The only method of forecafting^ 
To make misfortune firm and lading i 
The fin, by heav Vs peculiar feritence, 
Unpardoned, through a life's repentance* 
It is the double fnake, that weds 
A common tail to diflF'rem heads i 
That leads the carcafe ftill afiray, 
By dragging each a diff*rent way* 
Of all the ills, that may attend me^ 
From marriage, mighty gods, defend me 1 

Give me frank nature's wild demefne, 
Arid boundleft Craft of air ferene, 
Where fancy^ ever wing*d for change. 
Delights to fport) delights to range ( 
There, Liberty ! to thee is owing 
Whatever of Uifs is Worth beftowing, 
Delights, ftill vary'd, and divine, 
Sweet goddefs of the hills, are thine. 

What 6y you now, you pretty pink you ? 
Have I, for once, fpoke reafon, think you 1 

-Mm You 
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You take me now for no romanceri* 
Come, never ftudy for an anfwer j 
Away, caft ev'ry care behind you, 
And fly where joy alone Jball find you. 
Soft yet, r^turn'd our female fencer, 
A queftion more, or fo a nd then. Sir. 
You've rally'd me with fenfe exceeding. 
With much fine wit, and better breeding j 
But pray, Sir, how do you contrive it ? 
Do thofe of your world never wive it ? 
« No, no."— How then ?— « Why dare I tell 
** What does the bufmefs full as well." 
Do you ne'er love P-^^'* An hour at leifure.** 
Have you, no friehdibit>s i ■■' ^ ^ ^ Yes, for pleafure*'' 
No care for little ones ?*-i-" We get *cro, 
«* The reft the mothers mind — ^and let 'em." 
Thou wretch, rejoin'd the kindling Jove, 
Quite loft to life, as loft to love ! 

Whene'er misfortune comes, how juft ! 

And come misfortune furely muft , 

In the dread feafon of difmajp, 

In that your hour of trial, (ay. 

Who then (ball prop your finking heart? 

Who ^ear affliction's weightier parti 

Say, when the black-brow'd welkin hends^ 

And winter^s gloomy form iippends. 

To mour.ning turns all tranfient cheeci 

And blafts the melancholy year i 

For 
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Fortinies at no peffuafion ftay, 
Nor vice can find perpetual May ; 
Then Where's that tongue^ by foliy led, 
That foiil of pertnefS) whither fled i 
AUfhrunk within thy lonely ned, 
Forlorn, abandon'd, and unblefs'd; 
No friends, by cardial bonds ally'd, 
Shall feek thy cold, unlbcial (ide } 
No chirping prattlers to delight, 
Shall turn the long-enduring night ; 
No bride her words of balm impart, 
And warm thee at her conAant hearts 

Freedom, reftfain*d by reafon's force. 
Is as the fun's anvarying courfc^ 
Benignly adiive, fweetly bright^ 
Affording warmth, affording light ; 
But torn from virtue's facred rules. 
Becomes a tromet, gaz'd by fools ; 
Foreboding cares, and florms, and ftrife. 
And fraught with all the plagues of life. 

Thou fool ! by union ev'ry creature 
Sikbfifts, tbro' univerfal nature ; 
And this, to beings void of mind. 
Is wedlock, of a' meaner kind. 

While womb'd in fpace, primaeval clay 
A yet unfafhion^d embryo lay, 
The fource of endlefs good above 
Shot down his fpark of kindling love i 

M m 2 
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Touch'd by the aU*enIiv'ning^flain^ 
Then motioi^ firft exulting came, 
Each atom- fought its fep*rate Clafi, 
Thro^ many a fair enaipoui'd mafs $ 
Love caft the central charm around^ 
And with eternal nuptials bound. 
Then form and order o'er the iky 
Fii ft train'd their bridal pomp on high } 
The fun difplay*d his orb to fight. 
And burn'd with hymeneal light. 

Hence nature's virgin womb con(%iv'd| 
And with the genial burthen heav'd j; 
Forth came the oak. her firft-^born heir. 
And ical'd the breathing fteep of air | 
Then infimt ftems, of various ufe, 
Imbib'd her foft, maternal juice ; 
The flowVs, in early bloom difclos'd| [ 
Upon her fragrant breaft repos'd i 
Within her warm embraces grew 
A race of endlefs form and hue ; 
Then pour'd her Idler offspring round^ 
And fondly cloth'd their parent ground^ 

Nor here alone the virtue reign'd. 
By matter's cumb'ring form detatn'd } 
But thence, fubliming, and refin'd« 
Afpir'd, and reach'd its kindred mmd^ 
Caught in the fond celeftial lire, 
ipsiQ n^nd perceiv'd unknoxfi^ deflre ) 
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And now with kind effufion llowMy 
And now with cordial ardours glow'd i 
Bjeheld the fympatbetic fair, 
And lov'd k$ own refemblance dicre^ 
On all wkh circling radiance ihone. 
But cent'ring, lycM on one alone ; 
There clafp'd the hcav'n-appomtci wife. 
And doubled evVy joy of life. 

Here ever Ue^ng, ever Uefe'd, 
Jlefides this beiSLUty of the breaft* 
As from his palace, here the god 
3till beams effulgent blifs abroad i 
Here gems bis own eternal round, 
The ring, by which the world is bound % 
Here bids his feat of empire groW;, 
And builds his little heav*n below* 

Tlie bridal partners thus allyM, 
And thus in fwcet accordance ty*d. 
One body, heart and fpirit, live, 
Enrich'd by ev'ry joy they givcj; 
Like Echo, from her vocal hold, 
B-eturnM in mufic twenty fold* 
Their union firm, and undecay*d, 
^or time can (hake, nor pDW*r vcm&t % 
But as the ftem and fcion Hand, 
Ingrafted by a (kilful hand. 
They check the tempeft*s winf ry rag^ 
Aa^ bjoom an4 ftrengtfaen into age. 

A thou- 
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A tfaoufand amittss unknown^ 
And.pow'rs^ perceiv'd by love alone \ 
Endearing looks, and chafte defire. 
Fan and fupport the mutual fire ; 
Whole flame, perpetual, as refin'd. 
Is fed by an immortal mind. 

Nor yet the nuptial fiui^on esids. 
Like Nile, it opens and defcends ; 
Which, by apparent windings led, , 
We trace to its celeftial head. 
The fire, firft fpringing from above. 
Becomes the fiMirce ofiife and love \ 
And gives his filial heir to flow, 
In.fondneis down on Tons below ; 
Tbus roll'd in one continuM tide, 
To time's extremeft yerge they glide ; 
While kindred ftreams, on either band. 
Branch forth in bleffings o'er the land.. 

Thee, Wretch t no lifping babe ihall name. 
No late-returning brother claim. 
No kinfman on thy road rejoice. 
No filler greet thy entering voice. 
With partial e^es no parents fee. 
And blefs their years, reftor'd in thee. 

In age rejeded, or declined, 
An alien, ev*n among thy kind. 
The partner of thy fcorn'd embrace. 
Shall play the wanton in thy face ; 
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Each fpark unplume thy little pride. 
All friendfliip fly thy faithlefs fide $ 
Thy name (hall like thy carcafs rot. 
In ficknefs fpurn'd, in death forgot. 

All giving pow'r ! great fource of Ufe ! 
O hear the parent ! hear the wife ! 
That life, thou lendeft from above, 
Tho' little, makes it large in love^ 
O bid my feeling heart expand 
To ev*ry claim, on ev*ry hand ; 
To thofe, from whom my daya I drew. 
To thefe, in whom thofe days lenew ^ 
To all my kin, howiever wide, 
In cordial warmth, as blood ally'd ; 
To friends with fteely fetters lwin*d» 
And to the cruel, not unkind. 
But chief, the loid of my defire^ 
My life, my felf, my foul, m^ fire s 
Friends, children, all that wilh can daim, 
Chafie paffion dafp^ and rapture mune ; 
O fpare him, fpare him, gracious pow'r ! 
O give him to my lateft hour ! 
Let me my length of life employ. 
To give my fole enjoyment joy j 
His love, let mutual love excite. 
Turn all my cares to his delight | 
And ev^ry needlefs bleffing fpare. 
Wherein my darling wants a ihare* 
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When be whb graceful adion wooed, ^ 
And fweetly brils, and fondly cooes^ 
Ah ! deck me to bis eyes uloney 
with ebarms attfaSiye as bis own« 
And ki my cirdkig wings carefe'dt 
Give all the k>v^r to my brei^ 
Then in our ehafte, eolmubiatbedy 
My bofom pillov^'d fofr bis head» 
His eyes, with bliftfttl flun^b^rs clolt^ 
And watch, wi& oie^ my lofd*s ref^fk | 
Your peace around his tanples twiiief 
And love biai with a fove like mine* 

And, for I k&(»w Us geoVous flami^ 
Beyond whate'er my fex can claifAy 
Me too to your fNroete£iioii take^ 
And fpare me for my hufoatvl's fake i 
Let one unruffled cs^m delight 
The loving, and belov'd unit^j 
One pore deilre our bofonis wami| 
One. will direS, one wiih inform l 
Thro' life, one mutual aid (uftain, 
In death, one peacefol grave centain* 

While, fwdling wkb the dariiag tbenMf 
Her accents pour'd an eodlefs ftream> 
The well-known wings a found impart, 
That reacb'd her ear, and touch'd her heart : 
Quick dropp'd the mafic of her tongue^ 
And forth with eager joy Kbc ^xUBg* 

Aa 
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As fwift her ent'ring corifort Atw^ 
And plum'd and kindled at the vieW; 

Their wings, their fouls embracing^ meet^ 
Their hearts* with anfw'rtng meafure beat^ 
Half loft in facred fweets, and blefs'd 
With raptures felt^ but ne'er exprefs'd. 
* Strait to her humble roof fhe led 
The partner of her fpotlefs bed ; 

Her young, a fl^tt'ring pair, arife. 
Their welcome fparkling in their eyes ; 
Tranfported, to their fire they bound, 
And hang with fpeechle(s adion round* 
In pleafure wrapt,^ the parents ftand, 
And fee their little wings expand | 
The fire, his life fuftaining prize 
To each expe£iing bill applies ; 
There fondly pours the wheaten fpoil. 
With tranfport giv'n, tho* won with toil ; 
While all colleded at the fight 
And filent thro' fupreme delight, 
The fair high heav'n of blifs beguiles. 
And on her lord and infants fmiles. 

The fparrow, whofe attention hung 
Upon the dove's enchanting tongue, 
Of all his little flights, difarm'd. 
And from himfelf, by virtue, charmM; 
When now he fiiw, what only feem'd, 
A fa^ fg late a fable deem'd> 

N n His 
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His foul to envy he refign'd, 
His hours of fully to the wiod j 
Iq-fccret wiQi'd a turtle too, 
Ai]f].%biag to himlelf wt^drew. 
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THE JEMAJbS S£baC£&8% 

/ ■ ■ 

lis faid of widow, maid^ ^d ^^>f<?t 

That honour is a woman's life ;' 

Unha{^^ fek J who only, claim 

A beini in,, the Breath oFfame,* 

Which talntqdi not the aiiiGk*hi]tig gale§, I 

That fweep Sabaea's Ipicj; vales, 
Nor aUtKe healing fweets reftore, 
That breatiie. along Arabia's fliore. 

The trav'ier, If he chance to. ftray. 
May turn uricenfurM ,to his way ; / . , ' 
Polluted iircams again are pure, ' \ ^ . 
And deepell wounds admit a. cure; 
But woman ! no redemption knows ; ' 
The wounds of honour never clofe ! 
irho* diftant ev'ry hand. to guide, 
Nor Ikiird on life's, tempeftuous tide j 
If once her feeble bark recede, 
Or deviate JFrom the courfe decreed. 
In vain flieYeeks the friendly fhorc. 
Her fwiftcr folly flies before i * 
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The circling ports againft her clofcf 
And (hut the wandVer from repofe ; 
'Till by confliiSting waves oppreil. 
Her foundering pinnace finks to reft* 

Are there no offerings to atone 
For but a fingle error ?— — Nonc# 
Tho' woman is avow'd of old^ 
No daughter of celeftial mould. 
Her temp'ring not without allajr. 
And form'd but of the finer clay. 
We challenge from the mortal dame. 
The ftrength angelic natures claim ; 
Nay more ;. for (acred ftories tell| 
That ey'n immortal ansels fell. 

Whatever (ills the teeming fphere 
Of humid earthy and apibient air^ 
With varying elements endu'd^ 
Was form'd to fall, and rife renew'd. 

The flars no fix'd duration knoW) 
Wide oceans ebb| again to flow i 

The moon repletes her waining &ce^ j 

All•bea^teous, ttom her late^difgrace ; m 

And funs,. that mourn approaching night^i ^ 

Kefulgent rife, with new-born light. 

In vain may death and time fubdue^ 
While nature mints her race anew. 
And holds fome vital fpark apart, 
Jjikt virtue^ hid in ev'r^ heart i 

*TiF 
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^Tis hence, i«eviving warmth is fecii| 
To cloatli a luked world in green. 
Mo longer barr'd by winter's coldy 
Again the gates of life unfold ; 
Again each infed tries his wing. 
And lifts freih (nnions on the fpringi 
Again from ev'r'y latent root " - 

The bladed ftem and tendril (hoot. 
Exhaling incenfe to the (kies^ 
Again to perifh, and to rife^ 
And muft weak woman then diibwa 
The change to which a world is prone ? 
In one meridian brightne& (hine, 
And ne^er like ev'ning funs decline ? 
Refolv'd ai)d firm alone ? ■ Is thU 

What we demand of woman ?— ^esy 

But (hould the fpark of veftal &vp^ /^ '. 

In fome unguarded hour expire ; 
Or (hould the nightly thief invade 
Hefperia's chafte and (acred (bade ; 
Of all (he blooming fpoils poiTcfs'd, 
The dragon honour charni'd to reft } 
Shall virtue's flame no more return i 
No more with virgin fpLndor burn f 
No more the ray^g'd garden blow 
With fpritig's fucceeding blpflbm f«rrNo» 
Pity may moiirn, but not reflore) 

An4 woo^n fail s j t o r^e ap xQorCf 

Within 
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Wkbin diis fublunary fpherc, 
A country lies-— ^no mattel- where i 
The clime may readily be founds 
By all who tread poetic groi^nd. 
A ftream^ call*d life^ aCrofs it glides^ 
And equally the land divides ; 
And here^^ of vice the {Province lies^ 
And these the hills of virtue rife* 

Upon a mountain's airy ftand^ 
Whofe fummit loolc'd to either land^ 
An antient pair their dwelling chofe^ 
As #ell for profped as repofe i 
For mutual faith they long were fam'd^ 
And TempVance and Religion ham'd. 

A ntim^fous progeny divinci 
Confefs*d the honours of their line ; 
But in ^ little daughter fair, 
tVas centerVi mote than half their cafe | 
For heaven, to gratulate her birth, 
Gave figns of future joy to earth $ 
White was the robe this infant wore^ 
And CbaAity the name ihe bore. 

As n6w the maid In ftature grewv 
(A flowV juft op'ning to the view) ' 
Oft' thro' ber native lawns fhe ftray'd, 
And wrefiling with the lambkins playMj 
Her looks diffufive fweets bequeath'd^ 
The bf«ez€ g^ew purcr.as flie breatb'd | 
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The morn her radiant blufh alTum'd^ 
The fjA-ing with. earlier fragrance bloom'd | 
And nature, yearlj; took delight, 
Like her« to drefs the world in white* 

Buf when her rifing form was (ien^ 
To reach the crifiy of fifteen ; 
Her parents up the mountain's head. 
With anxious fiep their darling led I 
By turns they fnatch'd her to -.their breaft^ 
And thu^ the fears of age fxprefs'd. 

joyful caufe of many a care! 
O daughter, too divinely fair ! 
Yon world, on this important day. 
Demands thee to a dangVous way ; 
At painful journey, all muft go, 
Whofe doubted period none can know ; 
Whofe due diredioti who can find, 
Where reafon's mute, and fenfe is blind ! 
Ah, what unequal leaders thefe. 
Thro* fach a wide, perplexing maze ! 
Then mark the warnings of the wife. 
And learn, what love and years advife* 

Far to'the right thy profpe6^ bend. 
Where yonder towering hills afcend^ 
X'O, there the arduous path's in view, 
Whioh virtue and her fpns purfue ; 
With toil o'er lefs'ning earth they rife. 
And gain, and gain upon the fkies« 
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Narro^'srlhe way her children trea4» t 

No walk ibr pkafure foioothlj fprea^i 

But rough, and difficult, and flreeps 

Painful to climby^ and hard to keep. 
Fruits immature thofe lands diipenfe, 

A food indelicate to ienfe. 

Of tafte unpleafant} yet from tbofe 

Pure health, with chearful vigour flows i 

And ftrength, unfeeling of decay. 

Throughout the long, laborious way. 
Hence, as they fcale that heav'nly road^ 

Each limb is lightened of its load i ' ■ ' 

From earth refining ftill they go, ' 

And leave the mortal weight below ; 

Then fpreads the (trait, the doubtfiit dear^ 

And fmooth the rugged path appears ; 

For cuftom turns fatigue to eafe. 

And, taught by virtue, pain can pleafe. 
At length, the toil fome journey o'er^ 

And near the bright, celeflial fliore, 
A gulph, black, fearful, and profound^ 

Appea*^?, of either world the bound* 

Ihro' darknefs, leading up to light, 

Seiife br;ckwa!d ihrinks, and ihuns the fightj 

For there the tranutory train 

(f time, and form, and care, and pain^ 

And matter's grof?^, incumbering mafs, 

Man's Lte afiociates^ cannot pa&i ' 
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put finkingv <|<itt tlv' immortal charjge^ 
And leave the wond'ring foul, at large ^ 
Lightly (he wings her obvious way. 
And mingles with eternal day. 

Thither, O thither wing thy fpeed, 
Tho' pleafiire charm, or pain impede ; 
To fuch th' aIl-bpunteou8 pow'r has giv'ii^ 
For i^eCbnt earth, a future heaven | 
For trivial lofs, unmeafur'd gain. 
And endle(s blifs, for tranftent pain. 
Then'-fear^ ah { fear to turn thy fight^ 
Where yonder SowVy fields invite i 
Wide on the left the path«wa3Nbends, 
And with pernicious eafe defcends ; 
There fweet to fcnfe, and fair to (how^ 
Kew-planted Edens feem to blow ; 
Trees, that delicious poifon bear, 
For death is vegetable there- 

Hence is the frame of health unbrac'd| 
Each finew flack'ning at the tafte s 
The foul to paffion yields her throne. 
And fees with organs not her own i 
While, like tht flumb'rer in the night, 
PleasM with the (hadowy dream of light. 
Before her alienated eyes. 
The fcenes of f^iry-land arife ; 
The puppet- world's amufing (how, 
'^Pipt m the gayly-colour -d bow ^ c 
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Scepters, and wrestbs, and glijptViDg thiflfs 
The toys of infants, and of kings i 
That tea]|>t sd^ong the baoe&il plain. 
The idly wife^ and lightly vain 9 
'Till verging on die g^ilpby (hor^^ 
Sudden they ilnk, and rife no caore, 
$utiift to what thy fate^ declare; 
Tho' thou art woman, frail a^ i^if^* 
lir once thy Aiding foot fliould ftray^ 
Once quit yon heav'n-appoioted way. 
For thee, loft maid, for thee alone, 
Nor pray'j*s (hall plead, nor tears atoue ^ * 
Reproach, fcorn, infamy, and^te^ 
On thy jeturning fleps (hall wait \r 
Thy.^iqrm l>e loath'd by ev'ry oyet 
And ev'ry foot thy prefeAce fly. 
Thus arm'4 wijth words of pii^ent fo.ii&4> 
Like guardian-angels plac'd around^ 
A charm, by truth divihely' caft. 
Forward our young ad^ewt*rer pal&'d*. ' 
Forth fropa her (acred eye4ids lent,. 
Like morn, fore-running radiance weiiti;\ 
While honour, hand-maid late affign'd. 
Upheld her lucid train behind. 

Awe-ftruck, the much admiring .ci^oud^ 
Before the virgin vifian bo w'd.i 
GazM with an ever new delight. 
And caught fireflx-virtue at the fight If 
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IpoT no( of earth's unequal frame 
They deem*d the beav'n-compounded dame. 
K matter, fdre the moft refin'd. 
High-wrought, and te^ip^r'd into mind, 
SpmeHfarltng d^oghter cf the day. 
And body'd by her native ray. 
VfhBw^cr fl(e pa^b, thoufands bend. 

And thoufimds, where (be moves, attends 

••■'•• • i' 

Her ways obfervant eyes confeft, 
. {|er fteps purlbing praifes blefi | 
While to the elevated maid 
Oblations, as ta Iiegv'n, are paid. f 

*Twas on- an e%re^.b(itbforoe day, 
The jovial birth pir<3fji May, 
When genial warmth, no more fuppre^'d, 
Now melts the froft in ev^ry breaft ; 
The qheek with fecret flushing dyes. 
And Jooks kind things frdm chafteft eyes ; 
The fun with^ hedthier vifege glows, 
Afide his clouded kerchief throws ; 
And dances up th^ acAcrcal plain. 
Where late he u$'d to ch'mj) with pain j 
While nature, as from bonds fct free. 
Springs out, and gives a loofe to^ee. 

And now for momentary reft. 
The nymph her travcH'd ftep reprefs'd j 
Juft turned to view the ftage attained. 
And glory'd in the height flie gainU ^ 
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OutftrctchM "before her wide (arvcji 
The r^zlmi of fweet pei^ition lay ; 
Ahd pity touched hex foUl with woe, 
To fee a world fo loft below ; 
When ftrait the breeze began to breadie 
Airsy gently wafted frorfi bcne^tth $ 
That bore cpnimiffion'd witchcraft ^nc^y 
And reaeb*d her fympathy of fenfe ; 
No founds of dlfcord, that difdofe 
A people funk and loft in woes 9 
But as of prefent good poflefs'dy 
The very triumph of the blefs'd* 
The maid in wrapt attention hung^ 
While thus approaching Sirens fung 2 
Hither, faireft, hither hafte, 
Brighteft beauty, come and tafte 
What the pow'rs of blifs unfold, 
Joys, too mighty to be told $ 
Tdfte what ccftacies they give. 
Dying raptures tafte^ and Jive. 

In thy lap, difdaining meafure^ 
Nature empties all her treafure ; 
Soft defiresi that fweetly languifhy 
Fierce delights^ that rife to anguilh i . 
Faireft, doft thou yet delay ? 
Brighteft beauty, come away. 

Lift not, when the froward chide. 
Sons of pedantry and pride i 
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Snarlersi to whofe feeble fenfe . . ^ 

April funfhine is offence; . ^ > 

Age and envy will advife 

£v'n againft the joy they prite. 
Come, in pleafure's balmy bowl 

Slake the thirftings of thy foul, 

'Till thy raptur'd pow'rs are fainting 

With enjoyment paft the painting i 

Faireft^ doft thou yet delay ? 

Brighteft beauty, come away^ 
So fung die Sirens^ as of yore^ 
Upon the fidfe Auibntan ihore ; 
And, O ! for that preventing chaiii. 
That bouad Ulyfles on the main ; 
That fo our /air-one might withftand 
The covert ruin, now at hand* 

The fong her charm'd attention drew. 
When now the tempters ftood in view ; 
Curiofity, with preying eyes^ 
And bands .^ bufy, bold emprife; 
Like Hermes, feather'd were her feet. 
And, like fore-running fancy, fleet. 
By fearch untaught, by toil untir'd. 
To novelty (he ftill afpirM j 
Taftelefs of ev'ry good poflefs'd. 
And but in expe^tion blefs'd. 

With her, aflbciate, Pleafure came, 
Gay Pleafure> frolic-loving dame i 

Her 



Met oiieoy sSkMwmog ia ddigiit» 
Her beauties, half lercal'd to ^ht s 

LooTe flowVi her garments fipon the B^cno^ 
And cau^.die kidii^ winds around. 
As erft Medttia's look» were known 
To turn beholders into ftqne i 
A djre revfrfion h^re thej felt| 
/ nd in the eye of Pleatiure melt. 
Her glance widi fweet perfuafion chann'd; 
Unnerv'd the ilroi^» tjat fteel'd difmn'd i 
No (afety ev'n ifm flying find. 
Who, vent'rouS) lode but once behind 
Thus was, the much*admifing maid, 
.While diftant, more than balf be'tr^j^d* 
With fmiles,. and adiilatipn bland. 
They joinM her fide, aodfeiz'd her band : 
Their touch envenom'd fweets inftiU*d, 
Her frame with new pul&tions thriU*d ^ 
While half ^oafenting, half den jiag, 
Keludant now, and now ^omplymg^ 
Amidft a war of hope$ and fears. 
Of trembling wifliestt fouling tear% 
Still down, and down, the winoiiiig p^ir 
Compeird the ftruggl^ing, }Ktelding &ir« 

As when fome ftaiely vefiTd bou^d 
To bleft Arabia's diftant ground. 
Borne from her courfes haply lights 
Where BarCfi's »flftw'ry din^c iwilcs i 
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Cofu;eid'4 tround tiMk trdackVdus kficl 

Vufls^the dire focfc^ and daag'rous £uid i "• 

The pilo^' Mrof virith fiiU and oar 

To fliun dir outik^fiirpefted (hore* 

Jlivain^ tiie tideii too llibtly Qron^, 

Still bear$ the wreftliiig bark along. 

Till ^mdVtflg, flsc refigns to fate, j 

And finlQS^ p.Wwhelm'd, with allher frdgbt« 

So^^Mfling cv'ry bar to fih, 

Aijd ht»it*n*<i own piUt plac'd wiAinji 

Along ihe devious, fiaooth defbent, 

Wit^ iw^w'rs increafing aa they went, 

The dames, accuftqm'd to fuhdtle, 

As nfSith A rapid current dr«wr, 

Apd o'isr th^ {atai bounds convey'd 

The loft, the long reluAant matd. 

Here fkof^ ye fair ones, and beware, * 
N6r fend your fond affeSioas 4i)ere % 
Yet, jret your darlihg now dtfiin'i^ 
Mtftuen^ to you and heaven, reftoiM i 
Till thtn with weeping horiour wait 
1^ femat of her beMer {a$»i 
With hoiogm ieft upon the ftoQs, 
Her frifilid, and bondmaid, now no more y 
Nor, ynik die.gttiky world, upbraid 
The fortuneii <)f a JWiSetch ibetra/d s 
But o*er hexf^yUngs raft tbe 4^eH, 
ilemqmberUig, you ^KuirielKft 9fiB*fraiL 

And 
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' And now from alUenquirihg light, 
F^ft fled the confcious (hades of night j ^ 
The damfel from a fhoyt repoie. 
Confounded at her plight, arofe* 

As :ivhen, with flumb'rous weight opprcfs^4» 
Some wealthy mifer finics to reft^ 
Where felons eye the glitt'ring prcyi 
And fteal his hoard of joys away ; 
He, borne where golden Indus ftreams. 
Of pearl, and qiiarry'd di -mond dreams^ 
Like Midas, turns the glebe to o¥^ 
A nd ftands all wrapt amidft his ftore $ j 

But wal^ens, naked, and defpoiPd ' ' ' 
Of that for which his years had toiPd : 

So far'd the nymph, her treafure flown. 
And turti'd, like Niobe, to ftoiie ; 
Within, without, obicure and void| 
She fe|t all ravag'd, all deftroy^d* 
And, Q thou curs*d, infidious coaft ! 
Are thefe the bleffings thou can-iV boaft I 
Thefe^ Virtue ! thefe the joys they find,. 
Who leave thy heav'n-topt hills behind? 
^hade me, ye pines, ye caverns, hide. 
Ye mountains^ cover me, (he cry-d! 

Her trumpet Slander rais'ii on bighi 
And tQ}d the tidings to the (ky ; 
Contempt difcharg'd a living dar^ 

/V (i4^4ong viper to hca: hotrti 
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Reproach breath'd.poiroiis o'er her iice^ ' 
And fojl'd and blafted «v*ry grace ; . 
Officious Shame^ her handmaid new^ 
Still turnM the mirror to her view ; . 
While thofe in crimes the deepeft dy'd, 
Approach'd» to whiten at her fide > 
And ev'ry lewd infulting dame 
Upon her folly rofe to fame. 

What (hovild (he do ? Attempt once more 
To gaiq the late deferted ihore ? 
So trufting, back the mourner flew ; 
As faft the train of fiends purfue. 

Again tl)e farther ihore's attained, 
Again the land of virtue gain'd ; 
But Echo gathers in the wind, 
And (how^herinftant foes behind. 
Amaz'd, with headlong fpeed (he tends> 
Where late (he left an hoft of friends a 
Alas ! tUbfe (hrioking friends decline^ 
Nor longer owti diat form divine ; 
With fear they mark the following cry. 
And from the lonely treAiUer fly ; 
Or backfvstrd' drive her on. the coafti 
Where peace was wceck'd; and hdnour loft. 
From earth thus hoping aid in vain. 
To heav'n not daring to compfaun i 
No truce by ho0jle clamoiir giv^iH 
And from th9 fice of frtendfli^ driv'n I 
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The nymfAi fiink preftmte i^vi^ie gve^pili^ 

With all her Uneight xJfwe^ areuiidr 
Ent&qqnl'i within 4 6ircliiigfty, 

Upon a mount| tt^er mxHifi^tis 9i^h, 

All ladiant (ate, as in « flirmey ^ 

Virtue, 6rfl 'effluence divine; 

Far, far above the foenes of w«c, 

That (hut this doud- wrapt world bciqw } 
^ Superior goddefs, eilenpe'brighty 

Beauty of uqcreHfeed ti^t, 

Whom:(ho!4d mortafitjr'furyey} 

As doomM upon a pertain dxfy 

The breath of 'foiM^ 'knuftexiHrei 

The world JifftiY» m 'Kving fire $ 

The gems of 'bcaVn^ and felar ^viit| 

Be quenched ^ her etemd beoni) 

A Ad i^ure, quiefc'<niag in her •ayt, 

Tp ri|bitii9w*)K>m phcBniX) #if. 
He«ee| uiir^ffiltd ^imiitfd'vivw, 

A veil arQund hmr'fiinii^ ihvtwi ' 

Whic^ thiee lad £fteiB 49f idle lb(di| 

I'^in, Care^ ^iid Mdamthofy o^nb, 
Thro^< tbisiwr ail*0nqiRring>e]f»| 

Attentive froqilier fta&» ingh| 

Beheld, ad>andon*d to de^uir, 

TheruiniQJrfier&vVatiefiuri ' 

And withra VQIC8| wfaefeawfiil iboad 
^ AfV^Hdtfefii^woddttooiid^ 
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Bid tbe tunullMOinrwtivisrbe ftiU« 
To ifunibcrrbiiw'dl eac^ lift'fliog hilli 
Uneurrd th« finr^ng of the main^ 
And fmoptb'd the thorny bed of paio ;. 
Tbe goldea hwp of he»r^n (be ftrung» 
And th«$<dio tuneful goddeis (uii§: 
^* Lovelji pcnit^iitjrarifei 

*^ Gbnty aiid claim thy Idadred (hic»t 

^ CotMi tbjr fiiUr aogpls la^t 

«< Thoffr haft Wttpt thy ^nt amy4 
f^ Let easperience now decide 

» 'Twixt the goixl and evil tryM i 

<< In the ioiooth^ enchanted gscnimV 

^ SBy^ uni^ the treafurea found. 
-^^Stt^aaiifeiynMs'd by morning dsea^ 

« Sandv tint tript the flirting fixeams^ 

*« .Dpwn^ that anchors on^ the air ^ 

^ Qoud% that pamt their changes thcre*> 

i /<^. Seaii that fmoothly dimpling licn^^ 

<« While die ftorm impends on bigjb i 

«< Shewing in an obvious ghfti 

^ J6ys»'that in pofleffion pais h 
<( Tranfienti, fickle» light and giiy^ 

** Flatt'ni^ only to betray I 
■ ** Whaty^aSf can life contain ) 

« Lifa I like all it>ci« da ■ f a iiW 
«< WiU di« ftorl^intCQding'Kft^ 

<t Oft dw.biUsW/ biuid her a«ft I 
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« Will the bee demand his ftore 

^ From the bleak and bladelefs {bore ? 

** Man alone, intent to ftray, 
** Ever tarns from wiidom's way 5 
^ Lays up wealth in foreign land, 
^( Sows die fea, and plows the fand. 

^ Soon this elemental mals, 
*< Soon th* imcumb'ring world (hall pais i' 
/* Form be wrapt in wafting fire^ 
*^ Time be (pent, and life expire. 

^* Then, ye bpafted works of meri| 
•* Where is your a(ylum then i 
^ Sons of pleafure, fons pf care, 
^' Tell me, mortals, tell me where I 

^ Gone, 1 ke traces on the deep, 
^ Like a fceptre grafp*d in (leep i 
<^ Dews exbal*d from morning glades, 
^ Melting fnows, and gliding (hades. 

^^ Pa& the world, and what's behind i 
^ Virtue's gold, by (ire re(in'd j 
" From an uni verfe deprav'd, 
**' From the wreck of nature fav'd, 

^ Like the life-fupporting^rain^ 
^* Fruit of patience, and of j)ain, 
<< On the fwain's autumnal day, 
•* Winnowed from the chaflFaway* 

** Little trembler, fear no more, 
^ Thou haft plenteous crops in ftore i 

" Seed, 
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" Seed, by genial forrow fown, 
** More than all thy fcorners own. 

«' What, the' hoftilc earth dcfpife I 
" Heav*ri beholds with gentler eyes ; 
^^ Heav'n thy friendlefs tteps (hallguide^ 
^^ Chear-thy hours and guard thy fide. 

*^ When the fatal crump (hall found, 
** When th* immortals pour around, 
** Heav*n (hall thy return atteft, 
^^ Hail'd by myriads of the blefs'd. 

<^ Little native of the (kies, 
" Lovely penitent, arife; • 
^< Calm thy bofom, clear thy brow, 
" Virtue is thy fitter now. 

*^ More delightful are my .woes, 
^^ Than the rapture pleafure knows ; 
^' Richer £ur the weeds I bring, ' 
^ Than the robes that grace a king. 

^' .On my wars, of (horteft date, 
« Crowns of endlefi. triumph wait J 
<< On my cares, a period blcfs'd ; 
*^ On my toils eternal reft. 

,^ Come, with virtue at thy fide, 
•* Come, be ev'ry bar dcfy^d, 
** TiU we gain our native (hore, 
^< Sifter, come, and turnup more/^ 
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HE bitSM^ntamuig brealft'^ jitrlbMef 

The wak*iliilg flmr'rs van^i ibttm Ubm&i 

Up with the ba^ from {hncttepofk^ 

Gay health and laft]rIabDarraro> 

The miUeaisiifl catoiM aft her pail« 

And (bepherds wiiiiftlcd d*ertbr dale;. 

When liOre^ wfao-Ied n nical UA^ 

R.enia[tp.fin]i]l bttflie^ as^y and ftn&yw • 

Forth from histhaich'dr<«fcatt»8e»aya, 

And ftroird alang' the dewy gUte. 

A nymphy wimli^itly trip'dtit hf^ 

To quiek attentioh tttrttfd: his eye;. 

He marked the geftipe of thi fair^ . 

Her felNfumciottt glace^ud m$ § 

Her ftep» that tftincUig meant tv plbifti 

Her ftudjr'd otgligenea sod eaft } 

And ciirioae 10 «tiqtdrr irint mcMif 

This ditng ol-prettineiira9d piiari 

Approaching ipoke, and bow'd oUenrant} 

The Iad/9 flightly^HSiri your fenrant* 
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Such besMMjr iii ib Rilb ji phoe< 
Fair one9 you da tbe dduntiy gctosf 
At court) no (bob^ the frafaitc can^ 
But Love'bas finaU aoqwittmoe theva, 
' YiMy fiTt* repljr!il the AnttVtng^ifanBe^ 
ThisfiHsnconfrfles ivheaceitcjiaici 
But dear variety, .ycm icnewi 
Can make jus pride and pomp iqrefDir 
My name js Vaniqr. I^vay 
The utm6ft tfland of thefeai 
Within my cqurt all honour centers ; 
I ratfe the meancft.lbiil tfaut enters | 
Endpw with htent gifts and £sace% 
And model fools fin* pofts and pl^iCBS^ 

As Vanity appoints a pleaiiii:^ 
The world receives sits weight and meafiims 
Hence all the giund concerns ^f life, 
Joys, cares, 4plagnes, psffions, peace, gxA ftrifet 

Refleid hoMT far ;my 410 w^r prenuls^ 
When I itop in, where^nature fidls^ 
And ev'ry breach of fenie repairing^ 
Am bounteous ftiUt where heav^ is %uttag« 

But chief in :aliiheirairts:9nd airs, , 

Their phtyif^ painting, points, andpnqr^css 
Titeir various habits, :and jawn ple g d ons. 
Fits, ftdicfl, fiiiblesiuid^pcrfedkinsi 
Their robiiig, culling, and adocningt 
From noon to m|^ itmuEoijnx t9 moraing 1 

Froiu 
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From fix to fiztyt fick or found, 
I rule the female world arouod. 

Hold there a moment, Cupid crj^d. 
Nor boaft domtnioa quite fo wide. 
Was there no pcovince to invade. 
But that.by love and meeknefs fWajr'd ? 
All other empire I refign ; 
But be. the fphere of beauty mine : 

For in the downy Jawn of reft. 
That opens on a woman's breaft. 
Attended by my. peaceful train, 
I chufe to live, .and. chufe to. reign. 

Far-dghted faith I bring along. 
And truth,, above an army ft'rong ; 
And chafiity, of icy mould. 
Within the burning, tropics cold ; 
And lowlinefs, to whofe mild brow 
The pOMr'r and pride of ^nations bow $ 
And mpdefty, with downcaft eye. 
That lends the mornher virgin dyej - 
And innocence, arrayed in light, • " 
And. honour, as a. tow V upright; 
With fv^eetly winning graces, more ' 
• Than poets pyer dreamt of yore; 
In uiviffeded condu^ free, 
All fmiUng fitters^ throe times three i 
And rofy peace, the cherub .blefc'd. 
That nighdy fings us. all to ircftr 



HcQce 
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Hence^ from the bud c^ nature's primes . 
From the iirft ftep of infant time^ 
Woman^ the world's appointed light^ 
Ha^ ikirted ev'ry fhzie with white ; 
Has ftood for imitation high. 
To cv'ry heart, and ev^ry eye ; 
From ancient deeds of fair renown. 
Has brought her bright memorials down; 
To 'time affiVd perpetual youth, 
And formM each tale of love arid truth. 

Upon a hew Promethean plan. 
She moulds the e ence of a man; 
Tempers his mafs, his genius fires, 
And, as a better foul, infpires. 

The riide (he foftens, vtrartfis the coldV 
Exalts the nieek, ^nd ch,ecks the bold ; 
CaJls floth from his fuf (ne repofej 
Within the coward's bofom glows | 
Of pride unplumes the lofty creft^ ' 
Bids bafhfal merit ftaiiid tonfefs' d ; 
And like coarfe metal from the mines^ 
CoUeds, irradiates, and refines. 

, The gentle icieflce fbe imparts^ 
AH manners fmooths, informs all hearts i 
From her fweet influence are felt- 
Paffions that' pleafe, and thoughts that- melt ; 
To fl0rmy rage (he Wds controu}, 
And finks fctwsly on the fou) ; 

Qji Softens 



3^ - TIf« LADieS ;,IB&AIttf| 

^oftens Deucalion's ffinty race^ 

And tunes the warring world to peace. 

Thus arm'd to al} that^s light and vain^ 
And freefl from thy fantaflic chain^ 
She fills the fphere by heaven af&gnM^ 
^nd ruPd by n^e, o'er-rules mankind. 

He fpcke* The. nymph impatient floo^ 
And laughingi thus her fpeech rentw'4 : 

And praj^ fir, may I be (o hdi 
To hppe your pretty tale is told f 
And neyt demand|. without a cavir^. 
What new ^topia do you travel ? — -r 
Upon my Word^ tbefe High-flown fancier 
j^hew depth of learningi^rrin romances* 
' Why, wh^t un(a{hion'd ftuff jo^ tell us^ 
Pf huckrm^mesp and lijp-toe- fellows !< 
po, child;, aod \fliea y«u-re $rowa oiatapei^ 
Ypu*ll (boat ypiff next ojjfinjpas. lliiwr*' 

O fucb aigsKd^ nadc atpaintiiq^t 
' And aU.£Qr fofiniiig^aiMLf^^ 
Guefs now, wbo^ fan^ ,a iMig^ tetiirti^ 
Thro' the whpk Bieoey oC flkmti^^mMttl 
Then. mark I t$if>l0o{psrhfiKi^^ 

The lines, toaooaiff^fifu^ be^^^hfCr 

'Xis.fiHid|^ that wwiaii|» IK^N^tK^ ftM/^f^ 
Thro' all tho^vw^dsi^ Mjk ra »gi « |^ 
Pn life's un6M|»%OB«aift«fidiiigj^ 
^pfcafpn^ rule, njwi ladder guiding, * 



Is like ^fit QQnuet> vsiiid*ripg Ught» 
Eccentfip^ oouilouSt andbrig;b^ 
Traaiefs, 3o4 ikjftinil an tbr vi|id». 
A fea wbpfe &tbpAX Qooe^ icao find i 
A moon^ ftiU chainsing» 9iid rcvQlviogi^ 
A riddle^ p.2|ft all bivaiaa folving i 
Abliftt ^pls^e^i 9^'beav'it| abdV 
A-:-— ^foilgtetbuigl tbat nQoian can tdL. 
Now ifiP4:4 a^fecret fr^m a;friend« 

iut, k,«m. jQiMr cattofcli and attend. 
TbPUgh in tbcur tiJiniicis tbought fe diftantj 

Nor witb tb^tr fi^. nbr felves confifteo^ 

^Tis btit tb«rdifFi^reiiCQ of a name* 

Ahd ev*rjP^WQman iiBrtbe famtu 

For as.t)]H9 worldi however vsUry'df 

And thro* imnumber'd changes cariy -d,; 

bf elemental mod^^andibrms^, 

Qouds^ n^^Q^ cplpujrsi c^ais> and.fttnns| 

Though in;a.tbouf«Kidifaits array'<i« 

Is of one-fubjeft-OMttcr made ;^ 

So» fir, at wP<mfi'&^ci<^i^u^C)n^ 
The w^pftd^eoiginat ftQcb.fplmioxls. 
And let hear. fpi^nftbe-. wh^ .you. w% 
i am die fiibje^^.-eiTenceiftiU^ 

The 4««?Ko^ bring I caiwwjncef 
tWibi^: ^wftsrf> n^tefrefc ad vaiK:a% , 

Qj\ a Thence 
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Thence in the growing form expand^ 

With childhood travel hand in hand ; 

And give a taAe of all their joys. 

In gewgaws, rattles, pomp, and noife* 

And now, familiar, and unaw'd, 

I fend the fluttering foul abroad. 

Frais'd for her fhape, her face, her mien^ * 

The little goddefs, and jthe queen. 

Takes at her infant-flirtne oblation. 

And drinks fweet draughts of adulation. ^ 

Now, blooming, tall, ere£t, and fair^ 
To drefs becomes her darling car« ; 
The realms of beauty then I bounds 
I fwell the hoop*s enchanted round ; 
Shrink in the waift's defcending fize, 
Heav'd in the fnowy bofom rife; 
High on the floating lappet fail. 
Or curl'd in trefles, kifs the gale, 
Then to her glafs I lead the fair, 
And fliew the lovely idol there ; 
Where, ftruck as by divine emotion. 
She bows with moft (incere devotion 5 
And numb'ring evVy beauty o*er, 
In. fecret bids the world adore. 

,» • 

Then all for parking and parading. 
Coquetting, dancing, oiafquer^ding ; 
For balls, plays, courts, and crouds, what paffion f 
A(id churches, fometimes^f the fafhion j 

For 
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For woman,*s fenfe of right an4 wrongs 
Is rql'd'hy the almighty throng; 
Still turps to each ipeander tame, 
And fwims,: the ftjaw of ev'ry ftrcam. 
Her fo^il intruidc. worth reje£b9 
AccompljOi'd only in defe£b ; 
Such e^ccellence is her ambition, 
Folly, her wifeft -acqiiifition ; 
And ev'n\from pity ;ind difdairt. 
She'll cull fome re^fon to be vain. 

Thus, fir, ft\m ev'ry form and feature. 
The wealth and wants of female nature ; ^ - 
And ev'n from vice, which you'd ^dcnirei ' 
I gather fuel to my fire i - 
And on the very bafe of (hame 
]£re£t my monument of fame. 

Let me another truth attempt. 
Of which your godfhip has not dreamt, 

Thofe (bjning virtues which you m after, . 
Whence think you they derive their luftre*? 
From native hp^^ur ^nd devotion i 
O yes, a mighty Ukely notion ! 
Truft me, from titled dames to fpinners, ' 
•Tis I make faints, whoe'er makes finners | 
•Tis I inftru<5l them to withdraw, 
' And hold prefumptuous man in awe j; • 
For female worth as, I infpire, • * 

;Jn jiiift degrees, ftfl} mounts tfe^ higher: j 

And 
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DcuniMb logg loSt ai)^ miglk^ f^i 
Uk &Bi|piMi's pilfaa» fisVI cbii^ 
I beat Ike feicfs totf ring aate I 
Sop ibtCi^ and ip ^ nokBcat's 4*^% 
Ddwn finks the &bffic to its bafe. 

Alike from tMe% apd from to^ 
I fpntigi the faont of female joys | 
In ev'rjr wiflow,* wifej and m^ 
The fote slftificer of. Uift. 
For them each tropit I explore | 
t cleave the iand of ew*tj iiore : 
To diem uniting Indians fiu(; 
Sabsea breathes her fartheft gaie ; 
For them the buHion I refine^ 

Dig fenfe and virtue from die mine j 

* 

. And from the bowels of invention* 
Sdin out the various arts you mentiom 
Nor bUis alone my pow'rs hcttow^ 
They hold the fov'reign balm of Woe ; 
Beyond the floic's boafted art^ 
I foothe the heaving of the heart | 
^0 patin give fplendbur and relief 
Add gild the pallid face of grief. 
. Alike the palace and the plain 
Admit the glories of mf reign ; 
Thro* ev'ry ajje^ in cvVy natiotfj 
Taftei talentSi tempers^ ftate^ ancl fta^ori ; 

Whatc'er 
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Alike I ^ and empty hwgfji 
^jutterj Iff fiiifejrjr, snd tiigi $ 
With Jigbt catfMts jthrq' fbtt^ n^^ 
/tind witfc the ptiMe difiMA t^ thtng^ 

And now fCtft Aitft; 'jtHrijft ^o^ iii| ^ 
That things were rip* ^r t «i^y---^ 
put fpfti ifA while I'faf 1ft ih« teiod^ 
jKitnHy pfiTiA^ mif to s^tld^xsikf 
Their ofohpft 11192^ to aAmel^ 
^d l^v^ 8ie ftprtMft ftcp die/ Qeyircf^i 

Wh^ ev Vjr fffeaftiTjft hif a-gronnfl^ 
jA^nd fojDjr tai^d tbro* i»lnjr a r&uMi 
^Jpbe rt^pif donf^vlng dlfcAntefft hencc^ 
I^y ripta to sir hcRi>*< rkftniktK^i . 
And vafOQffs ftied in (Rous Aoifturef 
Pifn;iifs 1^ tf^ a c^ur6H|' or dbjrfter ^ 
Then on I Wi her. witU davotibh,^ 
^on^icuoi^' in be^ dre6 ahd fzibtioft^ 
Infptre the heirv'nty breat)^h|» ati^ 
fLoll up tl^B hicid eycf in pray'r 1' 
jSoften the yoice^ ^hd hi die 6ce 
|LiJpok mklttn|^ ^ailftu^jp and'gracd^, 

Thys fat extends n^y friendly pthv'r^ 
^or jquit^'hef in ber latjeft l^our ^ 
The ^Ouch of deeent pfAd I fpread^- 
]^ fpfm IfrcKncf htr kn|)di) headf 

Her 
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Her thoughts I methodize in death, 
And part fiot with her parting breath i ; 
Then do 1 fet, in order bright, 
A length of funeral pomp to fight i 
iThe glirt*ring tapers and attire^ . 
The plumes that whiten o'er her bier^ 
Atid laft^ prefenting to her eye 
Angelic fineries on high. 
To fceiies of painted blifs I waft her^ 
And form the heav'n flie hopes hereaftef^ 

In truth, rejoined love's gentle God, 
You've gone ^ tedious length of road j 
And .ftrange, in all the toiUbrae way, 
No houfc of kind refrefliment lay ; 
No nymph, whofe virtues might have tempted^ 
To hold, her from her fe% exempted* 

For one, we'H never quarrel, man^ 
Take her, and keep her if you can ; 
And pleas'd I yield to your petition^ 
Since every fair, by fuch permiiBon^ 
Will hold berfelf the one feleiStedy 
And fo my fyftem ftands proteSieid 

O deaf to virtue, deaf to glory^ 
To truths divinely vouch'd in ftory J : . . 
The Godhead in his zealreturn'd^ 
And kindling at her malice bam'd ; 
Then fweetly rais'd his voice, and told 
Of heav'ni/oymph^ rever'dof old; * 
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Hypfipyle, who fav'd her fire | 

And Portia*^! love, approved by fire | 

Alike Peflelope was quoted. 

Nor laurePd Daphoe pafled unnoted | 

Nor Laodamia's fatal garter ; 

Nor faniM Lucretia, honour's martyr $ 

Alcefte*s voluntary ft eel, 

And CathVine^ /miiing on the wheel. « 

But who can hope to plant convi£lion| 

Where cavil grows on contradidion ? 

Some ihe evades or difavows. 

Demurs to all, and none allows ; 

A kind of ancient thing, caird fables t 

And thus the goddefs turn'd the tables. 

Now both in argument grew high. 
And choler flafh'd from either eye i 
Nor wonder each refu^'d to yield 
The conqueft of (o fair a field. 

When happily arriv'd in view, 
A goddefs, whom our grandames knew J 
Of afped grave, .and fober gait, 
Majeftic, awful, and fedate s 
As heav'n's autumnal eve ferene, • 
When not a ^loud o'ercafts the fcene ; 
Once Prudence call'd, a matron fam'd^ 
And in M Rome, Cornelia nam*d. 

Quick at a venture, both agree 
Tp leav# their ftrife to her decree* , 

Rr ' An4 
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And now by €ach the fa& were Ikzteig 
In form aiki oaanner as related i 
The cafe was (hort. They craved opinroni 
Which held o*er females chief dominion ? 
' When thus the gbddeft, anfwering mild, \ 
Firft ihook her gracious head, and fmird« 

Alas ! how willing to comply^ 
Yet h0w an(k a judge am I ! 
In times of golden date, 'tis true^ 
I (barM the fickle fex with you y . 

But from their prefence long precluded^ 
Or held as one whofe form intruded j . 
Full fifty anaoal funs can teD, 
Prudence has bid the fex fareweU* 

In this dilemma what to do^ 
Or who to think of, neither kneW) 
For both^ ftill biafs'd in opinion. 
And arrogant of fole dominion, 
Were forc'd to hold the cafe compoundied^ 
Or leave the quarrel where they found it« 

When in the nick, a rural fair^ 
Of anexperienc'd gait and air i 
Who ne'er had crofs'd the neighb.Ving lakff^ 
Nor feen the world beyond a wake } 
With cambrick coif, and kerchief clean, 
Tript lightly by them o'er the green. 
Now, nowi! cry'd Love's triumphant cbildy 
. And at approaching conqueft (mil'dr 
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If Vanity will once be guided, 
Our difFVence may be foon decided | 
Behold yon wench, a fie occafion 
To try your force ot gay perfuafiott. 
Go you, while I retire a}ooi^ 
Go, put thofe boafted pow^fs I0 proof i 
And if your prevalence of ait 
Tranfcends my yet unerring dart, 
I give the fevVite conteft o'er. 
And ne'er will boaft niy empire more. 

At once, fo faid, and fo confented % 
And well our goddefs feem'd contented ( 
Ntf ffxAa^i made a moment'a ftaia^ 
Sut tript, aoid lo^lc At girl m baad^ 

Mean while the ^oAed^ imatarm^dp 
As one^«(etcb occafion amv'dl^ - 
Forth from his <|aivcr cid^i a ^art^ 
That erft had wouaM many a heart; 
Then bending, dreir it |o i&e bead $ 
The bowftring twang'd, the arrow fledf 
And, to her fecret foul addrefs'd, 
Transfix'd the whitenefs of her breaft^ 

But here the dame, whofe guardian cariT^ 
Had to a moment watch'd the fair, 
At once her pocket mirror drew. 
And held the wonder full in view( 
As quickly, ranged in order bright, 
A tbouiand beauties rufh to fight j 
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A world of charmS} till now unknown* 

A world j«veal'd to her abnei i 

Enraptured ftandi the love-fick maid, "i 
Sulpended o'er the darling (badej , | 

Here only fixes to adnure^ • f 
And centen ereiy fond d«rtn. 
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LOVE AND HONOUR, 



JriARIt ! may heaven defend the« ! 
Hark I the drum commands I 

• • • 

Honour, I attend thee ; 

Love, I kifs thy hands. 
May guardian angels watch tfaee^ 

And conqueft on thee wait I 
One ki6, and then f give thee up^-* 

Alas ! Poor Kate I 

r 
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LOVE AND HOPE» 
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XIE Aft> Doddington^ die Adtes that (hephetds fiilgi 
Like thofe that warbling hail the genial fpnng. 
Nor Pani nor Phoebus^ tunes our artlefs reeds ) 
From Love done their melody proceeds. 
From Lore, Thdocritus, on Enna's plains. 
Learnt the wild fweetnefs of his Dorick flrains* 
Young Maros touched by his infpiring dart, ' 

Could charm each earj and foftea er^ry heart: 



t» THE LADIES LIBRARY! 

Me laa his povirer has reached, and bids with thine 
My ru/lick pipe in pleafing concert join* 

Damon no longer fixught the filent {trndtj 
No more in unfrequente4 paths he ft ray 'd. 
But calPd the fwains" to hear his jocundfong. 
And told his joy to ^11 the rural throng. 

" Bleft be the hour, he faid, that happy hour, 
** When firff I own'd my Delia's gentle powV J 

** Then gloomy difcontent and pining care 
** Forfook my bfeaft, and left foft wiffaes there | 
** Soft wiflies there they left, and gay defires, 
<* Delightful languors, and trahfporting fires. 
** Where yonder limes combine to form a (hade, 
^^ Thefe eyes firft gaz'd upon the charming maid: 
*5 There (he g^pear'd, on that aufpicious day, 
• ** When fwains their fportive rites to Bacchus pay : 

** She led the dance— hcav'ns ! with what grace (he mov'd ! 

** Who could have feen h^r then, ancj not have lov*d ? 

" I (Irove not to refift to fweet a flame, 

*< But gloried in a happy captive's name ; 

** Nof would I now, could Love permit, be free, 

^ But leave to brutes their favage liberty. 

^^ And^ thou then, fond youth, fecure of joy? 
^ Can no reverie thy flattVing bliCs deftroy? 

^ Has treacherous Love no torment yet in ftpre f 

^* Or haft thpu never prqv'd bis fatal poVir'r? 

♦* Whence flojv'd thofe tears that laite bedew'd thy jcheek ? 

« Why %h'd thy hevt as if it ftrovc to break f * 

« Why 
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*^ Why were the defert rbpks invok'd to hcaf 

** Tlie plaintive aCcent'of thy fad defpair ? ' . 

*< From Delia's rigour all thofe pains arofe^ 

^< Delta, who now compaffionates my woes^ 

<< Who bids me hope ; a^d in that charming Wold ^ 

^^ Has peace and tranfport to my foul refter'd. .' ' ^ 

^^ Begin, my pipe, begin the gladfooie lay % 
^ A kifs from Delia (hall thy muiic pay ; 
^* A kifs, obtained 'twixt ftru^gling and confentf 
** Giv'n with forc'd anger, and difguisM content* 
*' No laureat wreaths I afk, to bind my broWs^ 
^^ Such as the Mufe on lofty bards beflows : 
<< Let other fwains to prsufe or fiime afpire | 
^ I from her lips my recompence require* 

" Why ftays my Delia in her fecrct b6w*r \ 
" Light gales have chas'd the late impending fhow*r i 
^< Th* emerging fun more bright his beams extends \ 
^^ Oppos'd, its beauteous arch the rainbow bends ! 
^* Glad youths and maidens tUrii the new-^made hay-} 
** The birds renifw their fongS on t\*vj {^t'xf \ 
** Come forth, my loVe, thy fhepherd's joys to crown : 
" All nature f(niIes,-*-Will only Delia frown ? 
<< Hark ! how the bees with murmurs fill the plains 
** While ev*ry flow'r df ev*ry fweet they drain : 
^* See, how beneath yon hillock's fhady fteep, 
«* The (helter'd herds on flow'ry couches fleep J 
** Nor bees, nor herds^ are hiilf {q bleft as Ij 
^ If with my fond defires my love comply | 

S s « Yi^m 
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^ From Delia's lips a (weeter honey flows, 
^ Aod on lier bofom dwells more foft repofe. 

« Ah ! how, my dear, fliall I deferve thy diarttS ? 
^ What gift can bribe diee to my longing arms i 
^ A bird for thee in filken bands I hold, 
ff Whofe yellow plumage (bines like polifh'd gold } 
fc From diftant ifles the lovely ftranger came^ 
^ And bears the fortunate Canaries name ; 
9^ In adl otir woods none bpafts fo fweet a note, 
^ Not ev*n the nightingale's nielodtous throat. 
^< Accept of this ^ and couM I add befide 
^ What wealth the rich Peruvian mountains hide | 
^ If all the gems in eaiftern rocks were mine, . 
^ On thee alone dieirglitt'ring pride (hoiild IbinCf 
f* But, if thy mind no gifts have pow'r to move, 
^* PboAus himfelf fliall leave di- Aonian grove ^ 
!^ The tunefiil Nine| who never fue in vain^ 
f ^ ShaU come (weet fuppliants for their fiiv'rite fwain^ 
^* For him each blue^ey'd Naiad of the flood i 
f< For him each green-hair'd lifter of the wood s 
^< Whom oft benea^ fidr Cynthia's gende ray 
^ His mufic calls to dance the night away : 
^ And you, &ir nympiis, pompsfnions of my love, 
^' With wiiom (he joys die powflip meads to rove | 
*^ I beg you, recommend my fiuthfiil flame, 
?< And let her often bear her fliepherd's name | 
f^ Shade all my faults from her enquiring' fight^ 
ff And (hew my merits in the (aireft light : 
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*( lAy pipe your kind aSftance (ball repay, 
** And ey'ry frieiuJ Qiall claim a diff'rcnt lay. 

" But, fee ! in yonder glade the hcav'nly Gur 
** £iijoys the fragrance of the breezy air, 
** Ah ! . thither let me fly with eager feet : 
** Adieu ! my pipe— ^I go my love meet ! 
** O ! may I find her as we parted laft I 
** And may each future hour be like the paft ! 
** So (hall the whiteft lamb thefe pafturcs feed^ 
*t Propitious Venus, on thy altars hjeed.'* 
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LOVe^ AND JEALOUSY, 



A V 



ECLOGUE. 



BY THE SAME. 



X HE gods, O Walpole, gire no bliTs fincerei 
Wealth is difturb'd by care^ and pQw'r by fear ; 
Of all the paffions that employ thp mind. 
In gentle love the fwe^teft joys we find ; 
Vet c*en thofi joys dire. Jealoufy moleftsi 
And blackens each fair Image in our breafts<: 
O may the warmth of thy too tender heart 
Ne'er feel the jLarpnefs of his venom'4 dart ! 
For thy own quiet, think thy miftrefs juft, 
An4 wUely t^e thy h^ppin^fs on trilft. 



PcgitTi 



Begin) my Mufe^ and Damon's woes rehearfe^ 
Iti wildeft numbers and diforder*d verfe* 

On atomantick mountain's airy head 
{While browsing goats at eafe around himi fed) 
Auxioifs ht hji with jealous cares eppreft; 
Diilruft and anger lab'ring in his breaft— - 
The vale beneath a pleafing profpefl yields 
Of verdant meads and cultivated fields; 
Through thefe a river rolls its winding floods 
AdornM with various tufts of rifii^ wpod ; 
Here half conceal'd in trees a cottage ftandsi 
A caftle there the opening plain commands ; 
Beyondi a towh with gKttVing fpire^ is ^rowiC^i 
And diftant hills the wide hof izon bound : 
So charming was the fcene, awhile the fwain 
Beheld delighted^, and forgpt his.j^in ; 
But foon the ftingi infix'd within his heart 
With cruel force renew'd their raging fmart :' 
His flow'ry wreath^ which long with pride hp WOttf^. 
The gift of^Deliji, from his brow$ he toreji. 
Then cried^ ^' May all thy char^s^ ungrateful maidi, 
^ Like thefe negled^d.rofes, droc^ and fiide ! 
<< May angry heav'h deform each guilty grace^ 
^ That triumphs now in that deluding face ! 
*' Thofe ^Iter'd looks may ev'rylhepherd Hy^ 
^< And ev'n thy J)aphnis hate thee* woirfe than I i 

^* Say, thou inconfta^t, what has Xtampadone^ 
<* To lofe the heart his^ tedious pains hdi wpn ? 

«TcU 
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#« Tell me ^at chiirim you in my rival find, 

>« Againft whofe pow'r no ties have ftrcngth to hini f 

*' Has he, Kkc me, with long cA>edtefice ftrovc 

^* To conquer your diOain, and merit love ? 

^ Has he with dranfport ev'ry fmile ador'd, 

** And died with grief at each ivngentle word ? 

*« Ah, no ! the cpnqueft was obtained with eafe j 

** He pleas'd you, by not ftudying to pleafe : 

** His carelefs indolence ydur pride alarmed ; 

H And, had he lov' d you more, he \t^ had charm'd/ 

<< Oh ! pain to think ! another (hall pofTeft 
•^ Thofe balmy lips, i;$^hich I W^s wont to prefs ! 
^f Another oi> her panting bret^ft (ball lie, 
^* And catch fweet niadnefs from her fwiitiming eye !— ^ 
*« I faw their friendly flocks together feed j 
^ I faw them hand lA hand w^k o'er the mead : 
^* Would my cl^sM eye had funk inendlefs night, 
^< Ere I was doomM to bear that hateful fight ! 
^« Wherever djrey pafs^d, be Wafted ev'ry flower 5 
>.* And hungry wolves their helplcfs flocks devour l-s? 
** Ah ! wretched fwain, could no examples move 
^* Thy heedlefs heart to fliqn the rage of love I 
^* Haft thou n6t heard how poor Menakas died 
?< A viaim tp Parth^nia's fatal prfde f 
f< Dear was the youth to all Ag tunefiil pl^o j 
?* Lov'd by the nymphs, by Phopbus lov'd, in vain : 
^« Around' Ills' tonab tfcefr fears the Mufts paid ; 
^* And all thhtgs'mourn'd, but the relenrfefs maid, 
f* Would I could die like him, and be at peace ! 
I ^ Thffe torments in the auict grave vf ou]d ceafc } 

^^ Thcrp 
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^ There my vex'd- thoughts a calm repofe would find^ 
*^ And reft) as if my Delia dill were kind. 
^ No ! let me live, her falfehood to upbraid ; 
^^ Some .god, perhaps, my juft revenge will aid.— ^ 
*' Alas ! what aid, fond fwaift, would'fl^ thou receive ? 
^ Could thy heart bear to fee its Delia grieve i 
*• Protcft her, heav'n ! and let her never know 
** The flighted part.of haplefs Damon's woe ! 
*M a(k no vengeance the from pow'rs above ^ 
*' All I implore is never more to love. 
^ Let me this fondnefs from my bofom tear $ 
^ Let me forget that e'er I thought her fair. 
^ Come, cool IndifFerence, and heal my breaft ^ 
« Wearied, at length, I feek thy downy reft & 
^^ No turbulence of paffion (hall deftroy 
•* My future eafe with flatt'ring hopes of joy* 
^* Hear, mighty Pan, and all ye Sylvans, heai^ 
** What, by your guardian deities, I fwear : 
** No more my eyes (hall view her fatal charms } 
•* No more I'll court the trait'refs to my arms ^ 
" Not all her arts my fteady foul (hall move ; 
*« And (ho (hall find that reafon conquers love ! " 

Scarce had he fpoke, when through the lawn below 
Alone he faw the beauteous Delia go ; 
At once tranfporte4) he forgot his vow ; 
(Such perjuries the laughing gods allow ( } 
Down the fteep hills with ardent hafl^ be flew ; 
He found her kind, and foon believ'd her true* 
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ADVICE TO A DAUGHTER. 
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DEAR DAUGHTER^ 

JL FIND} that even our moft pleafing thoughts 
will be unquiet ; they will be in mption ; and the mind can 
hare no reft whilft it is poiTefTed by a darling paf&on* You are 
at prefent the chief objed of my care, as well as of my kind- 
nefs ; which (bmetimes throweth me into vifions, of your being 
happy in the world, that are better fuited to my partial wifhes 
than to my reaibhable hopes for you. At other times, when 
my fears prevail, I ihrink aj if I was ftruck, at the profped of 
danger to which a young woman muft be expofedr By how 

T t much 
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much tbe more lively, fo much the more liable you are to be 
hurt ; as the iincft plants are the fooneft nipped by the froft, 
Whilft you are playing full of innocence, the fpiteful world 
will bite, except you are guarded by your caution. Want of 
care, therefore, my dear child, iS Aever to be excufed ; fmce, 
as to this world, it hath the fame eSed as want of virtue. Such 
an early fprouting wit re^uiretli fo much the more to be fiieU 
tered by fome rules, like fomething flrewed on tender flowers 
to preferve them from being blafied. You muft take it well 
to be pruned by fo kind a hand as Aat of a father. There may 
be fome bitternefs in mere obedience : the natural love of 
liberty may help to make the commands pf aparent harder to 
go down. Some inward refinance there will be, where poweri 
and not choice, maketh us move : but when a father layeth 
afide his authority, and perfu^eth only by his kindnefs, you 
will neyer anfwer it to good*nature, if it h^tb not weight with 
you. 

A great part of what is faid in thte fo!It$\^{n|; dHcourfe mSy 
be above th? prefent growth of your underftanding ; but that 
bccbmifig every da/ taller, wiH> in a little' tiMC) re^qh up to it, 
fo as to make it e^fy to you. I aih Willing to : begin with yttti 
before ^our mirtti is quite' formed, that being the timie in which 
it is liiofl; capabk of receiving a colour that .will lafV when it 
is- nAixfed with it. Few things are well learnt but by early pre- 
cepts ; thdCc well infufed make them natural ; and we are never 
fuf e of retai'ning what is valuable, till, by a continued habit, we 
Kav^ m^de it a^piece of us. ^ 

Whether nly ikill cail draw the pidlure of a fine woman may 

"be 
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be a queftion : but it can be none, that I have drawn that of a 
kind fath.er. If you will take an cxziX copy, I will fo l^r pre* ■ 
fume upon Aiy workmanfhip, as to undertake you (hall not 
make an ill figure. Give me fo much credit as to try, and I 
am fure that neither your wiftkcs nor jniae lliall be difappointcd 
by it. 
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HE firft thing to be confidered is religion. It 
muft be the chief objeft of your thoughts i fince it would be a 
vain thing to dire£l your behaviour in the world, and forget 
that which you are to have towards him who made it. 

In a ftri£t fenfe, it is the only thing neceflary ; you muft take 
it into your mind, and from thence throw it into your heart, 
where you are to embrace itfo.^lofe^fis never to lofc the pof- 
feffion of it. But then it is neceiTary to diftinguifh between 
the reality and the pretence. 

Religion doth not confift in believing the legend of the nur« 
fery, where children with their milk are fed with the tales of 
witches, hobgoblins, prpphecies^. miracles. We fuck in fo 
greedily thefe «arly miftakes, that our riper underftanding hath 
much ado to cleanfe our minds from this kind of tra(h ; the fto^ 
ries are fo^ entertaining, that we do not only believe them, but 
relate them ; which makes the difcovery of the truth fomewhat 
gFievous, when it makes us lofe fuch a field of impertinence'^ 
where we might have diverted ourfelves j befides the dirowing 
fome fhame upon us for having ever received them. This is 
making the world a jeft, and imputing to God Almighty, that 
the province he afligneth to the devil, is to play at blindman's- 

bufF, 
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buff, and fbew tricks to mankind ; and is fo far from being 
religion, that it is not fenfe ; and hath right only to be called 
that kind of devotion^ of which, ignorance is the undoubted mo- 
ther, without competition or difpute. Thefe miftakes are^ 
therefore, to be left off with your hanging^fleeires ; and yon 
ought to be as jnuch out of countenance to be found with theoi 
about you, as to be feen playing with babies at an age ^bea 
other things are expected from you. 

The next thing to be obferved to you is, that religion doth 
as little confift in loud anfwers and devout convutiions at 
church, or praying in an extraordinary manner. ' Some ladies 
are fo extreme ftirring at church, that one ^would fwear the^ 
^orm in their confcience made them ib unquiet ; others wilt 
have fuch a divided face, between a devout gogle and an in- 
viting glance, that the unnatural mixture maketh even the befi: 
looks to be at that time ridiculous. Thefe afFeSed appearances 
are ever fufpefied, like very ftrong perfumes, which are gene- 
rally thought no very good fymptoms in thofe that make ufe of 
them. Let' your earneftnefs, therefore, be referved for your 
clofet, where you may have God Almighty to yourfelf ; in pub* 
lie, be ftill and calm, neither undecently carelefs, nor a(Fe<Sted 
in the other extreme. 

It is not true devotion to put on an angry zeal againft thofe 
who may be of a differing perfuafion. Partiality to ourfelve$ 
makes us often miftake it for a duty, to fall hard upon others ia 
that cafe ; and being pufhed on by felf-conceit^ we ftrike with* 
out mercy, believing that the wounds we give are meritorious^ 
and that we iftre fighting God Almighty's quarrel > when thi^ 

truth 



X 



13^ TH£ LADIES LIBRARY! 

truth iBy we afe only fecting outourfelves : our devotidn, too, 
often breaking out into that 'fiiape, which moft^ agreeth with 
ooTs particular tamper. The choleric grow into a hardened 
feveritjr againft all who difient from them ; fnatdi at all the 
teJtfs of fcf-ipture that fuit with their complestion ; and iieeaiife 
God's wrath was fomedmes kindled^ they conclude, thsut anger 
is a divine virtue ; and are (o far from inaagining their iii-na^ 
tured 2eal requireth an apology, that they value themfelves 
upon it, and triumph in it. Others, whofe nature is more ere- . 
dulous than ordinary, admit no bounds or meafijre to it ) ihey 
-grow as proud of extending their faith, as f^rinces are of jcn* 
iarging their dominions ; not cooHdering that our faith, like our 
ftomach, is capable of being over-charged ; and that, as the laft 
is deftroyed hy taking in more than it can digeft, To our reafoa 
may be extinguished by oppre(&ng it with the weight of too 
many ftrange things; efpecially if we are forbidden to chew' 
what we are commanded to fwallow. The melancholy and 
tiie fuUen are apt to place a great part of their religion in de« 
je£ted or iU^humoured looks, putting on an :un{bcrabile face, and 
declaiming againft the innocent entertainments of life, with as 
much fliarpnefs -as they could beftow upon the greateft crimes. 
This, generally, is only a vizard ; there is feldom any thing 
real in it. No other thing is the better for being four ; and 
it would be hard that religion ihould be fo, which is the heft 
of things. In the mean time, it may be faid with truth, that 
this furly kind of devotion hath, perhaps, done little kis hurt 
in the world, by frighting, tbaa the moft fcandaious exaaaples 
have done by iiife<^ing it« 

Having; 
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Ihvitig told y6a, \tk (hefe ftiwinftances^ to which liiany more> 
iftight t^ zidtdy what is not true religioir j it is time to deferibe 
to ydu what is fo. The ordinary, definitions of it are no morei 
lik6 it than &^ coftitnon ftgn pofts are like the princes they 
^Odld reprefi^ntt The nitOcilful daubers in all ages have ge- 
nerally l^id on fuch ill colours, and drawii fuch harfli lines, that> 
the beaqty of it i$ not eafily to be difcerned : they have put in 
all the forbidding features that can be thought of; and, in tbf . 
firft place, htfve made it an irreconcilable enemy to nature,^ 
when, in reality, they are not only friends, but twins, born 
together at the fame time ; and it is doing violence to thetn* 
both to go about to have them feparated. Nothing is fo kind; 
and fo inviting as true and unfophifticated religiod ; inftead of 
impofing unneceflkry burdens upon our nature, it eiifeth us of, 
the greater weight of our paffions and niiftakes : inftead of 
fdbduing us with rigour, it redeemeth-us from the flavery we 
are in to ourfel\^es, who are the raoft fevere matters, whilft we . 
are under the u|urpation-of our appetites let loo(e and not, 
reRi^ai^ed. 

R^eligidn is a cheerful diihg; (b far firom being glways at 
cui% with good hiamour, that it is infeparably united to iU 
NoihlAg unpteii&nt btlcngs to it, though the fpiritual cooks 
have done their unfkilfcil part to give an ill relifli to it* A'wife 
ei>icare wduld be religions for the fake of pleafure ; good fenfe 
is the foundation of b6th ; and he is a bunker who atmeth at: 
ti^t luxury but where they are joined* 

Rel%ion is exited reafon, refined and ftfted from the gr^C^fler. 
pam c^ it : it d^dteth in the i^er reg^ion of the mind>. and- 

there/ 
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there are feweft clouds, or miftt to darken or offend It ; It h 
both the foundation and the crown of all Virtues ; it is morality 
improved and rauied to its height, by being carried nearer hea* 
ven^the only place where perfection refideth. It cleanfeth the 
underftanding, and brufheth off" the earth that hangeth about 
our fouls. It doth not want the hopes and the terrors which are 
made ufe of to fupport it ; neither ought it to defeend to the 
borrowing any argument out of itfelf, fince there we may find 
every thing that (hould invite us. If we were to be hired to 
religioxi) it is able to outbid the corrupted world^ with all it can 
offer to us } being fo much the richer of the two, in every thing 
where reafon is admitted to be a judge of the value. 

Since this is fo, it is worth your pains to make religion your 
choice, and not make ufe of it only as a refuge. There are 
ladies who, finding by the too vifible decay of their good looks 
that they can (hine no more by that light, put on the varnifli of 
an affected devotion, to keep up fome kind of figure in the 
world*^ They take fandluary in the church, when they are pur- 
fued by growing contempt, which will not be ftopped^ but fol- 
lowed! them to the altar. Such late penitence is only a difguife 
for the tormenting grief of being no more handfome. That is 
the killing thought which draweth the fighs and tears, that ap- 
pear outwardly to be applied to a better end. 

There are many who have an aguifli devotion, hot and cold 
fits, long intermiffions, and violent raptures. Thrsunevennefe 
is by all means to be avoided. Let your method be a fteady 
couHe of good life, that may run like a fmpoth ftream, and be 
a perpetual ipring to furniih to the continued exercife of virtue* 

Your 
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Your devotion may be earneft, but it tnuft be unconftraincd, 
arid^ like other dutres, you mud make it your pleafure too, or 
dfe it will have very little efficacy. By this rule you may bed 
judge of your own heart. Whilft thofe duties are joys, it is an 
evidence of their being fincere; but when they are a penance, 
it is a Hgn that your nature maketh (bme refiftance ; and whilft 
that l^fl^th, you can never be entirely fecurc of yourfclf. 

If you are often unquiet, and too nearly touched by the crofs 
accidents of Kfe, your devotion is not of the right ftandard, there 
is toc^ much alloy in it. That which is right and unmixed taketh 
^way the fting of every thing that would trouble you : it is like a 
healing balm, that extiriguifheth the (barpnefs of the blood $ ib 
this fofteneth and diflblveth the.anguifb gf the mind. -A devout 
mind hath the privilege of being free from paflions, as fome cli- 
mates are from all venomous kind of creatures. It' will raife 
you above the little vexations to which others, for ^want of it, 
will be expofed ; and bring you to a temper. Hot of ftupid incfif- 
ference, but of fuch a wife refignation, that you may live in the 
world, fo as it may hang about you like a loofe garment) and not 
tied too clofe to yoii. 

Take heed of running into that cotnmon error of applying 
Gcd's judgments upon particular octahons. Our weights and 
meafures are not competent to make the diftribution either, of 
his mercy or his juftice : he hath thrown a veil over thefe things, 
which makes it not only an Impertinence, but a kind of facri- 
lege, for us tb giVe fentence in them ivithout his commiiSon. 

As to your particular faith, keep to the religion that is grown 
up with you, both as it is the bed in itfelf, and that the reafon of . 

U u ftaying 
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ftaying in it upon diat grountl is fomewhai ftronger for yoof 
iex than it will, perhaps^ be allowul to be for oursi iDrcfpe^ 
that the voIuminoBS inquiries into the truth, by reading, are left 
expeSetl ft'om you- The beft of book» will be direSioa 
^ough to you not tochangc ; and whilft you are fixed And fuf* 
ficiently confirmed in your own mind, you wiU do beft to keep 
vain donbts and fcruples at fucb a diftance tbat they may give 
;^ no dt{i]i)tet. 

Let OK recommend you to a meihodof being rightly infomr 
'ted, which can nerer fiiil : it is in fboit this i get underfiandingi 
and pr>£tife virtue. And if you arc to bleiled as to faave tbo^ 
'for yodr fliBre, it k not furcr that there is a Gad, dian it if^ 
itbst byilin sU ucocffiuy truths wiJJ be rercaled to you* 
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HUSBANb; 



1 *H A T which diaillengeth the next place in font 
. tiimights is how to live with a hafband. And though that is fd 
large a word, that few rules can be fixed to it which are un-^ 
changeable, the methods being as various as the feveral tempers of 
Inen to which they muft be fuited \ yet I cannot omit fome ge-^ 
iieral cbferrations, which, with the help of your 6wn, may the 
better direft you in the part of your life upon which your happU 
lieis moft dependeth; 
{ • It is one Of the difadvantages belonging to your fex, that 

young women are fcWom permitted to make their own choice | 
Bieir friends care atid experi-ence are thought fafer guides to 
thiem than their own fiincies^ and their modefty often forbiddeth 
them to refufe when their parents recommend, though their in- 
^mrd tonfent may not efntirely go along with it. In this cafe^ 
dtere remaineth rtofhing for them to do, but to endeavour to 
- fiiake that eafy which falleth to their lot ; and, by a wife ufe of 
every thing they may diilike in a hulbalnd, turn that by degrees 
tb be very fiipportable, which, if neglefted, might in time beget, 
to averfion* 

You muft fitft lay ft down for a foundation in general, tliaf 
Arere is inequality in the fexesj and that for thel>etter oeconomy 
^f the WOtld) the men, who were to be the lawgivers, had the 

Uu a larger 
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larger (hare of reafon beftowed upon them; by which meani 
your fex is the better prepared for the compliance that is ne^ 
Hilary for the better performance of thofe duties which feem to 
be mojt properly aiHghed to it. Thjsr looks a little uncourtly 
at the firft appearance; but, upon examination, it will be found> 
that nature is fo far fl'om being uiijuft to you, that fhe is partial 
on your (idc^ She hath made you (uch large amends by other 
advantages, for th^ feeming injuflice of the firft di(lribution» 
that the right of complaining is come over to our fex. You 
|iave it irt your power not only to free yourfelves, but to fubdu^ 
your mafters, and, without violence, throw both their natural 
and legal authority at yoyr feet. We are made of differing 
tempers, that our defefts may the better be mutually fupplied ; 
your fex wanteth our reafon for your conduft, and our ftrertgth 
for your protefSUon; ours wanteth your gentlenefs to foften and to 
entertain i;s. The firft part 6f 0ur life is a good deal fubjefted to 
you in the nurfery, where you reign without competition, and by 
that means have the advantage of giving the firft inipreifions. 
Afterwards you have ftronger influences, which, well managed, 
have more force in your behalf than all our privileges and jurift 
diftions can pretend to have againft you. You have morq 
flrength in your looks than we have in our laws> and more pow« 
cr by your tears than we have by our argumentSt 

It is true, th^t the laws of paarriage run in a b^rfher ftyle to* 
wards your fex. Obey is an ungenteel wprd, and lefs cafy to 
be digefted, by making fuch an unkind diftinSion in the words 
of the contradl, and fo very unfuitable to th? excefs of good 
iiianners, which generally goes before it. Befides, the uniyer-?; 

fiaity 
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faKty- of the rule feemeth to be a grievance ; and it appearet^ 
reafonable that there might be an exemption for Extraordinary 
women from ordinary rules,, to take away the juft ^xpc(^tioll 
that lyeth againft the falk meafure of general equality^ 

It may be alleged by thp pouncil retained by youf fex, that at 
there is^ in all other laws, an appeal from the letter to the 
/equity,* in cgfes that require it f it is as reafonable fhat fom^ 
pourt of a terger jurifd 1(5^1 on n)igh^ be ei;e<Sted, where fom^ 
)vives might refort and plead fpecially* And in fuch inftances^ 
where nature is fo kind as (o raife them above the level of their 
own fex, they might have relief, and obtain a niitigation, iq, 
their own particular, of a fentence which was given generally 
againft womankind. The caufes of feparation are now fo very 
f-oarfe, that few are confident enough to buy their liberty at tho 
price of having their modefty fo expofedf And for difparity of 
minds, which, above all other things requireth a remedy, th^ 
laws have made nq provifion ^ fo little refined are numbers of 
men by whom they are compiled. This, and a gres^t deal more| 
flight Jl>e faid, to give a colour to the complaint. 

But the anfwer to it in fhort is, that the inftitution of mar<* 
jiage is too f^<:red to admit a liberty of objef^ing tolt; tha(: 
the fuppofition bf yours being the weaker feX) having, without 
^1 doubt, a good foundation, maketh it reafonable to fubjecSl it 
to the maf^ijliiie dominion ; thatnq rule can be fo' perfect as not 
to admit feme e;f(ep(ion ; but the lav^ prcfumeth there would be 
ib few found io this (cafe, who would have a fufficient right to 
(Uch a privilege, that it is fafer fome injuftice Ihould be con^ 
DJvp<l ^t \a % very few inftanpes, than (o breal^ ii^to ^ eftabliih«« 
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ftietit} upon which tiie order of human focjetjr doth fo mtich i^^ 
pcnd, , ' . - ' 

Yoii are, therefol'e, to make your heft of what li fettled by 
law and cttftom^ and not vainly imagine that it will be changed! 
for your fake. Bu^ that you may not be difcouraged, as if you 
lay under the weight of an incurable gfrevance, you are toknow^ 
that by a wife and dexterous condu£t, it wilt be in your powef 
to relieve yourfelf from any thing that lobketh like a dHadvan^ 
lage in it. For your better diredlion^ I will give a hint of tht 
inoft ordinary caufes of diflatlsfadlion between rtian and wife^ 
that you may be able, by fuch a warning, to live (o upon jout 
guard, that when you (hall be matried, ydu may know how 16 
ture your hufband's miftakes, and to prevent your own. 

Firft, then, yoii are to confider you live in a time wfaidi hath 
tendered fome kind of frailties fo habitual, that they liy claim 
to large grains of allowance* The world in this is fomewfaat 
tinec|ual, and our fex feemedi to play the tyrant in diftinguifliing 
}>artially fot ourfelves, by making that in the utmoft degree cri- 
minal in the women, which in a man pafTeth under a much 
gentler cenfure. The root and the excufc of this ityuilfce is the( 
prefervation of families from any mixture which miiy bring k 
blemifh to them : and whilft the point of honour c^ontimies to^ 
be fo placed^ it feems unavoidable to give your fex die greatet 
fhare of the penalty. But if in this it lyeth under any diladvan<* 
tage : you are more than recompenfed, by having Ae bonot^ 
of families in your keeping. The confideration fo great a trtttt 
muft give you makethfull amends ; and this power the World 
hath lodged in you can hardl^fail to ireftraintbe ftverity of «h 
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Ml hufbatic], atid t2> improve the kindQefi and efteem of a good 
pne^ This being fo, remeinbcr» that next to the danger of 
committing the fault yourfelf, the grcateft \% that of feeing it in 
jrour huiband; t)o not feem to look or hear that way ; if be i^ 
a man of lenie he will reclaim himfelf ; the folly of it is of it* 
lelf fufficient to cure him : if be is not fo, he will be provoked, bu( 
not reformed. To expoftulate in tbefe cafes looketh like der, 
daring war, and preparing reprifals; which, to a thinking huf- 
Iband, would be a dangerous r^fle£tion. Befides, it is fo coar(i: 
a reafbn, yrhich will be affiled for a la^jy -s too great warmdi 
•j^pon fuch an occafion, that modefty no lefs than prudencQ 
pagfajt to refirain her \ fince fuch an yndecent complaint makes 
^ wife much more ridiculous than the injury that provqketh her 
to it. But . it is ytt worff aod more unfkilful to blaze it in th^ 
world, expe^ing it fliould rife if p in arnis to take her part | 
whereas (he will find it can have np other effedl than that (be 
will Im ierved up in all companies as the reigning jeft at that 
time ; and will continue to be the common entertajnmpnt, till: 
ihe ts reicued by ibme newer folly that cometh upon the i^age^ 
and driveth her away from it. The impertinence of fuch me* 
tbods is fo plain^ that it doth not deferve the p^ins of being laid 
open. Be aflured, that in thefe^ cafes your difcretion and filence 
will be the moft prevailing reproofs an affe^^ed ignorancei 
which is feldom a virtue, is a great one here v and when your 
htfflNind feetb how unwilling you are to be uneafy, there is no 
ftponger argunient to perfuade him not to be unjuft to you, 
Sefides, it will naturally make him more yielding in other 
^n^s \ ai»d wbetber it be to cover pr redeem bis offence, you 

may 
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niay have the good efFedis of it whilft it lafteth, and all thaf 
while have the mod; reafonable ground that can be of prefuming 
fiich a behaviour will at laft entirely convert him. There is 
nothing fov glorious to a wife as a victory fo gained ; a man, (o 
reclaimed^ is for ever after fubjeded to her virtue; and her 
bearing for a time is more than rewarded by a triumph that 
will continue as long as her life. « 

The next thing I will fuppofe is, that your huiband may love 
wine more than is convenient. It will be granted, that though 
there are vices of a deeper die, there are none that have greater 
deformity than this, when it is not retrained : but, with all this^ 
the fame cuftom, which is the more to be lamented for its being 
fo general, (hould make it lefs uneafy to eyery one in particular 
wh6 is to fuflFer by the effects of it: fo that^ in the firft place, it 
Will be no new thing if you ihould have a drunkard foir your 
hufband; and there is, by too frequent examples^ evidence 
enough, that fuch a thing may happen, and yet a wife may live 
too without being miferable. Self-love di<£tateth aggravating 
words to every thing we feel; ruin and mifery are the terms we 
apply to whatever we do not like ; forgettirig the rhixture allot-* 
ted to us by the condition of human life, by which it is not in-^ 
tended we (hould be quite exempt from trouble. It is fair if 
we can efcape JTuch a degree of it as would opprefs uS) aikl enjoy 
fo much of the pleafant part as may leflen the ill tafte of fuch 
things as are unwelcome to us. , Evety thing hath two fides, 
and, for our own eafe, we ought to dire£k our thoughts to that 
which may be lead liable to exception. To fall upon the worft 
fide of a drunkard giveth fo unpleafant a,pipiped> tbat it is not 
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Poffible to dwell upon it. Let us |$afs then to die rfiore favoui*« 
able part, as fiir as a wife iS coinicerried in it. 

I am tempted to (ay^ (if the irregularity of the expreffioti 
tould in ftri£biefs be juftified}, that a wife is to thanic God her 
faiifband hath faults. Mark the feeming paradox, my dear, for 
^ourown inftnidion, it being intended no ftirtber. A hufband 
without faults ii a dangerous obferver; he hath an eye fo pierc^ 
ing, and feeth every thing fo plain, that it is expofed to bis full 
tenfure} aiid though I will not doubt but that your virtue will 
diiappoint the iharpeft inquiries, yet few wbmen can b^ar the 
having all they fay or do reprefented in the clear glafs of an un* 
derftaodihg without faults. Nothing fofteneth the arrogance of 
tar nature like a- mixture of fome frailties, h is by them v^e 
are beft told, that we miift not ftrike too hard upon others, be« 
caufe we ourfelves do fo often deferve blows : they pull our tzg6 
by the fleeve, and whifper gentlenefs to us \ti our cenfures, eveii 
when they are rightly applied. The faults and paffibns of hnU 
bands bring them down to you, and m^ke them content toliv^ 
tipon left unequal tei-ms than faiiltlefs men Will be willing td 
ftoop to; fo haughty is niankiiid, till humbled by common 
weaknefles and ddfediSj which, iii oUr corrupted ftate, contri- 
bute more tbyvards the reconciling us to dne another than all 
th^ precepts of the philofophers ahd divides; So that where 
the errors of our nature make amends for the difadvantages of 
yours, it is mdre your part to nlake iife of the benefit than to 
quarrel at the fault. 

Thus, in cafe a drunken hufband ibould fall to your (hare, if 
]H>u will be wife and patient, his wine (hall be of your fide ; it 
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will throw a veil over your mtftakes, and will fet out and im« 
prove every thing you do thi,the is pleafed with. Others Will 
like him. lefs, and, by that means, he n^y perhaps like you the 
more. When, after having dined too vi?ell, he is received at 
home without a ftorm, or fo much as a reproaching look, the 
wine will naturally work out all in kindnefs, which a wife muft 
encourage, let it be wrapped up in never fo much impertinence. 
On the other fide, it will boil up into rageV if the miftakea 
wife (hould treat him roughly, like a certain thing called a kind 
fbrew, than which the wojld, with all its plenty, cannot (how a 
more fenfelefs, ill bred, forbidding creature. Conftder, thaC 
where the man will give fuch frequent Int^rmiiHons of the uf^ 
of his reafon, the wife infenlibly getteth a right of governing 
in the vacancy, and that raifeth her charafier and credit in the fa- 
mily to a higher pitch than perhaps could be done under a fober 
faufband, who never putteth himfelf into an incapacity of holding 
the reins. If thefe are not entire confolations, at lead they are 
remedies to fome degree. They cannot make drunkennefs a vir* 
tue, nor a hufband given to it a felicity ; but you will doyourfelf 
- no ill office in the endeavouring, by thefe means, to make the 
beft of fuch a lot^ in cafe it (hould happen to be your^-s ; and, by 

• 

the help of a wife obfervation, to make that very fupportable, 
which Would otherwife 43e a load that would opprefs yau. 

The next cafe I will put is, that your hufband mzf be chb-^ 
leric or ill-humoured* -To this it may be fatd, that pafBonate' 
men generally make amends at the foot of the account. Such 
a man,, if he is angry one day without any fenfe, will, the next 
day, be as kind without any reafon : fo that, by marking how 

the 
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the wheels of fuch a man's head are ufcd to move, you may 
caQly bring over all his paffions to your party. Inftead of be-' 
ing {truck down by his thunder, you (hall direct it where and 
upon whom you (hall think it beft applied. Thus are the 
ftrongeft poifons turned to the beft remedies ; but then there 
muft .Be art iA it, and a fkilful hand, elfe the leaft bungling 
maketh it .mortal. There is a great deal of nice care requifite 
to. deal with a man of this cpmplexion. Choler proceedeth 
from pride, arid maketh a man fo partial to himfelf, that he 
fwelleth againft contradiction; and'thinketh he is leiTened if he 
is^oppofed. You muft, in this cafe, take heed of increafing the 
ftorm by an unwary word, or kindling the fire whilft the wind 
is in a corner which may Wow it in your face ; you are dex- 
te;roufly to yield every thing till he beginneth to cool, and then, 
by flow degrees, you may rife and gain upon him : your gentle- 
nefs welUtimed will, like a charm, difpel his anger ill phced; a_ 
kind fraile will reclaim, when a fli rill petti (h anfwer would pro- 
voke him ; jather than fail upon fuch occafions, when other re- 
medies are too weak, a little flattery may be admitted, whichy 
by being neceflary, willceafe to be criminal. 

.If ill-humour 'and fullennefs, and not open and fudden heat, 
is, his difeafe,r there is a way of treating that too, fo as to make 
it a grievance to be endured. In order to it, you are firft to 
know, that, naturally, good lenfe hath a mixture of furly in it; 
and there- being fo much folly in the world, and for the moft 
part fo triunmhant, it giveth frequent temptations to raife the 
fpleen of men who think right. Therefore, that which may 
geperally.be called ill-humour, is not always a^fault; it becomcth 
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pnCf when either \t is wrong applied, or that it is contioiied too 
long when it is notfo : for this reafpat you muft not too haftUy 
fix an ill name upon tba( which may perhaps not deferve it ; 
and though the cafe (boi|ld be^ that your hufband might tpo four* 
ly refent any thing he difliketh, \t may fo happen, that more 
blame (bali belong to your miftake than to his iU-humour. If 
a hufband behavetl| himfelf fpme^imes with ^ indifference tha$ 
^ wife paay think ofienfive| {he is in the wrong (o put the wor^ 
fenfe upon it, if by any means it will admit a better. Some 
wives will call it ill l^umour, if their hufliani)s change their ftyle . 
from that which they ufed whjlft they made their addreiles to 
them : others will allow no intermiffioii or abatenient in the ex^ 
preffions of kit|dne& to them } not enough diftinguifliing time^ 
^nd forgetting, that it is impoffible for meii to keep themfelve^ 
up all their lives to the height of fome extravagant qdoments* 
A man may at fome times be lefs carefu) in little ^ings,' with- 
out any cold or difpbliging reafon for it ^ as a wife may be top 
expe£Hng in fmaller matters, without drawing upon herfelf thf 
inference of toeing unkind* And if your hufbatnd fliould be 
ireally fullen, and have fuch freguent fi^ as might take away the 
excufe of it, it cpncerneth you to have an eye prepared to dif- 
^cm the firft appearances of cloudy weather, and to watch whei| 
the fit goetb oiF, which feldom laficth long) if it is let alone^ - 
But, wbilft the mind is (ore, every thing galleth it, s^nd du|t 
maketh it neccilary to let the black humour begin f o fpend itfe)f 
^efpre you come ^nd venture to undertake it* 

If, in the lottery of the world, you ihould draw a coyetoiis 
|)i)(band| ) ponfei$ jt .Wji|l not qialfe you proiid of your good 
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fuck ; yet even fqch a one may be endured too, thoi^gih there 
^re few paffions more untraflable than that of avarice. You 
ntuftlirft takre care that your definition of avarice may not be a^ 
miftake. You are to examine every cir/cumflance of your hiif- 
band's fortune, and weigh the reafon of every thing you expe£t 
from him» before you have right t6 pfonouncethat fentence* 
The complaint is now fo genera] againft all hi^lbands, that it 
gtveth great fufpicipn of its being often ill-grounded; itisiny- 
poffiUe they (bould all deferve that cenfure, and therefore jt jir 
pertain that it i$ many tinies JDifapplied. . Ife that fpareth ii; 
every thing is an ipexcufable niggard; he that fpareth in no« 
^hing is as inexcufable a madman. The me^n is, tofpareia* 
what is leaft necelTary ; to lay out r^ott liberally in what is moft 
required in pur feveral circumftances. Yet this will nojt always 
fatisfy. There are wives who are impatient of the rules of 
^economy, and are apt to call their biifband's jcin^lnefs in quef- 
tion, if any othfer meafure is put to their expence than of their 
pwn fancy. Be fure to avpid this dangeroys error, fuch a par^^ 
tiality to yourfelf, which is fp ofFenfiye to an underftancjing mai|t ' . 

that he will very illbear a wife's giving herfelf fuch an injurious 
preference to all the famljy, and whatever bclongeth to }t. 

But, to admit the v^^brft, and that your hufband is reajly ^ 
/clofe-handed '^ wretch 5 you muft in this, as in other cafes, en-r 
jdei^vour to make it lefs afflifting to you. And, firft^ yqu miift / 

pbferve feafpnable hours of fpeakjng. When you offer any 
fhhtg in oppofition to this rcfigning humour, a third hand, and a ' 
wife friend, may often prevail more than you will be allowed td : 
^prjn yOTjr p^fti caufc, Spm^imcs ypu arc ^extei'p4ay to go ^ 



)50 TH£ LADI£S LIBRARYi 

along with him ia things, where you fee that the niggardly part 
of his mind is moft predominant, by which you will have the 
better opportunity of perfuading him in things w-here h^ may 
'be more indifferent. Our paffions are very unequal, and are 
apt to be raif^y or ledened according as they work upon diflFer- 
cnt objeds; they are, too, to be flopped or reftrained in thofe 
tilings wher€ our mind is more particulaiJy engaged. In other 
matters they are more tradbble, and will fometimes give reafon 
a hearing, and admit a fair difpute. More than that, there are 
few men, even in this inflance of avarice, fo entirely abandoned 
to it, that at fome hours, and upon fome occafions, will not 
forget their natures, and For that time turn prodigal. The 
iam'e man who will grudge himfelf what is necefTary, let his 
pride be raifed, and he fhall be profufe; at another time his anger 
(ball have the fame efTedt ; a fit of vanity, ambition, and fome* 
* times of kindnefs, fhall open and enlarge his narrow mind ; a 
dofe of wine will work upon this tough humour, and, for the 
time, diiTolve it. Your bufmefs mufl be, if this cafe happeneth, 
to watch thefe critical moments, and not let one of them flip 
without making your advantage of it ; and a wife may be faid 
to want fkill, if, by this means, fhe is not able to fecure herfelf, 
in a good meafure, againfl the inconveniences this fcurvy qua- 
lity in a hufband might bring upon her, except he fhould be 
fuch an incurable monfler, as, I hope, will never fall to your 
fhare. 

The lafl fuppofltion I, will make is, that your hufband fhould 
be weak, and incompetent to make ufe of the privileges that 
belong to him. It will be yielded, that fuch a one le^vetb room 

' for 



I 

< 



OR, PARENTAL PRESENT. 351 

for a- great many objeflions. Fut God Almighty feldom fendeth 
a grievance without a remedy, or, at lead, fuch a mitigation, as 
taketh away a great part of the'fting and the fmart of it. To 
roakeiuch a misfortune lefs heavy, you are firft to bring to youe 
obfervation, that a wife very often maketh a better figure for her 
fauiband^s making no great one ; and there feemeth to be little 
reafon, why the fame lady that choofeth a waiting-woman with 
worfe looks, may not be content with a hufband with lefs wit }* 
the argument being equal from the advantage of the compari-* 
fon» If you will be more afliamed, in fome cafes, of fuch a 
huiband, you :Mrtll be lefs afraid than you would, perhaps, be of 
a wife otie. His unfeafonable weaknefs may, no doubt, fome- 
times grieve you ; but then fet againfl: this, that it giveth you 
the dominion, if you will make the right ufe of it. It is next 
lo his being dead; in which cafe the wife hath right to admi- 
nifter : therefore, be fure, if you have fuch an idiot, that none, 
except ypurfelf, may have the benefit of the forfeiture ; fuch a 
fool is a daagerx>us bead, if others have the keeping of him ; 
and you niuft be very undexterous, if, when your hufband (hall 
refolve to be an afs, you do not take care he may be your afs; 
But you mufli go fkilfuljy about it ; and, above all things, take 
heed of diSinguiOiing in public what kind of hufband he is i 
your inward thoughts mud not hinder the outward payment of 
the confideration that is due to him : your fligliting him in com- 
pany, befides that it would, to a difcerning by-ftander, give too 
great encouragement for the making nearer applications to you» 
is in itfelf fuch an undecent way of afluming, that it may pro- 
voke the tame creature to break loofe, and to ihow bis dominion 

for 



for his credit, which he was Coolent to forget for hh eafe. Irf 
{bort, the fur^ and the moft approved medi'od will be, to id 
)ike a wife minifter to an eaiy prioce ; firft give him the ordert 
you afterwards receive frqm hiia.. 

With aU this, th^ which ypu are tp phijr for, is a wHe huf-^ 
^ond i ooe that, by knowing bow to be a aoifter^ for that verjf 
reafon will not let you feel the weight of it ; one wbofe author- 
ity is fo foftened by bit kitkinef^ |hat gtv^th j^ou eafe without 
abridging your liberty ; one tb^t will return fo much tendernefif 
for your juft efteem of hiur, that you wiH neve^ want power,' 
though you will feldom care to ule it. Such a husband is at 
much above all the ether kinds of them, as a rational fubjediiort 
to a prince, great iiihimfelf, is to be preferred before the difijuiet 
f nd uneafinefs of unlimited liberty. 

Before I leave tli^ head,. I muft add a fittl^ confcerning your 
behaviour to your huiband's friends, which requireth the moft 
tefined part of- your underftanding to ac^it youHelf well of it* 
V ou are to ftody how to live, with them with more care than^ 
you are tb apply to aay other part of y6ur life ; especially aC' 
iirft, that you may not ftumble at the firft fetting out. The 
&mily into which you are grafted virill generally be apt to ex- 
pe(^ that^y like a ftranget in a foreign country, you ihould con-a 
form to their methocis, and tiot bring in a new model by your 
Qwn authority* The friends, in fuch a cafe, are tempted td 
riii; up in arms as againft lui unlawful invaiioh ; fo that yoU 
are^ with the utmoft caution^ to avoid the leaft appearances of 
any thing, of this kind. And that you may^ with le& difficulty^ 
afterwards give your dire^ons, be furcat firft to. receive them 

front 
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from your hu(band's friends. Gain them to you by early ap- 
plying to them, and they will be fo fatisfied, that, as nothing is 
more thankful than pride when it is complied with, they will 
ftrive which of them fliall moft recommend you; and when 
they have helped you to take root in your hufband's good opini- 
on, you will have lefs dependanCe upon theirs, ^though you mud 
not negled any reafonable means of preferving it. You are. to 
confider, that a macn governed by his friends is very cafily in- 
flamed by them ; and that one who is not fo, will yet,' for his 
own fake, expert to have them confidered. It is eafily improved 
to a point of honour in a hufband not to have his relations neg- 
lected i and nothing is more dangerous than to raife an objec** 
tion, which is grounded upon pride ; jit is the moft ftubborn and 
lafting paffion we are fut>je<5t to; and where it is the firft caufe 
of the war, it is very hard to make a fecure peace. Your cau- 
tion in this is of the laft importance to you. 

And that you may the better fucceed in it, carry a ftri£): eye 
upon the impertinence of your fervants ; take heed that their 
ill-humour may not engage you to take exceptions, or their too 
much afiuming in fniall matters, raife confequences which may 
bring you under great difadvantage. Remember, that in the 
cafe of a royal bride, thofe about her are generally fo far fuf- 
peded to bring in a foreign intereft, that, in moft countries, 
they are infenfibly reduced to a very fmall number, and thofe of 
fo low a figure, that it does not admit the being jealous of them. 
In little, and in the proportion, this may be the cafe of every 
new married woman; and therefore, it may be more advifable 
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for you to gain the fervants you find in a family, dian to c2e 
yourfelf too faft to thofe you carry into it- 

You are not to overlook thefe fmall refteftions, becaufe they 
may appear low and inconfiderable ; for-it may be faid, that a$ 
the greateft ftreams are made up of the fmall drops at the head 
of the fprings from whence they are derived, fo the greater cir- 
cumftances of your life will be, in fome degree, diredted by 
thefe feeming trifles j which, having the advantage of being the 
.firft afls of it, have a greater efFeft than fingly in thcif own 
Viature they could pretend to. 

I will conclude this article with my advice, that you would, as 
inuch as nature will give you leave, endeavour to forget the 
great indulgence you have found at home^ After fuch a gentle 
difcipliiie as-you have been under, every thing you diflike wiU 
feem the harlher to you. • The tenderncft we have had for y€Wi, 
my dear, is of another nature, peculiar to kind parents, arid 
differing from that which you will meet with firft in any family 
into which you fh*Ul be tranfplanted ; . and yet thdy may be vetj 
kind too, and afford no juftifiable reafon to you to cognplhuii. 
You muft not be frighted with the firft appearances of a diflTcf'* 
ing fcene j for when you are ufed to it, you may like the hbdb 
jou go to' better than that you left 5 and your hitfband's kind- 
pefs will have fo mucji advantage of ours, that we (hall yield up 
all competition ; and as well as we love you, be very well con** 
(ented to furrender to fuch a rival* 
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HOUSE, FAMILY, AND CHILDREN. 



JL O U ihuft lay bqfore you, my dear, that there 
are degrees of care to recommend yourfelf to the world in the 
feveral pacts of your life. In many things, though the doing 
them well may raife your credit and efteem, yet the omiilion of 
them, would draw no imnlediate reproach upon you : in others) 
where your duty is more particulaijy applied, the .negle£t of 
them is amongft thofe faults which are not forgiven^ and will 
bring you under a cenfure, which will be much a heavier thing 
tiian the trouble you would avoid. .Of this kind is the govern- 

•tnent of your houfe, family, and children; which, fmce it is 
the province allotted to your fex, and that the difcharging it 

^ 'Well will, for that reafon, be expected from you ^ if you either 
defert it out of lazinefs, or manage it ill for want of ,/kilI, in* 
fiead of a help you will be an incumbrance to the family where 
yoa are'pUced* 

I mufl: tell you, that no refpedl^is Jafting biit that which is 
produced by our being in fome degree ufeful to thofe that pay it. 
"Where that faileth, the homage and the- reverence go along 
.With it^ and fly to others, where fomething may be expetSled in 
exchange for thcm^ A^d, upon this, principle, the refpedls even 
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of the children and the fervants will not Aay with one that doth 
not think them worth their care; and the old houfe^keepcr 
{hall make a better figure in the family than the lady with all her 
fine clothes, if (he wilfully relinquiffaes her title to the govern- 
ment. Therefore, take heed of carrying your good breeding 
to fuch a height as to be good for nothing, and to be proud of 
it. Some think it hath a great air to be above troubling their 
thoughts with fuch ordinary things as their houfe and fiunily; 
others dare not admit cares, for fear they fhould haften wrin- 
kles : miftaken pride maketh fome think they muft keep theoh- 
felves up, and not defcend to thefe duties, which do not feeih 
enough refined for great ladies to be employed in ; forgetting 
iall this while, that it is more than the greateft princes can do, 
at once to preferve refpeft and to negle6t their bofinefs. No 
age ever ereded altars to infignificant gods : they had all fome 
quality applied to them, to draw worfhtp from mankind : this 
maketh it the more unreafdnable for a, lady to expe<St to be con- 
jidered, and at the fame time refolve not to deferve it. Go#d 
looks alone will hot do; • they are not fuch a lafting tetitire sis 
fO bs relied upon ; and if they (hould ftay longer than they 
ufually do, it will by ho means be fafe to depend upon them : 
for when time hath abated the violence of the firft liking, and 
that the nap is a little worn ofF, though ftill a good degree of 
kindnefs may renniajn, men recover their fight, which before 
might be dazzled, and allow themfelves to objed as well as to 
admire. 

In fuch a cafe, when a huihand feeth an empty airy thing fail 
pp and down the houfe 'to no kiud of purpolb, and lode as if 
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fbe came thidi^r only to make a Yifit: when be findeth, that 
alter her emptiiieft hath been extretpe bufy about fome very 
ienfelefs thing, (he eats her breakfaft half aA hour before dinner, 
to be at greater liberty to aftid the company with her dHcourfe i 
then calieth for her coach, that £he may trouble her acquaint-* 
ance, who are already cloyed with her i and having fome pro- 
per dialogues ready to difplay her foolifh eloquence at the t6p o^ 
die ftairs, (he fettetb out like a fhip out of the harbour, laden 
with trifles, and cometh back with them s at her return (he re- 
peateth to her faithful waiting* woman the triumphs of that day's 
inq)ertinence ; then wrapped up in flattery and clean linen, 
goeth to bed fo fatisfied, that it throweth her into pleafant 
dreams of her own felicity : fuch a one is feldom ferious but 
with her tailor } her children and &mily may now and then 
have a random thought, but (he never take^ aim but at fome* 
thing very impertinent : I fay, when a bufband, whofe province 
is without doors, and to whom the ceconomy of the houfe 
would be in (bme degree indecent, findeth no order nor quiet in 
his family, meeteth with complaints of all kinds fpringjng fron^ 
^is root; the miftaken lady, who thinketh to make amends fof 
all this, by having a well chofen petticoats wjll at ^aft be con- 
vinced of her error, and with grief be forced to undergo |:hq 
penalties that belong to thofe who are vrjltully in(igniflcantt 
When this (curvy hour cometh upon her, (he firft groweth an* 
gry ; then when. the tirt?e of jt is paft, would perhaps grovf 
wifer, not remembering that we cstei no more have widdom than 
grace whenever we think fit to call for it. There are times 
^4 pf rio^s filled for hoih i aod when they are tpo long neg^ 
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tcStciy the puni{hment-is^ that they are irrecoverable, and no* 
thing remained! but an ufelefs grief for the folly of having} 
thrown them out of our powen Yon are to think what a mean 
figure a woman maketh, when (he is fo degraded by her own 
fault ; wherea< there is nothing in thofe duties which are ex* 
^e<Sled from you that can be a leflening to you, except youi* 
want of condufb makes it fo. You may love your children^ 
without living in the nurfery ; and you may have a competent 
and difcreet care of them without letting it break out upon thcf 
cotfipany, or expofing yourfelf by turning your difcourfe thai 
way, which is a kind of laying children to the pari(h; and it can 
hardly be done any where, that thbfe who bear it will bet fo for4 
giving as not to think they are overcharged with them. A wo-» 
rnatl's tenderneis to her children is one of the lead deceitful 
evidences of her virtue ; but yet the way of cxpreffing it muft 
be fubje£f to the rules of good breeding : and though a womart 
of quality ought not tbbe lefskind to them than mothers of the 
ineaneft rank are to theirs, yet (he may diftinguifh herfelf in the 
manner, ^hd avcFid the coarfe methods which in women of a 
lower fi^e might be more excufable^ 'You muft begin early td 
make them love 'you, that they may'obey you. This mixture 
is no where more neceffary than in children. And I muft teH 
Jrou, that you are not to expeft returns of kindnefi froor yoursi 
if ever you have'any, without grains 6f allowance; and yet it 
Is not fo mudi a defeft In their ^obd-natui^e, as a fcortnefs of 
, fliought in them. 'Their firft infufficiehcymaketh them lean fd 
entirely upon their p^ents^for what is neceffaryj Aiat the habil 

Q.f''it niaketh them continue the iame expectations foirwhatis 
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Unreafonable; and as often as they are. denied, fo often :they 
think they are injured ; and whilft their defires are ftrong, and 
their reafons yet in the cradle, their anger looketh no farthec 
than the thing they long for, and cannot have; a^dtobedi^ 
pleafed for their own good is a inaxini they are very ilc^w to uii« 
detfland: fo that you may conclude, the.firft thoughts of your 
children will have no fmali mixture of mutiny ; which being fo 
natural, you muft not be angry, except you would increafe it«r 
You muft deny 4hem a& feldqmas you can { and when there is 
no avoiding .it, yo\x rmuft do it gently : you nuift ifaitter away 
•their ill humovr, and take the next opportunityrof pieafin^ them 
in fome other thing, before they either afk or look for it : this 
will ftrengthen your authority, by making it .foft to them;^ and 
confirm their obedience, by oiaking it their intereft. You ace 
to have as ftrift a guard upon yourfelf aipongft" yciir children, .as 
if you were amongft- your eiKmies. . They are apt to make 
wrong inferences, to take encouragement from half words, and 
miiapply what you may fay or do, iq as either to IcfTen their 
^Juty^ or to extend thtir liberty farther than is convenient. X«et 
them be more in awe of your ktndnefs thdn pf your power^* 
And^ above all, t^k^ beed.of fupporting a favourite child in its 
impertinencei^ which will giv6 right to the reft of claiming the 
lame privilege* If yjdu havef ,a divided number, leave the boys 
^ to the. father's more peculia^r care, that you may with the greater 

*• 

juilice pretend to a morfe Immediate jurifdldK>n over thofe of 
your own fex;. * You are to live fo with them,'th^t they may 
4)ever 9hufe to avoid you except when they baye offended, anl3 
ihcin'jec theoi trembly th^^ tb$y.<n9y <iiftin^utih \ )i}xt :th^ir pe« 
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nance muft not cootmaeib long as togroivrtoo bait upomAaSt 
ftomacbs, that it maj not harden inftead of corredkig cIkoi c^itte 
Jdnd and finrcre part amft bare their fevend turns fcafongbly ap- 
plied ; bat jour indulgence is to have the broader mixture, that 
loire, rather than fearj maj be the root of their obedience. 

Your fervants are, in the next place, to be confidered ; and 
jrou muft remember not to fall into the miftake of thinki<i|^ 
Aat, becaufe they receive wages, and are fo much inferior to 
you, therefore diey are below your care to know how to ma^ 
nage them* It would be as good reafon for a matter workman 
to deipife die wheels of his engines, becaufe they are made of 
wood. Theft are the wheels of your family ; and let your di« 
redionslie never fo iaultleis, yet if thefe engines ftop, or move 
wrong, the whole order of your hoiife is either at a ftaM or dif« 
compo(ed. Befides, the inequality which is between you muft 
not make you forget that nature maketh no fuch diftindion^ 
but that fervants may be looked upon as humUe friends $ and 
that returns of kindne(s and good u&ge are as much due to fiich 
of them as deferve it, as their fervice is due to us when we re* 
quire it. A foolifli haughtinels in the ftyle of fpeaking, or ia 
the manner of commanding them, is, ii^ itfelf, very undecent^ 
befides, that it begetteth an averfion in them, of which the leaft 
ill efFed to be expefied is, that they will be flow and carelefs in 
all that is enjoined them: and you will find it true by your ex* 
perience, that you wHl be fo much the more obeyed as you are 
lefs imperious. Be not too hafty in giving your orders, nor too 
angry when they are not altogether^ obferved ; much lefs arc 
you to be loud,^ and too much difiurbed : an evennefi in diftin^ 
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^ihiii^ when they do well or ill, is that which will m\ke ydiir 
iamily move by a rule and without noife, and will the better fet 
out your (kill in conducing it with eafe and iilence, that it may 
be like a welUdifciplined army, which krioweth how to anticipate 
the orders that are fit to be given them. You are never to neg- 
le^ the duty oif the prefent hour to do another thing, which^ 
though it may be better in itfelf^ is not to be upfeafonably pre- 
ferred. Allot well'Chofen hours for the infpedion of your fa« 
mily, which may befo diflinguifhed from the reil of your time^ 
that the necefTary cares may come in their proper place^ without 
any influence upon your good-humour, or interrufition to other 
things, ^y thefe methods you will put ydurfelf in poiTeffion of 
being valued by your fervants, and then their obedience will na- 
turally follow. 

I muft not forget one of the greateft articles belonging to a 
familyj which i$ the expence. It muft not l^e fuch as, by faiU 
ing either in the time or meafure of it, may rather draw cenfure 
than gain applaufe. If it was well examined, there is more 
money given to be laughed at than for any one thing in the 
world, though the purchafers do- not think fo. A well-ftated 
nde is like the line, when that is once pafTed vTe are Under ano- 
ther pole ; fo the firft ftraying from a rule is a ftep towards 
making that, which was before a virtue, to change its nature, and 
to grow cither into a vieej or at leaft an impertihence. Theart of 

- laying out money wifely is not attained to ^thout a great deal 
of thought; atid it is yet more difficult, in the cafe of a wife, 
who is accountable to her hufband for her miftakes in it. It is 
not only his money] his credit too is at flake, if whatlieth un* 
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der tlie wife's care is managed either with undie^fit tbtift br tM 
locfe profufion. You are therefore to keep the liie^n betweeh 
thefe two extremes; and it being hardly poffible to hold theba* 
lance exa6tly even, let it rather incline towards the liberal ftde, 
as more fuitable to your quality, and leTs fubjed to reproach* 
Of the two, a little money miQ^ent is fooncr recovered, than 
the credit which is loft by having it unhandfomely faVed : and a 
vnft hufband will Icfs forgive a £hameful ^iece of p^rfiittony, 
than a little extravaganei^ if it be not too often repeated. His 
Blind in this muft be your chief diredion ; and his tempef, 
when o|ice known, will^ in' great meaflire, juftify your part 
in the management, if he is pleafed with it. 

In your clothes avoid being too much gaudy; do not value 
yourfelf upon an embroidered gown ; and remember that a rea- 
fonable word, or an obliging look, will gain you more refpe£l 
than all your fine trappings*^ This is not (aid to reftrain you 
from a decent compliance with, the world, provided you take the 
wifer, and not the* foolither, part of your fex for your pktt^rm 
Som« diftindions are to be allowed, whilft they are well fuited 
to your quality and fortunife ; and, in the diftribution of the 
^xpence, it feemeth to me, that a full attendance, and well- 
cbofen ornaments for your houfe, will make you a better fig^trtf 
than too much glittering in what you wear, which may with more 
eafo be imitated by thofe that affe below you. Yet thts m^ft 
not tempt you to ftarve every^ thing but your owri apafttfieift ; 
or, in order to more abundance there, give juft caufe to the leaft 
fervant you have to complain of th^ want of what is nece(&ry. 
Above all, fix it in your thoughts, aft an unchangeable makim, 

that 
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tluit tii^diftflg is Irvly fio« but whsit i» fk ; and that juft To much 
as is proper for your circumftahces of their feveral kinds is 
. mu^b finer than all you can add to itk When you once break 
througii tbcfe bounds^ you launch in^o a wide fea of extrava* 
gance* Every thing will become necefiary, becaufe you have 
a mind to h; and you have a mind to it^ not becaufe it is fit 
tog you> but becaufe fome body elfe hath it. This lady's logic 
frtteth reafon upon its head) by carrying the rule from things to 
perfons, and appealing from what is right to every fool that is ia 
the wrong, ^ The wotd rucejfary is mi&rably applied j it difor^ 
deretb fiuftiilies^ and overturneth governments^ by being fo abuf- 
•d.. Remember, that children and fools want every thing, be- 
eaufe they want wit to diftinguiih; and therefore there is no 
ftronger evidence of a crazy underftanding than the making too 
krge a catalogue of things neceflary^ when^ in truth, there are 
fb veiy few things that have a right to be placed in it. Try 
.every thing firft in your judgment, before you allow it a place 
in your defire; elfe your hufband may think it as neceflTary for 
.him to deny, as it is for you to have, whatever is unreafonable; 
and if you {hall too often givje him that advantage, the habit 
of refufing may, perhaps, reach to things that are not unfit 
for you. 

There are unthinking ladies^ who do not enough confider 
bow little their own figure agreeth with the fine things they arc 
fo proud of. Others^ when they have them, will hardly allow 
them to be vifible; they cannot be feen without light, and that 
is many times fo iaucy and fo prying, that, like a too forward 
gallant, it is ^to Ke forbid the chamber* Some^ when you are 
uihlered into their dark ruelle, it is with fuch folemnity, that a 
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man would fwear there ^as fomething in it, till the unfktlfut 
lady breaketh filence, and beginneth a chat, which difcoverf th 
it as a puppet-play with magnificent fcenes. IVfany efteeiti 
things rather as they are hard to be gotten, than that they ar^ 
worth getting : this looketh as if they had an intereft*to purfue 
that maxim, becaufe a great part of their own value dependeth 
upon it. Truth in thefe cafes would be often unmannerly^ and 
might derogate from the prerogative great ladies would afTumd 
to themfelves, of being diflinf): cre;itures from thofe of thei^r 
fex which are inferior, and of lefs difficult acce(s. 

In other things, too, your condition muft give the rule to 
you, and therefore it is not a wife's part to aim at more than 9 
bounded liberality ; the farther extent of that quality (otberwife 
to be (Commended) belongeth to the bulband, who hath better 
means for it. Generofity wrong placed becometb a vice : it is 
no more a virtue when it growetb into -an inconvenience : vir- 
tues muft be enlarged or reflrrained according tp differing cir- 
cumftances. A princely mind* will undo a private family I 
therefore things muft be fuited, or elfe they will not dcferve tq 
be commended, let them in themfelves be never fo valuables 
jind the expeditions of the world are teft anfwercd^ wben wc 
acquit oqrfelves in that manner which feemeth to be prefcribe<) 
lo our feveral conditions, without ufiirping upon fhofe duties 
which do not fo particularly belong to us. 

I Will clofe the confideration of this article of expence with 
this {hort word : do not fetter yourfelf with fuch a reftraint in it 
as may make you remarkable ;. but remember, that virtue is tb^ 
greateft ornament, and.good fenfe the bcftr equipage*, 

BE. 



OR, PARENTAL PRE8EKT. 365 



BEHAVIOUR AND CONVERSATION. 
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.T is time now to lead you out of your houft: 
ti^to the world. A dangerous ftepj where your virtue alone 
will not fecure you, except it is attended with a great deal of 
prudence. You muft have both for your guard, and not ftif 
without them. The enemy is abroad, and you are fure to be 
tbken if you are foun4 draggling. Your behaviour is therefore 
to in-line flrongly tovirards the referved part > your chara£ter i$ 
to be immoveably fixed upon that bottom, not excluding n 
mixti^re of greater freedom, s^s far as it may be innocent an4 
well*timed. The extravagancies of the age have m^de caution 
mor^ neceilary ; and, by the fame reafon th^t the too great li-- 
cenfe of ill men hath, by confequence, in mariy things retrained 
the Is^wful liberty of thofe who did not abufe it, the unjuftifiabl? 
freedoms of fome of your fex have involved the reft in the pe-r 
nalty of being reduced. And though this trannot fo alter (he 
nature of things, ai$ to make that criminal which in itfelf is in- 
dilFerqnt ; yet if it m^Jc^th it dangerous, that alone is fufficient 
to juftify the reftraint., ^ clofe behaviour is the fitteft to re- 
ceive virtue for its conftan^ gueft, becaufe there, and there on- 
ly, it can be fecure. Pro£p|r rpfery^ are the outworks, an4 
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muft never be dererted by thofe who intend to keep die pUbCti i . 
they keep off the poffibilities not only of bemg taken, but of 
being attempted ; and if a woman feeth danger, though at never 
fo remote a diflance, (he is for that time to {horten her line o( 
liberty. She who will allow herfelf to go to the utmoft extent 
of every thing that is lawful, is fo very near of going farther^ 
that jthofe who lie at watch will begin to count upon her/ 

Mankind, from the double temptation of vanity and defire^, 
is apt to turn every diing a woman doth to the hopeful fide ; and 
there are few who dare make an impudeht application tiU chejr 
difcern fomething which they are willing to take for an encou-* 
ragement. It is lafer therefore to prevent fuch forwardnefi, than 
to go about to cure it. It gathered! ftrength by the firft allow- 
ances, and claimeth a right from having been at any time (ult 
fered with impunity. Therefore, nothing is witb-more care t9 
be avoided than fuch a kind of civility as may be miftaken for 
invitation : and it will not be enough for you to keep yourfelf 
free from any criminal engagements ; for if you do that whidi 
either raifeth hopes, or createth diicourfe, there is a fpot thrown 
upon your good name ; and thofe kind o£ ftains are the bardef 
to be taken out, being dropped upon you' by the man's vanity 
as Well as by the woman's malice. 

Mod men are in one fenfe Platonic lovers, though they arm 
not willing to own that chara£^er. They are (o iar philofo^ . 
phers, as to allow that the greateft part of pleafure lieth in the 
mind ; and, in purfuance of that maxim, there are few who do 
not place the felicity, more in the opinion of the world of their 
being proiperous lovers than in the bleffing itfelf, bow mucb 

foever 
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feev^r they appear to value it. This bcin| fo, ycm fhiift^ 
very cautious not to gratify thefe camelions at the price, if 
bringing a cloud upon your reputation, which may be iei^f 
wouncled, though your confeience is unconcerned. 

^ Yor own fex, too^ will not ful to help the leaft appearkndi' 
that giveth a handle to be ill-turned. The beft of them -vS! 
not be dtfpleafed to improve their own value, by laying others 
under a difadvantage, when there is a fafr occafton giv6n for it* 
It diftinguiflieth ' them ftill the more; their own credit is 
ifiore exialted ; and, like a pidure fet off with ftades, Aiiheth 
mbre, when a lady, either lefs innocent, ot lefs di(cre6t> is fet 
near, to make them appear fo much the brighter. If thefe htA 
their breath to blafl: fuch as are fo unwary as to gtve them this 
advantage, you may be fure there will be a ftronger gale froitt 
fhofe who, beftdes malice or erbulation, have an intereft too to' 
j^ike hard upon a virtuous woman. It feemeth to tfte'm, that 
their load of infamy is kfiened by throwing part of it uj^ozi 
others : fo that they will not only impfove wheii it lieth in 
t^r way, • but take pains to find out the leaft miftake an inno* 
cent woman commitcbth, in revenge of the injdry (he doth iii 
leading a life which is a repfoath to them* With theft you muft 
be extreme wary, anS neither provoke them to be ilng^y, noF 
invite them to be intimate. 

- To the rheft 3rOu are to haVc a behaviour which may fectirtf * 
yHu, without otbrtding theW. No ill-bred afFaSted (hyheJTs) 
jior a roughnefs unfuitable to your fex, and unneceflary to your 
vktue I b^t a way of living that may (Mrevent all coafle railfe* 
ills of unmannerly fretdoote} U(&s that follnti wtthbtt^' rude^ 

nefs, 



I 



l<f TAB tADiXS LIBRARY I 

tuAf and oblige without invitation, or leaving room lap ^ 
fiwcj infefcoces men's vanity fuggefteth to tbem upon tbejeaft 
encoungements. This is fe very nicC) that it.muft engage yoii 
to have a perpetual watch upon your eyes ; and to remember^ 
diat one carelels glance giveth more advantage than a hundred 
words not enough confidered ; the language of the eyes being 
very much the moft fignifieant, and the n^oft obfervcd. , 

Your civility, which is always to be preferved, muft not be 
carried to a compliance, which may betray you into irrecovera^ 
ble miftakes* This French ambiguous word c§mplaifanu hath 
led your (ex into more blame than all other things put together; 
It carried them by degrees into a certain thing called a good kwA 
cS woman, an eafy, idle creature, that doth tieither good nor ill 
but by chance ; ^ath no choice, : but leavetfa that to the coms» 
pany (be keepeth. Time, which by degrees addeth to the iig«« 
xiifieation of words, hath niade her, according to the modern 
fiyle, little better than one who tbinketh it a rudeneis to deny# 
when civilly required^ either her fervice in perfon, or her friend- 
ly affiftance, to thofe who would have a meeting, or want » 
confidant. She is a certain thing alwajrs at hand, an eafy eom<<> 
panlon, who hath ever great companion for diftrefled lovcgrs i 
fhe cenfureth nothing but rigour ; and is never without a plaifler 
for a wounded reputation, in which chiefly lieth ht r ikiU ia 
chijrurgery; fhe feldom hath the propriety of any particular 
gallant, but liveth upon brokage, and waiteth ftn: the feraps her, 
friends are content to leave her^ 

There is another charaSer not quite fo criminal, yet not left 
ridiculous } which is that of a good bumQured womany one wha 
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tilinkfft fte muft always be in a laiigb) or a broad finite, be* 
teoiisr ifood-bnmour is an obliging quality: thitiketh h lefe rtt 
inaiitiers io talk impertinently than to be filent in cdh>pany. 
When fiich a prating engine rideth admiral, aiid carridth the 
lantkorn in » circle of fools, a cheerfii) coxcomb coming in for 
a recruity ^e chattering of nM)nkeys is a better noife than hkh 
a concert of fenfelefs merriment. If ihe is applauded in it, fbe 
i< fo encouraged, that, like a ballad-finger, who, if comnFiended, 
breaketh his lungs,' (be letteth herfetf loofe, and overfloweth 
iipon the company. She conceiveth that mirth is to have no 
inftermiffion, and therefore file will carry it about with her, 
though it be to a funeral ; and if a man ihould put a familiar 
^pidlion, (he doth not know very well how to be angry, fof 
then flie would be no more that pretty thing called a godd-hu^ 
mourod woman. This neteffty of appearing at atl time^ to be 
lb infinitely pleafed is a grievous miftake ; (ince in a handfeme 
woman that invitation is unnecefiary, and in one who is not Co 
i-idicuk>uB« It is not intended by this, that you fbould forfwear 
laughing 9 but reftiember/ tbat^ fools, bemg sdways painted iqe 
that pofture^ it may fright tboft who are wife from doing it too 
fineqoently, and going too near a copy which is fo Httle inviting ^ 
and much nuMtt from doing it loud, which is an unnatural founds 
and kx)kedi fe much like anodier fex, that few things are more 
otfbnfive. That boifterous kind of jollity is as contrary to ¥fH 
and good manners as it is to modefty and virtue, ^fides, rt i« 
a coarfe kind of quality, that throweth a woman into a lewwf 
femi) and degradeth her from the rank of tbofe who are mort 
nStoisL Some )adie» fytak lojid, and tsakt a ooife to be tbt - 
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more minded, which looketh as if they beat their drains for 
volunteers ; and if by misfortune none come in to them, they 
i^ay, not wi^otit reafon, be a good deal out of countenance. 

There is one thing yet n^ore to be avoided, whiQh is the ex-. 
ample of thofe who intend nothing farther than the vanity of 
conquefty and think themtelves fecure of not having their ho« 
nour tainted by it. Some are apt to believe their virtue is too 
^bfcure, and not enough known, except it is expofed to a 
broader light, and fet out to its beft advantage, by fome'puUic 
trials. Thefe are dangerous experiments, and generally hHi 
hieing built , upon fo weak a foundation as that of a too great 
cpnfidence in ourfelves* It is as faf^ to play with fire as to 
dally with gallantry. Love is a paffion ^t hath friends in the 
garrifon; a^d, for that reafon, muft, by a womnn, be kept at 
fifcb a diftance, that (he may not be within the danger of doing 
the moft ufual thing in the world, which is confpiring againft 
herfelf; elfe the humble gallant, who is only admitted s^s.atrQ- 
phy, very often becqmetl^ the. cqnquerpr ; he putteth on the. 
ilyle of vi^ory, and, from an admirer, groweih into a mafter; 
for fo l\e may he called frpm the moment he is in pofieffion* 
The iirft refolutions of topping a good opinion and eftcen 
gjpow weaker by degrees againft the charms of courtfliip fkil* 
fiilly applied* A lady is apt to think a man fpeaketh (o much, 
rfafoa whilft l^e is commending her, that ibe hath much ado. 
tp bjBlieve him «n the wrong when he is making love to hec i 
aiid when, befides the natural ioducen^ents your fex hath to be 
merciful, i^e is bribed by welUchofqn iattery, the poor crea« . 
fure U in i^^ger of beipg caught likeaUurdjiileaingtothe' 

V ,. : whiftle 
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Whiffle of one that h^th a fnarefor it. Conqueft is fo tempting 
B. things that it often maketh women miftake men's fubmiffion ; 
which, With all their fair appearance, have generally lefs ref* 
pe£l than art in them. You are to remember, that men who 
fay ^treme fine things, many times fay them moft for their owh 
^tijes ; any that the vain gallant is often as well pleafed with hi^ 
own compliments^ ais he could be with the kindeft anfwef* 
Where there is not that oftentation, you are to fufgeiEl there h 
defign. And as ftrong perfumes are feldom ufed, but where they 
are neceilary to fmother an unwelcome fcent^ fo exceflive good 
words leave room to believe they are fttewed to cover fomething 
.which is to gain admittance under a difguife. You muft there^ 
fore be upon your guard -, and tonfider ^ that, of the two, refpe£l 
is more dangerous than anger. It puts even the beft underftand^ 
ings out of their place for the time, till their fecond thoughts 
reflrore them ; it ftealeth upon us infenfibly, thix>weth down our 
defences, and maketh it too late to refift, after we have given it 
that advantage. Whereas railing gocth away in a found ; it 
hdth fo much noife in it, that, by giving warning, it befpeaketii 
cautioh. Refpe£l is a (low and a fure poifon, aiid, like poifbn^ 
fwelleth us within ourfelves : where it prevailcth too much, it 
groweth to be a kind of .apoplexy in the mind, turneth ft quitch 
round, and, after it hath once feized the underftanding, becometh 
mortal to it. For thefe reafbns, the fafeft way is to treat it like 
R fly enemy, and to be perpetually upon the watch againft it* 

I wiH add one advice to conclude this head^ which is, that 
yo^ will let every feven years make fome alteration in you to* ' 
wards the graver iide^ and not be like the girk of fifty^ who 

A a a a refoU.t 
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refolve to be always young, whatever time with bis {r<ui t«ttd| 
hath determined to the contrary. Unnatural things carry a de<- 
formtty in them never to be difgoifed ; the live}inefs of youth 
.in a riper ag« looketh like a new patch upon an old gown : fi> 
th^t a gay matron, a cheerful old fool, may be reafonably p^t 
iolo the iifi of the tamer kind of monflers. There is a certain 
creature called a grave hobb^-horfe, a kind of a ibe-numps, that 
pretendeth to be puUed to a play, atid muft needs go to Barthq^ 
jomew hit to look after the young folks, whom fhe only feem- 
cth to mfke her care j in reality, (he taketh tiiem^for her excufe 
^uch an^old butterfly is of all creatures the moft ridiculous, and 
the iboneft found out. It is good to be early in your Caution, 
fo avoid any thing that cometb withjn diflance of fuch defpica* 
\Ae patterns j and not like fome ladies, who defer their converr 
^lon till they have been (o long in pofibffion of being laughed at, 
that the world do^h not know how to change their ftyle^ evsa 
when they are reclaimed from that which gave the firft ocoaiieii 
for iu 

The advantages of being referved are too ofiafly to be let 
down ; I will only iky, that it is a guard tp a good wpmao, and 
a di%uiie to an ill one. It is of fo auich ufe to both, that thofe 
OMght ID uie it as an artifice wbarefufe to pradife it as a virtue. 
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FRIENDSHIPS, 



JL MUST, In a particular maarier, recommend 
to you a ftrid care in the choice of your friendfliips* Perhaps 
the beft are pf>p without their bbjedlions : but^ howeverybe (are 
that yours inay nojt Aray from the rules which the wifer part of 
the world hath fet to them. The leagues ofFeiifive and defen* 
five feldom hold in politics, and much lefs in friendfliips. Thft 
violent intimacies, when once broken, of which they fcarcc 
ever fail, make fuch a noiie i the bag of fecrets untied, they fljr 
about like birds let toofe from a cage, ai^d become the entertain- 
ment of the town. Befides, thefe great dearnefles by degrees 
grow injurious to the reft pf your acquaintance, and throw thetil 
ofF from you . There is fuch an oflenfi ve diftincS^ion when the deaf 
friend cometh into the room, that it is flinging flones z% dif 
company^ who are not apt to forgive jt. . 

Do not lay out your friendOiip tpo lavithly at firft) fince it 
will, like other things, be fo much the fooner fpent ; neither let 
it be of too fudden a growth ; for as the plants which (hoot up 
too fad are r.ot of that continuance as tbofe which take more 
time for it, fo too fwift a progrefs in pouring out your kindnefs^ 
is a certain fign that, by the courfe of nature, it will not fa^ 

long- 
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long-lived. You will be rcfponfible to the world, if you pitdf 
upon fuch friends ds at the time aife under the weight df an/ 
criminal objection. In that cafe you will bring yourfelf undef 
the difadvantages of their chara£ler, and muft bear your part of 
it. Choofing implieth approving ; and if yoii fix upon a lady for 
your friend, againft whom the world (hall have given judgment^' 
it is not fo well-natured as to believe you are altogether averfe 
to her way of living, fince it doth not difcourage you from ad- 
mittting her into your kindftefs : ^nd refemblanCe of inclina- 
tions being thought none of the lead inducements to ffiendfhip^ 
you will be looked upon, at leafV, as a wellwiOier, if not a paft« 
ner, with her in her faults* If yoji can forgive them in ano-» 
ther, it niay be pfefumed, you will not be lefs gentle to your-» 
felf ; and, therefore, y6u mufl: not take it III if you are reckon* 
ed a croupier ey and Condemned to pay an eqUal (hare with fuch 
a friend of the reputatiofl ihe hath loft» 

If it happeneth that yoiir friend (hould fall frorti the ftate of 
innocence, after your kindncfs was engaged to hef", you may bd 
flov^ in your belief in the beginning of the difcovery ; but as 
foon as you are convinced by a rational evidence, you mufit,' 
without breaking too roughly, make a fair and a quick retreat 
from fuch a miftaken acquaintance ; elfe, by moving too (lowly 
from one that is fo tainted, the Contagion may reach you fo bx 
as to give you part Of the fcandal, though riot of the guilt* 
This m^ter is fo nice, that as you muft not be too hafly to join 
in the cenfure upon your friend, when (he is accufed, fo you are 
jiot, on the other fide, to defend her with too much warmth % 
for, if flie ihould happen to deferve tbr report of common 
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fiime, bcfides the vexation that bclongcth to fuch a miftake, yeu 
will draw an ill appearance upbnyourfelf ; and it will be thought 
you pleaded for her "hot without fome confideration of yourfelf. 
The anger, which muft be put on to vindicate the reputation of 
an injured friend, may inclioe the conmpany to fufpcft you 
would not be fo zealous, if there was not a poffibility that the 
cafe might be ypur own. For this re^fon, you arc not to carry 
your deiiarnefs (b far as abfolutely to lofe your fight where your 
friend is concerned: becaufe malice is too quick-fighted, it 
doth not follow that friendihip muft be blind : there is- to be a 
mean betwfcn thefe two extremes, elfe your excefs of good-na* 
turc may beitray you into a very ridiculous figure, and, by degrees, 
you may be p/eferre^ to fuch offices as you will not be proud of. 
, Your ignorance may leflen the guilt, but will improve the jeft 
upon you, who fliall be kindly folicitous to procure a meeting, 
and innocently contril^ute fo the ills you would avoid ; whilft 
the contriving lovers, when they are alone, fhall make you the 
fubje^ of their mirth ; and, perhaps (with refpe£l to the god^ 
fiefs of loye be it fpoken), it is not the worft part of their en? 
tertainment} at leaft it is the moft lading, to laugh at the be* 
lieving friend who was fo eafily deluded. 

.Let the good fenfe oT your friends be a c)iief ingredient !i^ 
your choice of them'; elfe, let your reputation be pever fo clear, 
it may be clouded by theijr impertinence. It js like ourhoufes 
being in the power of a drunken or a carelefs neighbour; only 
fo much worfe, as that there will be no infurance here to make 
you ajne^ds, as there is in the cafe of fire. 
-To jponclude this paragraph: if fqrniality |s to be allowed irj 
. --:' any 
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any inStncei it is to Iw put on to refill the mvafion «^ fddi (or* 
vard women a* Ihall prefs themTelves into your ftiendSi^i. 
where» if adioitted, they will either be » ban wan'ukiimt^ 
' Wance. 



CEK- 
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CENSURE. 



1 



WILL come neitt to the confideratlon, how 
you are to manage your cenfure ; in which both care and (kJl 
will be a good deal required. To diftinguifh is not only na- 
tural, but neceflfary i and the efFed of it is, .that we cannot avoid 
giving judgment in our minds, either to abfulve or to condemn , 
as the cafe requireth. The difficulty is, to icnow when and 
where it is fit to proclaim the fentence. An averfion to what 
is criminal, a contempt of what is ridiculous, are the infepar** 
able companions of underftanding . and virtue ; but the letting 
them go farther than our thoughts hath fo much danger in it» 
that though it is neither poffible nor fit to fupprefs them entire- 
ly, yet it is necefTary they ihould be kept under very great re- 
flraints. An unlimited liberty of this kind is little lefs than fend- 
ing an herald, and proclaiming war to the world, ^hich is an 
angry beafl when fo provoked. The contefl will beunequal^ • 
though you are never fo much in the right ; and if you begin 
againft fuch an adverfary, it will tear you in pieces, with this 
juflification^ that it is done in its own defence. You muft 
therefore take heed of laughing, except in company that is 
very fure. It is throwing fnowballs- againft bullets j and it 
, ^ ' Bbb is 
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it the diiadyantage of a woman, that the malice of the world 
will help the brutality of thofe who will throw a fiovenly 
untruth upon her. You are for this reafon to fupprefs your 
impatience for fools; who, befides that they are too ftrong 
a party to be unnece(E|rt}y provoked, are of all others the moft 
dangerous in this cafe. A blockhead in his rage will return a 
dull jeft that will lie heavy, though there is not a grain of wit in 
it. Others will do it with more art; and you muft not think 
yourf^lf f^pur^ b^aufb your repit^tion (nay, perhaps, be out 
gf the reafrh of ill^wiU ; for if i| fiodeth th^t part guarded, it 
will feek one which is more e^qnoftwl. Il flietb, like a cornipt 
Hun^oiir in tbe bgdy, to the weakcft part. If yoju have a teader 
fide, the woftd wiQ be 6ire to find it, and to put the worft cci^ 
lour upQ9 siU you fay or dp ; ' give as aggravation ,to every thing 
|b^ may lefl^n you ; and a ffittfvl turn to every thing that may 
recommend you. Anger layel^ open thofe defeds which 
firiendfbip would not fee» and civUity coight be wiUing to for^ * 
. get. MaUce needeth no fiich inviiiaiiQib to eaiQoufsge it ; ne i^ifir 
are any paii^ more ftiperAuou^ itoi ihpk we lake |q be iH 
ip9kei» oi If e(»vy, wJbicb tscafei dieth, and feldom fleepeth, 
h content f^^metkoet to be in a flumbec, it is very unCkilfuI to 
^lake a noife to awake ilu 

B tfi d et , your wJl will be miGi|)plied if it is wholly direfied to 
dtfcern the &uks of others, i«bea it is ib neceffiiry to be often 
HJEkl to m$!nd and prevent your own. The fending our thougbls 
Hoo twcti abroad batib the fim<e e&A, as wheb a fiunify. never 
#ayeti| at home; jaegie^ apd di&cder naturally fdlow; as it 
mujft d^ vriibtn oucfckes, if wc dQ not frequently turn our ^os 

in* 
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ifi1i^f(te» tb fee what is amirs with us ; where ft is a fign we 
have an unwelcome profpe<^ when we do rtot care to look upon 
it, but rather feek our cdnfolatidns in the faults df thdfe we 
converfe with. 

Avoid being the firft in fixing a hard cenfure;. let it be con* 
firmed by the general voice, before you give into it : neither 
are you then to give fentence like a magiftrate, or as if you had 
a fpecial authority to beftow a good or ill name at your difcre* 
tion. Do not dwell too long upon a weak fide^ touch and go 
away; take pleafure to ftay longer where you can commend ; 
like bees, that fix only upon thofe herbs out of which they may 
extrafk the juice of which their honey is compofed. A virtue 
ftuck with bridles is top rough for this age i it muft be adorned 
with fome flowers, or elfe it will be unwillingly entertained : fo 
that even where it' may be fit to ftrike, do it like a lady, gently; 
and afTure yourfelf, that where you care, to do it, you will 
Wound others more, and hurt yourfelf lefs, by fofi: ftrokes, than 
' hy being harfh or violent*. 

The triumph of wit is to nnlke your good-nature fubdue 
your cenfure ; to be quick in feeing faultsj and flow in ex« 
pofmg them. You are to confider, that the invifible thing 
called a good name is made up of the breath of numbers that 
ipeak well of you ; fo that if by a difobltging word you fUence 
the' meaneft, the gale, will be lefs flrong which is to bear up 
your efleem.v And though nothing is fo vain as the eager pur* 
fuit of empty applaufe, ytt to be well thought of, and to be 
kindly ufed, by the world, is like a glory about a woman's head; 
it is a perfume flie carrieth about with her, and leaveth wfaer- 

B b b 2 ever 
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cm flte goeth; it is a charm againft ill-will. Malice may 

empty h:r qjlver, but cannot wound ; the dirt will not ftick; 

thejefts wU not tike ; without the confeni of the world afcan- 

di\ doth not go deep i it is only a flight ftrolce upon the injured 

party, and retaracth with the greater force upon tbole that gav? 

it. 
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VANITY AND AFFECTATION, 



I 



MUST with more than ordinary earneftneft 
give you cautign againft vanity, it being the fault to which your 
f^x feeiheth to be jthe moft inclined ; and fince affectation, for 
the mod part, attendeth it, Ido notl^now how to divide th^m. 
I.will not call them twjns^ b^ecaufe^ more properly* vanity is th^ 
mother, and ^iFeSatipn is ^he flarling daughter j vanity is the 
iin, and afFedation i$ the pupiQ^ment $ the hrft may be called the 
rpot of fJf-love, the. other the frujt* Vanity is never at its 
full growth till it fpreadetb^ into ^fFeiftatioiYi and then it is com*^ 
plete. 

Not ta dwell any longer upon the definition of thebn, I will 
pafs to the means and motives to avoid them. . In order to it^ 
you are to confider that the world challengeth the right of dif* 
tributing efteem and applaufe; fo that where any aflume, by 
their fingle authority, to be their own i:arvers, it groweth an^ 
gry, and never ^ileth to feek revenge. And if we may mea-> 
fure a fault by the greatncfs of (he penalty, there are few of a 
higher fize than vanity ; as there is fcarce a punilhment which 
(an be heavier than that of b?ing laughed -at* 
^ Yanity oiakcth a woman tainted w:ith it fo top-full of berfdf, 

that 
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that fbe fpilleth it upon the coiii|ttny4 And, becaufe her owtl 
thoughts are entirely employed in felf-contemplation, ih^ en- 
deavoureth, by a cruel miftake, to confine her acquaintance to 
the fame narrow circle of that which only concerned) her lady^ 
fliip } forgetting that (he is not of half that inxportsttice to the 
world that (he is to herfelf ! fo miilaken is (he in her Value, by 
being her own appraifer, (he will fetch fuch a compafs in dif« 
courfe, to bring in her beloved felf^ and rather than fail, her fin« 
petticoat, thstt there can hardly be a bell^ JTcen^ than fudi a 
trial of ridicolouft ingenuity. It is a pit^fyf^ to kt hftr ingle . 
f^ commendatlofis, and ri(e fo diiTikttsited with tbe ill-bred eont-^ 
liany,. if they Will nbt bite« To obferve her fKrowing her liy^ 
sftpout to fetch kt prifonet^^ arid go about c^uteing \lk% a pri-* 
iraie^f , and fo out of eoufttenante^ If At retolls #iftdiit bboty^ 
18 lib ill piece of comedy. Sb^ is (b eagei' tb draw reipeft, that 
flie' always miflbth it $ y«t thinketh it fo ffaueh her du^ tKikfc 
when (be faileth, (be groweth WafpUbi n6it eenfldd^ing thiii it fs 
impoffible to commit a rape upon the will ; that it muft be hit^. 
ly gainedi and vInU not be taken by floltn ^ arid &at^ in this 
€afe, the tax ever #lf<!th bigheft by a benerblerii^e. If O^ 
^rld, inftead df adtniribg her idiagthary ci^eHefleiB, ffteth 
Hbk liberty to laugh at tM*in^ .ffle apipeal^tb fh>ih H to Herfelf, m 
whom (he gtveili (kflttfcrtt^i aiid procliHiiifetH it ih sOl ci^|:laAiei. 
On the other fide, If eitccmragfed by a eivil Wtitij (He is (b^ 
ebliging, that (be Will give th:ink^ for befh^ laii^d at in good 
language. She taketh a cbiJipKm<!ht at a HettoiKlRtfloh; Mtf 
fetteth it up as an ^tidene^^ <hreh agaijill her IdbklAg-gUfi; 
Btti the g<kKl lad^ beiUg M tbM WRiKrtt » niM fitUfiniM I^Ao- 

^ ranee 
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rince of herrflf, forgetteth that men would not let hert^lkupoii 
Aein, and throw fo many fenfelefs words at their heads, if tkkPf 
did not intend to put her perfon to fine and ranfoth for her iiii# 
jpertinence. Good words of any other Ijady are fo many ftonta 
thrown at her, flie can by no means bear them ; they make kpk 
(q uneafy, that (he cannot ke^ her feat, but up (he rifeth, tod 
goeth home half hurft with anger and ftrait lacing« If, by gre^t 
phahce, (he faith any thir^g that bath fenfe in it, (he expe^eCh 
fiipb an exceffive rate of cominendlatiaQS, ths^t, to her tfaiBkiog, 
^ company ever rifeth in her debt. She looketh upon rides 
$19 m^ fox the common people, and not for porfons of her 
faxik I and this opinion fometimes tempteth her to extend her 
^erpgaliye to ihr difpeaifrng with the commandments. If b)r 
ffPSLt fortune fiKrbappeneth in (pite of her vanity to be honeft^ 
(k$ is (o troublefome with it, that, at % as. in her liedi, flie 
laake^ a fcurvy thing of it. Her bragging of her virtue lockelll 
«s if it coil her fo muoh pains to get the better of herielf, that 
^ infH'ences are veiy ridiculous. Her good huioour is geiMk 
x^ly applied to the laughing at good fen&. It woidd do on^ 
^od to (ee how heartily (he dsfptftth any thing that is #t£ic 
jl^ to do. The gneaSeft past of her faney is laid out in choofi* 
mg her gonin, )as har difention ia chiefly •a^>Wyed in not pay» 
ing fee it. She is faithful to the fa(kion, to which not only her 
«pin}on» but her fenfes, are wholly c^gned : fo csUequious Ibe 
is le it, ti»t (be would be roady to be rsconciled even to virtue^ 
wHh ali its fimlis, if Ae had faer danoingHaaa^ef's word that it 
W$s pns^ifed at court 
Tip a wooun h compo&d, wbeii affeAaiion eooMCb in to im- 

^ prove 
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prove her character, it is then raifed to the higheft ptrft&l&fi^ 
She firft fetteth up for a fine*thing, anid for that reafon will di& 
tinguiih herfelf, right or wrong, in every thing (he doth. She ' 
would have it thought, that (he is made of (q much the finer clay^ 
and fo much more fifted than ordinary, that (he hath no com« 
mon earth about her. To this end (he muft neither move nor 
fpeak .like Other women, becaufe it would be vufgar; and 
therefore muft have a language of hef own, fince ordinary Eng- 
littx is too coarfe for her. The looking' glafs, in thetnorning, 
di£bteth to her all the motions of the day ; which, by how much 
the more ftudied, are (b much the more miftaken* She cometH 
into a room as if her limbs were fet on with ill made fcrews^ 
which maketh ^e company fear the pretty thing (hould leave 
fome of its artificial perfon upon the floor* She doth not like 
herfelf as God Almighty made her, but will have fome of her 
own workman(hip ; which is fo far from making her a better thing 
than a woman, that it turneth her into a worfe creature than a 
monkey. She falleth out with nature, againft which (he maketh 
war without admitting a truce ; tbofe moments excepted in which 
her gallant may reconcile her to it. When (be hath a mind to 
.be fgft and languithing, there is fomething fo unnatural in that 
aflFedled eafmefs, that her frowns could not be by many degrees 
fo forbidding. When (he would appear unr^afonably humble; 
one may fee (he is fo exceffively proud, that there is no enduring 
it. There is fuch an impertinent fnaile, fuch.a (atisfied (tmpo*, 
when (he faintly difowneth fome fulfome commendation a m^fi 
happeneth to beftow upon her againft his confctence, that her 
thanks for it are more vifible under fuch a thin difguife, .thkn 

they 
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they coulJ be if flie.fliould print them. If a handfomer woman 
taketh any liberty of dreffing out of the ordinary rules, the- 
miftaken lady falloweth, without diftinguifhingthe unequal pat- 
tern, and maketh herfelf uglier by an example mifplaced ; either 
forgetting the privilege of good looks in another^ or prefuming, 
without fufficient reafon, upon her own. Her difcourfe is a 
fenfelefs chime of empty words; a heap of compliments (o 
equally applied to differing perfons, that they are neither valued 
nor believed. Her eyes keep pace with her tongue, and, are 
therefore, always in motion. One may difcern that they gene« 
rally incline to the compaffionate tide; and that^ notwithftand^* 
ing her pretence to virtue, (he is gentle to didrefled lovers, and 
ladies that are merciful. She wilt repeat the tender part of a 
play (o feelingly, that the company may guefs, without injuflice, 
(he was not altogether a difinterefted fpedator. She thinketh 
that paint and fm are concealed by railing at them. Upon the 
latter ihe is lefs hard ; and being divided between the two op'^ 
pofite prides of her beauty and her virtue, fhe is often tempted 
to give broad hints, that fomebody is dying for her; and of the 
two, (he is lefs unwilling to let the world think (he may be 
fomelimes profaned, than that (he is never wor(hipped« 

Very great beauty mayy perhaps, fo dazzle for a time,' that 
men may not fo clearly fee the deformity of thefe affedtations ; 
but when the brightnefs goeth off, and that the lover's eyes are 
by that means fet at liberty to fee things as they are, he will 
naturally return to his fenfes, and recover the miftake into 
which the lady's good looks had at firft engaged him; ancj, 
being once undeceived, ceafeth to wor(hip that as a goddefs, 

C c c which 
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which he Teeth is only an artificial fhrine, moved by wh«b and 
^rin^s to delude him. . Such womerr pleafe only like the (irft 
opening of a fcene, that hath nothing to recommend it but that 
of bcin^ new. They may be compared to flies, thai have pretty 
{hilling wings for two or three hot months, but the firft cold 
weatlier maketh an-end of tbemi fo the latter feafon of tbefe 
fluttering creatures is difma] : from their neareil friends they 
receive a very laint refpe^^ from the reH of the world the ut- 
■noft degree of contempt; 

- Lei this pi£)urc fopply the placc-of any other rules which 
might be given, to prevent your refemblance to it. The defor- 
mity t^ it, well confidered, is inftruSion enough ; from tho 
fame reafon, that the fight of a drunkard is a better fermon 
kgainft that vice, than the beft that was ever preached upon that 
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PRIDE* 



After having fald this againft vanity, I do not 
intend to apply the ftme cenfure to pride, well placed, and 
rightly defined. It is an ambiguous word ; one kind of it is as 
tnuch a virtue as the other is a vice : but we are naturally fy 
apt. to choofe tht worft^ that it is become dangerous to com->- 
iilend the beft fide of It. 

A woman is not to be proud of her fine gow^n : nor, wheii 
fhe hath lefs wit than her neighbours, to comfort herfelf that (he 
hath more lace. Some ladies put fo much weight upon orna- 
ments, that if one could fee into their hearts, it would be found^ 
that even the thought of death is made lefs heavy to them by the 
CQiitempIation of their being laid out in date, and honoura]|Iy 
attended to the grave. One may come a good deal fhort pf 
fuch an fextreme, aiwl yet ftill be fufficiently impertinent, by 
fetting a wrong value upon things which ought to be ufed with 
ttiore indifference. A lady muft not appear folicitous to ingrofs 
tefpeA to herfelf, but be content with a reafonable diftributiofl j 
and allow it to others, that (he may have it returned to hef. 
She is not to be troublefomely nice, nor dlftinguifh herfelf by 
being too delicate, as if ordinary things were too coarfe for her : 

C c c 2 this 
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ijiis i$ anHiHuoa^fi&riy an4 dFeaiive pridfr ; and ^here it is prao- 
tifedy defervetb to be mortified, of which :it feldom £iilelb. She 
is not tQ lean too much upon her quality, much lefs to defpife 
^hpfe who are telow it. Some make quality an idol^ and then 
their reafon mud fall, down and worfhip it. 7'hey wouU have 
the world think that no amends can ever be made for As want 
of a great title, or an ancient coat of arms : they imagine that 
>yith thefe advantages they ftand upon the higher groiuid, which 
;naketh them, look down upon merit and virtue as things inferior 
to them. This miflake is not only fenfelefs, but criminal too^ 
in putting a greater price upon that, which is a piece of good 
luck| than upon things which are valuable in themfelyes. Lai^li* 
ing is not enough for fiich a folly i it muft be Severely whipped, 
as it juftly deferves. It will be confefTed thene are frequent 
temptatioqs given by pert upftarts to be angry, and by that to 
have our judgments corrupted in thefe cafes : but they are to be 
refifl^ed ; and the utmod that is to be allowed hy when thofe of 
a new edition will forget themfelves, fo as either to brag of their 
weak fide, or to endeavour to hide their meannefs by their info- 
lence, to cure them by a little feafonable raillery, a little fliarp^ 
nefs well placed, without dwelling too long upon it. 

Thefe, and many other kinds of pride, are to be avoided* 
That, which is to-be recommended to you, is an emulation to 
raife yourfelf to a charader by which you may be diftinguifhed ; 
an eagernefs for precedence in virtue, and all fuch other things 
as may gain you a greater (hare of the good opinion of the 
world. Efteem to virtue is like a cherifhing air tp plants and 
flowers, which maketh them blow and proiper s and for that 

reafon 
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x^afpn it may be allowed to be, in Ibme degree, di^ csufe, as 
-'mil as the reward of it. That pride which leadeth to a good 
end cannot be a vice, fince it is the beginning of virtue ; and 
to be pleaibd' virith juft applaufe is fo far from a fault, that it 
would be an ill fymptom' in a woman who (hould not place the 
greateft part of her (atisfadion in it. Humility, is no doubt, a 
great virtue; but it ceafeth to be fo when it is afraid to fcorft 
.tm ill thing. Againft vice and folly it is becoming your fex to 
be haughty ; but you muft not carry the contempt of things t6 
anx^ance towards perfons *, and it muft be done with fitting 
diftin^ons, elfe it m$y be inconvenient, by being unfeafonabIe» 
•A pride that raifeth a little anger to be outdone in any thing that 
ia good, will4iave fo good ap effl^^^ diajt it is very hard to allow 
it to be a fi|ult. 

Jt is no eafy matter to carry ev^ between thefe differing 
kinds fo defcribed ; but remember, that it is fiifer for a woms^i^ 
|o be thought too prpud thap top fan^iliaf. 
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DIVERSION. 



A H E laft thing I fliall recommend .to you, is af 
wife and afafe method of oCng dtvetfions. To be too eager in 
the purfuit of pleafufe whiMl you are young is dangerous ; to- 
catch' it in riper years is grafping a (hadoil^ ; it will not be held | 
bcfidcs, that by being Icfs natural, ' it groweth to bet indecent* 
Diverfions arc the moft properly applied to eafe and rtKcve 
diofe who are bpprefled by being- too mtich employed : thofe 
that are idle have no ne^d of them 5 and yet they," above all 
others, give themfclves up to them. To unbend our thoughts^ 
when they are too much ftretched by our cares, is not more na- 
tural than it is necefiary: but to turn our whole life into a holi- 
day, is not only ridiculous, but deftroyeth pleafure inftead of 
promoting it. The mind, like the body, is tired by being al- 
ways in one pofture; too ferious breaketh, and too diverting 
loofeneth it; it is variety that giveth the relifh: fo that diver- 
fions too frequently repeated grow firft to be indifferent, and aC 
laft tedious. Whilft thzy are well chofen, and well timed, they 

are never to be blamed ; but when they are ufed to an excefs, 
» » 

though very innocent at firft, they often grow to be criminal^ 
arkl never fail to be impertinent. 

Some ladies are befpoken for merry meetings, as BeflTus was 

for 
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for Sods. They are engaged in a circle of idlenefS) wbere 
they turn round for the whojc year, without the interruption of 
at ferious hour: they know all the. players names^ and are in- 
timately acquainted with all the booths in B&rthdomew £ur. , 
No foldier is more obedient to the found of hts captain^s'trum^ 
pet than they are to tl^at which, fummoneth them to a puppetr 
play, or a monfter. The fprrng, that bringeth out -flies and 
fools^ maketh them inhabitants :ia Hyde Park: in the winter 
they are an incufnbr.^nce to the phtyhoufe, and the ballaft of^fte 
drawiag-^room. - The ftreets ali this while^'are fo weary of the& 
daily faces-, that men's eyes are overlaid with them. ^ The fight 
is glutted with fine things, gs the ftomacb with fweet ones ^ 
»id when a hir lady will give too much of herfclf td the worlds 
flie groweth lufcious, and opprefies inftead of pleailng. Thefir 
" jolly ladies do.fo continually fedc diverfion, that in a tittle time 
they grow into a jeft ; yet are unwilling to remember, that if 
they- were feldomcr fcen they would not be (o often laughed at: 
befides^ they make themfelves cheap, than which there {cannot 
be an unkinder word beO'owedupon your fex. 

To play fometimes to entertain company, or to divert your- 
felf, h not to be di^allow^d j but to ^o ft ib often as to be c^d 
a gamefter, is to be avoided next to the things that are mofl 
criminal. It hath confequences of feveral kinds not'ta be en-^ 
dured ; it will engage you into a habit of idknefs and ill hours; 
draw you into ill-mixed company ; make you negled your civi*> 
litres ainxxad, and your bofmeft at home ; and impofe into your 
;itiquaintance fuch as will do you no credit. 
• ' To deep vplay there will be yet greater dyeflions, ft will 
* give 
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give oecafion to. the woM to a(k fpiteful queftiont : hofwjou 
dare Fentore to lofe, and what means you have to pay fucb great 
fums i If you pay exadly, it will be inquired firoofi whence the 
money comieth? If Jppu owe^ and eipecially to a mani you 
matt be fe very civil to him for his forbearance, that it la/eth a 
ground of having it fiirtber improved, if the gentleman is fo 
di(p6fed, who will be thought no un&ir creditor, if, where the 
eftate faileth, he feizedi upon the perfon. Befides, if a lady 
could fee her own face upon an ill game, at a deep ftake, (he 
wotdd Certainly forfwear any thing that could put her looks un- 
der fuch a di&dvantage. 

To dance Ibmetimes will not be imputed to you as a fault ; 
but remember, diat the end of your learning it was, that you 
might the better know how to move gracefully : it is only an 
advantage fo far. When it goeth beyond it, one may call ic 
excelling in a miftake, which is no very great comixiendation. 
It is better for a woman never to dance, becaufe (he hath no 
ikill in it, than to do it too often, becaufe &e doth it well. 
The eafieft as well as the fafeft method of doing it is in private 
companies, among particular friends, a^d then carele&ly, like 
a diverHon, rather than with folemnity, as if it was a bufinefs, 
or had any thing in it to defer ve a month's preparation by feri-. 
ous conference with a dancing-mafter. 

Much ' more might be faid to all thefe heads, and many more 
might be added to them. But I mufl: reftrain my thoughts, 
which are full of my dear child, and would overflow into a vo-? 
lume, which would not be fit for a New Year's Gift. I will, 
conclade with my wanncft wUbes for all that is good to fou* 

That 
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Thtt yod mtjr Uv«k f'^'^ **> be an ornaincntl;i> Ttnir^tnil}^ sod. 
m pattern to your Tex : thit you may be blefr«d witli-t-tMifliand - 
diat may value^ and with cliilJren that may inherit, your virtue: 
that you may Ihine in the world by a true light, anil lilence tavf 
by deferving to be efleemed : that wit and virtue may both coci- 
ipire to maks you a great figure ! When they are fepataced, 
tb;e firft.is lb empty, and the other fo faint, that they Tcarce 
have rig^t to be t:ommended. May they therefore meet and 
never part; let them be your guardian angels, and be fure 
never to ftray out of the dillance of their joint prote^ion. • 
May you fo raife your charafler, that you may help to make the 
next ^e a better thing, and leave polleiity in your debt, for 
the advantage it (hall receive by your example. 

Let me conjure you, my dearell, to comply with this kind 
ambition of » &ther, whofe thoughts, are fo engaged in your 
behalf, that he rcckoneth your happiucfs to be the greaicft part 
of his own. 
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LADY ANN BOTHWELUS 



LAMENTATION. 
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X3AL0W,* my babe, and go to fleipe, 
It grieves me (air to fee thee weipe 5 
If thouft be filept, I'ls be glad. 
Thy maining makes my heart full fad* 
Balow, . my boy, thy meither's joy. 
Thy fether breides me great ariiioy. 

Balow, my babe, ly ftill, and ileipe. 
It grieves me fair to fee thed weipe* 

Whan he began to court my luve, 
And with his fugred wordes to^ muve,^ 
His faynjng fals and flatt'ring cheire 
To me that time did not appeire : 



Balow (a Scotch nurfery term), hulh^ lullabyy &c. 

Ddd2 But 
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But now^ I fee, mod cruell hee 
Cares neither for my babe nor mee. 

Balow, my babe, ly ftill, mi fleipe| 
It grieves me iair to fee thee weipe. 

s. 

Ly flill, my ds^ling, Heipe a- while. 
And when diou wakeft,* fweitly fmile ; 
But fmile not» as thy father did, 
To cozen maids': nay, Go4 foibidl 
^ Bot yett I feire, thou <vilt gae neir 
Thy father's heart and face to heir. 

Balow, my babe, ly ftilT, and fleipe^ 
It grieves me fair to fee thee weipe* 

I cannae chufe, but ever will 
Be luving to thy father fHU : 
Whair-eir he gae, whair-eir he ryde. 
My luve with him maun flill abyde : 
In well or wae, whair-eir he gae, 
% Mine hart can neire depart hipi frae* 

Balow, my babe, ly flill, and fleipei' 
It grieves me fair to fee thee weipe* 

But doe not, doe not, prettie mine. 
To feynings fals thine hart incline | 
Be loyal to thy luver true, 
^d nevir change hir for a new : 
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If gude or fairc, of htr have c^re. 

For woinen^s bannings wond'rous fiurt 
Balow, my babe, ly ftill, and fleipe. 
It grieves me (air to fee thee weipe. 

Bairne, fin thy cruel father's gane. 

Thy winfome fmiles maun cafe my palne : 

My babe and l'}! together live ; 

He'll coaifort me whan cares do grieve : 

My babe and J right fafc will ly, 

And quite forgeit man's cruelty.. 

Balow, my babe, ly ftill, and fleipe^ 
It grieves me fair to fee thee weipe. 

F^reweil, fareweil, thou falfeft youth^ 

That evir kift a woman's mouth ! 

\ wiih all maides be warn'd by me 

Nevir to truft man's curtefy ; 

For if we doe bot chance to bow, 

Tbcy'le ufe us than they care not how. 

Balow, my babe, ly ftill, and fleipe. 
It grieves me (air to fee thee v^eipe^ 
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REFLECTIONS 



ON THE SEVEN DAYS 
• OF THE WEEK, 



./ 



3y MRS, TALBOT, 



ON SUNDAY. 

V 

/ 

xj LORD, thou haft fearched me out, and 
" kndwn me : thou knbweft my down-fitting and mine up-rif- 
<^ ing: thou art about my path, and about my bed, andfpieft 
*« out all my ways." 

How true, how aftonifliing, is this thought t Almighty God, 
my Maker, is ever prefent with me. He is infinite in being, 

and 
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and therefore niuft be every where. He is infinite in know- 
ledge, and therefore every thing muft be known to him. No 
creature is too inconfiderable for his notice, who is the maker 
of all, and '' careth for all alike." The friends, the relations, 
and acquaintance, whom I fee and converfe with every day, 
know not half fo much of my coadu£t as he does, nor are half 
fo attentive to it. How hourly careful (hould I be, then^ to 
' approve myfelf to him I Among «Qy relations and friends, there 
are fome, whom I regard more thaii the reft, either out of 
greater afFef^ion for their goodnefs and kindnefs; or out of re- 
verence for their greater wifdom and dignity ; -or out of intereft, 
.as being capable of doing me more good or hurt. AlLthefe 
motives of the hrgheft regard are joined in him. His excel- 
lence is more than thought can conceive : whatever is beauti- 
ful, or good, or amiable in the world, flows from him as its 
fource. In him is all greatnefs and majefty, all wifdom and 
knowledge : every thing that is glorious, awful, venerable. 
My hourly dependance is upon him, and all my expe£btions, 
through an eternity to come. From him I have received my 
life, my being, every power and faculty of foul and body. 
Every innocent delight I enjoy, is his gift; in every danger, 
he is my prefent help. No power but his could guide me fafely 
through the intricate mazes of life. Hitherto his providence 
has carefully watched over me, and his right hand has held me 
up : and through all my future life, he, who is truth itfelf, has 
promifed never to fail me nor forfake me, if, on my part, I will 
but ferve him faithfully, as in my baptifmal vow I have promifed 
to do. That bleffcd covenant I am going to renew, by par- 

tak- 
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taking, of: thchol;^ facrament. Had not oui bleficd Saviour died 
tQ r^d^eoi mankind, v¥e nxuft all have appeared before an alU 
f(?eing. Gpd, of. infiiiitctjuftice aid holineis, without fecurity.of 
being confidered otberwife than asobjedls of dlfpleafure. But 
we knoW) that he looks upon us nowj" as obj;£ts of tlfe tender- 
eft mercy^ He invites us to '^ pour out our hearts before him," 
at all times: '' To call upon him in the time of trouble.** 
*f To look unto himj and be faved," O my foulj in all thy 
Waj^ acknowledge him, and he (hall dirc£t thy paths. 

Let me then afk myfelf^ as in his fight, what is the general 
turn of my temper^ and difpofition of my mind ? My moft tri- 
fling words and adioqs are obferved by him : and eVery thought 
is naked to his eye. Could I fuppofe the king, or any the great- 
eft perfoii I have any.kiiOiwledgc of, were within reach of ob- 
ferving my commofir daily behtivieurf. though unfeen by ,me^ 
fliould I not be very.p^RticuIarly careful to pf^ferve it^ in every 
i-efped):, decent^ and-becoming ? Should I allow myfelf in any 
little froward humours ? Should I not^'be afhamed to appear 
peevifti and ill natured? Should ( uie'fo much a§ one harfti of* 
Unhandfome expreflion even to my equal, or my meaneft infe- 
rior, even were I ever fo much provoked ? Much lefs fhould I 
behave irreverently. to my parents or fuperiorsi This awfui 
being, in whom I live, and move, and from whonl no obfcuri- 
ty can hide me^ by whom the very hairs of my head are all 
numbered, he knows the obligations of every relation in life^ 
He fees in their full light the reciprocal duties of parents and 
children, of huft^ands and wives, of neighbours^ and fellow- 
fervants. He knows the aggravated guilt of every offence 

Eee againft 
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agaiiift Aete tie* of ftidcty, however we raajr be dHpolcd to 
treat them at trilec : «.m1 evcrj (h.-cc of fiubboriuids and pride, 
of ill homow snd piSon, of ingcr and refcntnwnt, of fiiUen- 
nc&diiJ penericodit ei^pdes in to bis jiift indignalioa. . 



MON- 
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MONDAY. 



XjLESSED are they that do hungeir and third 
^ after righteoufnefs/'— Our Lord and Saviour has pronounced 
this blefiednefs, and through his grace, I,.hope to partake of it* 
Hunger and third naturally prompt us to feek, without dela/y 
the means of /atisfying them. What then is the food of the 
mind i Wholefome inftru£lion and religious^ meditation. If 
then I fincerely do hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, I ihall 
be frequently feeding my mind with pious books and thoughts. 
I fliaU make the returns of thefe meals as regular as I can, and 
feldom (hall I find any necefBty ftrong enough to make me mift 
them a whole day together.— -But then it ought to be remem«> 
bered too, that even thefe, the beft hours of my life, ought never 
to encroach upon the duties and employments of my fiation^ 
whatever they may be. " Am I in a (uperior ftation of life I 
My duty then probably takes in a large compafs : and I am ac- 
countable to my maker for all thofe talents entrufted with me 
by him, for the benefit of my fellow-creatures. I muft not 
think of living to myfelf alone, or devoting that time to imitate 
the employment of angels^ which was given me for the fervice 
of men. , Religion muft be my chief end, and my beft delight: 

E e c a it 
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it fDuft regulate all I think, or do ; but whatever mj fts^cti is, 
) mufl fulfil all its duties. Have I leifure and genius ? I mull 
give a due portion of my time to the elegant improvements of 
life : to the ftudj of thofe firiences that are an ornament to ho-* 
man nature : to fuch things as may make me amiable, and en-» 
gaging to ali whom I converfe with, that by any means 1 may 
win them over to religion and gooJneis. For if I am alwa}'^ 
Ihut up in my clofet, and fpend my time in nothing but exer* 
cifes of devotion, I ftaU be locked upon as morofe and h)|KVi 
cridc^^ and be diiregarded as ufelefe in the world* When thi$ 
life is ended, we have a whole eternity ^fare us to fpend in 
thofe iiobleft employments, and htgheft delights. But mam, in 
Ais low ftate of mortality, pays the moft acceptable Aedicnce 
to God, by (erving his fcilow-creatures. 

Perhaps sdl tliefe confiderations are wide from my cafe. So 
far from having leifure iipon my hands, I have fcarce a moment 
free from the neceflary engagements of bufinefs and bodily 
labour. While T am working hard for bread for myfelf and my 
Ikmily, or attending diligently the commands of a firiA mafter,. 
to whom I am juftly accountable for every hotir I have, how 
can I find frequent opportunities for flrudying the word of God, 
or much time to fpend in devout meditativjri i Why, happily, 
much is riot reqjired, provided I make the beft ufe of what little 
I have. Some time 1 muft needs have on Sundays, and this I 
inay improve. I may diligenriy attend to what I hear at church : 
1 may examine whether my own practice is conformable to 
'what 1 am there taught; and I may fpend fome hours in that 
'dikyi either in good difeourfe, with fuch as are able to infirud 

me« 
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ft^ti ^ tr\ rraditig fiich rergit>us books, as are put into lAy totlds. 
Still ^Dotigh wUl be left. for chcarful converftti«mv feiid ple^Lfilitt 
Ivwdks. . Why ftoukl either of them be the lefs chekifol, fdr 4 
mixtare of religious thoughts ? What indeed h there fo glarf- 
idening as they are ? B« my ftate ever fo meati and toilfome, ;**. 
achriftian, if indecrd I behave like one, I am eqtia) to the great- 
teft hfioiiarch upon r^rth. Fe my misfortunes arid fbrrows never 
fo fe.vere, as a chriftian, I can look beyond death to an eternlty- 
t>{ happincft, ofhappinefs certain, and unl|)eakaWe. Theies 
thoughts, therefore, I fbou!d keep upon my mind, through ths 
J»^h(>le week : they (hould be tb€ amufement of my labour, and 
the relief of my vrearinefs : and when my heart is thus reddy, I 

' Cbali'gbdly take every oppoVtunity to (ing and give pr^ife. I fhall 
awake early to worfliip that God, who is my defence anc) my de-^ 
light.; and -I ihall clofe e^ery evening with prayer and thankf^ 
giving to him, whofe *' Ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all 
?* whofe paths are peace." Whenever I caa have a quarter of an 
liour to fpare from the neCeflary bufinefs, ahd the (at fit times J^ 
as neceflary relaxations of life^ which, while they are innocent, 
moderate, and reafonable, will nev^r be diiapproved by that good 
.God, who has created every thing that is comely and pleafaht 
in the world, and invites us to rejoice, and do good, alt thdf 
/days of our life: When I have any fpare time, I fiiall gladly 
fpend it in reading, with reverence and attention, fotne portionis 
pf the Bible. In z\l my common converfation, I fhali have my 
leye continually up to him," who alone can dircA my paths to 
happinefs and iniprovement, and crowaall my endeavours with 
the beft fuccef^. IfliaU try to be fomethlng the better ft^r every 

^L . . fcene 
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fcene. of life I 9m engaged in ; to be femething the wiier&r; 
every day's converiacion and experience. And let me not fear, 
but that if I daily thus feithfiilly ftrive to grow in holinefe and 
goodnefs, be my growth at the prefent never (b imperceptible^ 
I ^ (ball in due^ time arrive at the meafure of the fulnefs of 
,5« ftature in Chrift." 

That I may be better for the laft twenty- four hours, let me 
examine a litcte what temper I have, been in all that time^ In 
genenil9 perhaps, I can recoiled nothing much ami(s in it i but 
let me defceqd to particulars. Things are often very faulty, that 
appear at firft fight very trifling. Perhaps I have fo fond aeon* 
ceit of myfelf, as to think, that I can never be in the wrong. 
Has any uneafinefs happened in the family this laft day ? Per*^ 
baps 1 think the fault was wholly in others^and the right entire* 
ly on my fide. But ought I not to remember, that in all dif- 
putes, there is generally fome fault on both fides ! Perhaps they 
begun :-^But did not I carry it on ?— They gave the provoca* 
tioa : — But did not , I take it ?— -Am I not too apt to imagine, 
that it would be mean entirely to let a quarrel drop,' when I 
have a fair opportunity to reafon, and argue, and reproach, to 
vindicate my injured merit, and afTert my rfghti Yet, is this 
agreeable to the precepts and example of him, << who, when he 
•<^ was reviled, reviled not again?*' Is it agreeable to his com- 
mands, who has charged me, if my brother trefpafs againft me, 
to forgive bim, not feven times only, but feventy times feven ? 
Is it agreeable to that chriftian do£lrine, which exhorts us not 
to think of ourfelves highly, but foberly, as we ought to think ; 
and that, in lowUnefs of mind, every one (bi^uld think othert 

better 
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Vettdr than himfdf f And alas, how often do I think thisdif- 
rdptStj though a flight one, provoking to me 1 This fituation, 
though a happy one, not good enough for me ? How oftea 
have I had in my mouth that wife maxim, that a worm, if it is 
trod upon, will turn agai 1 ? Wretch that I am, fliall I plead 
the example of a vile worm of tne earth for difobeying the 
dbmmaiKb of my Saviour^ with vfixgm I hope hereafter to lit. lA 
heavenly places t 
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MUST work the work of him who fcnt mCf 
^^ while it is day."— If our bleffed Saviour, infiniteiy great and 
excellent, was, when he afltimed human nature, fo far from 
being ej^eiiipted from the general law of nature impofed on our 
firft father and all his race, who i^ there amongft men^ that (hall 
plead an exemption? The duty ;of employment is two- fold. 

« 

Firfl, as we are a£tive and fpirit^al bi^IngSy ill would it become 
us to fit wrapt in indoled<:e) and fleep away an ufelefs life* 
Conflant activity, and exten%^<.uf0fula.efs, .are the perfedion 
of a fpiritual being* The gres^t^ 69^ himfelf is infinitely a<SU«e. 
*' My father worketh hithefto (f^^ our Saviour), and I wor^;.*' 
In their various degre^, aU;tbe orders of jiogels are niiniflrifig 
fpirits^ In the happy worlds above y all is life and a<9bivity« And 
fhall man, who is fo fond of life, lofe his little portion of it in 
a lazy^ flothful, half ftate? fhall he quench thofe fparks of immor- 
talitjr, that glow in his bofom, and content htn^lf with beings 
for three parts of hi« time, little better than a lump of ofga<* 
liized clay ? Innocent man in Paradife, was not made for i€Ue- 
tiefs. But guilty fallen man is peculiarly born to labour^ find 
to'troublc. Equally juft and merciful was the doooi p^ooouii^d 

t0 
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tb Adam; << in the ^weat of thy £u:e Jtbou ihalteat .hFcad**! 
•Human nature, corrupted and depraved by the &11 Qf 'Our Gcft 
)>arenfs, would be incapable of employing eafe and leiiiire to any 
happy purpofes* Greatly do we need conftant employment to 
'keep \xs out of the reagh of thofe temptations from within>.ai¥l 
from without, that in idlenefs particularly ai&ult us* Greatljr 
do we need to have much of our minds taken up with perpetual 
attention to neceflary bufinefi, and hourly duty, that tbeyjq[uty 
not prey too niuch upon themfelves. Labour and pain are the 
tieceflary, though unpalatable medicine of our ibiils. Shall ^e 
refufe to follow the' prefeription of that heavenly pbyficiao, who 
-drank the bittereft cup for us ? Toil and trouble are the jufl^pu* 
nifhments; of guilty human nature: iSball^ rebel againftiOur 
awful judge? Adivity and employmentive the. law of our he«* 
ing ; and (hall we not obey our Ibvereign ruler, <mr great and 
-good creator? 

What tfien is'my proper bufinefs and eqiploymcnt, diat I may 

fet diligently to it ? In moft ftBtions)of . Kfe,4 this i& tooiievident 

to be'aflced: and it is equally certain, thateveryvilatio^i,. even 

At very higheft^ has its proper wod^.and labour, 4vhich who* 

*evef performs* not to the utmoft of their power, .4S^a.wicked 

> and flotfaful fervant ; for we have all a mailer 4n iheavep. 

Come then, my heart, let us chear&illy fet about our bufiniefs* 
Be it ftudy and improvement of the mind, toil of .the body,, or 
induflry of the hands : be it care of our.&milies.and domeftic 
affairs : be it care of the public and diftributionof jufiice : be 
it care of our neighbours, • and charity to, the poor : be it edu- 
"Catiw o£ <liiUireo, ioftrudion of the ignorant^ attendance on 
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die fick, culture of the ground) defence of our country : what* 
ever it be, let us do it diligently and heartily as unto the Lprdy^ 
and not unto men. As fubjeds, children, fervants, let us obey 
bur rulers, parents, mafters. And if it be the will of Provi- 
dence to difiible us, for the prefent, firom all a£live (ervice, by 
confining us in chambers of iicknefs, in a weak and.ufelefs ftatc^ 
let us fet the e)cample of an uncomplainiiig fubmiffion, and 
cheairful refigiiation : and let patience, at lead, have its perfeA 
work. 

This fubmiffive, this humble, this obedient difpofition, is 
'poverty of Ipirit* We ought to think nothing beneath us^ nor 
to. defire any thing but what is allotted us. We ought to iiaai^ . 
gine nothing our own, and furely therefore not our time : yet 
how apt are we to think it quite a hardihip put upon us, if any 
fmall portion of it is to be fpent difagreeably ; and if we have 
-not hours, and days, and years, to indulge in carelefs idlenels 
and giddy pleafure. 

Among other works, that of reforming my temper is furely 
a moft heceflary ohe. Let me therefore take myfelf a little to 
tafk.. How have I behaved the laft day ? 

I have not, perhaps, been poiitively out of humour: but 
have I guarded my di^oiition againft every failing ? Have I not* 
indulged a nice fancy, in taking fome difguft at any of thofe that 
I converfe with j which, trifling is it feems at prefent, may^ in 
time, quite alienate our minds from one another? A difagreea- 
ble look, or manner, too often gives a prejudice againft perfons, 
who are really deferving. Let me be upon my guard againft 
fuch prejudices. 'L^t me overlook all trifling infirmities in 

others s 
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Others ;■ but let me Tparc them the pain and difficulty of having 
many fuch to overloolc in mc. Let me obferve in every thing a 
perfed cleanliners and neatnefs ; for nothing is fo difguftful as 
the contrary. Let me be mild and civil, moderate and difcreeC 
in all my ways of fpeaking : let my behaviour always be eafy and 
obliging, natural and unafFeflcd. Let me always preferve, as 
much as I can, eycn under fevere trials, a cheerful pleating 
coiintenance j and, among other things, let qie try to avoid, as 
much as poffible, fjlling into thofe little fbolilh tricks and pecu- 
liarities, -which every body is fo apt to acquire, without even 
perceiving it. I cannot help feeing iq others, hpw difagrceabls 
Ibey are, though in theqi, 1 ought as little a; poSble to atten4 
to it. But let me watch myfelf a little, and dilcoyer, in ordes 
to reform, whatever I may have in me, that makes me leJs agrccn 
able, and therefore Ufs ufeful^ ij) fociety. 
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N D God &w everything thathe had dude } 
^ and behdld, it was very good," 

Such was the face .of things at the creation. Every view 
that could be taken was a view of order and beauty, of happi<* 
Mft and pleafure. .Too foon, by the frailty and by the guilt 
kf man) this kappyftaCe was changed; and through iin, death 
and mifery entered into the world. Every part of our world 
was afFeded by the general diforder. 'The earth produced 
thorns and thiflles. The feafons became unfavourable. The 
beafts grew wild and favage : and hence fprung a neceifity of 
hbour and felf-defence. Toil and wearinefs muft be its na- 
tural confequence to bodies now become mortal and corruptible. 
Pain and ficknefs, t1ie infirmities cff old age, the fear of death 
and fufFerings, both &r ourfei^es and our friends, with all that 
variety of evils that burtheii human life: all are the fad effeds 
of fin. The diforder of our minds, the Ifefaemence of our paf- 
fions, tlie dimnefs of our underfhmdings, thofd tendencies to 
dvil, which even the beft people, at fome times, muft feel 
firongly working in their bofoms, are the bitter fruits of die 
original corruption of human nature in the firft of men, our 
common parent. Hence, furely, we fliould draw the ihrongeft 
-■• - motives 
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tnotlves of humility, and throw oarfelves down in the deepe(( 
abafcq^cnt of foul, before that God of holinefs, in whofe " SigJiJ 
" the heavens are not pure ;" and who " chargeth his angels 
^^ with folly* How much more man, which is a worm ; *and 
^* the, (on of man,, which is a 'worm?'' UnafSfted human 
nature could not be in a more perfect ftate than our firfl parents 
were crated : infinitely fuperior ccrtainjy to whatever \frc can 
iqi^ipp of good or excellent amopg ourfelyes. If they were 
fucb fraiK iiich wretched creatures, and fo foon forfeited their 
pcings — Good God I then what is the very beft of u^ ? " J.et 
** pur confiifion be ever before us :" *' Let the ftafne of our 
« ftcp cover us." 

StjT^ge i^ ^ay feem, after tbefe conilderation^, to inention 
^h^f>py ^d cl\eafful eiyoymejnt of our beings, as a ferious and 
|g)j^t9,nt du^« Many good perfons, who have ijeeply dwelt 
on this jdark view of our mortal ttztc^ have reprefented it as 
^Vffh H^^^ ^^^ finful for fuch creatures, in fuch a world, to 
thixij/i qf any thing but fuffering and mourning. But, as fure as 
Qur If eayenjiy father is good to all, and peculiarly fo t;o us, his 
belplfi^ new-adopted chilcfren, fp furely.they are widely mif- 
)a^en. *Xhe blefle^ promifeof P\ir rcflemptipn was uttered ia 
tl)e,^n)e mopent with the 4oom of pur iportality, and from th^ 
n^Qiment all ^^ goo<^ again* Pfi^h ^^^ f^^™Sy 4od forrow, . 
|)fca9ie rjsojie^ies to cure 9ur corrupted nature : temptation;^, 
b^t a ip^irifying fire to prove and to refine our virtue; an^ 

^eatbi a Jkin^ fe)^fc fir^P? ^ ^^^^^ I'^^o a bett^ 

pagifdijCb. TfifPttgh pur ^eflf^ .Saviou;", we have obtained th^ 
jg^^c^fQo^.to guic^e us jn^ ffur.i^ays, and to fuppprt us. 

under 
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under all our diftrefles* - Through hioi, in him, we have every 
thing that can make us happy, unlefs we wilfully deftroy our- 
feTves* •* Rejoice then in the Lord, all ye righteous | be 
^ thankful, aH ye who are true of heart." 

Serious and careful indeed we ought to be, watchful and 
diligent, humble and fubmiifive : refleding deeply on the frailty' 
and vilene^ of our nature, and the important, the eternafinteredy 
that depends on this our (bort, and very uncertain time of trial 
here. In this fehfe^ we ought to ^ work out our Jklvation with 
^ fear and trembling,'* and even to " rejoice before the Lord 
*^ with reverence/^ But while we *^keep innocence, and take 
^ heed to the thing that is right,'' let our cbearfiil hearts and 
looks confefs the goodnefs of our gracious mailer, who ^* gives 
^ us rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons, filling- our htorti 
^ with food and gladnefs." Of him, who has made every 
thing good and pleafant ; who has the tendered confideratioit 
for all our -infirmities, and has provided every fupport, and ever j^ 
relief, that can make our pafiage through this world tolerable 
and comfortable to us. With joyful gratitude let us accept 
and improve thefe his mercies and indulgences. Let us make 
this world as happy as we can to ourfelves and one another : tci 
do this, we need only be good chriftians. Our wills being 
perfectly refignedj will acquiefce, Without pain, in whsitever dii^ 
pofals providence m^y fee fit to make of us, and ours : anil 
taking " no thought for to-morrow,*^ we (halj neither be tor- 
mented with vain fchemes, nor an^pious fears* Our defires 
being moderate, we (hall pafs quietly and eafily through life: 
fad no unruly paffions, or vehement wi&fs, ^ill ^k<rtiiip6k 
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our peace. .Being free from private intereils and feltiih views> 
we ihall bave no rivalries nor contefts with our neighbours. 
Being in perfe£l charity with all men, we (hall with all be eafy^ 
• chearful, friendly: in tvoiy thing ftudying to promote their 
good and bappinefs: and in our turn receiving from many of 
them offices of kindnefs : and from fuch as are ungrateful, re-^ 
ceiving the greatefl benefitof all-— a noble opportunity to exercife 
•thofe duties, on which God's forgiveneis of oUrfelves depends. 
:With pleafufe and complacence y our heavenly father looks 
down on every fociety of his children united in brotherly affec- 
. tion, and gives his bleffing to every fet of friends, and neigh ^ 
^bours, and relations, that perform their mutual relative duties, 
as they ought, and love and ddight in one another. Every 
inaocent entertainment, that keeps up the chearfulnefs and 
kindnefs of fociety, he approves. ** The voice of joy and 
**. health is in the dwellings of the righteous." Our health can 
alone be preferved by .temperance, calmnefs, and induflry. In- 
duftry too makes the world look beautiful around us. It turns 
the barren wildernefs into a fertile, pleafant land : and for- thorns 
and thiftles, plants the rofe-tree and the vine; or fdws the 
tender grafs and ufeful corn. Induftry preferves us from in- 
clemencies of weather, ^nd finds fome means to fupply every 
want. It procures us wherewith to give alms to the poor, and 
thereby enables us to lay up a treafure in heaven. 

Happinefs, then, a great degree of it, is in our power, even 
at prefent. But fools that we are, we forfeit even prefent hap- 
pinefs, for the indulgence of every peeviib, froward humour. 
Let me examine myfelf a little on this. As much as I condemn 
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' it, am I not often guilty of this unaccbuntable folly ? Am I 
not readier to cherilh unkind fufpiciom of thofe I live amongft, 
than to pjt a lair and favourable interpretation upon every 
difagrccablc incident i Am I not alnraft upon the watch to take 
olFence at every trifling^ difregard ? Do I not think it beneath 
me ever to take tho firft ftep towards a reconciliation ? Do I 
not make it a point of honour to keep up refentment^ even 
though a pains me ? How much happier are they who go 
through the world with an eafy good humour I never fufpeding 
that any body means them ill, ndio does not realty and feriouflf 
hurt diem : poffing over every trifle : and by placing diemfelvN 
above all fuch peevilh follies, maintaining more real 4igtut^ 
than thofe who are die proudeft. 



OR, PARENTAL PRESENT; 4ir 



THURSDAY. 



J3LESSED are the merciful,.for they (hall ob- 
** tain mercy," How greatly do we all of us need this blefling ; 
poor guilty creatures, who are every day offending infinite 
goodnefs, and provoking almighty power, and perfect juftice ! 
how then (hall we be merciful as we ought t Can this duty b6 
praftifed by any but the great, or the injured ? — In relieving the 
di(lre(red, or in pardoning ofFendets ? Yes: every one. of us 
may pra<5^ife it every day we live. It is a great miflake to think 
there is no fuperiority, but that, which rank and fortune give. 
Every one of us may in fome thing or other aflSft or inftrufl fome 
of his fellow-creatures 5 for the beft of human race is poor and 
needy, and all have a mutual dependance pn one another : there 
is no body that cannot do fome good : and every body is bound 
to do diligently all the good they can. It is by no means enough 
to be rightly difpofcd, to be fcrious; and religious in our clofets : 
we- muft be ufeful too, and take care, that as we all reap num* 
berlefs benefits from fociety, Tociety may be the better for every 
one of us. It is a falfe, a faulty, and an indolent' humility, that 
fnakes^ people (it fiill and.do nothing, becaufe they will not be- 
lieve, that they are capable of doing much : for every body caii 
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do fomething. Every body can fet a good example, be it to 
many, or to fe^v. Every body can in fome degree encourage 
virtue and religion, and difcountenance vice and folly. Every 
body has fome one or other whom they can advife, or inftru£^, 
or in Tome way helpi to guidf throu^ life. Thofe who are too 
poor \o give alms, can yet give their time, their trouble, their 
ailiftance in preparing or forwarding the gifts of others : in 
confidering, and rcprefeiiting diftrelTed cafes to thofe, who can 
relieye theiQ : in vifiting and contorting the iick and affliAed* 
Every body can offer up their prayers for thofe who need the^ : 
which, if they • do reverently and fincerely, they will never be 
granting in giving them every other affiftance, that it ihould 
pleafe God to put in their power. Even thofe, whofe popr and 
toilfome life can admit pf their giving no pther help to fociety^ 
can by their frugality and induftry,^ at leaft keep themfelves, in 
a great meafure, from being burtbenfome to the public. A 
pt^nny thus faved, is a penny given. Dreadful i^ate pf tibofe 
idle creatures, vkJio, dragging on a wretched, proQ^te life^ in 
J^zinefi and rags, draw to themfelves thofe charities, ^afpugbt 
to fupport the helplefs, and really difabled poor I Severelj^, I 
fear, (ball they be accountable for it at the laft day : ^nd every 
one in proportional who lives an ufelefs and burthenfome drone 
' in fociety. It is our duty to preven^t ppyei;ty, as we^i as to fe? 
lieve it. It is our duty to relieve every other kind of di^ref^^ 
well as the diSrefs 6f poverty. People;, \^hp s^re always iono^ 
cently chearful, ^nd gpo4 humoured, ^rp very ufeful 19 tbf 
world. They maintain peace and haj>pin^, ^t\d fpread ^ ^aok; 
fill temper anipn^ all^ ch^t liye iUQund them. 

Thus 
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Thus fer ih general : butt It is weft #6rrif confficferlng fii f)ar- 
ffctiiar itiy own duties and obligatJoirs'. Who dtt the pifeoplf 
that I ought erpeclally. to ftady to make Happy ? Art the^ pi- 
i'ehts ? — What a debt of gratifode do 1 owe them, fof al! th'iif 
iare of die, and for ^me, in my heipleft yeaf? ? HdW kitUlf 
did th^y bear with the frowafd infirmities of my thifdhdad : atitf 
ffiall h'o< I with mbft affeftionate tehdbrnefs fcfpp'ott ifitf rcfiev? 
ill thoft, ^Bfth years and cares bring upon them ? M^ moi*^ 
d£liVe ftfength' and vigour, my younger (ptrits and cldsiref 
thoughts, may rioW make me, in my tiirn, very faefpful to theiri. 
If they are g6od people and good parents, I an) furie t^fs if 
Ay duty : if oHicrwifej I owe thena one of ftffl higher hri- 
portance. ' I owe them the mbft earneft endea^^outs I ettt 
lift for the reformaton of their fatilts, dt inftruftioh' of tKiir 
ignorance. This dufty extends to s3I rtiy rehtiOiis r ^nid tcf 
aJf from ^hoht I have ever received any benefit, dr arty 
offices of" ffiehdfhip. If ft is my misfortuhe that atiy 6^ 
them fli'oultf be Mi people, though fhey Kkve been g6od to 
me ^ Of if any of thdfe Who are related to me, are ehgagedf 
in a wrong cotirfe 6f life, ought I to fty from them', in^ 
leave tiiem to rHiAf No: gratitude and affection forbid i^.' 
Ought I then to encourage vice, aAd flatter folly, if it bapj^'eitf 
amon^ thofe tflsft I love ? This, tAy higher duty to almighty 
Cfod, to truth dnd virtue^ abfolutely foVbid. What then ik fo' 
be'idone f To preferve the tendereft affection for their perfons, 
and keep up and declare openly the ftrongeft abhorrence of 
tfteif fetdts. To avbia every degree Ind every inftance of e^e, 
and iSlmiliarity, that may feem* to give the leaift countenanbe tUl - 
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their vices ; and at the fame time to employ every art, andrevery 
earned endeavour, that can have the lca(^ chance of teclaioaiog 
them. To pray for, and piiy them; to reprove, and advife 
them : to pleafe, and oblige them, in every thing I 4nnoceady 
can. —But if, upon the whole, I find them irreclaimable,. and 
myfelf in the lea'l poiBble danger of being inf^^ied by their 
example— then to fly them, as I would the plague ; then to cut 
ofF a right hand, and pluck out a right eye, and break through 
every foadnefs, and every attachment, that would deftraymy 
highcft, my eternal jntereft. No ties, that fubfift among hu- 
man creatures, can be fo Arong, can be fo dear, or ought to be 
fo indilToluble, as thofe which for ever bind us to our creator 
and redeemer. 

Next to the bonds of nature, are thofc of choice. Married 
• perfons are bound to the obfervance of very facred vows, and 
ought therefore often to recoiled them, and examine their con- 
duct by them. Among other things, they (hould carefully con- 
Uder, wh.ther they have fo.ilri<Sl a guard upon their temper as 
they ought, now the happinefs of another perfon is made fo 
greatly to depend on their eafy good humour and cheerfulnefs* 
Whether they alfid and improve one another : and whether they 
are ready to receive affiftance and advice as kindly as to give it. 
Whether they preferve a delicacy of behaviour, a neatnefs of ap- 
pearance, a gentlencfs of manner, a mildnefs of fpeech. Whe- 
ther they enter kindly and aiFe£lionateIy into one another's 
interefts and concerns. 

Friends fliould confider what engagements they are entered 
. into with each other *, how ftri£lly they are bound diligently to 

pro- 
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promote each other's welfare : to thjnk of one another candidly 
and kindly : to overlook little ofFences : to bear infirmities : to 
repay kindnefTes a thoufand fold : to be watchful over each 
otrKfi's condudt : to be true, fincere, faithful, obliging, open, 
con(l;:iit: and to have th^ generous courage of reproving and 
oppofing others follies ^nd faults. ^ ' 

All perfons (hould confider to whom they are accountable for 
their time, their labour, the fuperfluity of their fortune : to 
mafters, to friends, to fociety in general, to ^he deferving, or 
the helplefs poor. Rich perfons owe a due portion of their 
riches to works of charity and to the public: the great owe 
their proteftlon to merit : and all people owe it to themfelves, 
to improve every moment, and every opportunity, this life 
aiFords them. 

Surely while I am making thefe refleftions, I cannot omit 
more literal debts, and more immediate duties. Do I owe 
money, I am not able to pay r Let me retrench every fuper- 
fluous expence, till my real debts kre paid. Let me work and 
labour indefatigably, till I am enabled to be honed : and let me 
not be one moment eafy, while I unjuftly live on the expence 
of otl^er people, and am hurtful to the fociety, that ought to be 
the better for me. 

. It is worth confiderinji too, what promifes I have made. 
Were they ever fo rafh, if they engaged me in nothing contrary 
to innocence, it is my duty to fulfil them. Happy if it teaches 
mc the wifdom, to be more cautious for the future, 
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XJLfSSEO are they that moomy for tfaey^ 
^ fliall be comforted/' Alas ! does it not feem from this, amd 
many other poflages of icriptufe, worthy of aU otfisrvance, and 
of a]l'acceptatton> as if it was our bounden duty in this w6iidr. 
to lead a melancholy^ wretched, uncomfortable life? And cttki 
this indeed be the wlU of him,, who delighteth in mercy ? Who 
£lleth our hearts with food and gladnefs, and has, in not a few 
places^ exprefsly commanded us to rejoice evermore ? Is there^ 
then, an inconfifte&cy in the duties of religion ? God foibid ! 
Yet (bort«»nghted men, capable of taking into one vidw, but a*^ 
p^rt of the vaft and perfo^y confifient fcheme of duty, and 
guided too generally by paffion or we^knefs, are perpefual]^ 
adiilg as if this was. the cafe* - Some free fpirits there are, Who- 
thrpwoff all liiwivl reftraint, and, fully fiitiefied with chemfel?^ 
jf they keep within the wideft bounds ^of what is juft aUowaUcy 
i^ttlge, withoi^t caution, in every thing they thkik Uk Hieitf 
whole time is given up to mirth and jollity : their whole ftv 
tunes perhaps are fpent upon themfelves, without any regard to 
the calls pf charity pr duty, JoUily they go on in life^ ttU fome 
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unforef<^en misfortune fiops them (hort| ^nd ^hipw? a deep 
gloom over their funity landlcape. 

Another (prt of people, much to be efteemed^ aQd greatly to 
be pitied, are fcrupulous aboujt every thing, and, frighted by 
mifapprehenfion of fome aiarming text^ dare not allow them* 
felves in the mod innocept conveniences, and mpft ^armleis, 
and, on many accounts, ufeful and .C9mmeAdabie pleafiur^. 
Their minds are fo truly pious, that t)^]( are fiur from delibC'- 
lately^thinking of the infinitely great apd gpod God, as a hard 
^d rigii} i^lifter; but ^hey a^ withjucb a flavi& ftar, as muft 
needs msdce tbofe, whp are lefs we|) difpofe^, frame fuch bor* ' 
ridly. lalfe imagind^ipns of him : and ibeir vUl m^^t S^n&xieC^ 
bas the 010ft dangerous tiendency iq J:he w.Qrld. ^ 

Bejt^een tfaefe two e;ictrei;nes undoubtedly lies the pl^io path 
qf di^y: the narrow? but not thorny foad, that leads through 
the trueft cprnfort this life c^ afford, to everlafting happia^fa 
ill a better. 

The natural enjoymepts*^o# life are difp^nfed to us by a gra« 
ciottS providence, to mitigaite its tiatural evHs^ ^nd make our 
paflage through it not only fupppr^ble, but, at ^t times and' 
fe^ops, Co for pleafant, as to f^ake u$ go on with vigpur, cheer-* 
^oefe, and gfatitude: ^pd to giye v[s fome kipd of eameft of 
vitaX we are bid (o hope (lereafter: fome kipd of faint notion 
y^hat happinefe is : ibme fi^ifible aflurances, th^t there really is 
ftich a thing, though not to be, in any high degree, enjoyed on - 
this fide of the gr^ve* — «S^iU it is yet fi more merciful difpenia* ' 
tion of tbe .fiune iatherly care, that pain and imperfedion, (atl- : 
ety and difii^ppin^t^eiu, Qiould ^c fo mijf lad up with all our beft 
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enjoyments in this low ftate of be'ng, as to turn our chief aiia 
and defirc towards heaven. And let us not fear, uoleis we wil- 
fiAly and madly throw ourfelves into a giddy round of pleafures, 
on purpofe to be intoxicated by them ; Providence will merci- 
fully interpofe in the fullcft tide of innocent profperity, and 
make us, by fome' means or other, feel an emptinefs and difla- 
tisfadion, in the beft, this world can give : efpecially may this 
be hoped by thofe, who take care to keep their tninds always 
open to fuch ferious thoughts and right impreOions, as will per- 
petually prefent themfelves, if not reje£ted : and who referve 
fome leifure time in every day, for reading and refieding. 

Our maker knows fo well the weaknefs of our frame, that be 
has not left it to iis, to infli£l upon ourfelves, merely by way of 
punifhment, fqch fufferings as he fees it neceflary for us to un-^ 
dergo. That taflc would be fo hard a one, that he would by no 
means impofe it upon us. No : he will take care himfclf, that 
we fhall unavoidably feel and experience a great deal of that evil 
which fin introduced into the world : and all he requires of us 
is, to fupport it as we ought. He requires nothing contrary to 
reafon, and the innocent inclinations of nature : if any of his 
laws appear harih and diiGcult, it is from their oppofition to our 
acquired habits, our prejudices and corruptions. To forgive 
injuries, to return good for evil, to live peaceably with allmen, 
to be always mild, obliging, and good humoured, to be kind 
and patient; charitable, and induftrious, temperate^ fober, and 
modefl ; thefe are no grievous laws to a pure, and well turned 
mind: nor d^n its genuine dictates be better complied witb^ 
than by obferving them. Still they will be a very grievous re- 
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Itraint oil the ficcntioufnefe of our corrupted wills, our height*^ 

• _ 

tened paffionsi and indulged imaginations/ To be continually 
lattenti ve to our condu6l in every minutr inftance ; to fet a watch 
before our mouth, and keep the door .of our lips ; to fet fqourges 
over eur thjpugKts, and the difcipiine of wifdom over ourhearts | ^ 
f'equire a fobernefs of mind, a diligence, a refolute adherence 
to duty, that may ^ndoubted]y deferve the name of felf-demal^ 
end mortification : though in effedt nothing fo certaiply enfures 
our happine{s, both here and hereafter. To think we can do 
this by our own ftrength, wpuld be prefuniptuous and vainf 
Tell a man faelplefs with the palfy, that perfect health is his na« 
tural and eligible ftate ; convince him ever fo clearly how hap<# 
py it would be for him to become adivie and induftrious--ryouf 
eloquence is mockery, and will not help him to the ufe of a fihr 
gle limb. But though we daily confeis that We have *^ no 
*< health in us/^ he who did adually fay to the fick of the palfjr, 
f^ arife, take up thy bed, and walk,'^ and was immediately obey* 
ed, can effedually relieve our ftiU more helplefs ftate, ' To diis 
fovereign phyiician we can apply for help ; and fay the aid he im« 
parts, are enabled to follow the regimen he enjoins ; and thus 
to ** go on from ilrength to flrengtli, till unto the God of gods 
** {ball appear every one in Sjon/' 

Though our comfort;»ble pa0age through, this life, and the 

attainment of unfpeakable bleflednefs in another, are the allow* 

ed, the neceflkry, the enjoined obje<9s of our purfuit, yet ftill, 

in a great degree, we are to renounce ourfeives. Byfincere 

V bumility we are to confider the vilenefs and wretchednefs of our 

/ ivaural ftate ; we are tp acknowledge, that of ourfeives we 9re 
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^ble to do nQthiflg as we ought; and, far fsom iodulgiiig any 
thpughts.of vanity or felf-complaceiiice, we ajre, wben we faay# 
^one our very beft, ta^oxifefs, w^b uhteigned lawUai^s, that 
we a^e unprqfitable fervant$« We are to truft anctbope aloiMs 
)n the me;:its apd interceftoti of pur b]e$?4 rjed^emer ; a^ t$> 
QWji ourfelves ^^ lefs thaa the joaft pf G«d'$ HiercUs.'' As bi^ 
^res^nre^, w^ afe to 4^xt^ aU ouf thoughts ^t^^^ion$ to hw 
^Ofibi^ and f^viq^ '^ W^cdi^ we eat of dr ink> pr wtMitey^ 
f' we doii we ane to do al| to the glory .of Goi''- Iqi.«v^ 
tiding we are to confider cure^oUy th<» xvlp qf d^j^s nqt lizrMpftr 
lqi)fly or fiiperftitiioafljr> £ok that t6Q4^ tp fho difl^onpur of Qpd 
gnd religion^ as well as pur own difi:pn)fort« We arq never t^ 
dp any thrng for fo low an end> as qierely tp gratify onr ow4 
f^hildifli humour ^ but in all cafes, to oipderaU and guide ourr 
(elves by die rules of reafon and reUgio^/ Thus,, event in ufinff 
the oecefTary refreibment^ the eafy am^femfmts^ andinnoceni^ 
pleafures of liffp, we are to behave with a dv^e fen(e-of that God^ 
who is ev^ry where prefent. Wp are to look up to him witti 
thankfulnels, as the bountiful befipwer of all good, afid cheert 
fully accept thefe indulgencies -for the end^ to which he has ap« 
pointed them. Food, to itfiore our ftrength wafted jn adivf 
fervice, to pre&rve our health and eafe ; fleep^ to renew our 
wearied ^irits : pleafure^ to gladden pMr heart^y and fill them 
with pious gratitude and filial love. This cuts oS at once al) 
that intemperance, that crofles thofe good purpofes, deftroys our 
];iealths, di^reiTes our hearts, tpakes pur lives fluggifb and u&« 
lefsy ^n^ diiSpates or corrupts our minds. Riches aild honour^ 
:dfo are to be received with th^kfgiving, by whppafoever Pro? 
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vidcnCe allots them to ; but then they are to be diligently, and 
carefully, and gentroufly employed in the beft purpofes : and 
even the richeft and th*e gfeateft ought to deny themfelves all 
ftidulgencieS of mere humour and fancy, how well foever they 
inay feem-able to afFord it, and kindly and faithfully confider the 
more preffing Wants of their diftreffed fellow-creatures. To 
anfwer the purpofes of charity, the rich mufl: be frugal, and ' 
the poor induftrious ; and all give frdely and difcreetly, as pro- 
per calls require. Every body, in their turns, to maintain the 
peace of fociety and Chriftian, concord, muft reprefs the little 
rifings of temper, and fretfulnefs of humour j muft be ready to 
forgive and forget, to indulge and overlook. 

It is endlefs to go on enumerating iijftances, in which the 
juft, the lieceflary adherence to oUr duty, requires us toMeny 
ouf finful felves. Our cowardice, our falfe fliame, our vanityj 
our weaknefs and irrefolution, our fondhef^ and partial affedion, 
our indolence and love of eafe: ihefe, and numberlefs infir- 
mities, more, muft be ftruggled with and conquered, when we 
are called out to encounter dangers : to confefs our Saviour be- 
fore men: to withftand the ftrong torrent of cuftom and fafti- 
ion, of importunity and ill example : to turn a deaf ear to flat-, 
tery, or ca^ididly acknow;ledge our errors : to refift fblicitations.: 
to give righteous judgment : to forget all our private relations 
and attachments, where j uftice or public good are concerned : t© 
refign our deareft enjoyments, when 'it is the will of God wc 
fliould : to check our forrows in their fulleft flow $ and to go 
on indefatigably improVing ourfelves, and doing good to others, 
till the night overtakes us, " iu which no man can work." 
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The fufFcringSy which it (hal] pleare Alinighty God to inBiSk 
iipon us, we are to accept with humble refignation ; acknoW'» 
ledging his jullice, and fubmitting to it without a murmur. 
Thus patiently alJb we are to receive all the lefTer c^rofles he 
ites fit to lay upon us ; nor ever fufFer ourfelves to fret or re*- 
pinp aC the various infirmities of human nature, in ourfelves or 
others. All thele we muft look upon as parts o^ that penalty 
jufUy inflided on our firft parents guilt ; and heartily thank him,* 
that he does nol, according to the terrifying notions of popery, 
either expe£l us toinflifi them 6n ourfelves, or give us the 
dreadful alternative of a purgatory after death. Uncommanded. 
ie verities, that are of no Apparent ufe, but to torment ourfelves. 
and four our natures, and (Horten our lives, can never be ac- 
ceptable io oiir gracious maker. Our bleiTed Saviour, when he 
mentions falling as a duty, along with prayer and almfgiving^ 
leaves the frequency and (Iridtnefs of it to our own cfifcretion i 
atid only infifts upon one circumltance, which is, that we fhould 
avoid in jt all hypccrify and oftentation } and be careful to keep' 
up all eafe, good humour, and agreeablenefs of behaviour. 
.Th^re are very proper occafions for exercifirig this duty, with- 
out the leaft fuperditlon or morofenefs, and where it may tend 
td the beft purpofes. Public calamities, private dldreiTes or 
temptations, perplexities and difficulties, times of peculiarly 
fdlcmn devotion, ind of refolutely endeavouring to conquer' 
filch obftinate faults and ill habits, as, like the dutnb fpirit m the' 
gofpel, cart ** come out only by prayer and failing." But vibtr^ 
it makes lis appear flifF and difagreeable, interferes with the 
innocent cheerfulheil of fociety, or may influencer our health or 
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tcEtiper iii any wrong way; In fuch cafes it becomes a hurtful 
Aiperftition, arid as fuch unallowable, To obfcrve the public 
fafts a[)painted by authontyi in a manner fuited to every perfon's 
flrength and ability, with decency and Ifcvercnce, can have none 
of thefe evil confequences i and the practice of this duty, at fit 
times, and in a reafonable degree, is an excellent remembrancer 
of the wretchednefs of being attached to any fenfual gratifica- 
tions, and the eafinefs as well as neceffityj at fit timeS} to fvibear 
them* 
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NOTHER ^eefc is paft ; anotKcr of flioA _ 
little limited portions of time, which number out my life. Let 
me flop a tittle here, before I enter upon a n6w one, and con- 
fider what this life is, which is thus imperceptibly ftealing aw^y, 
and whither it is conducing' me ? What is its end and aim, 
its good and its evil, its ufe and improvement ? What place 
does it fill in the univerfe ? What proportion does it bear to 
eternity? 

This mortal life is the beginning of exigence to beings made 
for immortality, and ^gracioufly deftgned, iinlefs by wilful guilt 
they forfeit it,*)r everbfting haj4)inefs. Compared with eter- . 
nity, its longeft duration is leTs than a moment : therefore its 
good and evil, coniidered without a regard 4:^ the influence they 
may have on an eternity to comej muft be trifling to a degree 
below contempt. The fhort fcene begun in birth, and clofed 
by death, is adted over millions of times, in every age ; and all - 
the little concerns of mortality are purfued, tranra£led,-and for- 
jgotten, like the labours of a bee-hive, or the buftle of an am- 
hill. " The thing which hath been, it is that which (hall be ; 
^< and that which is done, is that which fliall be done ; and 
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^ Acre is no new thing under the fun." Oar wrfdom, therc?- 
forcy is to pafs through this hufy dream as calmly as we can; 
^nd not fuffef ourfelves to be more deeply attached to any of 
thefo tranfi^ory things, than the momentarinefs and unimportance 

of them deferves« 

I — 

But coiiiidering this fhovt life as a probation for jeternity, as 
a trial, whofe iSuc is to determine our everlafting ftate, its im- 
portance to ourfelves appears beyond expreffion great, and fills 
a right mind with equal awe and tranfport. The iniportanC 
•day will come, when there fhall be a new thing indeed^ but not. 
under the fun: for " heaven and, earth Cball pafs away;'' but 
the words of him who created them, ^' (hall not pafs away/' 

What then is the go^d or evil of life, but as it has a tendency 
to prepare or unfit us for that decifive day, when ^^ the fon of 
^^ man (hall come in the clouds with power and great glory> 
^< and ihall fend his angek, and fhall gather together his ele£l 
" from the four winds.'* That fon of man who is the fon of 
God, '* blefled for evermore," and once before came down 
from heaven, and took upon him this our mortal nature, with 
;ill its innocent infirmities and fufFerings : and fubjeSed himfelf 
(Bven to the death of the crofs, that he might redeem us from 
^1 our fins, and obtain the gift of everlafting life for all, who 
^ould not wilfully fruftrate this laft and greateft effort of divine 
percy* 

What then have we to do, but with love and gratitude nn- 
ifitterable to embrace the offers of &lvation ; and hencefortli 
l^ecome in every thing his true and faithful difciples f • To whom 
fiiQjuld we }ive, but to him> who died for us t To whom fhould 

we 






\ I 



43» THE LADIES LIBRARYf^ 

we give up ourfelves, but to him, who gave up himfelf for us? 
whbre '^ yoke is eafy and his burden light/' In whom (hould 
we truft, but in eternal truth ? In whom fhould we cheerfully 
hope, but in infinite goodnefs? Whom (hould we copy, but 
him, who was made like unto Qs In all things, fin only ex*^ 
cfepted ; and has left us an example that we fhould follow hi$ 
fteps ? which if we dofaithfiilly to the utmoft of our powef^ 
his grace fhall fo aflift us, that in the end we (hall be wh^e he 
is, to behold his glory, and^ partake his blifs. 

Let me think then, and think deeply, how I have employed 
this week paft. Have I advanced in, or deviated from, the path 
that leads to life ? Has my time been improved or ]oft, or, worfe 
thi^n lofl, mifpent ? If the laft, let me ufe double diligence to 
redeem it. Have I.fpent a due portiot) of my time in sl&s of 
devotion and piety, both private, public, and domeftlc ? And 
have- they been fincere, and free from all mixture of fuper{l:itlon, 

• 

morofenefs, or weak fcrupulofity? Have I, in fociety, been 
kind and helpful, mild, peaceable, and obliging i Have I beeri 
charitable, friendly, difcreet i Have I bad a due regard, without 
vanity or oftentation, to fet a good example ? Have I been 
equally ready to give and receive inftruSion, and proper advice? 
pareful to give no offence, and patient to take every thing in 
good part } Have 1 been honeft, upright, and difinterefled ? 
Have I in my way, and according to my flation and calling, 
been diligent, frugal, generous, and indudrious to 'do good ? 
dave I, in all my behaviour, confulted the happinefs and eafe of 
^hofe I live with, and of all who have any dependance upon 

ff^^ ? tfove I prefsrvcd my underft^nding" clear,' mjr temper 
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Calrii^ Di^ fpirits chearful, my body (emperatc and healtby, and 
tny heart in a right frame ? If to all thefe queltions 1 can huoi- 
bly, yet confidently anfwer,'that I have done my beft : If I have 
truly replanted of all the faulty palt, and made humble^ yet 
firm, and vigordus, and deliberate refolutidns for the future^ 
poor as it is, tlit honeft endeavour will be graciotifly accepted j 
and I may to-morrow gladly and fecurely approach the facrcd 
tables and partake that bread of life, which our blclled Saviour 
gave, to nourifl) to all goodnefs thofe who receive it worthily^ 
and to be not ottly the means of gracej but the -pledge of gloryi 
Amen ! 
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LORD THOMAS AND FAIR ANNET. 



jL^ORD Thomas and fair Antxet 
Sate a! day on a hill ; . 

Whan night was cum, and fun was fet^^ 
They had not talkt their fill. ' 

Lor<^ Thomas faid a word in jeftp 

Fair Annet took it il) : 
<* A* ! I will nev|r wed a wife 

** Againft my ain friends will.** 

^ Gif ye wuU nevir w^d a wife, 
** A wife ^uU oeir wej yee.? 

Sae he i^ hame to tel) hi$ mither. 

And knelt upon hisicnee : 

• 
O rede, O rede, mither be fays, 

A gude rede gie to mee: 

O fall I tak the nut-brq\yne bridc?| 

And let faire Annet l?e i 



liia «,The 



^S^ tHE LADlfeS LIBRAR-Yi 

'*^ The nut-browne bride haes gowd and gcar^ 

** Fair Aqnet fhe has gat nane ; 
^* And the little beauty fair An net has, 
*' O it wuU foon be ganc ! " 

^nd he has till his brother gane : . / 

Now, brother, jfde ye mee ^ 

Ji* fall I m^rrie the nut-browne bride. 
And let fair Annet bee f 

^ The nut-browne bridfc bas oxen, brothers 
*' The nut-trowne bride has kye ; 

ff I wadshae ye marrie the nat-brovi^ne bride| 
" And cail fair Annet byc.'^ 

<* Her oxen may dye i* the houfe, Eil]ie| 
" And her kye into the byre ; 

f* And I fall baf nothing to my fell,! 
" Ebt a fat f^ge by the fyre.*' 

^nd he has trll his- lifter gane : 

Now, fifter, rede ye me ; 
O fall I iViarrie the nu|-browne bride^ 

And ftt fair Annet free ? 

<^ Ife rede ye tak fair Annet, Thomas, 
" And let the bl-owne bride a]ane| 
' ^ Left ye fould figh and fay, Alace ! 

^^ What is this we brought harfJc ? " 
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P Noj I will, take my mithers cpunfcl, 

*f And marri^ me owt o* hand ; 
l< And I Will tafc the.nut-browne bride;. 

f* Fair Annct may lei ve the land/* 

Pp then rofe fair Annets f^the;; 

Twa hpui^ or it wer day, 
^nd he is gane into the bower^ 

Whefcin fair Annet lay. ' 

]R.ife up, rtfe^up, fair<^ AnnjSt he fays. 

Put on your filken (heene ; 
Let us gae to St, Maries kirkt;, 

J^nd fee that rich weddeetf. 

■ ■ 1. . - 

** My maides, gae to my dreffing roome| 

" And drefs to me my hair, 
f* Whair-cir ye laid a plate before, 

j« S(je ye la^ ten times mairi 

^^ My maids, gae to my dreffing roome* 

*^ And drefs to me my fmock ; 
P The one half is o* the holland fine^ 

*^ Tl|e other o' needle- work/* 

The horfe fair Annet rade upon. 

He ^mblit like the wind^ • 
Wi* filler he was (hod before, 

Wi* burning gowd bchi^^r 

* Four 
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Four and twanty filler bells 
Wer a' tyed till his liiane. 

And, f at ae' tift o' the norland wipd^^ 
Tbey tinkled ane by ane* 

Four and twanty gay gude knichts 
Rade by fair Annets fidC) 

And. four and twanty fair ladies. 
As gin fhe bad bin a bride* 

And whaq (he cani to Marie^ l^rkf. 

She fat on Maries ftean ; 
The cleading that fair Annet had oa 

It fkinkled in their een. 



Up 
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And wban (he caqi into the kirk, | 

She (himm^r'd lik^ the fiin; 
The belt that was about her waifh 

Was a* wi* pearles bedone. 



She f^t her by the nut-browne bride^^ 

And her ecn they were fae clear, 
^ord Thomas he clean forgot the bride^ 

When fair Annet (he drew neaf. 

* He had a rofi? into his hand. 

And he gave it kifles three, 
And, reaching it by the nut^browne bride^ 

, Laid it on fair Annets knee. i 

I 
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tTp then fpak the nut-liro^c<me bride^ 

She fpak wi' meikle fpite ; 
And whair gat ye that rofe-watcr. 

That does liiak yee fae white i 

*< O I did get « that* rofe-wateri 

" Whair ye wuU neir get nane^ 
*' For I did get that very rofe- water, 

" Into my mithcrs wamc." 

The bride flie drew a long bodkin, 

Frae out her gay head-gear. 
And flrake fair Annet unto the hear^. 

That word (he nevir fpak mair. 

Lord Thomas he faw fair Annet wex pale, ^ 

And marvelit what mote bee : 
^ut whan he faw her dear hearts blude^ 

A' wood-wroth wexed hee* 

He drew his dagger, that was fae (harp^ 

That was fae (harp and meet. 
And drave it into the nut-brown bride^ 

That fell dcid at his fcit. 

Now ftay for me^ dear Annet, he fed. 

Now ftay, my deUr, he cry'd ; 
Then ftrake the dagger untill his hearty 

And fell deid by her fide. 

Lord 
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Lord Thomas was buried witbout. the, kirk-W* 

Fair Annet within the tjiiiete ; 
And o' the tane tbair grew a4}irk^ 

The otiui a bodny bfiece; 

And ay they gtew, and ay they thifew) 

As diey wad. £iliie be -ncare ; 
And by this yc may keo right wd),' 

They were twa.]uvcrs dmse; 



FINIS; 



\ 



\ 



t^'^y^^ 



